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HM Harriet Martineau Papers 

This collection comprises a substantial quantity of 
correspondence mainly to Harriet Martineau from 
contemporary authors and writers, politicians, 
journalists and other public figures. The letters 
document her activities and contributions as a social 
and political commentator, journalist and literary 
writer and as a feminist intellectual. They contain a 
wealth of information about her philosophies and 
concerning such issues as women's rights, improved 
access to health and education, better working 
conditions and practices, particularly for domestic, 
agricultural and factory workers, and emancipation 
and abolition of slavery. 

Correspondents to Harriet Martineau include 
Matthew Arnold, Maria Weston Chapman, William 
Edward Forster, Elizabeth Gaskell, William 
Gladstone, Robert Graves, Florence Nightingale, 
Lord John Russell, and Henry William Wilberforce. 
The collection contains Harriet Martineau's 
correspondence with important publishers and 
editors for whom she wrote leaders and articles. 
These include Sir Richard Robinson, Thomas 
Walker, William Weir and Frederick Knight Hunt of 
the 'Daily News', John Chapman of the 'Westminster 
Review' and Henry Reeve of the 'Edinburgh Review'. 
The correspondence also includes letters to and 
from other members of the Martineau family 
including Maria, Helen, Richard, Russell, Susan, and 
Thomas Martineau. Letters are to Harriet Martineau 
unless otherwise stated.  

The collection also contains a number of letters from 
Harriet Martineau, and Harriet Martineau's literary 
and other manuscripts including autograph 
manuscripts of her 'Autobiography', 'History of 
England during the Thirty Years Peace, 1816-1846', 
'A Tale of the Tyne' and 'Poor Laws and Paupers'. 
Other manuscript writings include articles such as 
'Modern Domestic Service', 'Salem Witchcraft', 'What 
can Women Do?' and notes on medical matters, 
education, strikes and political views. 

 

 

 

1816-1885 
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Administrative history: Harriet Martineau (1802-
1876) was a political economist, author, journalist, 
social commentator and leading feminist intellectual. 
She published widely and her publications included 
popular works on economics, several novels, and 
various children's stories. She was also a regular 
contributor to and editorial writer for the 'Daily News' 
and 'Edinburgh Review'. 

She was born in Norwich in 1802, the sixth child of 
Thomas Martineau and Elizabeth Rankin Martineau. 
She began her literary career at a young age and 
her first article on 'Female Writers on Practical 
Divinity' appeared in the Unitarian periodical, 'The 
Monthly Repository' in 1821. Her major successful 
work was 'Illustrations of Political Economy' (1832-
34), which was quickly followed by 'Poor Law and 
Paupers Illustrated' (1833), and 'Illustrations of 
Taxation' (1834). She visited America between 1834 
and 1836 and on her return wrote 'Society in 
America' (1837) and 'Retrospect of Western Travel' 
(1838). She continued to travel, visiting Italy, Egypt 
and Palestine, after which she published 'Eastern 
Life' (1848). Later publications included 'History of 
England during the Thirty Years' Peace' (1849) and a 
translation of Comte's 'Philosophie Positive' (1853). 
She lived initially in London then moved to 
Tynemouth near Newcastle to be near her brother. 
She spent four years there during a period of ill-
health but from the 1840s lived at Ambleside in the 
Lake District in a house she designed herself, called 
The Knoll. 

Harriet Martineau was an exceptional correspondent 
throughout her life and exchanged letters not just 
with publishers but also with political, literary and 
other prominent individuals of the time. She suffered 
from ill-health for many years and was also 
profoundly deaf. During her later life she was cared 
for by her nieces, most notably Maria Martineau. 

Arrangement: Arranged into several sections:  

HM/1-1035 General Correspondence (largely 
arranged alphabetically by surname of 
correspondent);  

HM/1036-1222 Publishing Correspondence 
(arranged alphabetically by surname of 
correspondent); 



Harriet Martineau Papers 

 

3 
© Cadbury Research Library: Special Collections, University of Birmingham 

 

HM/1223-1386 Miscellaneous documents;   

HM/1387-1423 Manuscripts by Harriet Martineau. 

Extent: 10 boxes 

Access conditions: All items are open. Access to 
all registered researchers 

Physical description: Most of the items in this 
collection are mounted in large bound volumes. The 
items are bound together in the following volumes: 
HM/1-162; HM/163-317; HM/318-523; HM/524-780; 
HM/781-1035; HM/1036-1318; and HM/1319-1417b. 
HM/1418-1423 are mounted in small fascicules.  

Copies: This collection has been microfilmed by 
Adam Matthew Publications as part of its 
micropublication of the collected papers of Harriet 
Martineau under the title 'Women, Emancipation and 
Literature'. The microfilm is available for use in the 
searchroom at the Cadbury Research Library: 
Special Collections.     

Copyright: Permission to make any published use 
of any material from the collection must be sought in 
advance in writing from the Director of Special 
Collections. Identification of copyright holders of 
unpublished material is often difficult. Special 
Collections will assist where possible with identifying 
copyright owners, but responsibility for ensuring 
copyright clearance rests with the user of the 
material. 

Language: Mostly in English. Four items are in 
French. 

Creator name: Martineau, Harriet (1802-1876), 
writer 

Acquisition: The Harriet Martineau Papers were 
presented to Birmingham University Library by the 
family of Sir Wilfrid Martineau in 1961. An addition to 
the collection, comprising manuscripts of several 
works including Harriet Martineau's autobiography 
(HM/1418-1423), was made by the Misses Martineau 
in memory of Professor C. E. Martineau. This was 
marked by an informal ceremony in April 1981. A 
further deposit was made by Mr Denis Martineau. 
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Related material: The Cadbury Research Library: 
Special Collections holds the Letters Additional of 
Harriet Martineau (reference: HMLAdd), which is an 
artificial collection of letters and other papers of and 
relating to Harriet Martineau and other members of 
the Martineau family.  The department also holds a 
collection of Martineau family papers, (reference: 
HMM). 

Publication notes: Various books have been 
published about Harriet Martineau including R. 
K.Webb, 'Harriet Martineau: a radical Victorian' 
(London, Heinemann; New York, Columbia 
University Press, 1960) and Valerie Kossew 
Pichanick, 'Harriet Martineau, the woman and her 
work, 1802-76' (Ann Arbor, University of Michigan 
Press, c 1980). Martineau's autobiography, which 
was published posthumously in 1877, has also been 
reissued with a new introduction by Gaby Weiner 
(London, Virago, 1983).  In addition, some of her 
letters have been published: 'Harriet Martineau: 
selected letters' edited by Valerie Sanders (Oxford, 
Clarendon, 1990).    

