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Business archives of organ builders   
 
Records on the Handlist which do not have a corresponding box number are 
not currently available for research. In some instances, microfiche copies are 
available in their place, and this is indicated in the film/fiche columns in the 
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Business archives of firms or individual organ builders 

An extensive sequence comprising business records of a number of organ 
builders arranged alphabetically by name of builder.  

The individual collections vary but may include minutes, estimate books, order 
books, accounts, contracts, correspondence, employee records and technical 
drawings.  

In many instances the records are incomplete. For example, in the case of the 
papers held as ‘Records of Cousans and Co.’, there are no records dating 
from before 1917 and the only records in the collection from beyond 1916 are 
eight account books.  
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Records of Bellsham Pipe Organs 
 

Administrative history 

Geoffrey Revell was an Australian who set up his company in Western 
Australia as Bellsham Pipe Organs. In 1997 he came to live in England but 
financial constraints meant that the work undertaken was small and mainly 
took the form of rebuilds of older instruments.  

Custodial history  

After Revell’s death in 2007, his wife deposited his records with the BOA 
before returning to Australia.  

Finding aids 

The records relating to English organs have been indexed: entries relating to 
specific organs can be located using the BOA ‘Main Index’ which is available 
to consult in Cadbury Research Library.    

Copies 

This collection has not been microfilmed. 

Access conditions 

This material is closed and not currently available for research.                    

Scope and content 

 

Category Extent  Description Date 
BOA 

accession 
 

Box 

Work folders  English Organs - costings 1997-2007  134 

Work folders  Australian organs pre-1997  134 
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Records of Bevington and Sons   
Soho, London W1 

 

Administrative history 

Henry Bevington served his apprenticeship under the organ builders Ohrmann 
& Nutt in Rose Court, Soho and then worked for William Gray. In 1794 he set 
up in business on his own account at Greek Street, then took over the 
business and premises of Ohrmann & Nutt in 1798. Following Henry 
Bevington's death in 1839 two of his sons, Henry and Martin, continued the 
business, trading as Bevington & Sons. Martin's son Percy Bevington 
continued the Bevington name until 1925 and the firm continued to flourish 
until the Manette Street works was bombed in 1941. The remaining ‘stock in 
trade’ was auctioned off in 1949 and the business name and good-will was 
acquired by Hill, Norman & Beard in 1950. Bevington & Sons built a large 
number of small and medium sized instruments, a few of which still remain 
intact. The majority of the order books and ledgers covering the 150 years of 
their business were destroyed in 1941 but the BOA holds one volume 
covering the period 1905-1931.  

Finding aids 

The order book has been indexed: entries relating to specific organs can be 
located using the BOA ‘Main Index’ which is available to consult in Cadbury 
Research Library.   

Copies 

The order book is available on microfiche. 

Scope and content 

 

Category 

Volume 
number 
assigned 
by BIOS 

Description Date 
BOA 

accession 

Film 
/ 

fiche 
Box 

Order Book 1 
‘Work Book 1905’: 
entries for job numbers  
1569-1656 

1905-1931 0097 ✓ 117 

Related material 

Organ Builder folder sequence: BOA Box 2. 
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Records of Blackett & Howden 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 

Administrative history 

Blackett & Howden was established in Newcastle-upon-Tyne around 1890. It 
was a small business with few of the resources necessary to produce new 
organs of any considerable size, the bulk of the trade being in the 
reconstruction of old organs and the maintenance and tuning of many local 
instruments in the North-East. In 1924, the business was taken over by Hill, 
Norman & Beard, who continued to run it as a separate entity with Charles 
Howden and Ralph Blackett as their local managers.  

Finding aids 

The records have been indexed: entries relating to specific organs can be 
located using the BOA ‘Main Index’ which is available to consult in Cadbury 
Research Library. 

Copies 

The records are available on microfiche. 

Scope and content  

A small, incomplete sequence of finance records arising from work 
undertaken by the firm between 1902 and 1916.  

         

Category 

Volume 
number 
assigned 
by BIOS 

Description Date 
BOA 

accession 

Film 
/ 

fiche 

 
Box 

 
Estimate 
Book 
 

1 
With index to 
front of the 
volume 

1910-1916 0154 ✓ 100 

Order Book 
1 
  

Order book for 
job numbers 153-
263. With some 
loose inserts  
 
 

1902-1912 0155 ✓ 100 

Account Book 1  
‘Wage Book No. 
2’.   

1907-1911 0156 ✓ 100 

 

Related material 

Organ Builder folder sequence: BOA Box 2. 
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Records of Cousans and Co 
Lincoln  

Administrative history 

John Rusling Cousans (1850-1937) served his apprenticeship with the organ 
builder John Harston in Newark-on-Trent and then went to work for Thomas 
Nicholson in Lincoln before establishing his own business there in 1878. By 
1890 he had taken over the premises formerly belonging to Nicholson and 
had been joined by his sons trading as Cousans, Sons & Co, John Cousans 
retired in 1914, his two sons Reginald and Louis inheriting a thriving business 
in the North and Midlands. In 1920 Louis decided to emigrate to Australia but 
Reginald retained the Lincoln firm until his retirement in 1949. From 1950 the 
business was run as a limited company but ceased trading in 1974.  

Finding aids 
This collection has not been indexed. It is necessary to search the records to 
find entries relating to specific organs.   

Copies 

This collection has not been microfilmed. 

Scope and content 

The early records of the firm have not come to light and those that have been 
deposited with the BOA date from the time when Reginald Cousans took over 
the Lincoln business in 1920 up to its closure in 1974. From this period only 
the eight account books which give scant details of the actual work 
undertaken have survived. 

 

Category 
Number 
assigned by 
BIOS 

Description Date 
BOA 

accession 
 

Box 

Account Book 1 
Receipts 

1949-1974 0204 122 

Account Book 2 Accounts due; 
costings 

1919-1920;  
1923-1961 

0205 122 

Account Book 3 
Costings of jobs 

1919-1970 0206 122 

Account Book 4 
Outgoings 

1920-1928 0207 122 

Account Book 5 
Outgoings 

1949-1975 0208 123 

Account Book 6 
Impersonal Ledger 
Accounts 

1917-1930 0209 123 

Account Book 7 
Business Accounts 

1921-1926 0210 123 

Account Book 8 
Tuning Accounts 

1917-1970 0211 123 
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Records of Percy Daniel and Co 
Clevedon 

Scope and content 

A small collection comprising microfiche copies of ledgers 1919-1941 and a 
contract book 1919-1933.   

Originals  

The microfiche were copied in 1986 from originals held by Durham County 
Council archive service. 

 

Category Description Date Extent 
(fiche)  

‘Contract Book’ Title on microfiche: ‘Factory 
Book’ 

1919-1933 2 

Accounts ‘Ledger A’ (with index) 1919-1941 3 

Accounts  ‘Ledger B’ (with index) 
  

1919-1939 3 

 

Related material 

Organ Builder folder sequence: BOA Box 6. 
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Records of A. E. Davies Ltd 
West Drayton, Middlesex  

 

Administrative history 

Alfred Edward Davies (1886-1968) served his apprenticeship under Henry 
Willis & Son and continued to work for them for a number of years before 
eventually joining the London outlet of the American company ‘The Aeolian 
Co Ltd.’. He took over the organ production side of the firm from 1932 as 
‘Aeolian-Davies Ltd’ and set up a workshop in West Drayton, moving to 
Hayes, Middlesex in 1935. He produced many organs built on the ‘extension’ 
principle. The premises were eventually taken over by Grant, Degens & 
Bradbeer in 1965.  

 

Finding aids 

Unlisted collection (BOA accessions 0925-0948). 

Copies 

This collection has not been microfilmed. 

Finding numbers 

BOA boxes 6, 138-139, 142-144. 
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Records of Forster and Andrews 
Hull 

 

Administrative history  

The ‘Forster and Andrews’ organ-building company was formed in 1843 by 
James Alderson Forster (1818–1886) and Joseph King Andrews (1820–1896) 
who had previously served their apprenticeships together under the London 
organ-builder J. C. Bishop. The business opened in the old Mechanics 
Institute on Charlotte Street (now George Street) where they began by 
cleaning and repairing existing organs but were soon commissioned to start 
work on their first newly-built organ. As the business grew, they advertised in 
local newspapers and exhibited an instrument at the Great Exhibition in Hyde 
Park in 1851. In 1853, James Forster gave a talk on 'The Improvements in 
Organ Machinery' to a meeting of the British Association for Advancement of 
Science in Hull. By 1861 the company was employing 30 men and boys who 
were turning out more than 30 new organs each year across the United 
Kingdom and in Africa, Central America and Australia. The factory at 
Charlotte Street quickly reached its capacity and so the firm expanded into 
second premises on Dock Street with two timber yards on Lime Street where 
the timber was seasoned before it was used.  In the early 1880s, James 
Forster Junior (1847-1925) began taking a more prominent role in the 
business at Hull whilst his father established a London office. Following the 
death of his father in 1886, James Forster Junior took over the direction of the 
firm at first alongside Joseph Andrews until his death in 1896 and then with 
his two sons, Cyril and Ernest. In 1897 Philip H. Selfe was appointed manager 
at Hull; he soon became a full partner of the firm and then sole owner when 
James Forster Junior retired in 1904. By this time the firm was receiving 
considerable business from overseas, in addition to important major local 
commissions in the Hull area such as the new organ for the Queen's Hall and 
the City Hall. During the First World War the majority of work was in cleaning 
and restoration as demand for new organs fell heavily. In 1924, the business 
was purchased by John Christie and brought into the Hill, Norman & Beard 
conglomerate. Philip Selfe joined Hill Norman & Beard as Chief Draughtsman, 
designing organ cases such as St James, Riddlesdown, (1932) and the 
interior of the monumental four-manual instrument in Royal Holbrook School 
Chapel (1933) before he retired in 1938 [information supplied by John 
Norman, organ consultant, November 2018]. The decline in business saw the 
vacation of the Dock Street premises in 1925 as they moved to smaller 
workshops on St Luke Street. Work continued to decline and, in 1941, the St 
Luke Street workshop was destroyed by bombing, with the loss of many of the 
firm’s historical records. At the end of the war only two staff remained, 
Matthew Cooper and Mr A. Ernst, who continued to clean and repair 
instruments until 1956 when they retired and the business closed. 

 

Finding aids 
The records have been indexed: entries relating to specific organs can be 
located using the BOA ‘Main Index’ which is available to consult in Cadbury 
Research Library. 
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Scope and content 

The collection comprises microfilm copies of some but not all surviving 
records of Forster and Andrews, predominantly being copies of Order Books 
1852-1951 and Account Books 1844-186.  

 

Category Volume 
number  

Description Date Fiche 
Number 

Account Book  Ledger A [LA] - Invoices 1844-1857 1 

Account Book  Ledger B [LB] - Invoices 1857-1864 1 

Account Book  Ledger C [LC] - Invoices 1864-1866 1 

Order Book  1 
(‘EA’) 

Estimates and Orders for 
work 

1852-1861 1 

Order Book  2 
(‘EB’) 

Estimates and Orders for 
work 

1861-1867 1 

Order Book 3 Estimates and Orders for 
work 

1867-1871 1 

Order Book 4 Estimates and Orders for 
work 

1871-1876 2 

Order Book 5 Estimates and Orders for 
work 

1876-1881 2 

Order Book 6 Estimates and Orders for 
work 

1881-1886 2 

Order Book 7 Estimates and Orders for 
work 

1886-1892 2 

Order Book 8 Estimates and Orders for 
work 

1891-1898 2 

Order Book 9 Estimates and Orders for 
work 

1898-1906 2 

Order Book 10 Estimates and Orders for 
work 

1906-1925 3 

Order Book 11 Estimates and Orders for 
work 

1925-1951 3 

Exercise Book   1911-1916 3 

 

Related material 

Organ Builder folder sequence: BOA Box 8. 
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Originals  

The Forster and Andrews archive, including not only the Account Books and 
Order Books available on microfiche in the British Organ Archive, but also 
drawings, newspaper cuttings, photographs, correspondence and printed 
material, is held at Hull History Centre. 
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Records of Grant, Degens and Bradbeer  

Northampton   

Administrative history 

Described in Maurice Forsyth Grant ‘Twenty-One Years of Organ-Building’, a 
history of the firms and including details of the organs built between 1960-
1981 by Degens & Rippin Ltd, Grant, Degens & Rippin, and Grant, Degens & 
Bradbeer Ltd. 

Finding aids 

This collection is unsorted and remains boxed as received by Cadbury 
Research Library other than the rolled drawings.  

Copies 

This collection has not been microfilmed. 

Access conditions 

The majority of this collection is open to all registered researchers subject to 
some access restrictions. Personal names and addresses that might still be 
current must not be used, photographed or copied in any other way. Where 
records relating to living individuals are of a sensitive nature, further access 
restrictions have been applied to the records in the form of a closure period. 
Two files in Box 108 (relating to St Leonard’s, Sandbridge and Witham United 
Reform Church) will not be available for research until 01/01/2039 in line with 
a 50-year closure period set by the BOA Steering Group, 3 November 2021. 
Some papers in boxes 115-116, 136-137 are currently closed for preservation 
reasons as the physical condition of the papers means that they are not 
robust enough to be made available in the Reading Room. See also ‘Access 
Conditions’ in the online catalogue entry applying to all collections in the 
British Organ Archive (Fonds level entry: BOA). 

Publication 

Anyone wishing to make published use of the papers must submit a copy of 
their text when requesting permission to publish. 

See also ‘Copyright’ in the online catalogue entry applying to all collections in 
the British Organ Archive (Fonds level entry: BOA). 

Finding numbers 

Box numbers 101-116, 121, 136-137; GDB telescopic boxes (BOA 
accessions 0797-0799). 

Scope and content 

A draft list for boxes 101-137 is available on request. Email: special-

collections@contacts.bham.ac.uk.  

 

 

mailto:special-collections@contacts.bham.ac.uk
mailto:special-collections@contacts.bham.ac.uk
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Records of Gray & Davison  

London W1   

Administrative history 

The Gray organ-building dynasty was founded by the brothers Robert and 
William Gray c 1772; various members of the family also worked in the 
business. The firm continued in the next generation under John Gray [son of 
William] as Gray & Son. In 1841 John Gray went into partnership with 
Frederick Davison and the firm flourished under the name of Gray & Davison.  

Gray & Davison had a large ‘organ manufactory’ in the Euston Road with a 
branch workshop in Liverpool where they took over the established firm of 
Bewsher & Fleetwood in 1857. Around 1913 the main London workshop 
moved to Cumming Street, Pentonville and the business continued until 1973.  

Finding aids 
Most of the records have been indexed: entries relating to specific organs can 
be located using the BOA ‘Main Index’ which is available to consult in 
Cadbury Research Library.   

Copies 
The shop books, accounts, wage book, tuning registers and miscellaneous 
items are available on microfiche. 

Scope and content 

Category 

Volume 
number 
assigned 
by BIOS 

Description Date 
BOA 

accession 

Film 
/ 

fiche 
Box 

Order Book  1  1891-1911 0100  345 

Order Book   2  1912-1927 0101  345 

Shop Book  1  
May 1840-
Dec 1842 

0102 ✓ 341 

Shop Book  2  
Jan 1843-Dec 

1846 
0103 ✓ 341 

Shop Book  3  
Feb 1847-
Apr 1851 

0104 ✓ 341 

Shop Book  4 
Jobs 10.001 to 
10.031 

Jun 1851-Jun 
1854 

0105 ✓ 341 

Shop Book  4a 

Jobs 10.002 to 
10.070 
duplicating Shop 
Book 4 & 5 

Apr 1852-
Nov 1856 

0106 ✓ 341 

Shop Book  5 
Jobs 10.032 to 
10.078 

Jun 1854-
May 1857 

0107 ✓ 341 

Shop Book  6 
Jobs 10.079 to 
10.125 

May 1857-
Dec 1860 

0108 ✓ 341 



               
British Organ Archive 

 

18 

Category 

Volume 
number 
assigned 
by BIOS 

Description Date 
BOA 

accession 

Film 
/ 

fiche 
Box 

Shop Book 7 
Jobs 10126-
10206 

Jan 1861-
May 1865 

0109 ✓ 341 

Shop Book  8 
Jobs 10207-
10263 

May 1865-
Sep 1868 

0110 ✓ 341 

Shop Book  9 
Jobs 10264-
10328 

Oct 1868-Oct 
1872 

0111 ✓ 341 

Shop Book  10 
Jobs 10329-
10367 

Aug 1872-
Nov 1875 

0112 ✓ 341 

Shop Book  11 
Jobs 10368-
10401 

Nov 1875-
Feb 1878 

0113 ✓ 343 

Shop Book  12 
Jobs 10402-
10441 

Mar 1878-
Feb 1882 

0114 ✓ 343 

Shop Book  13 
Jobs 10442-
10483 

Mar 1882-
Dec 1886 

0115 ✓ 343 

Shop Book  14 
Jobs 10484-
10708 

Jan 1887-Dec 
1893 

0116 ✓ 343 

Shop Book  15 
Jobs 10709-
10861 

Jan 1894-Oct 
1909 

0117 ✓ 343 

Shop Book  16 
Jobs 10862-
10998  
& 11008-11010 

Nov 1909-
Mar 1928 

0118 ✓ 343 

Accounts  1 John Gray 1821-1838 0119 ✓ 344 

Accounts  2 John Gray / G&D 1838-1845 0120 ✓ 330 

Accounts  3 John Gray 1839-1841 0121 ✓ 353 

Accounts  4 Gray &Davison 1842-1848 0122 ✓ 353 

Accounts  5 Gray & Davison 1849-1857 0123 ✓ 353 

Accounts  6 Gray & Davison 1857-1862 0124 ✓ 354 

Accounts  7 Gray & Davison 1862-1865 0125 ✓ 354 

Accounts  8a Gray & Davison 1865-1883 0126 ✓ 347 

Accounts  8b Liverpool Branch 1865-1883 0127 ✓ 348 
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Category 

Volume 
number 
assigned 
by BIOS 

Description Date 
BOA 

accession 

Film 
/ 

fiche 
Box 

Accounts  9a Gray &Davison 1884-1890 0128 ✓ 342 

Accounts  9b Liverpool Branch 1884-1890 0129 ✓ 350 

Accounts  10 Gray & Davison  1890-1905 0130 ✓ 349 

Accounts  11 Gray & Davison 1906-1917 0131 ✓ 352 

Accounts  12 Gray & Davison 1918-1945 0132 ✓ 346 

Accounts  13 Trading accounts 1918-1944 0133 ✓ 340 

Accounts  14 General Accounts 1918-1939 0134 ✓ 351 

Accounts  15 Tuning Accounts 1899-1905 0135 ✓ 351 

Wage Book  1 Wages Accounts 1929-1932 0137 ✓ 351 

Tuning 
Register  

1  1914-1916 0138 ✓ 345 

Tuning 
Register  

2  1917-1919 0139 ✓ 345 

Tuning 
Register  

3  1920-1922 0140 ✓ 345 

Tuning 
Register  

4  1923-1925 0141 ✓ 345 

Tuning 
Register  

5  1927-1929 0142 ✓ 345 

Tuning 
Register 

6  1929-1932 0143 ✓ 345 

Tuning 
Register 

7  1927-1932 0144 ✓ 345 

Tuning 
Register  

8  1933 0145 ✓  

Miscellaneous  1 Metal Shop Book 1888-1902 0146 ✓ 351 

Miscellaneous  2 Wood Pipes Book 1886-1902 0147 ✓ 351 

Pictures  
Various 
photographs 

 0695-
708 
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Category 

Volume 
number 
assigned 
by BIOS 

Description Date 
BOA 

accession 

Film 
/ 

fiche 
Box 

Work Book 
 

Crystal Palace 
organ 

  
 351 

Drawings  
Technical 
drawings 

  
 

642-
648 

Notebook kept 
by [Herbert 
Charles 
Tuckwell 
(1852-c 1914), 
voicer], c 
1870s. With 
later entries, 
pencil 
annotation and 
pagination 
added in one or 
more other 
hands.   

 

Specifications 
and other brief 
notes on job 
numbers 10218-
[10]482.  Pages 
1-106.   
 
Most entries are 
dated 1873-1877. 
There are some 
undated entries 
at the beginning 
and end of the 
volume; the later 
entries have been 
annotated (in 
pencil) with 
dates ending 
1886.   

 CRL 

ACC2025/

39c 

 

721 

 

Related material 

Organ Builder folder sequence: BOA Box 8. 
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Records of, and relating to, Griffen and Stroud 
Bath   

Administrative history 

Griffen & Stroud was founded in Bath in 1892 by Henry James Griffen (1855-
1931) and his partner William Stroud who purchased the local organ-building 
business of James Clark. It was a small family run business which employed 
Griffen's son and grandsons but owing to financial problems and the effects of 
the First World War, ownership of the business was eventually sold to the 
reed-organ maker Duck, Son & Pinker in 1918. The firm closed in 1945 when 
the goodwill of the business was purchased by George Osmond & Co, of 
Taunton. As well as the business records, this artificial collection includes 
Griffen family papers relating to the work of the firm which were donated to 
BOA in 2015 (identifiable by Cadbury Research Library accession number 
2015/89). 

Finding aids 

This collection has not been indexed. It is necessary to search the records to 
find entries relating to specific organs.   

Copies 

This collection has not been microfilmed. 

Scope and content 

Category 

Volume 
number 
assigned 
by BIOS 

Description Dates 
BOA  

accession 
Box 

Account Book  
1  Goods ordered & 

received 
1924-1942 0445 

9 

Account Books  2a 
2b 

Two notebooks with a 
summary of Griffen and 
Stroud day book entries 
for January 1926-June 
1934 and June 1934-
February 1945 

1926 Jan- 
1934 Jun  
 
1934 Jun 
1945 Feb     

446  

Miscellaneous 1 Notebook concerning 
Inquiries and 
Instructions with an 
alphabetical index at the 
end of the volume (with 
BOA adhesive label on 
front cover 
Miscellaneous ‘1’) 

1913-1922 

0447 9 

Miscellaneous 
 
 

2 
Diary of H. J. Griffen 1916 0448 

9 
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Category 
 

Extent Description Dates 
BOA  

accession 
Box 

Miscellaneous 
 
 

3  Three files of 
correspondence, papers, 
photos, leaflets (with 
BIOS adhesive label on 
front cover 
‘Miscellaneous 3’) 

 0449 9 

Family papers: 
papers of 
William Frank 
Griffen (1918-
2015), son of 
Henry James 
Griffen     

1 file 
Indenture of 
apprenticeship dated 
1935 (copy made 2015); 
correspondence dated 
1991-1993 including 
notes on the history of 
the firm of Griffen and 
Stroud.  