Sources used for compiling this collection record: 
'Women, Emancipation and Literature. The Papers 
of Harriet Martineau 1802-1876 from Birmingham 
University Library. A Listing and Guide to the 
Microfilm Collection' Adam Matthew Publications, 
1991; Janet Todd (ed), 'Dictionary of British Women 
Writers', Routledge, 1989; 'Dictionary of National 
Biography', Vol XII, London 1909. 

 

HM/1 Autograph letter, signed from Henrietta Blanche 
Drummond, Countess of Airlie  

Praise of Harriet Martineau's books; discusses 
Martineau's publication 'Feats on the Fiord'; the 
Countess's mother. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

21 
September 
1869 

HM/2 Autograph letter, from Ambleside Mechanics Institute  

Plans for building public rooms and baths in 
Ambleside. 

13 April 
1852 
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1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/3-8 Correspondence relating to John Anderson, fugitive 
slave from Missouri [USA] 

John Anderson, a fugitive slave, escaped from 
Missouri and came to Britain via Canada.  A 
committee based in London, 'The John Anderson 
Committee', chaired by Harper Twelvetrees, was set 
up to help him and his family. 

7 items 

Access: Open 

1861 

HM/3 Printed appeal letter on behalf of John Anderson 

Circular asks for subscriptions to help raise money 
for Anderson, who wished to obtain the means of 
education, and raise enough money to purchase his 
wife and children who remained in slavery.  Appeal 
sent from 106, Cheapside, London, on behalf of the 
committee [The John Anderson Committee]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

20 July 
1861 

HM/4 Autograph letter, signed from Anthony Ashley 
Cooper, 7th Earl of Shaftesbury 

Includes details of John Anderson's family, and his 
former 'master', Samuel Browne, in Fayetae, Howard 
County, Missouri.  Anderson's wife was known on 
the estate as Maria Browne.  Their children were 
called Emily, Louis and Collen. 

3 items 

Access: Open 

27 July 
1861 

HM/5 Autograph letter, signed from C. Baines of Missouri 
to the Earl of Shaftesbury 

Provides the address of John Anderson's wife and 
his former 'master', Samuel Browne, in Fayetae, 
Howard County, Missouri. 

1 item 

31 July 
1861 
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Access: Open 

HM/5a Printed list of names presumed to be members of 
The John Anderson Committee 

Harper Twelvetrees listed as chairman. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[1861] 

HM/6 Autograph letter, signed from E. M. Davis to the Hon. 
Charles Sumner 

Letter addressed from St Louis, on headed 
notepaper 'Head Quarters, Western Department'.  
Writes that he will do all he can to help.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

5 
September 
1861 

HM/7 Autograph letter, signed from Jos. W. Calvert to the 
Hon. Charles Sumner 

Letter addressed from St Louis, on headed 
notepaper 'Head Quarters, Western Department'.  
Writes that he will do all that is within his power to 
assist 'poor Anderson', and says that so much of his 
time is taken with cases of this kind that he is 'sick at 
heart'.   

1 item 

Access: Open 

30 
September 
1861 

HM/8 Autograph letter, signed from the Hon. Charles 
Sumner to Martineau 

Regarding the situation and efforts to help John 
Anderson's family, and Martineau's 'faithful watch' of 
the affairs.  Discusses how the cause is viewed by 
the wider English press, whether it is seen as 'a war 
against slavery'.  Also concerns Fremont's 
proclamation.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

29 October 
1861 

HM/9 Autograph letter, signed from Dr. H. W. Acland 19 May 
1859 
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Believed to be from Dr [later Sir] Henry Wentworth 
Acland, Oxford. Letter discusses Harriet Martineau's 
publication 'England and Her Soldiers'; her sanitary 
work; and matters on education. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/10 Letter, signed from [Henry Wentworth] Acland 

On headed notepaper from Radcliffe Library, 
Museum, Oxford.  Shares text presented to Sir 
George Grey, which Acland thought would be 
interesting to Harriet Martineau's work on sanitary 
questions, and discusses the need to deal with the 
Thames. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

4 June 
1862 

HM/11 Autograph letter, from [Henry G. Atkinson]  

Regarding portraits and plates for Harriet 
Martineau's autobiography. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

December 
1855 

HM/12 Autograph letter, signed from Helen Brown on behalf 
of Harriet Martineau to Arthur Arnold  

From The Knowle, Ambleside.  Martineau too ill to 
attend to literary business, mentions enclosures from 
the 'Echo' and Carpenter's 'erroneous' statement of 
the arguments in H. G. Atkinson's letters. 

Arrangement:   

1 item 

Access: Open 

1 
September 
1872 

HM/13 Autograph letter, signed from Arnold  

Message of sympathy on hearing about the death of 
Maria Martineau. 

There is debate as to whether the letter is from 
Thomas or Frances Arnold, but the letter looks to be 

1 March 
1864 
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signed by 'F. Arnold'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/14-16 Correspondence from Mary Arnold 

3 items 

Access: Open 

1866-1872 

HM/14 Autograph letter, from Mary Arnold 

Harriet Martineau's decision to retire from writing for 
the Daily News. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

28 April 
1866 

HM/15 Autograph letter, from Mary Arnold 

Discusses thoughts on William E. Forster. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[late 19th 
century] 

HM/16 Autograph letter, from Mary Arnold 

Discusses William E. Forster; health issues, Mrs 
Arnold's family. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

31 
December 
1872 

HM/17-21 Autograph letters, signed from Matthew Arnold 

The letters mainly regard Arnold's report on 
education, or educational issues. 

5 items 

Access: Open 

1860-1868 

HM/17 Letter from Matthew Arnold 

Regarding Arnold's report on education, and the use 
of practices in France and Germany as examples. 

11 April 
1868 
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1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/18 Letter from Matthew Arnold 

Discusses the reaction to Harriet Martineau's 
comments on Arnold's report on education, and 
Ragged Schools.  The Syrian troubles and the 
Turkish Empire are mentioned.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

24 July 
1860 

HM/19 Letter from Matthew Arnold 

Discusses amending his report on education, and 
wider issues on government and democracy.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

30 July 
1860 

HM/20 Letter from Matthew Arnold 

Discusses education matters, the Public Schools 
Report, and issues regarding class in Britain and 
France. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

7 July 1864 

HM/21 Letter from Matthew Arnold 

Discusses a paper from Harriet Martineau on middle 
class education, suggests official reports written 
about girls' schools in France which may be of 
interest; Mr Woodard's school. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

15 July 
1864 

HM/22 Autograph letter, signed from [Francis] Arnold  

Saddened to hear of Harriet Martineau's resignation 
from the Daily News due to ill health.  