1991-2015 

 

9 

Family papers: 
papers of 
Leslie George 
Griffen (1909-
1990), son of 
Henry James 
Griffen 

1 file Indenture of 
apprenticeship dated 
1925 (copy made 2015); 
testimonials and printed 
papers of the firm of 
Griffen and Stroud, c 
1903-1940; 
correspondence, printed 
papers and manuscript  
notes largely arising 
from Leslie Griffen’s 
research into the history 
of the firm, 
predominantly dating 
from early 20th cent -
1983; letters, dated 
1943-1944, to Leslie 
Griffen from his father 
during Leslie's army 
service (copies made 
2015); 9 photographs of 
organs. [Full list 
available – ask staff for 
details CRL accession 
ACC2015/89] 
 
 

c1903-
2015 

 

9 
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Category 
 

Extent Description Dates 
BOA  

accession 
Box 

Family papers: 
press cuttings 

7 items Miscellaneous cuttings 
relating to the firm of 
Griffen and Stroud 
including photocopies. 
Donated to the archive 
with the papers of 
William Frank Griffen 
and Leslie George 
Griffen and most likely 
compiled by both 
brothers   
[CRL accession Acc 
2015/89)] 

1937-2002 

 

9 
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Records of Harrison and Harrison 
Rochdale 1861-1871; Durham 1872- 

 

Administrative History 

Details about Harrison & Harrison, including a list of organs built since the firm 
was founded in 1861, are available at http://www.harrisonorgans.com/.  

Scope and content 

The collection comprises microfiche copies of metal lists, shop books, order 
books and estimate books of the firm of Harrison and Harrison.  

 

Category & volume 
number 

Description Date Fiche Number 

Metal lists Seven volumes arranged in 
alphabetical order by organ 
location (A-B; C-D; E-K; L; M-R; S-
T; U-Z).  

  

Shop Book 1 Also referred to as ‘Voicing book’. 
With index 

1886-1889 Shop 1.1-1.4 

Shop Book 2 Also referred to as ‘Voicing book’. 
With index 

1889-1893 Shop 2.1-2.5 

Shop Book 3 Also referred to as ‘Voicing book’. 
With index 

1893-1895 Shop 3.1-3.4 

Order Book 1 With index 1873-1879 Ord 1.1-1.12 

Order Book 2 With index 1879-1884 Ord 2.1-2.18 

Order Book 3 With index 1884-1888 Ord 3.1-3.19 

Order Book 4  1888-1889 Ord 4.1-4.21 

Order Book 5 With index 1889-1894 Ord 5.1-5.29 

Order Book 6 With index 1895-1899 Ord 6.1-6.36 

Order Book 7 With index 1899-1903 Ord 7.1-7.36 

Order Book 8 With index 1903-1905 Ord 8.1-8.36 

Order Book 9 With index 1905-1907 Ord 9.1-9.35 

Order Book 10 With index 1907-1910 Ord 10.1-10.35 

Order Book 11 With index 1910-?1912 Ord 11.1-11.35 

Order Book 12 With index ?1912-1919 Ord 12.1-12.36 

Order Book 13 With index 1919-1922 Ord 13.1-13.22 

Estimate Book  With index 1922-1926 Est 14.1-14.28 

Estimate Book With index 1926-1929 Est 15.1-15.25 

http://www.harrisonorgans.com/
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Related material 

Organ Builder folder sequence: BOA Box 10. 

Originals  

The original records from which the microfiche were printed are held by 
Durham County Record Office.   
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Records of Hill, Norman and Beard  
London   

Administrative history 

‘Wm. Hill & Son and Norman & Beard Ltd’ (also known as Hill, Norman and 
Beard) was formed in 1916 from the amalgamation of the two large organ-
building firms - Hill & Son of London and Norman & Beard of Norwich. The 
business traded on its heritage looking after many of the large cathedral 
organs and also constantly updating its approach to organ-building so that it 
also played a large part in the Theatre and Cinema organ business of the 
1920s and 1930s. The company was acquired by John Christie in 1924 and 
continued to open and close branch offices intermittently - there was also a 
branch of the business founded in Australia. Hill, Norman & Beard continued 
in existence until 1998. [Information supplied by John Norman, organ 
consultant, November 2018] 

Additional finding aids 
The records have mostly been indexed: entries relating to specific organs can 
be located using the BOA ‘Main Index’ which is available to consult in 
Cadbury Research Library.   

Copies 

Partly available on microfilm. 

Access conditions 

The correspondence files are closed as they need to be assessed for Data 
Protection issues before they can be made available for research.  

Scope and content 

The BOA includes complete records of the firm from 1916 until around 1952, 
with some later drawings until 1970 and correspondence files for Canada, 
North America, Australia and New Zealand and overseas visits, 1957-1975.  

  

 Category Volume 
number 
assigned 
by BIOS 

Description Date BOA 
accession 

Film 
/ 
fiche 

Box 

 Estimate Book 1 
 

Jan 1923-Aug 
1926 

0042  323 

 Estimate Book 2 
 

Feb 1926-Apr 
1927 

0043  324 

 Estimate Book 3 
 

Apr 1927-Nov 
1929 

0044  327 

 Estimate Book 4 
 

Nov 1929-May 
1935 

0045  657 

 Draft papers 1 Rebuilds 1934-1939 
 

0046 
 

321 
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 Category Volume 
number 
assigned 
by BIOS 

Description Date BOA 
accession 

Film 
/ 
fiche 

Box 

 Draft 
specifications 

2 New organs 1934-1939 
 

0047  322 

 Draft 
Specifications  

3  
1943-1945 

0048  322 

 Order Book 

1 

Jobs 2447-
2494; 
small orders 
1-986 

1916-1918 

0049 ✓ 

 

313 

 Order Book 

2 

Jobs 2495-
2519; 
small orders 
987-1945 

1918-1921 

0051 ✓ 314 

 Order Book 3 Jobs 2520-
2535; 
small orders 
1946-2894 

1920-1922 

0052 ✓ 315 

 Order Book 4 Jobs 2536-
2566; 
small orders 
2895-3800 

1922-1923 

0053 ✓ 316 

 Order Book 5 Jobs 2567-
2623; 
small orders 
3808-4780 

1924-1925 0054 ✓ 317 

 Order Book 6 Jobs 2624-
2686;  
small orders 
4781-5795 

1925-1927 0057 ✓ 318 

 Order Book 7 Jobs 2687-
2775;  
small orders 
5796-6778 

1927-1929 0059 ✓ 319 

 Order Book 8 Jobs 2776-
2831;  
small orders 
6779-7579 

1929-1930 0063 ✓ 320 

 Order Book 9a Small orders 
7580-8589 

1930-1932 0064 ✓  
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 Category Volume 
number 
assigned 
by BIOS 

Description Date BOA 
accession 

Film 
/ 
fiche 

Box 

 Order Book 9b Jobs 2832-
2900 

1930-1933 0065 ✓  

 Order Book 10a Small orders  
8601-9564 

1932-1934 0068 ✓ 
 

 Order Book 10b Jobs 2901-
2980 

1933-1936 0069 ✓ 
 

 Order Book 11a Small orders  
9565-9999; 
new series 
3000-3442 

1934-1935 0074 ✓ 

 

 Order Book 11b Jobs 2981-
3050 

1936-1939 0075 ✓ 

 

 Order Book 12a Small orders  
3443-4390  
(new series) 

1935-1938 0077 ✓ 

 

 Order Book 12b Jobs 3063-
3211 

1945-1949 0078 ✓ 

 

 Order Book 13a Small orders  
4391-4766  
(new series) 

1938-1939 0079 

✓  

 Order Book 13b Jobs 3131-
3248 

1947-1951 0080 

✓  

 Order Book 14a Small orders  
E1-E728 

1938-1941 0082 

✓  

 Order Book 14b Jobs 3230-
3339; small 
orders 
E5481-
E5907/ 
1234- 

1949-1958 0083 

✓  
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 Category Volume 
number 
assigned 
by BIOS 

Description Date BOA 
accession 

Film 
/ 
fiche 

Box 

 Order Book 15 Small orders  
E729-E1536 

1941-1943 0084 ✓ 

 

 Order Book 16 Small orders  
E1537-
E2011 

1944-1945 0085 ✓ 

 

 Order Book 17 Small orders 
E2012-
E2921 

1945-1947 0086 ✓ 

 

 Order Book 18 Small orders  
E2922-
E3577 

1947-1948 0087 ✓ 

 

 Order Book 19 Small orders  
E3327-
E4289 

1947-1950 0088 ✓ 

 

 Order Book 20 Small orders 
E4290-
E5482 

1950-1952 0089 ✓ 
 

 Accounts 

 

Tuning 
accounts 
North Staffs 

1922-1940 0091 

 

323 

 Audited 
accounts 

 Year-end 
accounts 

   141 
 

 Contracts  Corresponde
nce and 
contracts for 
new organs 
created 

1916-1955 0096  222-
238 

 Minute Book 1 Minutes of 
sales 
committee 
(including 
some 
summary 
estimates 

1930-1932 0093  323 
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 Category Volume 
number 
assigned 
by BIOS 

Description Date BOA 
accession 

Film 
/ 
fiche 

Box 

and copies of 
contracts) 

 Tuning 
 

Tuners’ 
reports 

1948-1952 
  

175 

 Tuning 
 

Norwich 
area 
accounts 

 
  

328 

 Legal papers 
and  
correspond- 
ence 

 

Contracts; 
royal 
warrants; 
apprentice 
indentures; 
staff 
contracts; 
Memoranda 
and Articles 
of 
Association 

 

  

141 

 Miscellaneous  
papers 

 ‘Steel box 
contents’: 
book of 
recipes; 
drawing; 
Order Books 
2-4; index to 
Order Books 
1937; 
‘Agreements’
; notebooks  

 

  

174 

 Drawings 

 

Drawings of 
HNB filed 
with those of 
Hill & Son 
and of 
Norman & 
Beard in 
single 
alphabetical 
sequence 
[full list 
available : 
Fonds level 

   

501-
603 
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 Category Volume 
number 
assigned 
by BIOS 

Description Date BOA 
accession 

Film 
/ 
fiche 

Box 

entry in the 
online 
archive 
catalogue 
under 
‘Document’] 

 Drawings 
 

Unsorted 
and unlisted    

604-
612 

 Drawings  Melbourne 
Town Hall 

   
649 

 Drawings  Unsorted 

   

650, 
652-
653 

 Overseas visit 
files: 
administrative 
papers and 
correspondence 

 
Closed 

 'Visiting 

Staff': 

corresponde

nce 

regarding 

visa 

applications, 

insurance 

for travels 

overseas, etc 

(1 file)  

1969-1973 CRL 

accession 

number: 

2022/72 

 

730 

 Canada files 
 
Closed 

 Files for 

individual 

organ 

locations 

and general 

files 

covering 

more than 

one location.  
 
Box 720:  
Canada 
general, 
1967-1975 
(1 file); 
Alberta 
organ files, 

1957-1975 CRL 

accession 

number: 

2022/72 

 

720-
729 
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 Category Volume 
number 
assigned 
by BIOS 

Description Date BOA 
accession 

Film 
/ 
fiche 

Box 

1965-1974 
(2 files); 
British 
Columbia 
general, 
1957-1969 
(1 file); 
British 
Columbia 
organ files, 
1961-1969 
(3 files) 
 
Box 721: 
Manitoba 
general, 
1965-1967 
(1 file); 
Manitoba 
organ files, 
1964-1974 
(4 files); 
Newfoundla
nd organ file, 
c 1961-1973 
(1 file) 
 
Box 722:  
New 
Brunswick 
general, 
1965-1974 
(1 file); 
New 
Brunswick 
organ files: 
Moncton, 
Renforth, St 
Stephen, 
Woodstock, 
1958-1974 
(7 files)  

 Canada files 
 
Closed 

 Box 723: 
New 
Brunswick: 
St John, 
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 Category Volume 
number 
assigned 
by BIOS 

Description Date BOA 
accession 

Film 
/ 
fiche 

Box 

1958-1973 
(12 files) 
 
Box 724: 
Nova Scotia 
and 
Newfoundla
nd general, 
1966-1974 
(1 file); 
Nova Scotia 
organ files: 
A-D files, 
1960-1974 
(6 files) 
 
Box 725: 
Nova Scotia 
organ files: 
Halifax, 
1961-1974 
(7 files) 
 
Box 726: 
Nova Scotia 
organ files: 
K-Y files, 
1960-1974 
(11 files) 
 
Box 727: 
Ontario 
general, 
1965-1974 
(1 file); 
Ontario 
organ files: 
B-D, 1960-
1974 (12 
files) 
 
Box 728: 
Ontario 
organ files, 
K-, 1960-
1975 (8 
files) 
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 Category Volume 
number 
assigned 
by BIOS 

Description Date BOA 
accession 

Film 
/ 
fiche 

Box 

Box 729: 
Quebec 
Province 
general, c 
1966-1974 
(1 file) 
Quebec 
organ files, 
1966-1974 
(7 files) 
 
 
 
 

 North America 
files 
 
Closed 

 Files for 

individual 

organ 

locations 

and general 

files 

covering 

more than 

one location.  

 

USA 

general, 

1962-1974 

(1 file) 

 

Files for 

organ 

locations in 

Massachuset

ts, 1968-

1969 (1 

file), New 

York 1966-

1974 (12 

files) and 

Vermont, 

1966-1972 

(2 files) 
 

1962-1974 CRL 

accession 

number: 

2022/72 

 

730-
731 
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 Category Volume 
number 
assigned 
by BIOS 

Description Date BOA 
accession 

Film 
/ 
fiche 

Box 

 Australia files 
 
Closed 

 'HNB - 

Australia 

1972', 1972-

1974 (1 

file); 

 

Files for 

organ 

locations in 

Australia, 

1969-1972 

(6 files) 

1969-1974 CRL 

accession 

number: 

2022/72 

 732 

 New Zealand 
files 
 
Closed 

 New 

Zealand 

general, 

1969-1973 

(1 file)  

 

Files for 

specific 

organ 

locations in 

New 

Zealand, 

1965-1971 

(3 files) 
 

1965-1973 CRL 

accession 

number: 

2022/72 

 732 

 

Related material 

Organ Builder folder sequence: BOA Boxes 12-13. 
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Records of William Hill and Son  

London   

Administrative history 

William Hill (1789-1870) was one of the main English organ builders of the 
19th century. He first worked for the organ builder Thomas Elliot from 1825 
until Elliot's death in 1832 when Hill inherited the firm having previously 
married Elliot's daughter. He soon enlarged the scope of the workshop at St 
Pancras and travelled extensively on the Continent to gain new ideas forming 
a short but important partnership with Frederick Davison. From 1832 Hill's 
elder son William joined him in the firm - by 1851 they employed 21 men and 
two boys doubling this number within the following decade. From 1855 
William Hill's younger son Thomas entered the business and eventually took 
over the management of Hill & Son after his father's death in 1870. Hill & Son 
built organs of the highest quality including many Cathedral organs, the 
Birmingham Town Hall organ in 1832 being one of their earliest large 
instruments alongside the organ at York Minster. The firm continued under 
Arthur Hill, the nephew of Thomas, until 1916 when it was amalgamated with 
Norman & Beard into ‘Wm. Hill & Son and Norman & Beard Ltd’ later known 
just as Hill, Norman & Beard. 

Finding aids 

The records have been indexed: entries relating to specific organs can be 
located using the BOA ‘Main Index’ which is available to consult in Cadbury 
Research Library.   

Copies 

Partly available on microfilm.  

Scope and content 
This collection comprises almost all the surviving records of this firm. An early 
fire in the workshop destroyed some shop books dating from before 1872 
leaving only estimate books for details; it is not always clear whether the 
estimate was accepted and the organ actually built. After 1872, full details of 
all organs survive and many technical drawings. The archive also includes 
one account book of the predecessor firm, Elliot & Hill.  

Category 

Volume 
Number 
assigned 
by BIOS 

Description Date 
BOA 

accession 

Film 
/ 

fiche 
Box 

Account 
Book 

1 Elliot & Hill 1827-32 0163 ✓ 359 

Estimate 
Book 

1 ‘Letter Book’ 
Apr 1838 - 
Dec 1861 

0164 ✓ 312 

Estimate 
Book 

2  
Jan 1862 - 
May 1877 

0014 ✓ 312 

Estimate 
Book 

3  
May 1877 - 
Oct 1889 

0015 ✓ 312 
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Category 

Volume 
Number 
assigned 
by BIOS 

Description Date 
BOA 

accession 

Film 
/ 

fiche 
Box 

Estimate 
Book 

4  
Oct 1889 - 
Oct 1893 

0016 ✓ 312 

Estimate 
Book 

4a 
Index to Estimate 
Book 4  

1890s 0017 ✓ 312 

Shop Book 1 Jobs 1380-1567 1872-1875 0018 ✓ 311 

Shop Book 2 
Jobs  
1564/5/8-1875 

1875-1883 0019 ✓ 311 

Shop Book 3 Jobs 1876-2081  1883-1891 0020 ✓ 311 

Shop Book 4 Jobs 2084-2274 1891-1901 0021 ✓ 311 

Shop Book 5 Jobs 2275-2457  1901-1915 0022 ✓ 311 

Contracts  
Incomplete 
collection 

1862-1916  ✓ 
See 
HNB 

Drawings  

Held in a single 
sequence with 
drawings of 
Norman & Beard 
and HNB    

1880-1916 0150  
See 
HNB 

 

Related material 

Organ Builder folder sequence: Box 12. 
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Records of George Maydwell Holdich (1816-1896) 
 

Finding number 

BOA Box 721 

 

Date 

c 1839-1961 

Finding aids 

This collection has not been indexed. It is necessary to search the volume to 
find entries relating to specific organs.   

Copies 

This collection has not been microfilmed. 

Access 

The volume is currently closed for conservation. 

 

Scope and content 

A manuscript book of watercolour images, printed, and manuscript papers 
compiled by G. M. Holdich, c 1839-1874, and later correspondence relating to 
its provenance, 1961. The volume was most likely used as a marketing tool. 
Of particular note are Holdich’s fine, hand-painted images of organs. There 
are also printed papers relating to Holdich organs pasted in and loosely 
inserted, manuscript explanatory notes and additional manuscript and printed 
items loosely inserted. At some point in its history, a descendant of G. M. 
Holdich gave the volume to A. Claypole, Organ Builder, Peterborough and two 
letters from Claypole (relating to interest expressed in the book) accompany 
the volume. 
 
The volume is partially paginated (pp 1-27) with a business card pasted on 
the inside front cover and a manuscript index to the watercolours loosely 
inserted. For each image, the index gives the organ location and 'when 
opened' 1838-1845. In addition to the index, loosely inserted items include a 
business card, cloth fragment, design for Bulwick organ 1874 (drawing), 
printed literature promoting Holdich organs and related events, and a 
manuscript testimonial (resolutions of a meeting of parishioners, Calne, 1842). 
There are a few notes relating to organs by other organ builders and a cutting 
of an article from The Leader' 23 August 1851 (pp 807-808): 'The Musician in 
the Crystal Palace: the organs' (including a Holdich organ).  
 

Related material 

Organ Builder folder sequence: Box 14; W. McVicker ‘George Maydwell 
Holdich (1816-1896) and his book of watercolours’ in BIOS Reporter, 48 (4), 
pp 99-100. 
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Records of Robert Hope-Jones  

Birkenhead   

Administrative history 

Robert Hope-Jones was an organ designer based in Birkenhead. His tonal 
schemes for organs with electric actions were outside of the long tradition of 
organ-building and he had a series of liaisons with various organ builders 
including Ingram & Co, & Norman & Beard. He also worked in conjunction 
with Sir Ernest Marshall on mechanical players for organs. Following financial 
difficulties, he emigrated to the United States in 1903 where he achieved 
greater success. 

Finding aids 
The records have been indexed: entries relating to specific organs can be 
located using the BOA ‘Main Index’ which is available to consult in Cadbury 
Research Library.   

Copies 

These records are available on microfilm. 

Scope and content 

 

Category 

Volume 
Number 

assigned by 
BIOS 

Description Date 
BOA 

accession 

Film 
/ 

fiche 
Box 

Estimate Book 1   1900-1901 0098 ✓ 659 

Order Book 1   Job numbers 1-98 1892-1896 0099 ✓ 117 
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Records of Eustace Ingram  

Hereford   

Administrative history 

The son of an organ builder, also called Eustace, Ingram started in business 
with his brother Alfred as Ingram & Co, of Hereford and Edinburgh.  The 
brothers eventually parted company and Eustace Ingram for a short time 
joined forces with Hope-Jones. The company went into liquidation in 1903 but 
the name of the firm continued to be used until 1941 when the business 
became part of Nicholson & Co.  

Finding aids 
This collection has not been indexed. It is necessary to search the volume to 
find entries relating to specific organs.  

Copies 

This letter book has not been microfilmed. 

Scope and content 

 

Category 

Volume 
Number 
assigned 
by BIOS 

Description Date 
BOA 

accession 
Box 

Letter Book 
 

1 Correspondence 1899-c 1938  360 

 

Related material 

Organ Builder folder sequence: Box 15. 
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Records of Jardine and Co  

Manchester   

Administrative history 

James Davies and his brother David established an organ-building business 
at Preston in 1780 later moving down to London. In 1822 this business 
passed to a nephew, Samuel Renn, who moved it back to the North-west 
eventually establishing himself in Dickinson Street, Manchester. For a short 
time he entered a partnership with John Boston which terminated in 1835 
from which time he traded on his own. In 1845 the business passed to James 
Kirtland a nephew of Renn who had served his apprenticeship in the firm and 
who subsequently formed a partnership with Frederick Jardine the following 
year. The business traded as Kirtland and Jardine until 1874 when Kirtland 
left the firm. For a period from 1874 until 1889 the ownership passed to 
James Alfred Thorold and Charles Woodfield Smith [who had worked for 
Jardine from 1861] - the name of the company changing to Thorold and Smith 
for that period. In 1889 following the death of Thorold, the name reverted to 
Jardine & Co and the firm moved into a new purpose-built work-shop in 
Elsinore Road, Old Trafford in 1900. The business has continued under 
various owners and Managing Directors and now trades as Jardine Church 
Organs.  

Finding aids 
The records have been indexed: entries relating to specific organs can be 
located using the BOA ‘Main Index’ which is available to consult in Cadbury 
Research Library.   

Copies 

Partly available on microfiche. 

Scope and content 

This collection comprises the surviving records of the firm 1845-1976. The 
sequences of contracts and drawings are incomplete: the entries below give 
the job numbers for the first and last files in the archive box and do not 
necessarily indicate that contracts for all the job numbers within that range are 
in the archive.  