1 item 

28 April 
1866 
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Access: Open 

HM/23 Letter from Matthew Arnold 

Discusses his essays, and views on Christianity, the 
Church and dissent.   

1 item 

Access: Open 

28 
December 
1870 

HM/24-29 Correspondence with Henry G. Atkinson 

6 items 

Access: Open 

1855-1885 

HM/24 Note concerning Charles Darwin's hypothesis  

Discussions took place at the geological society. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[19th 
century] 

HM/25 Autograph letter to Maria [Martineau]  

Discusses religion. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

22 June 
1885 

HM/26 Autograph letter to Maria [Martineau] 

Discusses holidays. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

25 July 
1855 

HM/27 Copy of a letter originally written by Harriet 
Martineau  

Discusses preparations for her book with Atkinson, 
the terms and money to be paid to Mr Holl, and 
Richmond's portrait of Harriet Martineau.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

19 
December 
1855 
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HM/28 Autograph letter to Maria [Martineau] 

Concerns her health issues. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

9 January 
1863                                                                                                                                 
9 January 
1863 

HM/29 Autograph letter to [Maria Martineau] 

Mentions H. Spencer's philosophy, Thackeray's 
Roundabout Papers. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

10 January 
1863 

HM/30 Autograph letter, signed from C. Avezac-Lavigne 

Concerns Harriet Martineau's The Positive 
Philosophy of A. Comte.  Includes a copy of the 
letter, which is also in French. 

2 items 

Access: Open 

Language: French 

23 May 
1871 

HM/31-33 Autograph letters, signed from Rev. George Babb 

Letters addressed from Asterby Rectory, Horncastle. 

3 items 

Access: Open 

1871 

HM/31 Correspondence between Rev. George Babb and 
Harriet Martineau   

Letter from George Babb dated 16 January, saying 
how he remembers meeting Martineau in Egypt 
some years ago, and has recently purchased her 
book 'Traditions of Palestine'.  Discusses her 
expression 'Divine Personage', which Harriet 
Martineau responses to in her reply. Martineau 
suggests to Babb's he reads her book, written also 
by [Henry George] Atkinson, 'Letters on the Laws of 
Man's Nature and Development'.  The copy of 
Martineau's letter, dated 17 January, is written on the 
back of Babb's letter.    

January 
1871 
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1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/32 Letter from Rev George Babb 

Discusses religious views and philosophy. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

19 January 
1871 

HM/33 Letter from Rev George Babb 

Sends thanks for edition of Comte lectures. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

26 January 
1871 

HM/34 Autograph letter, signed from Mrs C. Bailey 

Mentions the talent Harriet Martineau has been 
blessed with, and the pleasure and benefits she 
receives from Martineau's writing. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

28 March 
1861 

HM/35-41 Autograph letters, signed from Alex[ander] Bain, 
[Professor at Aberdeen] 

Parts of the letters dated 1867 refer to events 
surrounding James Martineau's application for the 
Chair of Philosophy at University College, London. 

7 items 

Access: Open 

1867-1873 

HM/35 Letter from Professor Alex[ander] Bain 

Thanks Martineau for her tribute to the three 
Governor Generals of India.  Discusses Martineau's 
brother [James Martineau] with regard to the 
Philosophy Chair at University College, [London], 
and the differing opinions by various professors 
regarding 'positivists'. 

1 item 

4 January 
1867 
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Access: Open 

HM/36 Letter from Professor Alex[ander] Bain 

Thanks Martineau for the photograph of Mr Huttin, 
Board of Metropolitan Sewers; discusses Unitarians; 
philosophy and religion; Martineau's brother [James 
Martineau]; Hodgson's threats and the resulting 
change in legacies to University College, [London]; 
and Mr Crabb Robinson.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

12 
February 
1867 

HM/37 Letter from Professor Alex[ander] Bain 

States he will reply to Martineau's letter more 
particularly after he hears the results of the meeting.  
Sent Martineau the 'Resolutions of the Hostile Party', 
and thanked her for sending the 'Nation'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

23 
February 
1867 

HM/38 Letter from Professor Alex[ander] Bain 

Sends congratulations on the 'triumphant finale of 
the University College [London] business'; the Star's 
Report; Robertson; Hodgson; Sydney Smith; and 
Dean.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

4 March 
1867 

HM/39 Letter from Professor Alex[ander] Bain 

Discusses news about Helen Taylor and Harriet Mill.   

1 item 

Access: Open 

14 October 
1873 

HM/40 Letter from Professor Alex[ander] Bain 

Discusses John Mill's autobiography, and his 
religious opinions. 

1 item 

4 
November 
1873 
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Access: Open 

HM/41 Letter from Professor Alex[ander] Bain 

Discusses John Mill and his family; [Helen] Taylor; 
statue on the Thames Embankment. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

11 
December 
1873 

HM/42 Autograph letter, signed from Thomas Squire Barrett  

Informs Harriet Martineau he had created an index to 
her book Laws of Man's Nature [and Development]; 
mentions mesmeric treatment [mesmerism]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1 March 
1865 

HM/43 Autograph letter, signed from Thomas Squire Barrett 

Letter to accompany several copies of the index 
created by Barrett to Martineau's and Atkinson's 
book 'Laws of Man's Nature and Development'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

March 
1865 

HM/44 Autograph letter, signed from F. B. Barton  

Regards Avezac-Lavigne and the translation of her 
adaptation of Comte's Positive Philosophy. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

16 
December 
1871 

HM/45-67 Correspondence with Emily Anne Beaufort and 
Rosamond Beaufort 

Most of the letters are written by Emily Beaufort to 
Harriet Martineau, but some correspondence are 
from, or to, Emily's sister Rosamond E. Beaufort, 
known as Rosa. 

The letters from Emily were written before she 
married in 1862 and took the name of Emily Anne 
Smythe, wife of 8th Viscount Strangford. 

1858-1867 
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Smythe [nee Beaufort], Emily Anne, Viscountess 
Strangford (1826-1887), military nurse, was the 
youngest daughter of Admiral Sir Francis Beaufort 
(1774-1857), hydrographer, and his first wife, Alicia 
Magdalena (1782-1834).  In 1861 she published her 
book 'Egyptian Sepulchres and Syrian Shrines'.  The 
book was a popular success, and was reviewed by 
Percy Ellen Algernon Frederick William Sydney 
Smythe, 8th Viscount Strangford (1825-1869), 
diplomatist and orientalist. Emily Beaufort married 
Percy on 6 February 1862.  (Information from the 
Oxford DNB online). 

24 items 

Access: Open 

HM/45 Letter, signed from Emily A[nne] Beaufort 

Request to Harriet Martineau to write a memoir for 
the Daily News about Sir Francis Beaufort, who died 
1857.  Details are given about his life and his years 
with the Admiralty. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

4 January 
1858 

HM/46 Letter, signed from Emily A[nne] Beaufort 

Thanks Martineau for her kind words about her 
father, Sir Francis Beaufort; memoranda written by 
Admiral Fitzroy; Captain Maconochie's papers. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

9 January 
[1858] 

HM/47 Letter, signed from Emily A[nne] Beaufort 

Regards the article about Sir Francis Beaufort, and 
information provided by Emily Beaufort about her 
family. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

11 January 
[1858] 

HM/48 Letter, signed from Rosa[mon]d E. Beaufort  

Thanks Harriet Martineau for what she has written 
about Sir Francis Beaufort and discusses how much 

13 January 
1858 
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she deeply misses her father. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/49 Letter, signed from Emily A[nne] Beaufort 

Thanks Harriet Martineau for what she has written 
about Sir Francis Beaufort and asks if she would like 
a picture of him; discusses Martineau's writing and 
her books and her wish to visit Martineau in 
Ambleside. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

13 January 
[1858] 

HM/50 Letter, signed from Emily Beaufort 

Writes of Rosa, and how her sister found the parcel 
of Captain Maconochie's papers. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

20 January 
[1858] 

HM/50a Copy letter from Harriet Martineau to [Emily and 
Rosamond] Beaufort 

Information given by Martineau to be used by herself 
or the Beaufort family to repel 'any unjust 
accusations' in the future from the Maconochie 
family.  Details provided of Captain Maconochie and 
his family, and their relationship with Sir J. Franklin 
and his wife, Lady Franklin, in Van Diemen's Land 
[now known as Tasmania].  Harriet Martineau 
describes how Maconochie tried to involve her in 
discrediting Sir Franklin and his plans for convict 
reform, and the advice Martineau sought from 
Captain [Francis] Beaufort, [later Sir Beaufort]. Also 
mentioned is the divorce case between Captain 
Belcher and his wife Lady Belcher.    

  

Harriet Martineau signed the copy letter on 19 
January 1858 to state it was a 'true copy'. 

1 item 

18 January 
1858 
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Access: Open 

HM/51 Letter, signed from Emily A[nne] Beaufort 

Writes how Rosa is waiting to hear from Captain 
Maconochie; and of a painting of [Sir Francis 
Beaufort] soon to be placed in Greenwich Hospital. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

23 January 
1858 

HM/52 Letter, signed from Emily A[nne] Beaufort 

Discusses Captain Washington, a hydrographer, and 
his wish to reprint Harriet Martineau's sketch; 
mentions her father [Sir Francis Beaufort]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1 February 
[1858] 

HM/53 Letter, signed from Emily A[nne] Beaufort 

Discusses Captain Washington, and printing in the 
Admiralty press. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

9 February 
1858 

HM/54 Letter, signed from Emily A[nne] Beaufort 

Death of a relation; ill health of Emily and Rosamond 
Beaufort and their plans to move to London. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

22 
February 
[1858] 

HM/55 Letter, signed from Emily A[nne] Beaufort 

From Jerusalem, given an account of her travels with 
her sister [Rosalind Elizabeth Beaufort] through 
Egypt, Syria, and other places. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

10 
February 
1860 

HM/56 Letters to and from Emily A[nne] Beaufort 

Letter dated 16 September 1860, from Emily A[nne] 

16 
September 
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Beaufort.  Written from Vienna to Harriet Martineau.  
Talks of her friendship with Harriet; Jerusalem; Syria; 
[James] Finn, British Consul in Jerusalem; sketches 
Captain Washington wishes to publish; and her 
plans to write a book: 'Egyptian Sepulchres and 
Syrian Shrines'. 

Enclosed are copy letters to Emily Beaufort from 
Eliz[abeth] Finn, [wife of James Finn].  Two letter are 
dated 4 August 1860, the other is dated 15 August 
1860, all addressed from British Consulate, 
Jerusalem.  Discusses the health and financial 
difficulties of the Finn's; the 'unsettled state of the 
country'; Jerusalem; Palestine; the Church 
Missionary Society. 

Also includes a copy of the proclamation by James 
Finn, Jerusalem, 19 July 1860. 

5 items 

Access: Open 

1860 

HM/57 Letter, signed from Emily A[nne] Beaufort 

Discusses the Finn's [James and Elizabeth Finn]; 
progress on her book; and places travelled in Spain 
and Italy.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

15 
November 
1860 

HM/58 Letter, signed from Emily A[nne] Beaufort 

Discusses Mr Grierson, British Consul at Latakia. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

18 
November 
[1860] 

HM/59 Letter, signed from Emily A[nne] Beaufort 

Discusses the Finn's [James and Elizabeth Finn] and 
their financial difficulties; and her time in Spain with 
Rosa. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

22 
December 
1860 
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HM/60 Letter, signed from Emily A[nne] Beaufort 

Discusses the plight of the Syrians; food shortage 
situation in Palestine; Garibaldi; the Finn's [James 
and Elizabeth Finn] and their financial difficulties; 
plans for her book; Anthony Trollope; book on 
Zenobia, Queen of Palmyra.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

20 January 
1861 

HM/61 Letter, signed from Emily A[nne] Beaufort 

Reports on progress with her book and drawings; the 
Finn's [James and Elizabeth Finn] financial 
improvement owing to Harriet Martineau's efforts; 
high interest rates affecting the peasantry. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

27 March 
1861 

HM/62 Letter, signed from Emily A[nne] Beaufort 

Discusses the progress of her book; being back in 
London; her family. 

June [18]61 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1861 

HM/63 Letter, signed from Emily A[nne] Beaufort 

Writes how she has sent Harriet Martineau a copy of 
her book, and a copy to the queen; discusses her 
books and asks Harriet for comments; her family.     