Category 

Volume 
number 
assigned 
by BIOS 

Description Date 
BOA 

accession 
Film/ 
fiche 

Box 

Order Book 1 Job numbers 
1-255        

1874-1888 
1888-1912 

0001 ✓ 329  

Order Book 2 Job numbers   
256-426 

1912-1919 0002 ✓ 329 

Ledger 1 Job numbers 
378-1073 

1916-1931 0003 ✓ 329 

Ledger 2 Job numbers 1074-
2060 

1931-1948 0004 ✓ 329 
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Category 

Volume 
number 
assigned 
by BIOS 

Description Date 
BOA 

accession 
Film/ 
fiche 

Box 

Contracts  Job numbers 
14-135 

 0005  459 

Contracts  Job numbers  
136-175 

 0005  460 

Contracts  
Job numbers 
176-210 

 0005  461 

Contracts  
Job numbers   
215-285 

 0005  462 

Contracts  
Job numbers  
286-393 

 0005  463 

Contracts  
Job numbers  
402-540 

1918-1922 0005  464 

Contracts  
Job numbers  
541-700 

1922-1926 0005  465 

Contracts  
Job numbers  
701-900 

1926-1928 0005  466 

Contracts  
Job numbers  
903-1100 

1928-1932 0005  467 

Contracts  
Job numbers  
1101-1300 

1932-1935 0005  468 

Contracts  
Job numbers  
1301-1500 

1935-1938 0005  469 

Contracts  
Job numbers  
1501-1700 

1938-1941 0005  470 

Contracts 
 Job numbers  

1701-1900 
1941-1946 0005  471 

Contracts 
 Job numbers  

1906-2100 
 0005  472 

Contracts  Job numbers  
2101-2300 

 0005  473 

Contracts 
 Job numbers  

2301-2500 
 0005  474 

Contracts 
 Job numbers  

2501-2700 
 0005  475 

Contracts 
 Job numbers  

2703-2900 
-1966 0005  476 
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Category 

Volume 
number 
assigned 
by BIOS 

Description Date 
BOA 

accession 
Film/ 
fiche 

Box 

Contracts 
 

Job numbers  
2901-2999 

1966- 
 
 

0005  477 

Drawings   1-59 

1845-1976 

0006  651 

Drawings  101-150 0006  625 

Drawings  151-200 0006  626 

Drawings  201-250 0006  627 

Drawings  251-300 0006  628 

Drawings  301-350 0006  629 

Drawings  351-400 0006  630 

Drawings  403-454 0006  655 

Drawings  457-723 0006  654 

Drawings  724-828 0006  656 

Drawings  800-1700 0006  631 

Drawings 
 

Unsorted  0006  
156, 

633-635 

Miscellan-
eous 

 
Photo blocks  
1.7-7.7 

 0158  162-168 

 

Related material 

Organ Builder folder sequence: Box 15; Box 51. 
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Records of Thomas S. Jones and Son 
London 

Administrative history 

Established 1854. Manufacturer and inventor of the ‘St Cecilia’ pipe organ. 
Work included the building, re-building, renovation, tuning and cleaning of 
organs. In the firm’s literature dating from the 1920s they advertised as ‘the 
largest builders of cinema organs’. Business address: London. Including 
Marlborough Organ Works, Hanley Road, Finsbury Park, London.  

Custodial history  

Prior to donation to BIOS in 2019, the papers listed below were held by the 
great-great grandson of Thomas S. Jones. The papers are additional to an 
earlier deposit received by BIOS prior to the transfer of the British Organ 
Archive to the University of Birmingham; the earlier deposit is held in the 
Organ Builder folder sequence.   

Copies 

This collection has not been microfilmed. 

Scope and content 

Category Extent  Description Date 
BOA 

accession 

 
Box 

Sales and 
marketing 
literature 

30 

items 

Printed: brochures; 

specifications; 

testimonials; price list; 

photographs of 

indiviudal organs. Much 

relating to the St Cecilia 

pipe organ. 

c 1920s 

 

 

 

2019/113 720 

Patent records 1 item 

Patent Office: Certificate 

of Registration under 

Section 17: ‘St. Cecilia’ 

registered trademark 

number 313801. Issued 

to Thomas Henry Jones, 

trading as Thomas S 

Jones & Son. 15 March 

 

1910 

 

 

 

 

2019/113 720 

Personal papers 1 item 

Indenture of 

Apprenticeship (copy): 

Thomas S. Jones 

apprenticed to his father 

Henry Jones 

1844 

 

 

2019/113 

 

 

720 
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Category Extent  Description Date 
BOA 

accession 

 
Box 

Personal 

memorabilia 
1 item 

Certificate of Admission 

of Thomas Henry Jones 

as a Free Mason in the 

United Grand Lodge. 26 

October 

1896 

 

 

2019/113 

 

 

720 

Personal 

memorabilia 
1 item 

Certificate of Admission 

of Thomas Henry Jones 

as a Free Mason in the 

Supreme Grand and 

Royal Chapter of Royal 

Arch Masons of 

England. 17 March 

 

1905 

 

 

 

2019/113 

 

 

 

720 

Personal 

memorabilia 
1 item 

Certificate of Admission 

of Harold Sidwell Jones 

as a Free Mason in the 

United Grand Lodge. 21 

February 

 

1922 

 

 

2019/113 

 

 

720 

Personal 

memorabilia 
1 item 

Certificate from The 

Guildhall School of 

Music: Tenor Students 

School Prize awarded to 

Mr Sidwell Jones. 28 

October 

1905 

 

 

2019/113 

 

 

720 

Memorabilia 1 item 

Printed programme for a 

concert under the 

direction of Dr W. H. 

Cummings; accompanist 

David Beardwell: on the 

occasion of a 'Visit of 

their Majesties King 

Edward VII and Queen 

Alexandra to The City'. 

25 October 

 

1902 

 

 

 

 

 

2019/113 

 

 

 

 

 

720 

 

Related material 

Organ Builder folder sequence: Box 15. 
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Records of Laycock and Bannister 
Glusburn, Yorkshire (1889-1893); Keighley, Yorkshire  

Administrative history 

‘Laycock and Bannister’, grew out of the organ building firm of John Laycock 
(c 1808-1889), West Closes, Glusburn, Yorkshire, which had been 
established in 1842 (date from the firm's literature). When John Laycock died 
in 1889, the business passed to his son, William Laycock (c 1845-1919). 
William went into partnership with Charles Bannister, who had been foreman 
under John Laycock, and the firm started to operate under the name of 
Laycock and Bannister. William retired in 1914 and his son John Herbert 
Laycock (1879-1939) took his place in the firm. Members of the Bannister and 
Laycock families continued the work of the firm after Charles Bannister's 
death in December 1929. In 1974, the firm was purchased by Nicholson and 
Co, organ builders of Worcester.  Premises: West Closes, Glusburn, 
Yorkshire 1889-1893; Aire Street, Cross Hills, Keighley, Yorkshire 1893-1967 
(purpose-built workshop 1893-early 1940, smaller premises thereafter); Main 
Street, Cross Hills, Keighley, Yorkshire (1967-). Sources: the records; 'John 
Laycock: weaver & organ builder' by Brian Hughes (Musical Opinion Limited, 
2002). 

Finding aids 

This collection is not searchable through the BOA Main Index – it is necessary 
to use the index to the volume to find entries relating to specific organs.   

Scope and content 

A single account book dating from the time when the firm was run by William 
Laycock (c 1845-1919) and Charles Bannister.  

Account book, 1909-1916: sales arranged by account (eg Otley Parish 
Church School) and thereunder chronologically. Entries give brief details of 
work done (including building of new organs, restoration work, tuning) and 
date accounts rendered and settled. Arranged as: pages 1-351 and pages 
459-516 with index at front of the volume. Pages 352-458 blank.   

Finding number 

BOA Box 180.  

Accession number 

ACC2017/106. 

Related material 

Organ Builder folder sequence: Box 16; ‘John Laycock: weaver & organ 
builder’ by Brian Hughes (Musical Opinion Limited, 2002) in the BIOS book 
collection. 
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Records of T. C. Lewis and Co  

London   

Administrative history 

Thomas Christopher Lewis (1833-1915) established his organ-building 
workshop at Ferndale Road, Brixton in 1868 although he is thought to have 
started building organs in 1861 from a disused church in Clapham. He 
originally trained as an architect and the design of his organs, particularly the 
cases, reflects this. The tonal excellence of his work, influenced in part by the 
German builder Edmund Schulze, placed him in the top flight of English organ 
builders, the firm producing in excess of 600 instruments by 1900 from the 
Brixton Works. His instruments were costly and lavishly built from the finest 
materials using thick best quality Spotted-metal down to the lowest pitch and 
Mahogany for the wind chests. Lewis retired in 1905 but continued in an 
advisory role until his death in 1915. He built a number of notably beautiful 
organs, perhaps the best example still in use being at the Kelvindale Art 
Gallery in Glasgow. The firm was amalgamated with Willis and Sons in 1919.  

Finding aids 
All of the records except the Letter Books have been indexed: entries relating 
to specific organs can be located using the BOA ‘Main Index’ which is 
available to consult in Cadbury Research Library.  Entries in the Letter Books 
cannot be found by searching the BOA Main Index - these volumes must be 
searched in person.  

Copies 

Some of the records are available on microfilm. 

Scope and content 

The collection comprises the surviving records of the firm. 

 

Category 
Number 
assigned 
by BIOS 

Description Date 
BOA 

accession 
Film  Box 

Estimate 
Book 

1 Volume ‘E’: 
estimates and 
agreements   

1869-1884 0857       37 
[formerly 
BOA Box 
365] 

Estimate 
Book  

2 Specification Book 1884-1896 0858  28 
[formerly 
Box 370] 

Order Book  1 Volume ‘F’ (also 
‘No. 3’):  entries 
numbered 534-
780 (some 
undated) 

c 1895 - 
c 1907 

0859 81 37 
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Category 
Number 
assigned 
by BIOS 

Description Date 
BOA 

accession 
Film  Box 

Shop Book 
 

1 Volume ‘C’: entries 
numbered 396-
530 (even 
numbers only) 

1886-1892 0860 80      28 
 
[formerly 
BOA Box 
365] 

Shop Book  2 Volume labelled ‘G’ 
(also ‘Specification 
Book’): entries 
numbered 662-
740 dated c 1902-
1905 (most 
undated); also 
including entries 
dated 1884-1885 
crossed out. 

1884 - 
c 1905 

0863 82       37 
 
[formerly 
BOA Box 
365] 

Shop Book 3 Volume ‘H’: entries 
numbered  
746-930 
 

[c 1905 
-1914] 

0864 83        37 
 
[formerly 
BOA Box 
365] 

Shop Book 4 Volume ‘J’ 1907-1918 0865 84        28 
[formerly 
BOA Box 
365] 

Miscellaneous 1 Volume ‘A’  
(also ‘Lewis 
Register’): opus list 
arranged as 
‘Extracts from  
early Lewis 
Records prior to 
the JOB numbering 
which is from 312’ 
(pp2-5) and 
thereafter ‘Job 
numbers from 
specification 
ledgers 312-394 
(even numbers 
only). 
Representing 
‘major contracts, 
new organs, 
rebuilds and 
additions’  

c 1882 - 
1919 

0866 79      28 
 
[formerly 
BOA Box 
365] 



               
British Organ Archive 

 

49 

Category 
Number 
assigned 
by BIOS 

Description Date 
BOA 

accession 
Film  Box 

Miscellaneous 2 Mortgage 
debenture 
certificates 

1901-1922 
0873 

 370 

Miscellaneous  3  1907-1912 0874  366 

Miscellaneous 4 Specification for 
erecting an organ 
factory in 
Shepherd's Lane, 
Brixton for T. W. 
Rogers 

1865 CRL ACC 
2014/102 

  
 

374 

Work Book      1 Volume ‘D’ (also 
‘Book 1’): entries 
numbered 426-
524 (even 
numbers only; 
undated). 

[1879-
1884] 

0861        28 
 
[formerly 
BOA Box 
365] 

Work Book    [2] Unlabelled, 
manuscript 
volume: entries 
522-586 (even 
numbers only; 
incomplete). 

1891-1896 0862       28 
 
[formerly 
BOA Box 
365] 

Ledger  1 Accounts 
1883-1896 0867 76 374 

Ledger  2 Accounts 
1901-1912 0868  373 

Ledger  3 Accounts 
1912-1922 0869 73 373 

Ledger 4 Cash Book  
1896-1916 0870  371 

Ledger 5 Invoice Book 
1905-1919 0871  371 

Ledger 6 Private ledger 1901, 
1920-1921 

0872  371 

Letter Book 0  July 1901- 
July 1902 

1073 64 366 

Letter Book 1  July 1902-
July 1903 

0875 65 366 

Letter Book  2 
 

July 1903-
Sep 1904 

0876 66 366 
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Category 
Number 
assigned 
by BIOS 

Description Date 
BOA 

accession 
Film  Box 

Letter Book  3 
 

Sep 1904-
Feb 1906 

0877 67 378 

Letter Book 4 
 

Feb 1906-
Jul 1907 

0878 68 374 

Letter Book 5 
 

Aug 1907-
Jan 1908 

0879 70 378 

Letter Book 6  Jan 1908-
May 1908 

0880 71 28 
[formerly 
BOA Box 

375] 

Letter Book 7  May 1908-
Sep 1908 

0881 72 375 

Letter Book 8 
 

Sep 1908-
Feb 1909 

0882 89 379 

Letter Book 9 
 

Feb 1909-
May 1909 

0883 90 376 

Letter Book 10 
 

May 1909-
Nov 1909 

0884 91 
376 

Letter Book  11 
 

Nov 1909-
Jun 1910 

0885 92 380 

Letter Book  12 
 

Jun 1910-
Nov 1910 

0886 103 380 

Letter Book  13 
 

Nov 1910-
Apr 1911 

0887 77 367 

Letter Book  14 
 

Apr 1911-
Oct 1911 

0888 104 377 

Letter Book  15 
 

Oct 1911-
Mar 1912 

0889 93 377 

Letter Book  16 
 

Mar 1912-
Aug 1912 

0890 94 368 

Letter Book  
 

17 

 
Aug 1912-
Jan 1913 

0891 105 368 
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Category 
Number 
assigned 
by BIOS 

Description Date 
BOA 

accession 
Film  Box 

Letter Book  18 
 

Jan 1913-
Jun 1913 

0892 69 367 

Letter Book  19 
 

Jun 1913-
Dec 1913 

0893 95 369 

Letter Book  20 
 

Jan 1914-
Jul 1914 

0894 96 372 

Letter Book  21 
 

Jul 1914-
Feb 1915 

0895 97 372 

Letter Book  22 
 

Feb 1915-
Sep 19 15 

0896 98 370 

Letter Book  23 
 

Sep 1915-
Aug 1916 

0897 99 369 

Letter Book  24 
 

Aug 1916-
Oct 1917 

0898 100 369 

Letter Book 25 
 

Oct 1917-
Oct 1918 

0899 101 379 

Letter Book 26  
Oct 1918-
Apr 1919 

0900 102 374 

 

Related material 

Organ Builder folder sequence: BOA Box 17. 
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Records of Liddiatt and Sons  

Leonard Stanley, Gloucestershire 

Administrative history 

Thomas Liddiatt (b 1839) of Stanley Marsh, Leonard Stanley, Gloucestershire 
was originally a joiner and wood carver who went on to make the Gothic and 
Stanley harmoniums. His son, Harry (b 1875) also became an organ and reed 
organ builder and was active during the period 1889-1940. Liddiatt and his 
son built about 40 organs. 

Finding aids 
This collection has not been indexed. It is necessary to search the records to 
find entries relating to specific organs.   

Copies 

These records are not available on microfilm. 

Scope and content 

A small compilation of finance records arising from work undertaken by the 
firm between 1919 and 1940.  

 

Category 

Volume 
number 
assigned 
by BIOS 

Description Date 
BOA 

accession 
Box 

Accounts 1 

Ledger with an adhesive label 
on the cover [not-
contemporary] giving the 
name of the firm and 
identifying the contents as  
‘General Accounts’  

1919-
1929 

0159 98 

Accounts 2 
Ledger: ‘Tuning Contracts 
and Casual Tunings’  

1923-
1939 

0160 98 

Accounts 3 

Ledger: ‘Expenditure and 
receipts’ with adhesive label 
on the cover ‘Accounts 
rendered’ 

1928-
1940 

0161 98 

 

Related material 

Organ Builder folder sequence: Box 17. 
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Records of Norman and Beard  
Norwich  
  

Administrative history 

The firm of Norman & Beard was founded by E. W. Norman in 1868. He was 
soon joined by his brother, Herbert and George Wales Beard, the firm 
becoming ‘Norman Bros. & Beard’. By 1898 the flourishing business became 
a limited liability company as ‘Norman & Beard Ltd’ with a vast workshop in 
Norwich using ‘mass production’ techniques for building parts for instruments. 
In 1916 the company amalgamated with William Hill & Son to become ‘Wm. 
Hill & Son and Norman & Beard Ltd’ later ‘Hill, Norman & Beard’.   

Finding aids 
The records have been indexed: entries relating to specific organs can be 
located using the BOA ‘Main Index’ which is available to consult in Cadbury 
Research Library.   

Copies 

The records, apart from the pipe scales books, are available on microfilm. 

Scope and content 

The collection covers the period from 1879 until 1916.  

 

Category 
Number 
assigned 
by BIOS 

Description Date 
BOA 

accession 

Film 
/ 

fiche 
Box 

Order Book 1 Jobs 30-83 1879-1888 0023 ✓ 301 

Order Book 2 Jobs 86-188 1888-1893 0024 ✓ 301 

Order Book 3 Jobs 189-240 1893-1895 0025 ✓ 301 

Order Book 4 Jobs 241-312 1895-1898 0026 ✓ 301 

Order Book 5 Jobs 313-373 1898-1900 0027 ✓ 301 

Order Book 6 
Jobs 374-422;  
small orders 

1900-1901 0028 ✓ 301 

Order Book 7 Jobs 423-436 1901-1902 0029 ✓ 302 

Order Book 8 Jobs 437-511 1902-1903 0030 ✓ 302 

Order Book 9 
Jobs 514-651; 
small orders 
7288-8178 

1903-1905 0031 ✓ 302 

Order Book 10 Jobs 652-805 1905-1906 0032 ✓ 303 

Order Book 11 Jobs 806-941 1906-1907 0033 ✓ 304 
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Category 
Number 
assigned 
by BIOS 

Description Date 
BOA 

accession 

Film 
/ 

fiche 
Box 

Order Book 12 Jobs 942-1064 1908-1910 0034 ✓ 305 

Order Book 13 Jobs 1065-1196 1910-1911 0035 ✓ 306 

Order Book 14 Jobs 1197-1307 1911-1913 0036 ✓ 307 

Order Book 15 Jobs 1308-1408 1913-1915 0037 ✓ 308 

Order Book 16 Jobs 1409-1441 1914-1916 0038 ✓ 309 

Order Books - 
duplicates 

1 

Jobs 1221-
1438; 
small orders 
12409-13138 

1912-1921 0039 

 

 

Order Book -
duplicates 

2 
Scottish Order 
Book 

1911-14 0040 
✓ 

310 

Contracts 

 

Incomplete 
sequence; held 
with HNB 
contracts  

1902-1916 0096 

 

222- 
238 

Drawings 

 

Drawings of 
Norman & 
Beard; Hill & 
Son and HNB 
boxed in a 
single 
alphabetical 
sequence 

Indexed 
(full list 

available) 

0151 

 

501- 
603 

Miscellaneous 
1 

Second-hand 
organs in stock 

1908-15 0041 
✓ 

310 

Miscellaneous 
2 

Foreman’s 
Order Book 

1897-98 0153 
✓ 

310 

Miscellaneous 
3 

Pipe Scales 
Book 

1904-06 0436 
 

 

Miscellaneous 
4 

Pipe Scales 
Book 

1909-12 0437 
 

 

 

Related material 

Organ Builder folder sequence: Box 19. 
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Records of Alphonse Noterman and Co 
London 

Administrative history 

Belgian organ builder, Alphonse Noterman (1868-1919) established his 
business in 1898, and the firm continued up to about 1970. It was based in 
premises in Shepherds Bush and after Alphonse’s death, the firm was run by 
his two sons, A. A. Noterman (fl 1919-1950) and Gaston Noterman (c 1892-
1954). 

Additional finding aids 
This collection has not been indexed. It is necessary to search the records to 
find entries relating to specific organs.   

Copies 

This collection has not been microfilmed. 

Scope and content 
Unprocessed. 

Related material 

Organ Builder folder sequence: Box 19. 
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Records relating to Pendlebury Organ Co 
Leigh, Lancashire 

Administrative history 

Thomas Pendlebury (1867-1933) founded this small organ-building company 
at Leigh, Lancashire around 1898. The company continued under his son 
Stanley who also opened a small branch in Blackpool - one or two other 
family members joined the firm for short periods. Following Stanley's death in 
1988 the business was wound up.  

Finding aids 
This collection has not been indexed. It is necessary to search the file of 
papers to find entries relating to specific organs.   

Copies 

The Order Book is not available on microfilm. 

Scope and content 

Category Extent Description Date 
BOA 

accession 
Box 

Ledger 1 file Looseleaf copy of a ledger with 
entries dated 1899-1983: 
‘Pendlebury Order Book’ 
(photocopy). 
 
Provenance of copy unknown.     

1899-1983 0551 64 

 

Related material 

Organ Builder folder sequence: Box 19. 
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Records of Pipecraft 
   

Administrative history 

Derek Jones set up his pipe-making business to cater for specialist pipe-work 
in organs where individual tonality was essential and was often asked to make 
pipes of precise scales to fit into historic instruments to replace a missing 
pipe. This firm was active between 1967 and 2004. 

Finding aids 
The scale charts have been indexed: entries relating to specific organs can be 
located using the BOA ‘Main Index’ which is available to consult in Cadbury 
Research Library.   

Copies 
These records are not available on microfilm. 

Scope and content 

 

Category Extent Description Date 
BOA 

accession 
Box 

Work Sheets  Pipe scales for newly 
made pipes 

1967-2004  160-161 

 

 
  



               
British Organ Archive 

 

58 

Records of Charles A. Smethurst   
Manchester 

Administrative history 

Charles Smethurst was active during the 1960s in the north-east of England 
and Northern Ireland with a workshop based in Manchester.  

Finding aids 
The records have not been indexed. 

Copies 
These records are not available on microfilm. 

Scope and content 

The BOA only includes estimates and correspondence about organs which 
were never built. Although limited, the records are of some use in showing the 
scope of the organs that he was building.  

 

Category Files Description Date 
BOA 

accession 
Box 

Estimates 94 
files 

Correspondence 
relating to estimates in 
an alphabetical 
sequence of files 
arranged by organ 
location. Including 
some printed items 
and plans. 
 

1950s-1970s 

 

118-119 

Estimates 

 

Correspondence 
relating to estimates. 
 

Late 20th 
century  

120 

 

Related material 

Organ Builder folder sequence: Box 22. 
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Records of Wadsworth and Co  

Manchester   

Administrative history 

Edward Wadsworth trained as an organ builder with Kirtland & Jardine and 
then set up in business on his own account in Manchester in 1860. He was 
joined by his brother Ernest in 1875 setting up a second branch of the 
business in Aberdeen from 1879 - the firm became known as Wadsworth 
Bros. Following the death of the two brothers around 1916 the company 
continued to be run by the employees as E. Wadsworth Ltd until the end of 
the Second World War in 1945. From 1917 the firm produced fewer new 
instruments and concentrated on maintenance work and rebuilds of older 
instruments. The business was taken over by Jardine & Co in 1946. 

Finding aids 

The records have been indexed: entries relating to specific organs can be 
located using the BOA ‘Main Index’ available in Cadbury Research Library.   

Copies 

Most of the records are available on microfilm. 

Scope and content 

The early order books do not appear to have survived. The detailed shop 
books only run from 1904 until 1926. The account books date from the start of 
the business in 1861 until closure in 1946 but contain very little information 
about the organs, being limited to ‘tuning visits’ and noting the date and cost 
of occasional rebuilds and overhauls.   

Category 
Number 
assigned 
by BIOS 

Description Date 
BOA 

accession 

Film 
/ 

fiche 
Box 

Shop Book 1 Entries for jobs 
numbers 530-635; loose 
papers have been 
packaged separately. 

1904-1912 0007 ✓ 325 

Shop Book 
2 

Job numbers 636-716 
1912-1926 0008 ✓ 325 

Account Book 1 Ledger 1861-1884 0009 ✓ 325 

Account Book 2 Ledger 1885-1906 0010 ✓ 325 

Account Book 3 Ledger 1906-1916 0011 ✓ 326 

Account Book 4 Ledger 1916-1929 0012 ✓ 326 

Account Book 5 Ledger 1929-1946      0013     149 
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Related material 

Organ Builder folder sequence: Box 23. 
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Records of Willis and Sons  
London   

Administrative history 

Henry Willis was one of the greatest of the grand Victorian organ builders who 
broke new boundaries in organ voicing and construction. Over the years the 
firm has been run by a successive list of eldest sons - all called Henry - 
beginning with ‘Father Willis’, the later sons being known by a roman numeral 
after the name ‘Henry’. Henry Willis IV is still alive but has recently sold the 
company and the firm which now trades as Henry Willis & Co in Liverpool and 
no longer has any links with the family. 

Finding aids 

All the records, with the exception of the Letter Books, have been indexed: 
entries relating to specific organs can be located using the BOA ‘Main Index’ 
which is available to consult in Cadbury Research Library.  References in the 
Letter Books to specific organs will not be picked up by searching the BOA 
Main Index.     

Copies 

Most of these records are available on microfilm.  The lantern slides were 
photographed and copied on to Compact Disc by Greg Chandler in 2015 and 
the digital copies are available to view in Cadbury Research Library.  

Scope and content 

The collection does not include records of the firm dating from before 1875.  

 

Category Volume 
number 

Description     Date BOA 
accession 

Film Box 

Estimate Book 5 Order Book Dec 1875- 
May 1884 

0814 1-2 337 

Estimate Book 6 Order Book May 1884- 
Jun 1887 

0815 3 338 

Estimate Book 7 Order Book Jul 1887- 
Oct 1890 

0816 4 338 

Estimate Book 8 Order Book Oct 1890- 
Aug 1893 

0817 5 355 

Estimate Book 9 Order Book Aug 1893- 
Jan 1897 

0818 6 356 

Estimate Book 10 Order Book Jan 1897- 
Sep 1902 

0819 7 356 

Estimate Book 11 Order Book Sep 1902- 
Aug 1909 

0820 8 364 

Estimate Book 12 Order Book Sep 1909- 
Mar 1913 

0821 9 355 
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Category Volume 
number 

Description     Date BOA 
accession 

Film Box 

Estimate Book 13 Order Book Oct 1913- 
Jan 1920 

0822 10-11 358 

Estimate Book 14 Order Book Jan 1920- 
Dec 1922 

0823 12 357 

Letter Book 29 Correspondence Nov 1901- 
Jun 1902 

0824 16-17 335 

Letter Book 30 Correspondence Jun 1902- 
Dec 1902 

0825 18-19 361 

Letter Book 31 Correspondence Dec 1902- 
May 1903 

0826 20-21 361 

Letter Book 32 Correspondence May 1903- 
Oct 1903 

0827 22-23 361 

Letter Book 33 Correspondence Oct 1903- 
Apr 1904 

0828 24-25 361 

Letter Book 34 Correspondence Apr 1904- 
Nov 1904 

0829 26-27 362 

Letter Book 35 Correspondence Nov 1904- 
Jul 1905 

0830 28-29 362 

Letter Book 36 Correspondence Jul 1905- 
Jun 1906 

0831 30-31 362 

Letter Book - Correspondence Aug 1906- 
May 1910 

  331 

Letter Book 37 Correspondence Jun 1906- 
May 1907 

0832 32-33 362 

Letter Book 38 Correspondence May 1907- 
Mar 1908 

0833 34-35 363 

Letter Book 39 Correspondence Mar 1908- 
Apr 1909 

0834 36-37 363 

Letter Book 40 Correspondence Apr 1909- 
May 1910 

0835 38-39 363 

Letter Book 41 Correspondence May 1910- 
May 1911 

0836 40-41 363 

Letter Book 42 Correspondence May 1911- 
Apr 1912 

0837 42-43 333 

Letter Book 43 Correspondence Apr 1912- 
Dec 1912 

0838 44-45 333 

Letter Book 44 Correspondence Dec 1912- 
Aug 1913 

0839 46-47 333 
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Category Volume 
number 

Description     Date BOA 
accession 

Film Box 

Letter Book 45 Correspondence Aug 1913- 
Apr 1914 

0840 48-49 333 

Letter Book 46 Correspondence Apr 1914- 
Jan 1915 

0841 50-51  

Letter Book 
47 Correspondence Jan 1915- 

Oct 1915 
0842 52-53 331 

Letter Book 
48 Correspondence Oct 1915- 

Jul 1916 
0843 54-55 331 

Letter Book 
49 Correspondence Jul 1916- 

Jun 1917 
0844 56-57 332 

Letter Book 
50 Correspondence Jun 1917- 

Aug 1918 
0845 58-59 332 

Letter Book 
51 Correspondence Aug 1918- 

Apr 1919 
0846 60-61 334 

Letter Book 52 Correspondence 1919-1919 0847 62-63 334 

Letter Book 
53 Correspondence 1919-

Jan1920 
0848  334 

Letter Book 
54 Correspondence Feb -Jun 

1920 
 

0849  334 

Ledger 1 Sold Ledger 1878-1905  14 364 

Ledger 2 Sold Ledger 1899-1919  15 336 

Account Book 
1 Petty cash 

expenses, etc 
1905-1907  13 335 

Account Book 
2  1919-1933  85 335 

Account Book 
3 Invoice Book 19 1907-1911  74-75 339 

Account Book 
4 Invoice Book 20 1911-1916  87-88 339 

Account Book 
     - Includes estate of 

Henry Willis (end) 
c 1905-c 

1917 
0851  337 

Miscellaneous 
Ledger 

 List of organs; log 
of jobs 

1872-1897 
1897 ff 

 86 
336 

Rotunda  Volumes 1-5 1925-1934   Books 
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Category Volume 
number 

Description     Date BOA 
accession 

Film Box 

Lantern Slides  Miscellaneous 
Willis organs 

Henry 
Willis III 

395 
 

Glass 
Willis 

 

Related material 

Organ Builder folder sequence: Box 25. 
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Records of Roger Yates  
Michaelstowe, Bodmin, Cornwall 

Administrative history 

Roger Yates (1905-1975) was apprenticed to Henry Willis in London, 1922-
28. In 1928 he purchased the organ building business of C. F. Lloyd in 
Nottingham where he worked until 1937 when he moved to Bodmin, Cornwall 
taking several of his employees with him. In 1946, he moved to the Old 
Rectory, Michaelstowe, Cornwall where he worked on his own until 1972.  

Finding aids 

The drawings have been indexed: entries relating to specific organs can be 
located using the BOA ‘Main Index’ which is available to consult in Cadbury 
Research Library.   

Copies 

These drawings are not available on microfilm. 

Scope and content 

Category Extent Description Date 
BOA 

accession 
Box 

Drawings  Unlisted 

mid-late 
20th 

century 
 

1024 617 

 

Related material 

Organ Builder folder sequence: Box 25; in Box 46 there is an album of 
photographs with a BOA adhesive label giving G. B. Taylor album 3.3 with 
Taylor scored through and the name Roger Yates added.    
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Records of individuals and businesses engaged in 
activities ancillary to organ building 

Collections of records arising from the work of firms or individuals, arranged in 
the order in which they were deposited.    

The activities covered currently concern organ case design and organ 
consultancy.       
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Papers of Donald Wright, Organ Consultant 
 

Administrative history 

Donald Wright (d 2005), organ consultant, was Durham Diocesan Organ 
Adviser from 1964 and was Chairman of BIOS in the 1980s. Obituary in BIOS 
Reporter, Vol 29, No 3, July 2005. 

Note  

Prior to October 2018, this collection was listed with the ‘Personal records of 
antiquaries, scholars and others …..’ 

Scope and content 

Papers relating to named organs which after receipt into the archive were 
arranged in archival folders marked with the BOA organ reference number (as 
given in the BOA Main Index).  

Description Date Extent 
BOA  

accession 
Box 

Hexham Abbey new organ (BOA ref 6459): 
printed material relating to various organs, 
correspondence,  plans, specification and reports, 
notes for organ committee, quotation for work, 
sample of oak for case, photograph (arranged in 
files dated c 1972 and c 1971-979) 

c 1971-  
c 1979 

1 file and 
additional 

loose 
papers 

0557-0568 41 

Newcastle St Thomas organ (BOA ref 11573):  
photographs and papers   

 1 file 0557-0568 42 

Sheffield City Hall organ (BOA ref 14401)  1 file 0557-0568 42 

Preston Public Hall organ (BOA ref 20964) 1980-
1989 

1 file 0557-0568 42 

Abbots Leigh organ, Leigh Court (St 
Christopher’s School)  

1985 1 file 0557-0568 42 

Elliot organ, Scone Palace (BOA ref 14284) 1986-
1989 

1 file 0557-0568 42 

Gresham’s School organ, Holt (BOA ref 6730) 1987 1 file 0557-0568 43 

Lulworth Castle Chapel organ (BOA ref 8756) 1984-
1985 

2 files 0557-0568 43 

Box 5   0557-0568 155 
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Papers of Ralph William Downes, Organ Designer and Consultant   
 

Administrative history 

Ralph Downes (1904-1993) was a gifted performer, advisor and designer of 
organs who flourished in the mid-20th century. He made an extensive study of 
pipe-scales and voicing, working alongside some of the major organ builders 
of his day.  

Custodial history 

An initial deposit of papers was added to the BOA in 2013. This first deposit 
was prepared by his son, Kerry Downes, to enable researchers to study 
individual organs whilst retaining a sense of Ralph Downes’ overall working 
output (listed in the table below). After the death of Kerry Downes (2019), a 
second deposit was received through Kerry Downes‘ literary executor 
(accession number ACC2023/87). This second deposit, comprising a further 
14 boxes and two large items, is listed separately. The second deposit 
includes additional correspondence and papers relating to Ralph Downes‘ 
working life, most particularly as organ consultant and musician, but also 
includes a substantial number of personal and family papers which provide a 
broader record of Downes‘ family life. 

Note 

Prior to October 2018 this collection was listed with the ‘Personal records of 
antiquaries, scholars and others’. 

Scope and content 

Folder Location Building Remarks BOA 
No 

Box 

1.1 Buckfastleigh Buckfast Abbey 
Correspondence over changing 
tuner 1983; also new blower 

2300 701 

1.2 Buckfastleigh Buckfast Abbey 

Plan for new organ 1938; 
revised scheme 1947; 
correspondence with J. W. Walker & 
Sons Ltd, details of the rebuild of 
the organ 1951/1952 and 
subsequent action problems. 
Further correspondence and 
changes to the organ up to 1963 

2300 701 

1.3 Buckfastleigh Buckfast Abbey Miscellaneous drawings 1952-1983  2300 
701 

2.1 Lambeth 
Royal Festival 
Hall 

Papers and correspondence 1948-
1963 

7655 701 

2.2 Lambeth 
Royal Festival 
Hall 

Further correspondence 1948-
1963 

7655 701 

2.3 Lambeth 
Royal Festival 
Hall 

Correspondence with Flentrop 
1949-1954 

7655 702 
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Folder Location Building Remarks BOA 
No 

Box 

2.4 Lambeth 
Royal Festival 
Hall 

Correspondence with Rochesson  
1948-1954 

7655 702 

2.5 Lambeth 
Royal Festival 
Hall 

Curatorial papers 1968-1974 7655 702 

2.6 Lambeth 
Royal Festival 
Hall 

Architect’s Dept. papers 1948-1955 7655 702 

2.7 Lambeth 
Royal Festival 
Hall 

Correspondence with  
Harrison & Harrison 1948-1955 

7655 703 

2.8 Lambeth 
Royal Festival 
Hall 

Clean and overhaul 1961-1963 7655 704 

2.9 Lambeth 
Royal Festival 
Hall 

Clean and overhaul 1972-1974 7655 704 

2.10 Lambeth 
Royal Festival 
Hall 

Acoustics 1983-1990 7655 704 

2.11 Lambeth 
Royal Festival 
Hall 

Correspondence-Clerk of the 
Council prior to June 1961 

7655 704 

2.12 Lambeth 
Royal Festival 
Hall 

Design/building notes 7655 704 

2.13 Lambeth 
Royal Festival 
Hall 

Correspondence with  
General Manager 1952-1955 

7655 704 

2.14 Lambeth 
Royal Festival 
Hall 

Curatorial correspondence 1972-
1985 

7655 704 

3.1 Brompton Little Oratory 
Papers selected by RD whilst 
writing "Baroque Tricks" 

7309 705 

3.2 Brompton Little Oratory 
Proposal by Mander 1971  
(not taken up) 

7309 705 

3.3 Brompton Oratory 
Correspondence J. W. Walker et al. 
1954-1984 

7309 705 

3.4 Brompton Little Oratory Correspondence Flentrop/Budgen 7309 705 

3.5 Brompton Little Oratory 
Proposal for new portable organ by 
R. H. Walker and Son 1970/1971 

7309 705 

3.6 Brompton Oratory Clean and overhaul 1985 7309 705 

3.7 Brompton Oratory Pipe scales 7309 705 

3.7  Carmelites Pipe scales  705 

4.1 Valletta St Giovani Correspondence 1959 31420 706 
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Folder Location Building Remarks BOA 
No 

Box 

4.2 Valletta St Giovani Correspondence 1959-1961 31420 706 

4.3 Valletta St Giovani Technical Notes 31420 706 

4.4 Valletta St Giovani Technical Notes 31420 706 

5.1 St Albans Abbey Miscellaneous correspondence 13756 706 

5.2 St Albans Abbey Correspondence 1958-1960 13756 706 

5.3 St Albans Abbey Correspondence 1961-1963 13756 707 

5.4 St Albans Abbey Correspondence 1972-1981 13756 707 

6.1 Croydon Fairfield Halls Correspondence 1960-1962 3796 707 

6.2 Croydon Fairfield Halls Correspondence 1963-1964 3796 707 

6.3 Croydon Fairfield Halls Correspondence 1965-1979 3796 707 

6.4 Croydon Fairfield Halls Drawings 3796 708 

6.5 Croydon Fairfield Halls Scalings 3796 708 

7.1 Paisley Abbey Drawings and scaling 12364 708 

7.2 Paisley Abbey Correspondence 1966-1982 12364 708 

8.1 Forde Abbey Correspondence 1978-1982 5068 708 

9.1 Gloucester Cathedral Correspondence 1969-1971 5457 709 

9.2 Gloucester Cathedral Correspondence 1971-1973 5457 709 

9.3 Gloucester Cathedral Drawings 5457 709 

9.4 Gloucester Cathedral Miscellaneous data 5457 709 

9.5 Gloucester Cathedral Historical notes 5457 709 

9.6 Gloucester Cathedral Miscellaneous 1985-1986 5457 709 

9.7 Gloucester Cathedral 
Miscellaneous scales and 
correspondence 

5457 710 

10.1 Lambeth 
Queen Elizabeth 
Hall 

Correspondence  710 

10.2 Lambeth 
Queen Elizabeth 
Hall 

Correspondence  710 
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Folder Location Building Remarks BOA 
No 

Box 

10.3 Lambeth 
Queen Elizabeth 
Hall 

Drawings  710 

10.4 Lambeth 
Queen Elizabeth 
Hall 

Problems with the organ; plans for 
new auxiliary Chamber organ 

 710 

11.1 Armley St Bartholomew Correspondence 1973-1979  711 

11.2 Armley 
St Bartholomew 

Drawings; centenary booklet; 
miscellaneous notes 

 711 

11.3 Armley St Bartholomew Correspondence 1979-1985  711 

12.1 Clerkenwell Italian Church Correspondence  711 

13.1 Leeds Parish Church 
[Minster] 

Copies of letters from Schultze and 
Cavaille-Coll; to T. S. Kennedy  711 

14.1 Dublin Kennedy Hall Correspondence  712 

15.1 Dublin Trinity College Correspondence  712 

16.1 Westminster St Clement 
Danes 

Correspondence 
17222 712 

17.1 Chigwell Parish Church 
Notes, drawings, scales 

 712 

17.2 Chigwell Parish Church Correspondence 1952-1953  712 

18.1 Cardiff St David's / 
National 
Concert Hall of 
Wales 

Correspondence, drawings and 
scales, 1977-1980 

 713 

18.2 Cardiff St David's / 
National 
Concert Hall of 
Wales 

Correspondence, drawings and 
scales, 1977-1980 

 713 

18.3 Cardiff St David's / 
National 
Concert Hall of 
Wales 

Correspondence, drawings and 
scales, 1977-1980 

 713 

18.4 Cardiff St David's / 
National 
Concert Hall of 
Wales 

Correspondence with architect, 
1977-1982 

 713 

18.5 Cardiff St David's / 
National 
Concert Hall of 
Wales 

Correspondence with director, 
1977-1982 

 713 
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Folder Location Building Remarks BOA 
No 

Box 

18.6 Cardiff St David's / 
National 
Concert Hall of 
Wales 

Legal and financial correspondence, 
1977-1982 

 714 

18.7 Cardiff St David's / 
National 
Concert Hall of 
Wales 

Correspondence 1977-1980;  
including Peter Collins; contents 
collected together by R. D. 

 714 

18.8 Cardiff St David's / 
National 
Concert Hall of 
Wales 

General correspondence and 
acoustic/scale graphs; 1987-1982; 
contents collected together by R. D. 

 714 

18.9 Cardiff St David's / 
National 
Concert Hall of 
Wales 

Correspondence with Carr & Angier 
[Theatre Consultants] 1977-1983; 
contents collected together by R. D. 

 714 

18.10 Cardiff St David's / 
National 
Concert Hall of 
Wales 

General correspondence inc. 
Consultancy agreement 1978-1986; 
contents collected together by R. D. 

 714 

19.1 Leckhampton St Philip & St 
James 

Report and correspondence  
1979-1981 

 714 

20.1 Southwark 
Cathedral 

Report on the state of the organ and 
correspondence about removal or 
future restoration 1976  

14981 715 

21.1 Northampton 

All Saints 

Report on Brindley and Foster 
organ and possible replacement 
1977 

11700 715 

22.1 Nottingham 
Albert Hall 

Report & correspondence about 
restoration of Binns organ 1987 

11939 715 

23.1 Orpington St Olave's 
School 

Correspondence 1964-1968 
20480 715 

23.2 Orpington St Olave's 
School 

Correspondence 1985-1989 
20480 715 

24.1 Oundle 
School Correspondence 1956-1957 

12151 715 

24.2 Oundle School Correspondence 1977-1979 12151 715 

25.1 Edinburgh St Giles 
Report, correspondence, drawings, 
proposed scales 1966/1967 

4522 715 
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Folder Location Building Remarks BOA 
No 

Box 

26.1 Windsor Castle Correspondence 1976-1979 17649 715 

27.1 Basingstoke St Michael Correspondence 1988 796 716 

28.1 Oxford Magdalen 
College 

Correspondence 1981-83 12213 716 

29.1 Lancaster University Correspondence 1975-78 7706 716 

30.1 Oxford 
Keble College 

Correspondence 1984-86 12208 716 

31.1 Kensington Carmelites Correspondence 1965-66 7336 716 

32.1 Malvern 
Priory 

Correspondence 1977-79 10529 716 

33.1 Southport Holy Trinity Correspondence 1974-75 14955 716 

34.1 Snape The Maltings 
(Peter 
Hindmarsh) 

Correspondence 1973  716 

35.1 Oxford Christ Church 
Cathedral 

Correspondence 1971-74 12186 717 

36.1 Ayot St 
Lawrence 

St Lawrence 
Correspondence 1963-64 575 717 

37.1 Tisbury 
Wardour Castle 

Correspondence 1962-66 16800 717 

38.1 Barnes 
Holy Trinity 

Correspondence 1963-64 21691 717 

39.1 Leicester Holy Cross 
Priory 

Correspondence 1953-73  717 

40.1 Coventry Cathedral Correspondence 1956 3639 717 

41.1 Camberwell St Giles Correspondence 1951-62 2585 717 

42.1 Streatham English Martyrs Correspondence 1978  717 

43.1 Newcastle upon 
Tyne 

St Dominic's 
Priory 

Correspondence 1956  717 

44.1 Notting Hill St John Correspondence 1964  717 

45.1 Newcastle upon 
Tyne 

Cathedral 
Correspondence with Russell 
Missin 1970 

 718 

45.2 Huddersfield Town Hall 
Correspondence with Brian 
Pearson 1977 

 718 
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Folder Location Building Remarks BOA 
No 

Box 

45.3 Brompton Oratory School 
Correspondence with Headmaster 
1978 

 718 

45.4 Brompton Oratory Correspondence with Flentrop 
1972 

   718 

45.5 Ealing Abbey Correspondence with Flentrop 
1972 

   718 

46.1 Miscellaneous Unsorted Individual letters unsorted    718 

47.1 Miscellaneous Unsorted Unsorted correspondence    718 

47.2 Miscellaneous Unsorted Unsorted correspondence    718 

47.3 Miscellaneous Unsorted Unsorted correspondence    718 

48.1 Miscellaneous Drawings Unsorted drawings    719 

 

Related material 

Ralph Downes Letters Additional: a small collection comprising two signed, 
manuscript letters of reply from Ralph Downes to [schoolboy] Ian Needleman, 
28 September 1976 and 8 December 1978, and a programme for an organ 
recital at which Ian Needleman turned the pages for Downes, 22 October 
1977. Finding number: BOA Box 722. 

A paper handlist to additional records received in 2023 is available in the 
Cadbury Research Library reading room.  
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Papers of David Graebe, Organ Case Designer 
 

Administrative history 

David Graebe (1937-2016), was born in Bexhill-on-Sea. Educated at the 
Prebendal School in Chichester, he went on to study architecture at Brighton 
College of Art. After a brief period working as an architect, in the late 1970s 
he began working for the organ building firm of J. W. Walker and Sons Ltd 
where his designs included the case for the new organ in St Chad's Roman 
Catholic Cathedral in Birmingham. In November 1990 he set up as a 
freelance designer. With an international reputation for beauty and creativity, 
his designs can be seen most widely in Britain and America but also in 
Australia, Europe, Jamaica, South Africa, South Korea and Taiwan.  Sources: 
Roger Pulham, 'David Graebe 1937-2016, Organ Case Designer', Organ 
Building, vol 17, 82-87, IBO 2017; Daily Telegraph obituaries 10 July 2016 
available online at https://www.telegraph.co.uk/obituaries/2016/07/10/david-
graebe-organ-case-designer-who-was-informed-by-his-musical/ (accessed 27 
June 2018). 

Custodial history 

After David Graebe's death, some of the drawings were held at the home of 
his executor who sorted the contents before the whole collection was passed 
to the chair of the British Institute of Organ Studies, for deposit in the British 
Organ Archive.     