1 item 

Access: Open 

18 July 
1861 

HM/64 Letter, signed from Emily A[nne] Beaufort 

Discusses her book and Harriet Martineau's opinion 
of it; the reviews. 

1 item 

12 
September 
1861 
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Access: Open 

HM/65 Letter, signed from Emily A[nne] Beaufort 

Writes how the first edition of her books has sold out, 
and ideas for a second edition of the book; plans to 
marry Lord Strangford [Percy Ellen Algernon 
Frederick William Sydney Smythe, 8th Viscount 
Strangford (1825–1869)] 

21 December [18]61 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1861 

HM/66 Letter from Rosa[mon]d E. Beaufort 

Regarding Harriet Martineau's lecture on Maria 
Edgeworth; and issues of faith. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

13 June 
1867 

HM/67 Letter from Rosa[mon]d E. Beaufort 

Discusses issues of faith; comment on Miss Evans' 
[Mary Anne Evans] portrait, [Sir Frederick William 
Burton portrait of George Eliot was exhibited at the 
Royal Academy in 1867]; Maria Edgeworth; Lucy 
Robinson; Fanny Wilson; and family members. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

19 June 
1867 

HM/68 Letter from [Lady Diana Belcher] 

Discusses Harriet Martineau's publication; biography 
of Sir F[rancis] Beaufort and the office of 
hydrographer; her stepfather Captain Peter 
Heywood. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

12 March 
1869 

HM/69 Letter from [Rosamond] Beaufort 

Writes about Sir John Barrow's autobiography; 
Captain Heywood; Sir F[rancis] Beaufort; the office 

30 March 
1869 
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of hydrographer; Lady Belcher. 

Includes a copied handwritten extract from Sir John 
Barrow's autobiography about Sir Francis Beaufort.  

2 items 

Access: Open 

HM/70 Letter from Rosa[mon]d E. Beaufort 

Discusses Lady Belcher; art and artists; Harriet 
Martineau's biographies.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

7 April 
1869 

HM/71 Letter from [Lady] Diana Belcher with a copy of a 
letter from Francis Heywood 

Letter from [Lady] Diana Belcher to Harriet 
Martineau, 12 March 1869, with a copy of a letter 
from Francis Heywood, widow of Captain Peter 
Heywood, to the Daily News, dated February 1858.  
Francis Heywood requests the truth be printed about 
Captain Heywood, and concerns the events 
surrounding Sir Francis Beaufort and the office of 
hydrographer mentioned incorrectly in Sir John 
Barrow's autobiography. 

A copy of Harriet Martineau's reply to Lady Belcher 
is at reference HM/72.   

2 items 

Access: Open 

12 March 
1869 

HM/72 Copy of letter from Harriet Martineau to Lady Belcher 

Sent in reply to reference HM/71.  Writes that she 
has not seen Sir John Barrow's autobiography, and 
no statement in the Beaufort memoir about Sir 
Francis Beaufort, was taken from it.  States she will 
forward details about the incorrect information 
concerning Captain Peter Heywood to her editor.     

1 item 

Access: Open 

13 March 
1869 
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HM/73 Copy of letter from Harriet Martineau to Lady Belcher 

Further to her letter reference HM/72, Martineau 
states again her position with regards to detailing 
with the incorrect evidence about Captain Peter 
Heywood, and the appointment of Sir Francis 
Beaufort. 

Two copies of the same letter are enclosed.  

2 items 

Access: Open 

28 March 
1869 

HM/74 Copy of letter from Harriet Martineau to Charles D. 
Bell  

About rights of way on her property at Ambleside. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

21 
November 
1863 

HM/75 Autograph letter, signed from Charles D. Bell  

In reply to letter reference HM/74 about rights of 
way. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

23 
November 
1863 

HM/76 Autograph letter, signed from Thomas Bell  

Regarding the purchase of land, and the cottages.  
Ambleside is the address given.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

20 
September 
1851 

HM/77 Autograph letter, signed from Caroline Ashurst Biggs  

Concerning the differences between the London 
Committee and the National Society for Women's 
Suffrage Central Committee.  The letter refers to Mill 
and the 'CD Movement' and the 'CD Society' [It is 
probable this concerns the Contagious Diseases 
Act]. 

1 item 

[c 1870s] 
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Access: Open 

HM/78 Autograph letter, signed from Rev Edward Boden  

About Boden's criticism of Harriet Martineau in a 
speech he made at Clitheroe Mechanics' Institute 
about Martineau's reported use of the spelling of the 
word 'God' with a small 'g'.  Boden later apologised 
for the comment made as it was found to be untrue.  
Includes three newspaper cuttings. 

4 items 

Access: Open 

January 
1859 

HM/79 Autograph letter, signed from Charles Boner  

Praise of Harriet Martineau's work 'Biographical 
Sketches'; possible publication of Miss Mitford's 
letters.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

10 March 
1870 

HM/80 Autograph letter, signed from Eliza Bostock  

Discusses the death of Mrs [Elizabeth Jesser] Reid 
and states she will receive Martineau's books on 
behalf of the college in memory of Mrs Reid; talks of 
Mrs Reid's commitment to the abolition of slavery 
and the education of women; Harriet Martineau's 
nieces Jenny and Harriet.    

1 item 

Access: Open 

24 April 
1866 

HM/81-87 Correspondence concerning the Evans-Liggins 
author issue 

The letters in this section concern the identity of the 
true author of the books 'Adam Bede' and 'Clerical 
Scenes' ['Scenes of Clerical Life'].  Miss Mary Ann 
Evans, writing under the name George Eliot had 
written them, but Joseph Liggins claimed he had.  
Most of the letters are between Harriet Martineau 
and Charles Holte Bracebridge.  See also HM/350-
354.     

7 items 

1859 
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Access: Open 

HM/81 Autograph letter from Charles Holte Bracebridge to 
Harriet Martineau 

Explains reasons why Miss Evans [George Eliot] and 
Mr Lewes are believed to be the authors of 'Adam 
Bede' rather than Liggins; Miss Evans author of 
'Clerical Scenes'; whether the characters in 'Adam 
Bede', Dinah and Seth, may have been based on 
Eliot's aunt and uncle.   