Scope and content 

The collection comprises Graebe's drawings for organ cases, predominantly 
dating from the period after he left the organ building firm of J. W. Walker and 
Sons [Ltd] and set up as a freelance designer, but also including a few earlier 
designs, most notably for Lancing College Chapel (1986). During his 
freelance years, Graebe continued to design for J. W. Walker as well as for a 
variety of other prestigious firms in the UK and overseas and this important 
and extensive collection includes designs for the firms of Harrison and 
Harrison of Durham, Wood of Huddersfield, Nicholson [and Co] of Malvern, 
Principal Pipe Organs of York, Kenneth Jones and Associates, Ireland, Austin 
Organs Inc of Hartford, Connecticut, [USA], Jerroll Adams of Michigan, [USA], 
D. F. Pilzecker and Co of Ohio, [USA], Lively-Fulcher Pipe Organs of Virginia 
[USA] and Klais Orgelbau of Bonn [Germany] as well as J. W. Walker and 
Sons. Most of the designs are cases for organs in Britain and America but 
there are also drawings for organs in Australia, France, Germany, Jamaica, 
Norway, South Africa, South Korea, Sweden and Taiwan.   
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A provisional listing of the papers is given below (some papers remain unseen 
as they are awaiting conservation). Entries are in broad alphabetical order by 
name of the Organ Building firm for whom Graebe was designing and 
thereunder by organ location.  

 
 
 
 
 

Commissioning firm  Organ location 
[Graebe roll 

number] 

Austin Organs Inc, Hartford, 
Connecticut, [USA]  

USA: Grace Church, Brooklyn Heights, New 
York City.  

21 

J. W. Walker and Sons [Ltd] Australia: New South Wales, Sydney, St 
Mary's Cathedral: proposed organ, 1997. 

11 

[England]: Barnsley, Yorkshire, St Mary's: 
proposed organ, 2000. 

11 

[England]: Birmingham, Royal College of 
Organists, Concert Hall: proposed organ, 
2003. 

8 

[England]: Braested, Kent, St Martin's: 
proposed organ, 1991. 

9 

[England]: Bristol, Clifton, Christ Church: 
proposed organ, 1999. 

11 

[England]: [Bristol], Clifton College, Prep 
School: proposed organ, 1993.  

9 

[England]: Bromley, Kent, St Peter and St 
Paul: proposed organ, 1989.  

14 

[England]: Bromley, Kent, St Peter and St 
Paul: new organ, 1991. 

5 

[England]: Bury St Edmunds Cathedral: 
proposed new organ cases, 1994. 

14 

[England]: Cambridge, Downing College: 
proposed organ, 2003.  

8 

[England]: Canterbury Cathedral Crypt: 
proposed organ, 1992. 

5 

[England]: Coventry, Holy Trinity Church: 
proposed organ, 2000.  

11 

[England]: Crowborough, All Saints: 
proposed organ, 1998.  

13 

[England]: Great Munden, [Hertfordshire], 
Arts Centre: proposed west gallery, 1999. 

16 
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Commissioning firm  Organ location 
[Graebe roll 

number] 

[England]: Harlton, Cambridgeshire, 
Harlton Church: proposed Organ Gallery 
(For P & S Joinery), nd. 

8 

[England]: Hilton, Cambridgeshire: two 
schemes for discussion, 1992. 

14 

House Organ: proposed house organ, 2000. 16 

[England]: Itchinfield, West Sussex, St 
Nicholas' Church: remodelling of existing 
organ, 1990.  

5 

[England]: Lancing College Chapel, 
[Sussex]: sketches and joinery plans, 1986. 

12 

[England]: Langley Marsh, Berkshire, St 
Mary's Church: proposed organ, 1999. 

3 

[England]: London, Chester Square, St 
Michael's: proposed organ, 1991. 

14 

[England]: [London, Epping Forest], 
Waltham Abbey organ: proposed new 
Choir organ, 1992. 

10 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[England]: London, Greenwich, Trinity 
College of Music: proposed remaking of 
1983 J. W. W[alker] organ, 2000. 

16 

[England]: London, Kennington, St John the 
Divine: proposed organ, 1988. 

14 

[England]: London, St Martin in the Fields: 
proposed new organ elevation, 1987. 

17 

[England]: London (W[est]), Sussex 
Gardens, St James': proposed organ, 1998 

11 

[England]: London, Westminster 
Cathedral: proposed nave organ, 1982 . 

2 

[England]: London, Wimbledon (West), 
Christ Church: proposed organ, 1997. 

16 

[England]: London, Wimbledon, King's 
College School: proposed organ, nd. 

3 

[England]: Manchester Cathedral: 
proposed organ, 1990. 

13 

[England]: Manchester Cathedral: 
proposed organ, 1990. 

14 

[England]: Mayfield, Sussex, St Dunstan's 
Church: carving & joinery plans, 1996.  

3 
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Commissioning firm  Organ location 
[Graebe roll 

number] 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[England]: Mayfield, Sussex, St Dunstan's 
Church: proposed organ, 1991. 

14 

[England]: Mayfield, Sussex, St Dunstan's 
Church: carving plans, 1996. 

10 

[England]: Newbury, St Nicholas: proposed 
reconstruction of organ, 1998. 

13 

[England]: Oakham, Rutland, All Saints 
Church: proposed organ [c late 20th cent] 

10 

[England]: Oundle, St Peter's Church: new 
or rebuilt organ, 2003. 

8 

[England]: Oxford, Jesus College: proposed 
organ, 1991. 

14 

[England]: Oxford, Merton College: 
proposed swell grilles, 2001.  

8 

[England]: Portsmouth Cathedral: 
proposed replanning of organ, 1992. 

14 

[England]: Reading, St Lawrence: proposed 
organ, 1999. 

13 

[England]: Romsey Abbey: proposed nave 
organ, 1993. 

14 

[England]: St Albans, St Peter's Church: 
proposed organ, 2003. 

8 

[England]: Salisbury, St Thomas: proposed 
west organ, 1999. 

13 

[England]: Santon Downham, Music Room: 
proposed organ & landscaping plans 
outside, 1994. 

4 

 [England]: Sheffield Cathedral: proposed 
organ, 1999. 

13 

[England]: Soham, Cambridgeshire, St 
Andrew's: proposed organ, 2003. 

8 

[England]: Sonning, [Berkshire], St 
Andrew's: proposed rebuilding of organ, 
1999.  

13 

[England]: Tonbridge, Kent, Tonbridge 
School: proposed organ, 1991. 

14 

[England]: Upminster, St Laurence: 
proposed organ, 1998. 

13 
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Commissioning firm  Organ location 
[Graebe roll 

number] 

[England]: Westbourne, West Sussex, 
Westbourne Church organ: proposed 
organ, 1999.   

14 

[England]: Westcott, Surrey, Holy Trinity: 
proposed organ, 1991. 

9 

[England]: Witham, Essex, St Nicolas: 
proposed organ, 1999. 

13 

[England]: Woodmansterne, St Peter's: 
proposed organ, 1998. 

13 

France: Paris, St Ferdinand Desternes: 
proposed organ, 1992. 

15 

Germany: Bayern, Bayreuth, Fachacademie 
fur Evangelische Kirchenmusic: proposed 
organ, nd. 

16 

Germany: Bayern, Weilheim, Evang. 
Lutheran, Apostelkirche: proposed new 
nave organ, 1993.  

5 

Germany: Cologne Cathedral: proposed 
organ, 1991. 

15 

Germany: Wesel (Rhein), Willibrodi Dom: 
proposed organ, 1992. 

9 

Jamaica: Kingston, Foundation for the Arts 
Concert Hall: proposed organ, 1990. 

3 

Norway: Akura Church: proposed organ, 
1992.  

15 

Norway: Bud, Hustad Church: proposed 
organ, 1998. 

16 

South Africa: Port Elizabeth, Feather 
Market concert hall: proposed organ, 1991. 

15 

Sweden: Stockholm, the Filadelfia Church: 
proposed organ reconstruction, 1993. 

15 

Taiwan: Tainan City, Peamna Church: 
proposed organ, 1992.  

15 

Taiwan: Taipei, Che Nan Presbyterian 
Church: proposed organ, 1992 . 

15 

Taiwan: Taipei, Chung Shang Presbyterian 
Church: proposed organ, 1992. 

15 

Taiwan: Taipei, Grace Baptist Church: 
proposed organ, 1992. 

15 
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Commissioning firm  Organ location 
[Graebe roll 

number] 

 Tsao, M.: proposed organ, 1992. 15 

USA: Arizona, Tuscon, University of 
Arizona: proposed new organ & carving 
plans for shades, 2001.  

7 

USA: California, Berkley, Church Divinity 
School of the Pacific chapel organ: 
proposed organ, nd. 

15 

USA: California, Palm Desert, St Margaret's 
Episcopalian: proposed organ, 1992. 

16 

USA: Connecticut, Ridgefield, St Ignatius 
Retreat House: proposed organ, 2001. 

7 

USA: Connecticut, Riverside, St Catherine 
of Siena: proposed organ, 1991. 

16 

USA: Connecticut, Stamford, St John's 
Lutheran: proposed organ, 1991.  

10 

USA: Connecticut, Stamford, St John's 
Lutheran: organ scheme, 1991.  

16 

USA: Connecticut, Woodbury, St Paul's 
Episcopalian church: proposed organ, 
1990.  

15 

USA: Delaware, Newark, St Paul's  
Lutheran: proposed organ, Rood and 
Processional Cross, 1998.  

13 

USA: Florida, Clearwater, Church of the 
Ascension: proposed chancel organ, 1997. 

13 

USA: Georgia, Savannah, Independent 
Presbyterian Church: proposed organ, 
2003. 

7 

USA: Illinois, Chicago, St Josephat, RC: 
proposed new East end organ, 2000. 

7 

USA: Illinois, Wilmette, Trinity United 
Methodist Church: proposed organ, 1999. 

5 

USA: Maine, Waterville, 1st Congregational 
Church: proposed organ, 2001.  

7 

USA: Massachusetts, Shrewsbury, 1st 
Congregational Church: proposed organ, 
nd. 

11 

USA: Michigan, Grand Rapids: carving and 
joinery plans for shades, 2003. 

1 
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Commissioning firm  Organ location 
[Graebe roll 

number] 

USA: Michigan, Grand Rapids, St Mark's: 
proposed organ, 2002.  

7 

USA: Michigan, Grand Rapids, St Mark's: 
layouts for new organ, 1999. 

11 

USA: Michigan, Grand Rapids, St Mark's: 
screen designs, 2003.  

15 

USA: Michigan, Grosse Pointe, St Clare of 
Montefalco: proposed East end organ, 
2003. 

7 

USA: Michigan, Holland, Hope College: 
proposed Studio organ, 1998.  

7 

USA: Michigan, Holland, Hope College: 
shade carving plans, 1998. 

16 

 USA: Michigan, Monroe, Lutheran Home: 
new organ, 1992. 

6 

USA: Michigan, Petoskey, Emmanuel 
Episcopal: proposed organ, 2000.  

7 

USA: Minnesota, Hutchinson, Peace 
Lutheran Church: proposed organ, 1993.  

7 

USA: Minnesota, Springfield, St Thomas RC 
Church: proposed organ, 1992. 

5 

USA: Missouri,  Kansas City, Atonement 
Lutheran Church: proposed organ, 1997. 

13 

USA: North Carolina, Greensboro, College 
Park Baptist Church: proposed organ, 
1999.  

11 

USA: North Carolina, Greenville, Christ 
Church: new chancel organ, 2003. 

7 

USA: Pennsylvania, Scranton, Church of the 
Good Shepherd: proposed organ, 2000. 

11 

USA: Philadelphia, Chestnut Hill, 7th Day 
Adventist Church: proposed new positive 
organ, 2002. 

7 

USA: South Carolina, Blufton, Church of the 
Cross: proposed organ, 1998. 

16 

USA: Tennessee, Jackson, 1st Presbyterian 
Church: proposed organ, 1991.  

11 
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Commissioning firm  Organ location 
[Graebe roll 

number] 

USA: Texas, Dallas, Episcopal School: 
proposed organ, 1998.  

9 

USA: Texas, Fort Worth, Holy Trinity: 
proposed new organ and screen, 1990 . 

16 

USA: Virginia, Richmond, 2nd Presbyterian 
Church: proposed organ, 1992. 

5 

USA: Virginia, Richmond, River Road, 
Presbyterian Church: proposed organ, 
1992. 

15 

USA: Virginia, Virginia Beach, Old Donation 
Episcopal Church: proposed organ, 2000. 

7 

USA: Washington, Seattle, 1st Presbyterian 
Church: proposed organ, 1997. 

10 

USA: Washington, Seattle, Church of the 
Epiphany: proposed organ, 1992. 

15 

Klais Orgelbau of Bonn, 
[Germany] 

Australia: NSW [New South Wales], 
Sydney, 1997.  

18 

Jerroll Adams, Michigan, [USA] 
[USA]: [Michigan], Kirk in the Hills, 1997. 
  

19 

Kenneth Jones and Associates, 
Ireland 

[England]: [Gloucester], Tewkesbury 
Abbey: Milton organ, c 1995. (Closed)
  

20 

D. F. Pilzecker and Co, Toledo, 
Ohio, [USA] 

[USA]: Detroit Cathedral, 1993-1994.   29 

[USA]: Mariners' Church, Detroit, 2004. 
   

28 

[USA]: St Paul's Cathedral, Detroit, c1990-
1993. (Closed) 

27 

Harrison and Harrison, Durham 
[England] 

[England]: [Northamptonshire], 
Fotheringhay, St Mary and All Saints, 1996.  

21 

South Korea: Seoul, Anglican Cathedral, 
1995.  
  

21 

[USA]: Grosse Point, Michigan, Christ 
Church, 2000. 

21 

[USA]: NY [New York], Grace Church, 1994.   21 
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Commissioning firm  Organ location 
[Graebe roll 

number] 

Wales: Newport, St Woolos Cathedral, 
1994. 
  

21 

Principal Pipe Organs, York, 
[England] 

[England]: Acaster Malbis, York, Holy 
Trinity Church.  

25 

[England]: Baildon, Yorkshire (West), 
Baildon Church. 

25 

[England]: Berwick Hills, Middlesborough, 
Church of the Ascension. 

26 

[England]: Burton Joyce, Nottinghamshire, 
St Helen's Church. 

26 

[England]: Escrick Park, Yorkshire, Queen 
Margaret's School. 

26 

[England]: Pocklington, [Yorkshire], All 
Saints Church.  

25 

[England]: Shenfield, Essex, Shenfield 
Church.                  

25 

[England]: Shenfield, Essex, St Mary the 
Virgin. 

26 

Lively-Fulcher Pipe Organs, 
Alexandria, Virginia, [USA] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[USA]: New York, St Thomas More, 1998. 22 

[USA]: Cambridge, Massachusetts, Christ 
Church, 2001.                                      

22 

[USA]: Clearwater, Florida, Episcopal 
Church of the Ascension, 1997. 

23 

[USA]: Kansas City, the Visitation Parish, 
2001. 

22 

[USA]:Nashville, Christ Church Cathedral, 
2002. 

23 

[USA]: Nashville, Christ Church Episcopal, 
1997-1998. 

22 

[USA]: Stamford, Connecticut, St John's 
Church, 2001.   

22 

[USA]: St Paul, Minnesota, Nativity Church, 
2001.  

22 

Lively-Fulcher Pipe Organs, 
Alexandria, Virginia, [USA] 

[USA]: [Utah], University of Utah Concert 
Hall, 1997.  

23 



               
British Organ Archive 

 

84 

Commissioning firm  Organ location 
[Graebe roll 

number] 

 
 

[USA]: Minneapolis, St Olaf RC Church, 
1998.  

23 

Nicholson and Co, Malvern, 
[England] [England]: Dorset, Christchurch Priory, 

[1990s]. (Closed) 
31 

[England]: Lugwardine, Herefordshire, St 
Peter's Church, 1993.   

30 

[England]: [Kensington, London], St Mary 
Abbots. 

30 

[England]: Southwell Minster, 1993.  30 

Norway: Lillehammer Church, 1998. 30 

South Korea: Seoul, Youngnak 
Presbyterian Church, 1992.  

30 

[USA]: Columbia, South Carolina, 
Ebeneezer Lutheran Church, 1993. 

30 

[USA]: Hartford, Connecticut, Trinity 
College, 1992.   

30 

[USA]: Hinsdale, Illinois, Zion Lutheran 
Church, 1992. 

30 

[USA]: Oklahoma City, Cathedral of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help, 1993. 30 

[USA]: Sound Beach, New York, Church of 
St Louis de Montfort, 1992. (Three sheets)   

30 

[Wales]: Llandaff Cathedral, 1998. 
      

30 

[Wales]: Newquay, St Michael's Church, 
1993.  

30 

Wood of Huddersfield, [England] [England]: Barnard Castle, [Durham], 
Church of St Mary's, 2003.  

34 

[England]: Blackburn Cathedral, 1999. 35 

[England]: Chorley, Lancashire, St Peter's 
Church, 2001.     

34 

[England]: Devon, Musbury Parish Church, 
1995. 

34 
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Commissioning firm  Organ location 
[Graebe roll 

number] 

[England]: Lawford, Essex, St Mary's 
Church, 1997. 

35 

[England]: Perry Beeches, Birmingham, St 
Matthew's Church, 1996.  

34 

[England]: Prestbury, Cheshire, St Peter's 
Church, 1999. 

34 

[England]: Shenfield, Essex, St Mary the 
Virgin, 1999.  

35 

 [England]: Chorley, Lancashire, St Peter's 
Church, 2001.   

34 

[England]: Clayton, Manchester, Church of 
St Cross (also named as 'Holy Cross'), 
1994-1995.   

34 

[England]: House organ, 2004.  32 

[England]: Leeds, St Anne's Cathedral, 
2001. 

35 

[England]: London, Forest School, 1997-
1998. 

32 

Scotland: Glenalmond College Chapel, 
1999.   

35 

Wales (North): St Asaph Cathedral, 1997. 33 

Unknown [England]: Cranleigh School Chapel. 24 

[England]: Manchester Concert Hall. 24 

[England]: [London], Westminster Abbey, c 
2001.  

24 
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Personal records of antiquaries, scholars and others 
relating to their interest in organs and organ builders 

Collections of personal papers arranged alphabetically by surname. 

The collections are diverse but include photographs, organ specification and 
other notebooks, scrap albums and research and other papers relating to both 
UK and European organs, organ cases and organ builders. They largely 
comprise the documentation of personal research into organs and organ 
history.  
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Papers of Ernest E. Adcock 
 

Administrative history 

Ernest E. Adcock (fl 1913-1944) was an organ historian who wrote extensively 
about English and Continental organs for journals such as ‘Musical Times’ 
and ‘The Organ’. 

Scope and content 

Description Date 
Extent 

BOA 
accession 

Box 

Notebooks numbered 1-20. 
Organ specifications, cuttings 

and notes largely arranged by 

location; also volume labelled 

‘Chiefly unnamed designs from 

catalogues’ (volume 5) and 

‘Organs (Views more or less 

obscure)’ (volume 6). 

mid-20th century 20 
volumes 

0401-0403 65 

Notebooks numbered 21-27, 30, 
33-40. Including organ 
specifications, cuttings and 
notes. 

mid-20th century 16 
volumes 

66 

Cuttings: albums numbered 31, 
42, 43, 45, ‘Book VI’ (with 
related notes). 

mid-20th century 5 volumes 67 

Manuscript catalogues 
numbered 1-2. Inscribed ‘Index 
of Books, Views, Pamphlets, 
Articles, Historical Notes, 
Builders’ Catalogues, 
Specifications, etc. of Organs in 
my Collection’. 

mid-20th century 2 volumes 67 
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Photographs of organs in 
volumes numbered 4-8 and 
unnumbered. 4’: ‘Cathedrals + 
Good Cases’; 5: ‘Oxford + 
Cambridge’; 6: ‘Photographs’; ‘7’: 
‘Photographs Southport, 
Torquay, Eastbourne, Croydon, 
Bridlington, Maidstone’; 8: 
‘Photographs Misc’. 

mid-20th century 6 albums 0403 68 

Papers of Gilbert Benham 
 

Administrative history 

Gilbert Benham (fl 1920s-1940s), organ scholar, author of ‘The Organ at 
Shepherds Bush Pavilion’, 1924 and of articles in organ journals such as 
‘Organs and their successful photography in ‘The Organ’, Vol 4, No 14 
October, 1924. 

Finding number 

Glass Benham 

BOA Accession number 

0393 

Finding aids 

The collection has been indexed and entries included in the BOA database. 

Date 

Mid-20th century 

Copies 

The glass plate negatives were photographed and copied on to Compact Disc 
by Greg Chandler 2014-2015. These digital copies are available to view in 
Cadbury Research Library in place of the originals. 

Scope and content 

Glass plate negatives of organ consoles. 
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Papers of Rev John Henry Burn 
 

Administrative history 

John Henry Burn was a clergyman and organ scholar, with a particular 
research interest in Schulze organs. He contributed several articles to organ 
journals including ‘The Organist & Choirmaster’, ‘Musical Opinion’, ‘The 
Organ’ and ‘The Rotunda’. 

Scope and content 

 

Description Date Extent 
BOA 

accession 
Box 

Manuscript volumes with notes on organ 
specifications, press-cuttings, and what 
appears to be a draft of a sermon compiled by 
[John Henry Burn]. 

[19th century] 2 
volumes 

0592    59 

Manuscript volume with notes on organ 
specifications compiled by [John Henry Burn].  

1 volume 
 

59 

Printed pamphlet: ‘Bibliography of the Organ’ 
by Rev John Henry Burn. 

 
1 volume 

 
59 

Miscellaneous items: manuscript notes on 
organ specifications (two sheets); a printed 
photograph of Halifax Place Chapel; a 
typescript sheet regarding J. H. Burn and the 
organ at Hundon; a sheet of photocopied 
newscuttings on J. H. Burn. 

 

5 items 

 

59 
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Papers of John B. Dalby 
 

Administrative history 

 
John B. Dalby, OBE, BMus, FRCO, FEIS (1910-1987) had a distinguished 
musical career, becoming Superintendent of Music in Aberdeen where he 
served as organist at St Machar’s Cathedral, 1938-55. He also had a close 
association with the National Youth Orchestra. He began as an assistant at 
Leeds Parish Church aged 17 under Dr Albert Tysoe, becoming organist at St 
Columba, Horton, Bradford, St Stephen, Kirkstall, Leeds and St Bartholomew, 
Armley before moving to Aberdeen. 

Finding number 

BOA Boxes 246-247. 

BOA Accession number 

0475 

Date 

[20th century] 

Extent 

5 files 

Scope and content 

Dalby’s personal notes on 341 organs including organ specifications, printed 
literature, personal reminiscences. Looseleaf typescript and manuscript notes 
with some printed papers and six items of related correspondence 1983-1986 
compiled under the title ‘Memoirs so far as organs are concerned…’. For 
more information see ‘BIOS Reporter’, Vol 19, No 3, July 1995. 

The papers have been extracted from four lever arch files for conservation 
reasons. 

Notes  

Formerly in box numbers: 48-49. 

 
 

 

 

 

  



               
British Organ Archive 

 

91 

Papers of Rev Bernard B. Edmonds 
 

Administrative history 

Bernard Bruce Edmonds (1910-2003) was born in Birmingham and educated 
at King Edward’s School and Christ’s College, Cambridge where he read 
Classics and Geography. He trained for the priesthood and was ordained 
deacon in 1937. He ministered at St Mary’s, Kenton, St Matthew’s Oxhey, 
1948-61 and then Caxton in Cambridgeshire, retiring in 1974. During his 
retirement he ministered at Marston St Lawrence, Northamptonshire and 
Clare, Suffolk.  

He was a founding member of BIOS and contributed his ‘Notes and Queries 
column to the BIOS Reporter from 1976 up to 2001 as well as articles to the 
BIOS Journal. He was particularly interested in earlier Victorian organ builders 
and undertook some pioneering research on Snetzler and Elliot. He was a 
diocesan organ adviser to St Albans and to Ely and had a long association 
with the Organ Club, serving as its President, 1948-49.  

Obituary in ‘BIOS Reporter’, Vol 27, July 2003. 

Scope and content 

Description Date Extent BOA 
accession 

     Box 

‘Organ notebooks’, numbers 2-5: 
manuscript volumes with notes 
on organ specifications. 

1930s 4 volumes 0917 47 
[formerly 
BOA 
Box 94] 

‘Organ Specifications’, volumes 1-
70:  manuscript volumes of notes 
compiled by B. B. Edmonds, 
entries arranged by region (1-50) 
and later by date (51-70). 

 
mid-20th 
century - 
2000 

70 volumes 0918 47-48 
[formerly 
BOA 
Boxes 94-
95] 

Manuscript notes and cuttings 
relating to British Organ Builders.  

 6 ringbinders 0487 80 

Manuscript notes and 
specifications of organs, compiled 
1950-1957 (B.B. Edmonds 
adhesive labels on first page):  
/1 ‘Some of the organs of 
Buckinghamshire’, 1950-1957;  
/2 ‘Some organs of Bedfordshire 
which are not included in the St 
Albans Diocesan file’ (including a 
printed leaflet), 1950-1957. 

1950-
1957 

2 ringbinders  89 
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Description Date Extent BOA 
accession 

     Box 

Indexes compiled by B. B. 
Edmonds:  
/1 ‘Search for Organ Cases’: 
containing ‘Index of Organs with 
Cases’. 
/2 ‘BBE unused index’: unused 
pages plus some loose notes. 

 2 ring binders 0540 93 

Notebook: ‘Case Book of 
Electronic Organs. Index Volume’. 

 1 volume  
0541 

93 

Notebook containing index: 
‘Electronic instruments replaced 
by pipe organs’. 

 1 volume 0542 93 

Notebook: ‘Case Book:- Electronic 
Organs and their replacement by 
Pipe Organs’. 

 1 volume 0543 93 

Correspondence, including 
correspondence between B. B. 
Edmonds and Andrew Freeman 
1944-1947. 

c 1944-
1996 

1 box file; 1 
ring binder 

 93 

Manuscript notebook: ‘Kendal 
Notes. O.Bs odd notes’. 

 1 volume  93 

Photograph ‘West Walton, 
Norfolk, photo by BBE’. 

 1 item  93 

File of pages from ‘The Choir’, 
1920s-1930s, labelled ‘N. J. T. 
CAMBs’ with a note attached 
reading ‘ex AF [Andrew Freeman] 
brantub’; also a letter to B. B. 
Edmonds dated 1980, photocopy 
of a press cutting (1966), and a 
leaflet about an organ installed by 
Mr William Neville Blakey in 
Brierfield, Lancashire. 

 1 file  93 

Envelope labelled ‘PER BBE’: 
photocopies, postcards, 
photographs, 35mm slides. 
 

   97 
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Description Date Extent BOA 
accession 

     Box 

Photographic plates in metal 
boxes labelled: A; BI; BII; C; D; E 
F; G; H; I J K; L.  

 10 boxes, 1 
volume 

  
97 

Negatives (on film): 
Toft Monks, Norfolk, July 1949; 
Tywyn St Cadfan, Gwynedd, 
[1943]; 
St Harmon, Powys, [1943]; 
Llanbrynmair, Powys 1943; 
Clapham, London [late 
1930s/early 1940s]; 
Tottenham St Benet Fink [late 
1930s/early 1940s]; 
Ravenstone, Buckinghamshire; 
Lacey Green, Buckinghamshire; 
Whaddon, Cambridgeshire (3 
items); 
Cottenham, Cambridgeshire; 
Cambridge, St Paul; 
Birmingham, St George;  
Kineton Methodist (2 items); 
Winston, Suffolk 12 September 
1992 [Mount dated and initialled 
'BBE'; writing in another hand. 
 

20th 
century 

     CRL 
accession 
number 
2019/54 

97 

Miscellaneous photographs, 
negatives, and transparencies. 
 

1936-
1999 

1 box 0987; 
and CRL 
accession 
number 
2022/154  

178 

Bran-tub 1.3-3.3 
 

   158-159, 
173 
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Papers of Rev Andrew Freeman 
 

Administrative history 

Andrew Freeman (1876-1947) clergyman, organist and organ scholar was 
born in Newbury. He was educated at Cambridge University, graduating in 
1895 and taking his BMus in 1903.  He held a number of organist posts: 
Newbury Wesleyan Chapel, 1892-1900, Guildford Congregational Church, 
1900-02; Newbury Congregational Church, 1903-09; and Immanuel, 
Streatham 1909-15. In 1915 he was ordained and served at St Margaret Lee 
until 1918, as Priest-Organist at Lambeth Parish Church, 1918 and at 
Standish-cum-Hardwicke in 1924. 

His research and writing was prodigious and he also undertook all his own 
photographic processing. He was instrumental in the launch of ‘The Organ’ 
and in guiding the organ content in ‘Musical Opinion’ into ‘The Organ World’. 
He contributed extensively to these journals, some of it under pseudonyms 
and was an authority on English and Continental organ cases. 

Copies 

Digital copies of glass plate negatives of photographs taken by Rev Andrew 
Freeman and subsequently photographed by Greg Chandler can be seen 
through Cadbury Research Library online archive catalogue. For details, and 
to see the images, go to http://calmview.bham.ac.uk/, select Advanced Search 
and enter ‘Freeman’ as the Finding Number. 

Scope and content 

Freeman's collection of c 1600 photographic negatives, along with the albums 
of prints from these, comprise an important record of organ cases some of 
which have now been lost or transformed. The first photographs were taken in 
1895 and the last in 1946. 

Notes 

Contents of Box 40a include materials formerly held in BOA Box 40. 

 

Description Date Extent BOA 
accession 

Box 

British Organ References   0376 74-84,  
86-92 

Catalogue of Organ Cases   0378  

Directory of British Organ Builders   0482 c74-84,  
86-92 

Foreign Organ References   0377 91 

Index of British Organ Builders    c74-84,  
86-92 

http://calmview.bham.ac.uk/
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Description Date Extent BOA 
accession 

Box 

Musical Times Index of organ 
references 

 4 volumes 0381 80 

Musical Standard Index of organ 
references 

1862-1873 1 volume  40a 

Old Organ Cases - Vols 1 & 2  2 volumes 0379 87 

Scrapbooks R1- R9  9 volumes 180 73, 73a & 85 

Records of British Organ Builders 
(RBOB) 

 7 volumes 0375 c74-84, 
86-92 

RBOB card index (with adhesive 
label ‘B. B. Edmonds’) 

 1 box  92 

Notes on Organ Builders  1 volume  c74-84, 
86-92 

‘NO’ (Notes on Organs) notebooks, 
Vol I – XIV/XVI 

 14 volumes 0602 81 

SBN notebooks, numbered 1-16 
[missing 15]: manuscript notes and 
sketches of organs visited [SBN 
originally stood for Small Black 
Notebook but not all the notebooks 
are black.] 

 15 vols 0672 83 

Notebook labelled, ‘S. B. N. (Brit. 
Mus.)’: specifications copied at the 
British Museum library. 

 1 volume 0673 83 

‘Summaries of State Documents 
relating to Organs, Organists, etc’. 

 1 volume 0603 83 

‘Transcriptions of State Documents 
relating to Organs, Organists, etc’ 

 1 volume 0604 83 

Notebook labelled, ‘CH-W. Acc., etc’: 
a manuscript index to 
churchwardens’ accounts. 

 1 volume 0605 83 
 

Musical Opinion articles  
by Andrew Freeman. 
 
 

 5 volumes 0607-0611 73-92 
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Description Date Extent BOA 
accession 

Box 

Notes on Organs & Organ Builders 
– ‘N.O cuttings of published articles 
by Andrew Freeman. 

 1 volume 0670 81 

‘Ancient British Organs (A 
reference book to organs from the 
earliest times to the year 1660)’: 
manuscript notes on organs. 

 1 volume 0671 76 

Indexed notebook of organ 
specifications:  ‘Some specifications 
of organs that I have 
photographed’. 

   76 

Notebooks labelled ‘S. S. B.’ 1-10 
[Small Scrap Books]: containing 
cuttings about organs.  

 10 volumes 1007 82 

Cartoons of ‘AF’ [Andrew Freeman] 
visiting a church to inspect and 
photograph the organ.  

[Early 20th 
century] 

1 sheet  39 

Scrapbook: ‘Some Organs at 
Bruges, Damme, and Lisseweghe’: 
tour articles published in ‘The 
Organ’ 1929-1932, cuttings and 
photographs. 

c 1930 1 volume  39 

Scrapbooks: ‘An Organ Tour in 
Austria’, volumes 1 and 2: tour 
articles published in ‘The Organ’ 
1935-1936, cuttings, photographs, 
etc. 

1930s 2 volumes  39 

Andrew Freeman’s copy of ‘A 
Wayfarer in Austria’ by G. E. R. 
Gedye (1931) with index of organs 
and photographs of organs 
inserted. 

1931 1 volume  39 

Scrapbook: ‘Continental Organs: 
Notes and Articles by Various 
Writers’: cuttings and photographs 
with some manuscript annotations. 

 1 volume  39 
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Description Date Extent BOA 
accession 

Box 

Manuscript volume: ‘Continental 
Tour 1927’ (numbered ‘15’ on front 
cover): account of tour, with organ 
notes, illustrations and photos. 
Pages numbered 3223-3398. 

1927 1 volume  40A 
 
 

Manuscript volume: ‘Three Weeks 
amongst Belgian Organs 1929’ 
(volume numbered ‘17’on front 
cover): account of tour with organ 
notes and illustrations. Pages 
numbered 3609-3752. 

1929 1 volume  40A 
 
 

Scrapbook: ‘First Impressions of 
French Organs by Andrew 
Freeman’: tour articles published in 
Musical Opinion 1928-1930 with 
additional photos, maps, 
annotations, etc. 

c 1930 1 volume  40A  
 
 

Album of organ photographs: ‘To 
Vienna And Back In Search Of 
Organs. May 24 to June 18, 1932’. 

c 1932 1 volume  40A  
 
 

Manuscript volume: ‘A Twenty-Six 
Day Tour in Belgium, Germany & 
Austria in Search of Organs, May & 
June, 1932’: account of tour with 
organ notes, photographs, and 
illustrations 

1932 1 volume  40A  
 
 

Illustrated manuscript volume: 
‘Notes of a Car Tour in France, 
Belgium, Germany, Austria & 
Switzerland during July & August 
1935’. 

1935 1 volume  40A  
 
 

Manuscript volume: ‘An Organ 
Tour in Switzerland Vol. 1’: articles 
on the tour, photographs and 
cuttings. 

[1939] 1 volume  40A  
 
 

Manuscript volume: ‘A Swiss Tour’: 
account of tour undertaken May 
1939, with organ photographs and 
notes. 

1939 1 volume  40A  
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Description Date Extent BOA 
accession 

Box 

Notebook endorsed ‘Freeman 
rough notes in British Museum’. 

 1 volume  40A  

Untitled manuscript volume: 
account of an organ tour in 
Switzerland with sketches and 
photographs.  

[post 1945] 1 volume  40A  
 
 

Photographs of organs: numbering 
matches Freeman glass plates 
which are also held in the BOA. 

nd 1 box  40A  
 
 

‘Some Austrian Organs, Being 
Notes of a Tour in June 1932’: page 
and galley proofs of articles that 
appeared in ‘The Organ’ 1933-
1937, with additional photographs. 

1938 1 volume  40B 
 
 

Scrapbooks relating to organ tours 
in Europe, 1935 [date from spine 
label ‘1935’]: photographs, 
postcards, cuttings and maps from 
an organ tour in France, Belgium, 
Luxembourg, Germany (volume 1) 
and Austria (volume 2). 

1935 2 volumes  40B 
 
 

‘Organ-Hunting in Belgium (1929 & 
1932)’: galley and page pulls of 
articles which appeared in the 
periodicals ‘Musical Opinion’ and 
‘The Organ’ 1930-1933 with 
additional illustrations. 

1933 1 volume  40B  
 
 

‘An Organ Tour in Belgium Vol. 1’:  
articles from the periodical ‘The 
Organ’ with cuttings, photographs 
and postcards, relating to trips 
made in 1929 and 1932. 
 

c 1929-
1932 

1 volume  40B  
 
 

Photographs of organs in the UK 
and Europe: albums compiled by 
Andrew Freeman with (faint) 
lettering on the spines suggesting 
the contents were arranged by 
country.  

 10 volumes  44 
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Description Date Extent BOA 
accession 

Box 

Glass plate negatives    0177 Glass 
Freeman 

Volumes of photographs, 
numbered 1-9: prints of glass plate 
negatives. 

 9 volumes 0179 88-89 

Photograph  albums:  
B1, B2, C1, C2, C3, C4, and untitled. 

 7 volumes 0599-0601 88-89 
169 

Photographs of organs mounted on 
small cards labelled with name of 
church and reference number 
(corresponding with Freeman plate 
numbers).  

  0388-0389 74-75 

Miscellaneous photographs taken 
by Freeman. 

   77-79 

Correspondence arranged by 
correspondent, predominantly 
dated 1920s and 1930s.  

c 1897-
1964 

  92 

Exercise books comprising notes 
on organs. Including: ‘List of 
illustrations in Norbury’s “Box of 
Whistles”’ and books ‘Organs in 
Newbury and its Neighbourhood’ 
(book one and two). 

 3 volumes  97 
 
 
 

Miscellaneous including hymn 
tunes by Andrew Freeman. 

   177 
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Papers of Willson Bradley Gatward 
 

Administrative history 

Gatward (1856-1947) was a pupil of William Amps at King's College 
Cambridge and became organist at the Tilehouse Street Chapel in Hitchin 
from 1890 to 1943. 

Finding number 

BOA Box 69 

BOA Accession number 

0998 

Date 

c 1860-1925 

Extent 

15 volumes 

Scope and content 

Specification notebooks compiled by [Willson Bradley Gatward]: volumes 
numbered 1-9, 11-16. Manuscript notes, and cuttings taken from national 
periodicals. Although overlapping with the notebooks of Sidney Harvey, 
amongst the 3600 or so entries there are specifications of a considerable 
number of smaller village church and chapel organs which Gatward visited 
and played, particularly in Bedfordshire, Hertfordshire and Cambridgeshire. 
Source: ‘BIOS Reporter’ Vol 31, No 3, July 2007.  

Notes 

Formerly: BOA Box 37. 
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Papers of Michael Gillingham 
 

Administrative history 

Michael John Gillingham (1933-1999) was the first chairman of BIOS (1976-83) and an 
organ adviser who was for many years a member of the Organs Advisory Committee and 
the London Diocesan Advisory Committee. Obituary in ‘BIOS Reporter’, Vol 24, No 1, 
January 2000. 
 

Scope and content 

 

Description Date Extent 
BOA 

accession 
Box 

Boxes 1-5 20th century  0692-0740 
145, 148, 152, 

171-172 

Jardine photographs.    
614 

Eduard Robbins photographs, 
drawings, prints. 

   
614-616 

Hill publicity case drawing 
(part set). 

   
614 

Gray & Davison drawings.    
618 
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Papers of M. G. Hallowes 
 

Finding number 

BOA Box 135 

BOA Accession number 

0411 

Date 

20th century 

Extent 

1 volume 

Scope and content 

Notebook: ‘Specification of Organs compiled by M. G. Hallowes’, volume 3. 
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Papers of Sidney Harvey 
 

Administrative history 

Sidney W. Harvey (fl 1920s), organ historian and author of articles including 
‘A short history of the organs of Canterbury Cathedral’ and ‘The organ at 
Liverpool Cathedral’. 

Copies 

The lantern slides were photographed and copied on to Compact Disc by 
Greg Chandler in 2015; digital copies are available to view in Cadbury 
Research Library.  

Scope and content 
This collection includes notes relating to over 5,000 organ locations. They 
include cuttings from ‘Musical Opinion’, 1879–1920 constituting a 
comprehensive index of organ references for that journal. There are also 
cuttings from ‘Musical Standard’ between 1862 and 1890, and some from 
‘Musical Times’ as early as 1879. The indexing of these notebooks was 
undertaken by the late Richard Howell.      

Description Date Extent BOA 
accession 

Box 

Organ notebooks: entries 
numbered 1-206, 301-929, 993-
1043, 1077-2294. 
 

Early-mid 20th 
century 

20 volumes 0407-0409 33 

Organ notebooks: entries 
numbered 2295-3716. 
 

Early-mid 20th 
century 

16 volumes 34 

Scrapbook of cuttings: ‘British & 
Foreign Organs, S. W. Harvey, 
1907’. 
 

1907 1 volume  35 

Scrapbooks: ‘Liber Organum’, 
volumes one and two  
(with Organ Club bookplate). 

1906 2 volumes  38 

Lantern slides 
 

Early-mid 20th 
century 
 

 0394 Glass 
Harvey 
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Papers of Frank W. Haycraft 
 

Administrative history 

Frank W. Haycraft (fl 1900s-1940s), organ observer. 

Scope and content 

Notebooks and photographs of organs compiled by Frank Haycraft. 

 

Description 
Date Extent 

BOA 
accession 

Box 

Untitled manuscript volume: ‘F. 
W. Haycraft Notebooks’: a 
summary list of organs which 
Haycraft visited 1912-1940. 

1912-1940 1 volume 0410 36 

‘Organ Specifications Volume 1: 
Organs in and around London’: 
manuscript notes and printed 
material, with an index compiled 
by Mary E. P. Wilkinson. 

 1 volume  36 

‘Organ Specifications Volume 2: 
Organs in the Provinces’: notes 
and printed material; with an 
index compiled by Mary E. P. 
Wilkinson. 

 1 volume  36 

Album of photographs owned by 
F. W. Haycraft [BIOS holds this 
volume on loan]. 

[Early 20th 
century] 

1 volume  36 
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Papers of Marie Higginbottom 
 

Finding number 

BOA Box 154  

 

BOA Accession number 

0583 

 

Date 

Late 20th century 

 

Scope and content 

Research notes on G. M. Holdich, organ builder. 
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Holt Family Papers 
 

Scope and content 

Description Date Extent 
BOA 

accession 
Box 

File of miscellaneous papers: ‘Holt Collection 
Misc’. 

1920s-1980s 1 file 0359 49 

Manuscript volumes with notes on organ 
specifications compiled by C. Holt. Volumes 
[1]-3, entries numbered 1-339. 

1921-1925 3 volumes 0354 49 

Manuscript volumes with notes on organ 
specifications compiled by Edward Holt. 
Volumes [I]-III. 

1923-1934 3 volumes 0355 49 
 

[formerly 
BOA Box 
69-72] 

 
 

Notebooks used by Edward Holt comprising 
manuscript transcripts of lectures: ‘Organ 
Cases’; ‘An appreciation of organ cases with a 
musical interlude’ by E. Holt. 

[20th 
century] 

2 volumes 

 

Manuscript volumes with notes on organ 
specifications compiled by David J. Holt. An 
incomplete sequence: 
Book II: entries numbered 64-115 (1896); 
Book IV: entries numbered 131-269 (1905); 
Book V: entries numbered 266-378 (1918); 
Book VI: entries numbered 379-497 (c 1950-
1951); Book VII: entries numbered 498-615 
(c 1951-1952); Book VIII: entries numbered 
616-647 (largely dated 31 August 1953). 

 
1896-1953 

 
6 volumes 

 
      0353 

Three manuscript indexes: index to [D. J. 
Holt] Organ Specifications (1921) in a B. L. 
Exercise Book; ‘Index to faircopied Organ 
Specifications’: appears to be an index for D. J. 
Holt Books 1-5 and C. Holt books 1-3 (1921-
1924); index for D. J. H. organ specification 
booklets 5-8, dated 1975 (cover labelled ‘D. J. 
H.’) [compiler not named]. 

  
3 volumes 

Includes 
0353 

Manuscript volume with notes on organ 
specifications. Endorsed: ‘E. Holt Coll’. 

1925-1936  0355  
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Description Date Extent 
BOA 

accession 
Box 

'A Compilation of some of Charles Holt's 
Writings on Organs' by Edmund Holt.  

5 Oct 2015 1 item CRL 
ACC2016/

95 

49 

Photographic slides in boxes labelled ‘E. Holt’.   2 boxes  0358 70 

‘The Holt Collection: A Collection of Organ 
Specifications gathered over a period of 
ninety years by David Holt, Charles Holt and 
Edward Holt. Transcribed by David Drinkell 
from the Notebooks’. 165 pages  (photocopy) 

nd 1 item  70 

Compilation of index cards, notes and 
cuttings. 

nd 1 box 0356-
0357 

70 

Index cards comprising notes relating to 
organs, in boxes labelled A-E, F-O and P-W. 
There is an index to entries in ‘E. H. Books’ in 
the A-E box. 

 3 boxes 71 

Organ specifications: manuscript notes in 
ringbinder files. Including ‘Organ 
Specifications. April, 1922. Cambridge & 
District’ inscribed ‘C. Holt’ on inside front 
cover. There are two untitled with entries 
largely dated 1920s but with some additions 
and amendments up to 1960s. 

1920s-1960s 3 files 

 71 

Business correspondence of John Holt 
(1910s-1930s), photographs and press 
cuttings. 

Early 20th 
century 

1 bundle 

 

72 

Cuttings album entitled, ‘Advertisements 
inserted in Musical Papers etc.’  

1906-c 1925 1 volume 
 

72 

‘Register of Letters’ [spine label]: John Holt 
correspondence, organ notes, plans, cuttings, 
and photographs.  

c 1935-1951 1 volume 

 

72 

‘Letter Book D’: copies of outgoing 
correspondence from John Holt, 1916. 
 

 1 volume  72 
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Description Date Extent 
BOA 

accession 
Box 

Papers labelled MS918 [date of labelling/by 
whom unknown]. Including:  
correspondence, specifications and 
instructions on organs from John Holt to 
various recipients, 1917-1945 (MS918/2-
15’); correspondence and instructions on 
organs from John Holt to various recipients 
1920s-1940s (MS918/16/46); printed 
adverts relating to the John Holt organ 
building company (MS918 48-70); typescript 
drafts of adverts 1920s-1930s (MS918/74-
103); unused John Holt stationery such as 
headed notepaper and postcards 
(MS918/104-113’); printed material relating 
to organs and organ-building, unlabelled 
photograph, and a small cutout/template of 
abstract shape (MS918/114-122); certificate 
made out to Miss Sarah Jane Holt 
acknowledging services rendered at 
Birmingham Exhibition 1886 (MS918/123-
129); three empty files labelled: ‘MS918/48-
73’; ‘MS918/2-15’; ‘MS918/16-46’. 

[Late 19th-
early 20th 
century] 

  72 
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Papers of Rev Canon Henry Oswald Hubble and Denniss Hubble: the  
Hubble notebooks   
 

Finding number 

BOA Box 70 

Date 

1914-c 1921 

Extent 

3 volumes, 1 file 

Finding aids 

The collection has been indexed and entries included in the BOA database. 