1 item 

Access: Open 

27 October 
1859 

HM/82 Letter to [Harriet Martineau] from [Charles Holte 
Bracebridge] 

Discusses Miss Mary Ann [Evans], [George Eliot] 
and Lewes [George Henry Lewes]; Liggins; the book 
'Adam Bede'.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

27 October 
1859 

HM/83 Extract from a letter from Harriet Martineau to 
Bracebridge 

Concerns the Evans-Liggins matter [Miss Mary Ann 
Evans, George Eliot] concerning authorship; Mrs 
Gaskell view that the books were not written by 
Liggins; 'Clerical Scenes'; 'Adam Bede'; Martineau's 
view of Evans' explanation of her characters to prove 
she wrote 'Adam Bede'; discusses Evans' various 
use of names: Marian and Mrs Lewes.         

1 item 

Access: Open 

21 
November 
1859 

HM/84 Letter to Harriet Martineau from her cousin 

Discusses the letters between Martineau and 
Bracebridge concerning Miss Evans [George Eliot]; 
places in 'Clerical Scenes' which may help prove 
Evans/Eliot was the author; Martineau's 'Deerbrook'; 
'Seth Bede', publication about the Evans family. 

1 item 

29 
November 
[1859] 
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Access: Open 

HM/85 Autograph letter, signed to Harriet Martineau from 
[Charles Holte] Bracebridge  

Concerns the Evans-Liggins matter [George Eliot]; 
Mrs Gaskell; Lewes 

1 item 

Access: Open 

25 
December 
[1859] 

HM/86 Copy of part of a letter possibly from Harriet 
Martineau 

The letter is torn and missing two sections.  
Discusses the view of some that Liggins is the author 
of 'Clerical Scenes' and 'Adam Bede'; Mrs Gaskell; 
Miss Evans [George Eliot]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1859 

HM/87 Letter to Harriet Martineau, from [Charles Holte 
Bracebridge]  

Discusses the issue surrounding authorship of the 
books '[Adam] Bede' and 'Clerical Scenes' whether 
written by Miss Evans [George Eliot] or Liggins; 
Lewes; Samuel Evans connection to the character 
Seth [in 'Adam Bede'].  

1 item 

Access: Open 

[c 1859] 

HM/88 Manuscript note on Dr Reid by Dugald Stewart, n.d. 

Writes Reid 'has converted even the infirmities of 
age into a source of philosophical amusement'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[19th 
century] 

HM/89-109 Correspondence relating to Charlotte Bronte and her 
biographer Mrs Gaskell 

This series of letters mostly dated 1857 relates to 
discussions surrounding Elizabeth Gaskell's book, a 
biography called 'The Life of Charlotte Bronte' which 

1850-1857 
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was published in 1857. The 3rd edition withdrew 
some material and statements contained in the first 
two editions as there were many inaccuracies, 
including entries about Harriet Martineau. The 
correspondence in this series is mainly between 
Harriet Martineau; Elizabeth Gaskell; Charlotte 
Bronte's father, Patrick Bronte; and Charlotte's 
widowed husband, Arthur Bell Nicholls.       

   

Charlotte Bronte, (1816-1855) afterwards Nicholls, 
novelist and poet.  Elizabeth Cleghorn Gaskell, 
(1810-1865) nee Stevenson, novelist. 

23 items 

Access: Open 

HM/89 Copy letter from Harriet Martineau to [Patrick Bronte]  

Regarding Charlotte [Bronte] and the alleged written 
inaccuracies against Martineau in ; Mrs Gaskell; new 
edition of the 'Life'; Martineau's statement that she 
has never said ''there is no God''. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

5 
November 
1857 

HM/90 Autograph letter, signed from [Patrick] Bronte 

Regarding his daughter Charlotte [Bronte] and her 
alleged written inaccuracies against Martineau; 
reports how Charlotte spoke of Martineau with 
kindness; belief that Martineau's book on atheism 
made her many enemies. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

5 
November 
1857 

HM/91 Autograph letter, signed from [Arthur Bell] Nicholls 

Disputes the charge against his wife [Charlotte 
Bronte] made by Harriet Martineau; Mrs Gaskell; 
'Villette' [by Charlotte Bronte]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

6 
November 
1857 
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HM/92 Autograph letter, signed from [Mrs Elizabeth 
Cleghorn] Gaskell  

Concerns [Charlotte] Bronte and her husband [Arthur 
Bell] Nicholls; revisions for the 3rd edition [Elizabeth 
Gaskell's book 'The Life of Charlotte Bronte']; 
'Villette' [Charlotte Bronte's novel].   

1 item 

Access: Open 

9 
November 
[1857] 

HM/93 Autograph letter, signed from [Arthur Bell] Nicholls 

Includes a copy of a passage from one of Harriet 
Martineau's letters to [Charlotte] Bronte, which 
Nicholls claims shows his wife, Charlotte Bronte, was 
correct in her statement about Martineau. 

2 items 

Access: Open 

9 
November 
1857 

HM/94 Autograph letter, signed from Harriet Martineau to 
[Arthur Bell Nicholls] 

Discusses the issue of Harriet Martineau's letter to 
[Charlotte Bronte], and Harriet's wish for Mrs Gaskell 
to read her correspondence with Charlotte to 
discover the facts; Arthur Bell Nicholls having 
informed Mrs Gaskell that Charlotte Bronte's papers 
had been destroyed; Mrs Gaskells' 'Memoir'; 
Charlotte Bronte's alleged mistakes about Harriet 
Martineau and attempts by Charlotte's father and 
husband to support Charlotte's view; Mr Bronte's 
charge of Harriet's 'atheistic profession'; revisions for 
the 3rd edition [Elizabeth Gaskell's book 'The Life of 
Charlotte Bronte']. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

10 
November 
[1857] 

HM/95 Autograph letter, signed from [Arthur Bell] Nicholls 

Ongoing discussions regarding the Bronte and 
Martineau dispute; Nicholls claims he did not say to 
Mrs Gaskell he had destroyed [Charlotte Bronte's] 
papers, but rather entrusted papers to Gaskell.  