Scope and content 

Specification notebooks compiled by [Rev] Hubble and his son. Comprising 
three books of manuscript notes on ruled paper with manuscript pagination 
and indexes. Illustrated with printed cuttings, pencil sketches and photographs 
pasted in and loosely inserted. The notebooks are covered in brown paper 
which, on two of the volumes, has worn away from the spine.  

The cuttings and sketches include interior and exterior views of the building 
housing the organs, pictures of organs and location maps. Some of the 
entries have been annotated in pencil with comments added from Hubble’s 
own observation of the organs concerned.   

The date range has been estimated from the contents. In each volume there 
are pencil sketches dated 1918.  There are some inserts dated 1914-1921.    

The loose inserts were extracted and filed separately for conservation 
reasons when the volumes were received into the archive in 2015 
(ACC2015/97). 
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Papers of John Hughes   
 

Administrative History 

John Hughes was an organ builder who became area representative for Willis 
& Son in Wales during the 1960's. He made a number of submissions to the 
periodical ‘Musical Opinion’ following his retirement.  

Finding number 

BOA Box 64 

Date 

[1959-1980] 

Extent 

1 volume 

Finding aids 

The collection has been indexed and entries included in the BOA database. 

Scope and content 

A notebook of organ specifications, with some photographs. Giving details of 
108 organs found in the Vale of Glamorgan and the Marches with a few 
instruments from the Torquay district.  
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Papers of Joshua Knott 
 

Administrative history 

Joshua Robert Knott, (fl 1970s-1980s), is an organ researcher who has 
privately published on the subject of organs and organ builders including ‘A 
study of Brindley and Foster, organ builders of Sheffield, 1854-1939’ 
published in 1974 and revised in 1985; and ‘A history of the organ in 
Bishopgate Institute, London EC2’, published in 1974. 

Scope and content 

Description Date Extent BOA 
accession 

Box 

Scrapbook labelled: ‘Organs, Album 
12’. Containing organ specifications, 
notes, press cuttings and leaflets 
about Brindley and Foster. 

[c 1970s] 1 volume 0801 31 

File labelled: ‘Ex JF Knott Box 031’. 
Research materials such as 
photographs, notes on organs, 
leaflets, photocopies of original 
records of Brindley and Foster and 
correspondence. 

c 1970s 1 box 0801 31 

Correspondence 
  

1976-1986 1 bundle 0801 31 

Miscellaneous papers, including 
notes, photocopies, photographs, 
lists of organs in Sussex.  

  0801 31 

‘Ireland, I of M [Isle of Man], Scotland 
and Wales’: correspondence, notes, 
and press-cuttings.  

c 1972-1979 1 bundle 0801 31 

Unbound manuscript notes and 
associated material on organs 
arranged by county. 

  0801 32 

‘Brindley & Foster Organ Builders: 
Sheffield 1854-1939’. 

1985 
(Revised) 

1 volume 0914 4 

Published booklet on Brindley and 
Foster. 
 

2000 1 volume 0969 4 

Scrapbook and letters relating to the 
Danson Mansion Organ, Bexley, Kent. 

c 1951-1978 1 volume Donated to 
BIOS 1978 

52 
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Papers of Henry Leffler 
 

Administrative history 

(James) Henry Leffler (1761-1819) was organist of the Collegiate Church of St Katherine 
by the Tower up to 1819. 

Custodial history 
Presented by the descendants of William Windsor, January 2007. Further information 
about the provenance of this manuscript was published in ‘BIOS Reporter’, Vol 31, No 2, 
April 2007. 

Finding number 

BOA Box 59 

BOA accession number  

1001 

Date 

Early 19th century 

Extent 

1 volume 

Finding aids 

The collection has been indexed and entries included in the BOA database. 

Scope and content 

‘An Account of Organs & Organ Builders collected by Henry Leffler 1800’. Aso 
known as the Leffler Manuscript.  

Copies 

A facsimile of the Leffler manuscript is held in the BIOS book collection. 
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Papers of J. Gilbert Mills 
 

Administrative history 

John Gilbert Mills (b 1894), organist, whose posts included deputy City 
organist at Birmingham and organist and choirmaster at St Michael, Broadway 
(appointed 1943). 

Finding number 

BOA Box 219 

BOA accession number  

0219 

Date 

[20th century] 

Extent 

2 volumes 

Scope and content 

Specification notebooks. 
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Papers of Derek Moore-Hepplestone 
 

Scope and content 

Description Date 
BOA 

accession 
Box 

Order Books A-L & L-Z 20th century 
0587 124 

Notebooks 1-3 20th century 129 

Notebooks 14-17 20th century 128 

Notebooks 18-23 20th century 127 

Notebooks 24-26 20th century 125 

Supplementary notebooks 1-4 20th century 129 

Supplementary notebooks 5-8 20th century 130 

Supplementary notebooks 10-13 20th century 126 
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Papers of Gordon Paget 
 

Administrative history 

Canon Arthur Gordon Westwood Paget (1893-1989) was an Anglican 
clergyman and pioneer in organ conservation. He was born in London and 
educated at Merchant Taylors School, St Chad’s College, Durham and Ely 
Theological College. He was made a deacon in 1920 and a priest in Ely 
Cathedral in 1922. His ministry was largely in the diocese of Norwich and he 
also served as assistant organist in the Cathedral. Obituary in BIOS Reporter, 
Volume 14, No 1, April 1990. 

Scope and content 

 

Description Date Extent 
BOA  

accession 
Box 

Volume labelled ‘Foreign Organs’: 
photographs, copies of 
photographs, postcards of organs. 

nd 1 volume 0366-0367, 
0370 

60 

Postcards and photographs of 
organs (some written, some 
blank).  

c 1950s-1980s  60 

Letters labelled and organized 
alphabetically by correspondent. 

c 1930s-1980s 18 files 60 

Folder labelled ‘Paget, Gordon, 
miscellaneous (Letters) 
Acc.0368’:  envelopes, notes, 
newscuttings, postcards (some 
blank) and a notebook containing 
notes on organs (cover missing). 

 1 file 0368 60 

‘An account of the organs in the 
diocese of Norwich’, volumes one 
and two, by Rev Canon Gordon 
Paget. (Photocopy). 

1976   60 

 

 

 



               
British Organ Archive 

 

116 

Papers of Donald Penrose 
 

Administrative history 

Donald Penrose (fl 1920s-30s), organist, was President of the Organ Club, 
1929-1939. 

Finding number 

BOA Boxes 146-147 

BOA accession number  

0591 

Date 

Early to mid-20th century 

Extent 

2 volumes 

Scope and content 

Scrap-albums of cuttings relating to organs. 
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Papers of Eduard Robbins 
 

Administrative history 

Eduard R. Robbins (died c 1988) was an architectural designer and 
draughtsman and had a strong personal interest in organ history.  

Scope and content 

There is a summary description of Robbins’ archive in BIOS Reporter, Volume 
18, Number 2, April 1994. 

 

Description Date 
BOA 

accession 
Box 

Postcards and photographs of organs and 
some people. Two albums and additional 
loose pages. 

 0333-0337 50 

Miscellaneous printed papers compiled 
by [Robbins]. 

 0333-0337 50 

Scrapbook of presscuttings: ‘Organ 
Builders First Advert Entries’. 1890s-1910  50 

Postcards of organs collected by Eduard 
Robbins. 

 
c 1910-1930s  

 
53-54 

Eduard Robbins’ research papers relating 
to T. C. Lewis.  Including: manuscript and 
typescript notes; photocopies of organ 
specifications, photocopies of 
newspapers, books, plans and patents; 
correspondence; photographs; slides; 
postcards; leaflets, brochures and other 
printed items. Including ‘A Protest 
Against The Modern Development of 
Unmusical Tone’ by Thomas C. Lewis, 
1897 (Box 55), ‘Lewis’s Organ Building 
and Bell Founding’ T. C. Lewis & Co, 1853 
(Box 55); project files on named organs. 

 
c 1890s-1980 

 
0426-0433 

 
55-58 
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Papers of Michael Sayer 
 

Administrative history 

Michael Sayer (1934-2010), organist and organ historian was the founder of 
the British Organ Archive. He researched the organs of Samuel Renn for his 
MSc in History of Technology (awarded 1974). Source: ‘BIOS Reporter’, 
Volume 35, Number 1, 2011. 

Finding number 

BOA Box 150 

BOA accession number  

0783-0793 

Date 

Late 19th century 

Scope and content 

Papers and cuttings, including from rare newspapers. 
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Papers of Rev John Hanson Sperling 
 

Administrative history 

Rev John Hanson Sperling (1825-1894) was an Anglican clergyman and 
antiquary. 

Finding number 

Microfilm cabinet 

BOA accession number  

0165 

Scope and content 

Microfilm and microfiche copies of three notebooks, c 1840-1850. 
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Papers of Frank Spencer Sutcliffe 
 

Administrative history 

Frank Spencer Sutcliffe (1929-2016) was a teacher, organist and choirmaster. 
From 1974-1989, he was conductor of Scarborough Choral Society, he also 
volunteered as the Church of England Organ Adviser for York. He died in 
Scarborough 24 April 2016. 

Sources: websites of the Scarborough Choral Society, the Institute of British 
Organ Building and ‘The Scarborough News’ (accessed August 2017).   

Finding number 

BOA Box 50 

Date 

c 1971-2009 

Extent 

1 volume, 1 file 

Scope and content 

A personal notebook comprising brief, manuscript notes on organs compiled 
by Frank S. Sutcliffe c 1971-1999, with eight papers which were found loosely 
inserted in the notebook.  

The notebook entries are chiefly details which Sutcliffe gleaned from his visits 
to see British organs c 1971-1999; there are also several entries for organs in 
[France] and, at the back of the volume, six additional pages of notes (Willis 
nameplates; a timeline with names of organ builders 1800-1940; lists of organ 
builders arranged as early 19th century, late 19th century and 20th century). 
The owner's name and address are written at the front of the volume.  

The main entries are arranged A-Z by place and thereunder by date of visit. 
Eight loose inserts were removed and filed separately for conservation 
reasons when the notebook was deposited in the archive in August 2016.      
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Papers of G. B. Taylor 
 

Scope and content 

Specification books, notebooks and photograph albums some with adhesive 
labels which appear to have been added after the collection was donated to 
the British Organ Archive. 

 

Description Date Extent BOA 
accession 

Box 

Manuscript volume of notes compiled by 
G. B. Taylor: ‘Organs I’ (adhesive label 
‘Specification Book 1.1’). 

1936-
1943 

1 volume 0213 45 

Manuscript volume of notes compiled by 
G. B. Taylor: ‘Organs 1943-1944-1945-
1946-1947-1948-1949-1950-‘ (adhesive 
label ‘Specification Book 1.2’). 

1943-c 
1950 

1 volume 0213 45 

Manuscript volume of notes compiled by 
G. B. Taylor: ‘The Collected Organ 
Specifications of the Norwich Organ 
Society: a) Norfolk and Suffolk b) Other 
Places’ (adhesive label: ‘Specification 
Book 1.3’). 

[20th 
century] 

1 volume 0213 45 

Manuscript volume of notes compiled by 
G. B. Taylor: ‘The Norwich Organ Society 
Specifications and Notes, Volume 1, 
Norfolk, 1.9.39’ (adhesive label 
‘Specification Book 1.4’). 

1936-
1963 

1 volume 0213 45 

Manuscript volume of notes compiled by 
G. B. Taylor: ‘Organ Builders in Norfolk 
and Suffolk I, 1740-1934’ (adhesive label 
‘Note Book 2.1’).  

c 1934 1 volume  45 

Untitled notebook kept by G. B. Taylor: 
brief notes on organs and references to 
other sources including the periodical 
‘Musical Opinion’ (adhesive label ‘Note 
Book 2.2’). 

1937-
1944 

1 volume  45 

Photographs of organs: album compiled 
by G. B. Taylor (adhesive label ‘Album 
3.1’). 

mid-20th 
cent 

1 volume 0214 45 
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Photographs of organs: album with 
captions [compiled by G. B. Taylor] 
(adhesive label ‘Album 3.2’). 

1937-
1938 

1 volume 0214  
46 

Papers of Leslie P. Townsend 
 

Scope and content 

Cuttings, photographs and specifications of organs compiled by L. P. 
Townsend and L. P. Townsend’s copies of published works relating to organs.   

 

Description Date Extent 
BOA 

accession 
Box 

‘Organs in Wiltshire, Churches, 
Chapels and Private Houses. 
Photographs, Specifications etc. 
Collected by L. P. Townsend’ 
(labelled: vol I, no. 1). 

 1 volume 

 

94 

‘Organs in Wiltshire. Churches, 
Chapels, private houses etc. 
Photographs, specifications etc. 
Collected by L. P. Townsend’ 
(labelled: Vol II). 

 1 volume 

 

94 

‘Organs in Devon, Dorset, and 
Oxfordshire, Gloucestershire etc. & 
Bristol. Churches, chapels etc. 
Photographs, specifications etc. 
Collected by L. P. Townsend’ 
(labelled as Vol III No.1). 

 1 volume 

 

94 

‘Scudamore Organs’ by Rev John 
Baron, with designs by George 
Edmund Street. London: Bell and 
Daldy, 1862 (inside 
front cover inscribed ‘L. P. 
Townsend 1949’). 

1862 1 volume 

 

94 

‘Church Music in the Metropolis’ by 
Charles Box. London: William 
Reeves, 1884 (inside front cover 
inscribed ‘L.P. Townsend 1963’). 

1884 1 volume 

 

94 
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Description Date Extent 
BOA 

accession 
Box 

‘Some Account of the Mediaeval 
Organ Case still existing at Old 
Radnor, South Wales’ by Frederick 
Heathcote Sutton. London: 
Hatchard and Co, Stamford: 
Langley, Printer and Publisher, 
1866 (flyleaf inscribed ‘L.P. 
Townsend 1958’). 

1866 1 volume 

 

94 

Presentation copy of ‘Some Account 
of the Mediaeval Organ Case still 
existing at Old Radnor, South Wales’ 
by Frederick Heathcote Sutton.  
London: Hatchard and Co, 
Stamford: Langley, Printer and 
Publisher, 1868. Annotated front 
cover ‘From the writer. F. H. S.’ 
(flyleaf inscribed ‘L. P. Townsend 
195[?4]’). 

1868 1 volume  94 

‘The Organ Builders Assistant, or 
Detailed Designs for Church and 
Chamber Organs in the Gothic and 
Crecian Styles’ by T. Faulkner, 
Archt. London: Printed and 
Published by the author (inside 
front cover inscribed ‘L.P. 
Townsend 1956’). [Covers 
detached] 

[?1837]    
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Papers of F. Dennis Walker 
 

Administrative history 

 

F. Dennis Walker (fl 1933-1982) was an organ builder and manager of Jardine 
& Co of Manchester. 

Scope and content 

The notebooks contain specifications of organs, many evidently taken from 
(unreferenced) published sources but the core are from Walker’s personal 
observation, often in connection with tuning or maintenance work. Although 
content relates most heavily to the north-west of England, there are also 
entries for major organs outside the north-west. Although they primarily 
consist of stop lists and do not give technical details, the entries often provide 
confirmation and additional reference points in the chronology of particular 
organs and include records relating to small organs in non-conformist chapels 
and to organs which no longer exist. 

More information about these notebooks can be found in ‘BIOS Reporter’, 
volume 15, numbers 3-4, October 1991. 

 

Description Date Extent BOA 
accession 

Box 

Specification notebooks, numbers 1-14. 30 Nov 1933  
- 6 Oct 1946 

14 volumes 0171- 
0172 

26 

Specification notebooks, numbers 15-32. 7 Oct 1946 -
[1982] 

18 volumes 27 

Notebook: ‘Visit and inspection notes’. c 1946 1 volume 27 
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Papers of Mary Wilkinson        
                                                                                               

Finding number 

BOA Box 29 

BOA accession number  

0412 

Date 

1920s-1970s  

Scope and content 

Organ specifications (looseleaf typescript). 
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Papers of Roy Williamson 
 

Administrative history 

Roy Williamson (b 1937), organist and organ historian was born in Bradford. 
He spent his working life at the Government Communications headquarters in 
Cheltenham until taking early retirement in 1984. His interest in the organ 
developed during National Service in West Berlin where he studied the 
instrument under Frank Michael Beyer.  

Williamson held several organist posts in and around Cheltenham in the 
1950s and 1960s. As he developed more interest in the technical and 
historical aspects of organ building, he began to write articles for ‘Musical 
Opinion’ and ‘The Organ’ and is now recognised as an authority on 
Gloucestershire’s organs and organ buildings. His publications include ‘The 
organs of Cheltenham’ (1989) and ‘The organs of Gloucester, Tewkesbury 
and Cirencester from the XVth century’ (1991). 

Finding number 

BOA boxes 131-133 

BOA accession number 

0131-0133 

Date 

Late 20th century 

Scope and content 

Redundant organs - reports, papers and photographs of redundant 
instruments. 
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Papers of David V. Woodford   
 

Finding number 

BOA Box 59 

BOA accession number  

1003 

Date 

c 1953-c 1965 

Extent 

4 volumes 

Scope and content 

Manuscript volumes comprising notes on organ specifications. 
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Organ builder folders 

The Organ Builder folders evolved as an un-planned collection of information, 
mostly printed materials, which had come to light during the sorting of other 
papers. They are not a comprehensive source but often contain catalogues, 
brochures, specification leaflets, correspondence and opus lists of the work 
produced by a firm and, in some instances, incidental research added to the 
archive from other sources.  

Arranged in alphabetical order. 
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Name of firm or individual organ builder Box 

Abbott & Smith  1 

Adams, Henry Thomas  1 

Andrews, William 1 

Arnold, Cedric  1 

Atterton & Sons 1 

Bailey, William  1 

Baker, A. J.  1 

Banfield, John  1 

Bates, Theodore C. 1 

Beale & Thynne   1 

Beales, William 1 

Beard, Percy. G. 1 

Bedwell & Son  1 

Bellamy, John 1 

Bevington, Henry 2 

Bewsher & Fleetwood  1 

Bibby & Wolfenden 2 

Binns, James Jepson 2 

Bird, Walter James 2 

Bishop, Joseph Chapman 2 

Blackett & Howden  2 

Boggis, William & A. of Diss. 4 

Booth,  Henry  4 

Brindley & Foster 4 

British Organ Blowing Company Ltd 3 

Brook, Joseph 4 

Brown, John   4 

Browne, Frederick Henry  4 

Bryceson Bros .  4 

Buckingham, Alexander  4 

Buckwell, George and Henry 4 
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Name of firm or individual organ builder Box 

Bunting, Brian H. 4 

Burnell & Burnell  4 

Burns, F.W.  4 

Burton, Walter John   4 

Cartwright, Rest  5 

Casson  see Positive Organ Co – 

Church [Nigel] & Co.,  5 

Church Organs Ltd 5 

Church Organ Co 5 

Collins, Peter D.  5 

Compton, John 5 

Conacher, James   5 

Conacher, Peter (voicer)   5 

Conacher, Peter   5 

Conacher, Sheffield & Co 5 

Corps. J. J.    5 

Coulson, John   5 

Cousans of Lincoln  6 

Crabb, Henry   6 

Crang & Hancock 6 

Dalladay, Samuel Frederick 6 

Dallam, Thomas & Robert 6 

Daniel, Percy 6 

Davidson, R. W.  see Kingsgate  – 

Davies, A. E. 6 

Davies, Maurice  6 

Davis, James 6 

Degens  see Grant, D. & Bradbeer – 

Dicker, Henry P. 6 

Dixon, George 6 

Drinkwater, Cecil 6 
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Name of firm or individual organ builder Box 

Duck & Pinker   9 

Ebrall, F. W.   7 

English, W.  J. 7 

Estey   7 

Evans & Barr 7 

Eveleigh & Co 7 

Fincham, Henry 7 

Fisk, R. R. 7 

Fitton & Haley  see Binns – 

Fleetwood   see Bewsher & Fleetwood – 

Flight & Robson 7 

Fonseca, J. 7 

Forster & Andrews  8 

Gern, Auguste 8 

Ginns Brothers 7 

Goetze & Gwynn 7 

Grant, Degens & Bradbeer 7 

Grant, W. J. 7 

Gratian, Joseph  7 

Gray, Daniel  7 

Gray & Davison 8 

Green, F. W. 7 

Green, George  7 

Green, Samuel  7 

Grindrod, [B. R.] 10 

Groves & Mitchell 10 

Hall & Broadfield   10 

Hall, Norman and Sons 10 

Hallett, John 10 

Halmshaw, John  10 

Hamilton, C. S. 10 
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Name of firm or individual organ builder Box 

Hamilton, David  10 

Hardy & Son [Charles & James]  10 

Harris Organs Ltd 10 

Harris, Renatus (including Harris and Byfield)  

Harris, Thomas  10 

Harrison & Harrison 10 

Harrison, Thomas 10 

Hart, Joseph 11 

Haskins, J. G.  11 

Hawkins, [William] of Walsall,  11 

Haxby, Thomas 11 

Hayter, Ambrose  11 

Hele & Co 11 

Higham, E. 10 

Hill, Norman & Beard 12-13 

Hill, [William] & Son  12 

Hillsdon   14 

Hofman Organ Co    14 

Holdich, George Maydwell  14 

Holmes, John   14 

Hope-Jones, Robert    14 

Howe, John  14 

Hughes, Thomas E.    14 

Hunter, Alfred  14 

Hunter, Alfred Fox 14 

Huntingford (Roy) & Co. 14 

Ingram & Co, [Charles] 15 

Jardine & Co, [Frederick W.] 15, 51 

Jenkins, Edgar H.   15 

Johnson & Son, E. J. 15 

Johnson Organ Co. Ltd. 15 
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Name of firm or individual organ builder Box 

Jones & Sons, Henry 15 

Jones, Kenneth 15 

Jones & Son, Thomas [Sidwell]  15 

Jubb & Son, T. L. 15 

Keates, Albert  16 

Kendall, Edward  16 

Killeburgh, John Ulrich   16 

Kingsgate Davidson & Co. 16 

Kirkland, Alfred 16 

Kitsell, Ernest F.  16 

Knight, Thomas 16 

Lawton, [Ernest] H. 17 

Laycock & Bannister 17 

Leighton Organs 17 

Lever, Arthur C.  17 

Lewis, Charles F. 17 

Lewis, Thomas C. 17 

Lewis, T. W.  17 

Liddiatt, Thomas 17 

Lincoln, H. C.   17 

Longstaff & Jones 17 

Loosley, David  17 

Maley, Young & Oldknow   17 

Mander, N. P.  17 

Marr-Wood & Co, J. 17 

Marshall, Alfred B. 17 

Martin & Coate  17 

Meacock, Samuel 18 

Michell, Carlton C. 18 

Mills & Compton   18 

Monk, Alfred 18 
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Name of firm or individual organ builder Box 

Morgan & Lloyd 18 

Morgan & Smith 18 

Murdoch, Murdoch & Co 18 

Mylrea, F. 18 

Nicholls, William Alfred A.  18 

Norman & Beard (also as Norman Bothers & Beard) 19 

Noterman, A. 19 

Osborne Manufacturing Company, [Albert]  19 

Palmer & Sons, Alfred 19 

Parker, Richard  19 

Pendlebury, Thomas (also Pendlebury Organ Co.) 19 

Pilcher, William 19 

Porritt & Son, [Joshua]  19 

Positive Organ Co 19 

Postill, Robert  19 

Potter, Henry  19 

Ravensdale, John 20 

Rayson & Son, John 20 

Reeve, J. E. 20 

Reiter, K. C. 20 

Renn, Samuel  20 

Richardson & Sons, W. E.  20 

Robson, Thomas J. 20 

Rogers, F. J. 20 

Rothwell & Sons, Frederick 20 

Rushworth & Dreaper 20 

Russell, Hugh  20 

Rutt & Co., Robert Spurden  21 

Saville, Victor L.  21 

Schulze, [Carl &] Edmund  21 

Schmidt see Smith, Bernard and Christianus - 
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Name of firm or individual organ builder Box 

Scovell & Co, C. P. 22 

Shepherd & Son, B. C. 22 

Slater, F. A.  22 

Slater & Son, Robert  22 

Smethurst, Charles A. 22 

Smith, ‘Father’ [Bernard] and Christianus (also as Christian Schmidt)  22 

Smith & Sons, John 22 

Snetzler, John 22 

Solway  Organs  22 

Sparks, Nathaniel 22 

Speechly & Sons, Henry 22 

Spurden Rutt  see Rutt, Robert Spurden  – 

Steele & Keay  22 

Stidolph, George Fredrick & John   22 

Summers  & Barnes 22 

Sweetland Organ Building Co (also as William Sweetland) 22 

Taylor, John  23 

Taylor, Stephen & Son  23 

Telford & Telford  23 

Thorold & Smith  see Jardine – 

Thynne, William (also Michell and Thynne) 23 

Topp & Son, Walter R. 23 

Tovey, W. L. 23 

Trice, William George 23 

Trustam, Josiah, James and Arthur 23 

Vincent, Henry Sherborne (also as Vincent Organ Company) 23 

Vowles, W. G. 23 

Wadsworth, Ernest & Edward 23 

Walcker, E. F.   23 

Walker (J. W.) & Sons 23-24, 
63 
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Name of firm or individual organ builder Box 

Walker, (R. H.) & Sons 24 

Wedlake, H. [T.]  24 

White, G. [S.] & Son 24 

White & Sentance 24 

Whiteley, John W. and others 24 

Wilkinson & Sons, Thomas 24 

Williamson, Martin 24 

Willis & Sons (of Uxbridge), [C. E.] 25 

Willis, Henry & Sons  25 

Willis, Thomas R. 25 

Wood, John & Sons of Huddersfield   25 

Worboys, Thomas 25 

Wordsworth & Co., (also as ‘Wood, Wordsworth & Co’, Wordsworth & 
Maskell’) 

25 

Wort, S. 25 

Wright, S. J. & Son 25 

Yates, Roger 25 

Young & Sons, Alex 25 
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Organ location folders  

Small, miscellaneous compilations of correspondence, leaflets, pamphlets, 
brochures and other printed material relating to individual organs.  

Historically, this sequence has been arranged according to the BOA reference 
number allocated to the organ rather than alphabetically.  

To identify material relating to a particular organ it is necessary to first use the 
BOA Main Index (available in Cadbury Research Library Reading Room) to 
find the BOA reference number for the organ. 
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BOA reference number Box number 

89-432 401 

446-792 402 

804-1339 403 

1342-1625 404 

1633-1988 405 

2008-2598 406 

2603-2991 407 

3001-3017 408 

3725-4365 409 

4400-4996 410 

5104-5487 411a 

5501-6049 411b 

6075-6590 412 

6593-7227 413a 

7281-7683 413b 

7754-8296 414 

8372-8954 415 

10453-11198 416 

11245-11633 417 

11644-12572 418 

12662-13536 419 

13550-13981 420 

14001-14994 421 

15018-15658 422 

15665-16444 423 

16477-16869 424 

16870-17845 425 

17251-17983 426 

18029-18334 427 

18347-19550 
 

428 
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BOA reference number Box number 

19560-21721 429 

22209-23931 430 

23932-27818 431 

27831-35885 432 

35886-35939 433 

35940-35946 and unnumbered 434 
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Publications  

Books about organs and organ builders, periodicals, offprints and unpublished 
theses including 'BIOS Reporter', a quarterly newsletter for BIOS members, 
and the 'BIOS Journal' dating from 1977. 
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Periodicals  
 

Title Holdings Date 

‘BIOS Journal’ Volume 1- 1977- 

‘BIOS Reporter’ Volume 1- 1977- 
 

‘The Choir’ Volumes 1-4 1910-1913 

‘English Musical Gazette’ One compilation volume 1819 

‘Musical Opinion’ Bound volumes 
1885-1900,  
1915-1919 

Musical Opinion: ‘Organ World’ 
extracts 

Single issues and issues bound into 
volumes  
 

1921-1931, 
 1952, 
1955-1957,  
1959-1981 

‘Musical Standard’ 

Bound into 4 volumes 1862-1865,  
1894,  
1897, 
1899 

‘Musical Times’ Bound into 3 volumes 

1892, 
1901-1904 
[Withdrawn March 
2022] 

‘Musical World’ Volumes 1, 2 and 5 
1836-1837 

‘SHOT Bulletin’ Numbers 1- 
Dec 1994- 

‘The Organ’ Volumes 1-50 and parts of others 

1921-1982 [Issues 
from 1983 onwards 
withdrawn March 
2022] 

‘Organist & Choirmaster’ Volumes I-XXVII 
1893-1920 

‘The Rotunda’ Five volumes 
1925-1934 

‘Organ Building: journal of the 
Institute of British Organ 
Building' 

Volumes 1- 
2001- 
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Books  
 

There has never been an attempt to build up a complete library of rare or 
important books on organ history within the BOA. The books that are held at 
the present time were added to the BOA as part of another BOA collection or 
as a separate gifted deposit.   

 

Author Title Date BOA 
Accession 

 

Abdy-Williams, C. 
F. 

‘The Story of The Organ’ 1916 0661  

Adkins, J. E. ‘Preston Parish Church - its 
Organ Choir and Organists’ 

 0506  

Anon ‘The Great Regents Park 
Organ’ 

   

Audesley, George 
Ashdown 

‘The Organ of the 
Twentieth Century’ 

1919   

Barnes, Alan  

and Martin 
Renshaw  

‘The Life and Work of John 
Snetzler’ 

1994 0547  

Baron, John ‘Scudamore Organs’ 1858 1048  

Bedos, Francois ‘Art du Facteur d'Orgues’,  

facsimile edition, volume 1, 
texte 

1976 0744  

Bedos, Francois ‘Art du Facteur d'Orgues’,  

facsimile edition, volume 2, 
planches 

1976 0745  

Bedwell, G. C. ‘The Evolution of The 
Organ’ 

1907 0614  

Begg, Rev J. ‘A Treatise on the Use of 
Organs’ 

1888 0999  

Beyen, P. ‘The Organ at St 
Stephanus, Grote Kerk, 
Nymegen’ 

1782 0678  
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Author Title Date BOA 
Accession 

 

Bicknell, Stephen ‘The History of the English 
Organ’ 

1998 0957  

Bird, Enid ‘The Organists and Organs 
of the Welsh Cathedrals in 
the Twentieth Century’ 

1993 0990  

Bishop, C. K. K. ‘Notes on Church Organs - 
their position and the 
materials used in their 
construction’ 

1873 0615  

Blewett, P. R. W. ‘Anthony Duddyngton - 
Organ Maker - The 
Duddyngton MS at All 
Hallows-by-the-Tower, City 
of London’ 

1978 0224  

Boeringer, James ‘Organa Britannica - 
Organs in Great Britain 
1660-1860’, volume 1 

1986 1064 

Boeringer, James ‘Organa Britannica - 
Organs in Great Britain 
1660-1860’, volume 2 

1986 1065 

Boeringer, James ‘Organa Britannica - 
Organs in Great Britain 
1660-1860’, volume 3 

1986 1066 

Bonavia-Hunt, Noel ‘The Church organ - an 
Introduction to the Study of 
Modern Organ Building’, 
(reprint of 1920 edition) 

1967 0617 

Buchan, Alan 'Organs in Scotland: a 
revised list'. Edinburgh: 
Edinburgh Society of 
Organists  

2020 CRL ACC 

2022/55 

Burgess, Francis ‘The Organ of Fifty Years 
Hence’ 

1908 0619 
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Author Title Date BOA 
Accession 

 

Boston, Noel 

and Lyndesay G. 
Langwill 

‘Church and Chamber 
Barrel-Organs - their 
Origin, Makers, Music and 
Location’ 

1967 0223 

Burn, J. H. ‘The Literature of The 
Organ’ 

nd 0993 

Casson, Thomas  ‘The Pedal Organ - its 
History, Design and 
Control’ 

1905 0228 

Cockayne, Eric V. ‘The Fairground Organ - its 
music, mechanism and 
history’ 

1974 0305 

Curtis, Gordon D. 
W.  

‘A Provincial Organ Builder 
in Victorian England: 
William Sweetland of Bath’  

2011  

Davidson, Hilary ‘Choirs, Bands and Organs 
- A History of Church Music 
in Northamptonshire and 
Rutland’ 

2003 1025 

Dawe, Donovan ‘Organists of the  

City of London [1665-1850]’ 

1983 0620 

Dickson, W. E. ‘Practical Organ-building’,  

2nd edition 

1882 0621 

Downes, Ralph ‘Baroque Tricks - 
Adventures with the Organ 
Builders’ 

1983 0503 

Edwards, C. A. ‘Organs and Organ 
Building’ 

1881 0622 

Elkin, Robert ‘The Old Concert Rooms of 
London’ 

1955 1002 

Elliston, Thomas ‘Organs and Tuning’, final 
edition with addendum 

1894/ 

1924 

0962 
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Author Title Date BOA 
Accession 

 

Elvin, Laurence ‘Bishop & Son’ 1984 0627 

Elvin, Laurence ‘Family Enterprise - the 
Story of some North 
Country Organ Builders’ 

1986 0628 

Elvin, Laurence ‘Forster and Andrews - 
Organ Builders’ 

1968 0625 

Elvin, Laurence ‘Forster and Andrew’ 1976 0672 

Elvin, Laurence ‘The Harrison Story’, 1st 
edition 

1973 0683 

Elvin, Laurence ‘The Harrison Story’, 2nd 
edition 

1977 0234 

Elvin, Laurence ‘Organ Blowing, its History 
and Development’ 

1971 0624 

Elvin, Laurence ‘Pipes and Actions - Some 
Organ Builders in the 
Midlands and Beyond’ 

1995 0963 

Fellowes, Edmund 
H. 

‘Organists and Masters of 
The Choristers at St 
George's Chapel in 
Windsor Castle’ 

1939 1072 

Fielding, Robert 'Organs and Organists of St 
Martin's Church, Salisbury’, 
3rd edition [replaces 1st 
edition formerly held in the 
BOA]  

   2022 CRL 
ACC2022/ 

93 

Flight, Benjamin ‘Practical Tuner for the 
Organ and Pianoforte’, 3rd 
edition 

1877 0807 

Forsythe-Grant, 
Maurice 

‘21 Years of Organ 
Building’ 

1987 1019 

Fox, David H. ‘A Guide to North American 
Organ Builders’ 

1991 0422 
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Author Title Date BOA 
Accession 

 

Fox, David H ‘Robert Hope-Jones - 
organ-builder’ 

1992 0457 

Freeman, A.  

and B. B. Edmonds  

‘Directory of British Organ 
Builders’ (DBOB), volume 1 

2002 1031.1 

Freeman, A.  

and B. B. Edmonds 

‘Directory of British Organ 
Builders’ (DBOB), volume 2 

2002 1031.2 

Freeman, A.  

and B. B. Edmonds 

‘Directory of British Organ 
Builders’ (DBOB), volume 3 

2002 1031.3 

Freeman, Andrew ‘English Organ Cases’ 1921 0296 

Freeman, Andrew ‘Fr Smith - organ-builder’ 1926 0297 

Freeman, Andrew  

and John Rowntree 

‘Fr Smith - organ-builder’ 1976 0236 

Freeman, Andrew ‘The Future of the Church 
Organ’ 

1940 1032 

Freeman, Andrew Large Paste up Album  0201 

Freeman, Andrew ‘Lecture on English Organ 
Cases’ 

nd 0679 

Hamilton, James 
Alexander 

‘Catechism of The Organ’,   

2nd edition 

1842 0493 

Hamilton, James 
Alexander 

‘Catechism of The Organ’,  

3rd edition 

1851 0495 

Hamilton, James 
Alexander 

‘Catechism of The Organ’,  
7th edition (revised by J. 
Warman) 

1864 0496 

Hamilton, David ‘Remarks on Organ 
Building’ 

1851 0668 
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Author Title Date BOA 
Accession 

 

Hamilton, David ‘Remarks on Organ 
Building’ 

1851 0668 

Hiles, J. ‘Catechism of the Organ’ 1878 0497 

Hill, Arthur George 

 

 

‘The Organ-cases and 
Organs of the Middle Ages 
and Renaissance’, 1st 
series 

1883 0489.1 

Hill, Arthur George ‘The Organ-cases and 
Organs of the Middle Ages 
and Renaissance’, 2nd 
series 

1891 0489.2 

Hinton, J. W. ‘Organ Construction’, 1st 
edition 

1900 1060 

Hinton, J. W. ‘Organ Construction’, 3rd 
edition 

1910 0631 

Hinton, J. W ‘Organ Construction’, 2nd 
edition 

1902 0742 

Hinton, J. W. ‘The Story of the Electric 
Organ’ 

1909 0351 

Hopkins, E. J.  

and E. F. Rimbault 

‘The Organ - its History and 
Construction’, 1st edition 

1855 1058 

Hopkins, E. J.  

and E. F. Rimbault 

‘The Organ - its History and 
Construction’, 3rd edition, 
in five parts 

1877 0632 

Hopkins, E. J.  

and E. F. Rimbault 

‘The Organ - its History and 
Construction’, 2nd edition 

1870 0507 

Hughes, Bryan ‘John Laycock – weaver 
and organ builder’ 

2002 0966 

Hughes, Bryan ‘Thomas Pendlebury 
organ-builder’ 

1993 0633 
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Author Title Date BOA 
Accession 

 

Inglis, John ‘The Organ in Scotland 
before 1700’ 

1991 0634 

Johnstone, 
Kenneth I. 

‘The Armley Schulze 
Organ’ 

1985 0997 

Leffler, Henry,  

Peter Williams  

and Bios 

‘The Leffler manuscript: 
facsimile edition’  

[Account of organs & organ 
builders collected by Henry 
Leffler, 1880] 

2010 1062 

Lewis, Thomas 
Christopher 

‘A Protest against the 
Modern Development of 
Unmusical Tone’ 

1897 0441 

Lewis, W. and T. ‘Modern Organ Building’ 1923 0193 

Macdermott, K. H. ‘The Old Church Gallery 
Minstrels’ 

1948 0638 

Mcintyre, D. G. ‘Early Organs and 
Organists at The Cape’ 

1934 0808 

Mahrenholz, 
Christard 

‘The Calculation of Pipe 
Organ scales from the 
Middle Ages to the mid-
nineteenth Century’ 

1975 0240 

Marsh, John ‘A Most Elegant and 
Beautiful Instrument -The 
Organ’ 

2002 0988 

Matthews, John ‘Handbook of the Organ’ 1897 1049 

Matthews, J. ‘The Organ Described’ nd 0640 

Matthews, J. ‘The Restoration of Organs’ nd 0639 

Morgan, William 

 

‘The Benson organ-builders 
of Dublin, 
Manchester...Norwich’ 

2001 1012 
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Author Title Date BOA 
Accession 

 

N. D ‘The Abbott & Smith organ 
in the Marquis Tokugowa 
Concert Hall, Tokyo’ (in 
Japanese) 

     -       0499 

Norbury, John ‘The Box of Whistles’ 1877 0286 

Norman, Herbert & 
H. John 

‘The Organ Today’ 1980 1003 

Ord-Hulme, Arthur 
W. J. G. 

‘Barrel Organ -The Story of 
the Mechanical Organ’ 

1978 0641 

Pacey, Robert ‘The Organs of Oxford’, 1st 
edition 

1980 0365 

Pacey, Robert   

and Michael Popkin 

‘The Organs of Oxford’, 
2nd edition 

1996 1029 

Pardee, Katharine 
(Ed) 

'In Search of Organs': 
Andrew Freeman: priest, 
photographer and scholar 

2016  

Pearce, Charles W. ‘The English Organ of a 
Hundred Years Ago‘ 

1907 0757 

Pearce Charles W. ‘The Life and Work of 
Edward John Hopkins’ 

 0244 

Pearce, Charles W. ‘Notes on English Organs 
of the Period 1800-1810’ 

1911 0644 

Pearce, Charles W. ‘Old London City Churches 
- their Organs, Organists 
and Musical Associations’ 

1911 0643 

Pearce, Charles W. ‘The Organists Directory’ nd 0645 

Plumley, Nicholas 
M. 

‘Organs of the City of 
London’ 

1996 0975 
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Author Title Date BOA 
Accession 

 

Plumley, Nicholas  

and Austin Niland 

‘A History of the Organs in 
St Paul's Cathedral’ (City of 
London) 

2001 1008 

Pole, W. ‘Musical Instruments in The 
Great Exhibition of 1851’ 

1851 1041 

Rimbault, E. F. ‘The Early English Organ 
Builders and their Works’ 

1865 0309 

Rowntree, John P.  

and John F. 
Brennan 

‘The Classical Organ in 
Britain’, volume 1, 1955-
1974 

1975 0245 

Rowntree, John P.  

and John F. 
Brennan 

‘The Classical Organ in 
Britain’, volume 2, 1975-
1978 

1979 0246 

Rowntree, John P.  

and John F. 
Brennan 

‘The Classical Organ in 
Britain’, volume 3, 1979-
1990 

1993 0650 

Rushworth, 
Graeme D. 

‘Historic Organs of New 
South Wales’ 

1988 0384 

Rushworth, 
Graeme D. 

‘A Supplement to Historic 
Organs in New South 
Wales’ 

2006 0981 

Sayer, Michael ‘Samuel Renn - English 
organ-builder’ 

1974 0652 

Smith, G. H. ‘A History of Hull Organs 
and Organists’ 

- 0504 

Statham, H. 
Heathcote 

‘The Organ - its position in 
Musical Art’ 

1909 0653 

Stocks, H. C. L. ‘British Cathedral 
Organists’ 

1949 1046 

Sumner, W. L. ‘Father Henry Willis - 
Organ builder - and his 
Successors’ 

1955 0294 
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Author Title Date BOA 
Accession 

 

Sumner, W. L. ‘The Organ’, 1st edition 1952 0347 

Sumner, W. L. ‘The Organ’, 2nd edition 1956 0248 

Sutton, F. H. ‘Church Organs’ 1883 0310 

Sutton, John ‘A Short account of Organs 
built in England 1820-1873’ 
(facsimile) 

1979 0251 

Swanton, Hugh ‘Lecture on Organ Blowing’ 1905 1047 

Tarini, Maurizio ‘The Organ builder William 
George Trice of Genoa’ 

1993 0655 

Theng, Andre 
Joseph 

‘Saving the King: the 
organs of the Cathedral of 
the Good Shepherd’ 

2018 CRL 

ACC 
2018/81 

Thistlethwaite, 
Nicholas 

‘Organ-building in Georgian 
and Victorian England: the 
work of Gray & Davidson. 
1772-1890' 

2020 CRL ACC 
2020/18 

Thistlethwaite, 
Nicholas 

‘The Making of the Early 
Victorian Organ’ 

- 1002 

Thistlethwaite, 
Nicholas 

‘The Organs of Cambridge’ 1983 0911 

Thornsby, F. W. ‘Dictionary of Organs & 
Organists’, 1st edition 

1912 0665  

Thornsby, F. W. ‘Dictionary of Organs & 
Organists’, 2nd edition 

1921 0666  

Tomkins, Rodney ‘Historic Organs in 
Derbyshire-a Survey for the 
Millenium’ 

2000 0995 
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Author Title Date BOA 
Accession 

 

Tomkins, Rodney ‘Pipe Organs in Churches 
and Chapels of the 
Derbyshire Derwent and 
Ecclesbourne Valleys’ 

1995 1009 

Traupman-Carr, 
Carol A. (Ed) 

‘Pleasing for Our Use - 
David Tannenberg and the 
Organs of the Moravians’ 

1995 1063 

Troskie, Albert ‘Pyporrels in Suid-Afrika’ 2002 0905 

Warman, John W. ‘The Organ - its Compass’ 1884 0280 

Warman, John W. ‘Writings and other 
utterances’ 

1889 0656 

Werkmeister, A. ‘Orgelprobe’ 1784 0676 

West Sussex 
Organists' 
Association 

‘Millenium Survey of the 
Pipe Organs of West 
Sussex’ 

2000 0906 

West, John E. ‘Cathedral Organists - past 
and present’ 

1921 0658 

Whitworth, R. ‘The Electric Organ’ 1930 0292 

Wickens, David C. ‘Aspects of English Organ 
Pipe Scaling’ 

2004 0985 

Wickens, David C. ‘The Instruments of Samuel 
Green’ 

1987 0420 

Wicks, Mark ‘Organ-Building for 
Amateurs’ 

1887 0307 

Wicks, Mark ‘Organ-Building for 
Amateurs’ 

1887  

Williamson, Roy ‘The Organs of 
Gloucestershire’ 

2009 1030 
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Author Title Date BOA 
Accession 

 

Wilson, Michael ‘The English Chamber 
Organ 1650-1850’ 

1968 0664 

Wright, Philip M. G. ‘E. H. Lawton of Aberdeen - 
Organ Builder’ (1898-1947) 

1980 0433 

 

Off prints 
 

 
 

Theses, dissertations and research papers 
 

Author Title Date 

Berrow, James John Nicholson, Organ Builder of 
Worcester - his background, life and work 
(2 volumes) 

 

1996 

Edmonds, 
Katherine 

Father Smith and his Organs 1965 

Hemsley, J. D. C. The Role of Patents in the Development 
of the Victorian Organ 

2001 

Hemsley, J. D. C. The Organ of Nutfield Priory  2001 

Hemsley, J. D. C. Crang and Hancock  2001 

Knight, David Renatus Harris 1994 

Mckee, Joseph The Organ in Ulster (3 volumes)  1991 

Author Title Date Source 
publication 

Goulding, Lester  

and William (Bill) 
Vineer 

‘The British Invasion Lives On! 
Pipe Organs of New-
Foundland & Labrador, 
Canada’ 

2013 ‘The 
Diapason’ 
July 2013 
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Author Title Date 

Matthews, 
Rodney J. 

Studies in Organ Historiography 

 

2000 

Oswin, J. R  

and Rock, G. A. 
A. 

Simple Measurements of The Sound 
Pressure Levels of Pipe Organs 

1997 

Toll, M. Alfred Hunter 

 

2004 

Wickens, David C. 

 

BIOS Research Papers 1: 'Pipe Markings'  1990 

Wickens, David C. 

 

BIOS Research Papers 2: 'Pipe Markings 
2'  

1994 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