1 item 

11 
November 
1857 
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Access: Open 

HM/96 Autograph letter, signed from Patrick Bronte 

Regarding his daughter Charlotte [Bronte] and her 
alleged written inaccuracies against Martineau; 
writes due to Charlotte's death, he and Mr Nicholls 
are sensitive in regard to any 'misrepresentations 
bearing upon the character' of Charlotte; discusses 
the charge of 'Atheism' against Martineau made by 
Patrick Bronte; asks Martineau to do his daughter 
justice when writing or speaking of her.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

11 
November 
1857 

HM/97 Autograph letter, signed from Greenwood to Rev 
[Arthur Bell] Nicholls  

Discusses Harriet Martineau's correspondence with 
Mrs Nicholls [Charlotte Bronte] and resulting alleged 
misunderstanding regarding religious beliefs and 
God; Greenwood's view of the situation. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

12 
November 
1857 

HM/98 Autograph letter, signed from Harriet Martineau to 
[Arthur Bell Nicholls and Patrick Bronte] 

Handwritten note on the back of the letter states the 
letter is from Harriet Martineau to [Arthur Bell] 
Nicholls and [Patrick] Bronte, but the letter is 
addressed simply as 'Sir'. Martineau discusses the 
destruction, or not, of Charlotte Bronte's letters, 
[which suggests this letter could be a reply to Arthur 
Bell Nicholls, see HM/95].  Martineau asks to have 
the letters back that she wrote to Charlotte; 
discusses copyright of letters and ownership issues; 
'Villette' [Charlotte's novel]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

13 
November 
1857 

HM/99 Copy of letter signed from Harriet Martineau to 
[Patrick] Bronte 

Regards information in the publication 'The Life' 
[Elizabeth Gaskell's book 'The Life of Charlotte 

13 
November 
1857 
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Bronte'] that Martineau claims is inaccurate about 
her; Atkinson letters; Martineau writes of her illness, 
an enlargement of the heart. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/100 Autograph letter, signed from [Arthur Bell] Nicholls 

Regards Harriet Martineau's letters to his wife 
[Charlotte Bronte] and the resulting 
misunderstanding; mentions Mr Greenwood's letters.   

1 item 

Access: Open 

14 
November 
1857 

HM/101 Copy of Autograph letter, signed from Harriet 
Martineau to [Arthur Bell] Nicholls  

Martineau's views on publishing private 
correspondence; states that all her papers up to 
1855 are in America with a friend for use when 
writing Martineau's autobiography so may take a 
month to retrieve [Charlotte Bronte's] letter; letters to 
Smith and Elder. 

[List of Martineau's files of papers and letters 
entrusted to [Maria Weston] Chapman in 1855 is 
held at reference: HM/241a].  

1 item 

Access: Open 

15 
November 
1857 

HM/102 Autograph letter, signed from [Mrs Elizabeth 
Cleghorn] Gaskell 

Writes how she is in despair as people are saying 
''such bitter and hard things'' about her; Captain Hill 
leaving for India; discusses restricting her child to a 
vegetable diet until six years old; list of omissions 
sent by Mr Nicholls; 3rd edition [Elizabeth Gaskell's 
book 'The Life of Charlotte Bronte]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[1857] 

HM/103 Copy of letter C. Bronte sent to Harriet Martineau [19th 
century] 
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Comments on a passage in a letter from Harriet 
Martineau; discusses love and feelings of love. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/104 Autograph letter, signed from [Mrs Elizabeth 
Cleghorn] Gaskell 

Reports on letter received from Mr Nicholes (sic) 
[Arthur Bell Nicholls] accusing Gaskell of stating 
falsely to Harriet Martineau that he had destroyed his 
wife's papers when in fact he had not destroyed 
them all. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

24 
November 
[1857] 

HM/105 Autograph letter from [Harriet] Martineau to [Arthur 
Bell Nicholls] 

Refers to a letter written to Mrs [Elizabeth Cleghorn] 
Gaskell; how Martineau will be sorry if people notice 
the numerous inaccuracies she has found about 
herself and her friends in Gaskell's statements; 
thinks the corrections made in Gaskell's 3rd edition 
[The Life of Charlotte Bronte] should be suffice; 
reported reaction in the 'Daily News' by Mr Bronte to 
Gaskell's work.      

1 item 

Access: Open 

[1857] 

HM/106 'Sketches From Life', by Harriet Martineau 

Two printed pages from 'The Leader' dated 7 
December 1850 and 1 March 1851. Contains part 
three of 'Sketches From Life': 'The maid servant', 
and part seven: 'The farm-labourer. The son'.   

[It is unclear why this was originally added to the 
section about Charlotte Bronte]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1850-1851 

HM/107 Newscutting from the Daily News, 'Mrs Gaskell and c 1855-
1857 
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the Rev Patrick Bronte' 

Letter written by [Harriet] Martineau, discusses the 
mistakes in Gaskell's book, 'The Life of Charlotte 
Bronte' and how it has affected Charlotte's father, 
Patrick Bronte.  

Also includes a newspaper notice from [Harriet] 
Martineau to Mr Bronte [Arthur Bell Nicholls] offering 
her respects following the loss of his wife, [Charlotte 
Bronte], and paying tribute to her. 

2 items 

Access: Open 

HM/108 Newscutting of Harriet Martineau's letter to the editor 
of the Daily News  

Headed 'Mrs Gaskell's memoirs of Miss Bronte', and 
regards Gaskell's biography [The Life of Charlotte 
Bronte].  

1 item 

Access: Open 

August [c 
1857] 

HM/109 Newscutting from The Times, regarding Mrs 
Gaskell's book 'The Life of Charlotte Bronte' 

Letter to the editor offering an apology from Mrs 
Gaskell's solicitors for an inaccuracy made in 
Gaskell's book about a widowed lady and the late 
Branwell Bronte.  A reply is given from the lady's 
solicitor stating she accepts the apology. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1857 

HM/110 Autograph letter, signed from [William] Murray 
Brookes  

Offer to index Martineau's book 'Eastern Life Present 
and Past'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

6 February 
1863 

HM/111 Autograph letter from Lord [Henry Peter] Brougham, 17 
November 
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[1st Baron Brougham and Vaux]  

Discusses the abolition of slavery. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1858 

HM/112 Autograph letter from [Henry Peter] Brougham, [1st 
Baron Brougham and Vaux]  

Discusses American slavery; Clarkson and the 
abolition question. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

25 
November 
1858 

HM/113 Autograph letter, signed from Helen Brown  

Discusses Martineau's health; Spring and Samuel 
and other family news from Edinburgh. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

23 
December 
1866 

HM/114 Autograph letter, signed from Helen Brown  

Also referred to as Mrs Samuel Brown.  Thanks 
Martineau for her advice and interest; Edinburgh; 
medicines, spiritualism; Martineau's health, family 
matters. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

13 May 
1857 

HM/115 Autograph letter, signed from Isabella Spring Brown, 
daughter of [Helen Brown]  

Discusses her schooling; Samuel.  Written on 
Christmas headed notepaper, n.d. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[19th 
century] 

HM/116 Autograph letter, signed from H. A. Bruce  

Discusses the Napier portrait; compliments Harriet 
Martineau's writings; Sir [William Francis Patrick] 

21 March 
1862 
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Napier. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/117 Autograph letter, signed from A. Buchheim  

About translating some of Harriet Martineau's 
historical work which first appeared in the 'Daily 
News', and has offered a German version of 
Martineau's work to a publisher; writes Martineau 
enjoys a reputation in 'the literary world of Germany'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

31 October 
1857 

HM/118-
120 

Autograph letters signed from [Josephine Elizabeth] 
Butler 

In her letters to Harriet Martineau, Josephine Butler 
discusses her work and views on numerous issues, 
including the Contagious Diseases Acts.  She writes 
about her family life and how importantly she values 
Martineau's friendship.  Two letters are dated 1872, 
the third is not dated but evidence within the letter 
suggests it was written after 1870. 

Administrative history: Josephine Elizabeth Butler, 
nee Grey (13 April 1828-30 December 1906) was 
born to a prosperous and progressive Northumbrian 
family, whose high social standing, religious activities 
and wide intellectual contacts formed the 
background to a life of campaigning for the treatment 
of men and women as individuals equally deserving 
of respect, and bound by the same moral standards. 
The feminist concerns and devout Christianity which 
she shared with her husband, the Rev George 
Butler, informed both her work in support of the 
higher education of women, and her leadership of 
the campaign for the repeal of the Contagious 
Diseases Acts (1864-1869) in Britain and its 
colonies. After the repeal of the Acts in April 1886, 
she continued her opposition to the official regulation 
of prostitution in Europe and America through her 
leading role in the International Federation for the 
Abolition of State Regulation of Vice (founded 1875).  
Information taken from The University of Liverpool, 
Special Collections, where the Josephine Butler 
collection is held. 

1870s 
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http://sca.lib.liv.ac.uk/collections/colldescs/butler.html 

3 items 

Access: Open 

HM/118 Letter from [Josephine Elizabeth] Butler 

Discusses family news and her travels abroad; ill 
health of her son Stanley due to smallpox and 
Butler's ill health having congestion of the brain; 
Frank Martineau; attended two meetings in 
Birmingham; Mr Stansfeld stay with the Butler's and 
his view of the situation in the cabinet and 
parliament; our 'special cause'; Jenny's serious 
illness; describes reading Martineau's former letter 
concerning Forster's Education Bill, which Butler 
states 'reads like a prophecy fulfilled' [Forster's 1870 
Education Act].  Letter dated 21 December but no 
year is given, but it is assumed to date after 1870. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[c 1870s] 

HM/119 Letter from [Josephine Elizabeth] Butler 

Discusses Butler's public work; the improvement in 
Jenny's illness; praise of Martineau's nephew for his 
work; offers Martineau an apology for the Social 
Science Congress committee having added her 
name to the list of the executive committee without 
consultation; new electoral agencies given hope to 
the work of the committee; entertaining 'the great 
Gladstone' [William Gladstone], and Butler's 
thoughts about him. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

22 
December 
1872 

HM/120 Letter from [Josephine Elizabeth] Butler  

Thanks Martineau for the gift of an ottoman; 
friendship; and comments on Bruce's Bill [regarding 
the workings of the Contagious Diseases Acts]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

March 
1872 

HM/121- Correspondence relating to an article on Lady Byron 1860 
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131 by Harriet Martineau 

Most of the letters in this section are from people 
who knew Lady Byron, and who are providing 
information about her and her life to help Harriet 
Martineau write her memoir on Lady Byron. 

Administrative history: Anne Isabella, Lady Noel 
Byron (17 May 1792-16 May 1860), in her own right 
Baroness Wentworth, was the daughter of Sir Ralph 
(1747-1825) and Judith (d 1822) Milbanke (later 
Noel), and the wife of George Gordon Byron, 6th 
Baron Byron (1788-1824), the poet. 

11 items 

Access: Open 

HM/121 Autograph letter, signed from Mary Carpenter 

Writes she can not supply Martineau with the 
information required regarding Lady Noel Byron as 
she is not one of the executors but only a trustees of 
her papers, but hopes Martineau can obtain material 
to be able to present to the public some idea as to 
the 'good and noble woman she was'; Red Lodge, 
purchased for the establishment of a girls 
reformatory; letters to the 'Daily News'. 

Administrative history: Lady Byron shared with Mary 
Carpenter (1807–1877, educationist and penal 
reformer), the belief that society should undertake 
the education and care of orphans. In 1852 she 
bought Red Lodge in Bristol, which Mary Carpenter 
administered as a reformatory for girls. Source: 
Oxford DND 

1 item 

Access: Open 

2 October 
1860 

HM/122 Autograph letter, signed from E. Rathbone 

Sates she has little information about Lady Byron to 
give Martineau but says she will recall all she can; 
refers to people who have been close to Lady Byron: 
Mr Carter Noel, Major Noel and his wife, Mrs Noel, 
Emily Taylor, Miss Montgomery living at Hampstead, 
Lady King; writes how Lady Byron assisted in the 
establishment of a 'Domestic Missionary', a Loan 
Society and allotment gardens; assistance during the 

26 October 
1860 
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time of the famine in Ireland; family news. 

Administrative history: Elizabeth Rathbone knew 
Lady Byron, so it is probable this letter is from her, 
although the letter itself is signed only E. Rathbone.  
Greenbank.        

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/123 Autograph letter, signed from E. Rathbone 

Thanks Martineau for her papers; writes that she 
never thought of [Lady Byron] as a woman of genius 
but was struck by her clear ability to express herself; 
describes how she viewed Lady Byron; the memoir.     

Administrative history: Elizabeth Rathbone knew 
Lady Byron, so it is probable this letter is from her, 
although the letter itself is signed only E. Rathbone.  
Greenbank.     

1 item 

Access: Open 

3 
November 
1860 

HM/124 Autograph letter, signed from Mary Arnold 

Writes it would be good to hear Mrs Stowe's own 
ideas as to the steps she has taken [regarding 
Byron].    

1 item 

Access: Open 

[1860] 

HM/125 Autograph letter, signed from C. N. Astle  

Concerns Ealing Grove School [in Middlesex, 
founded by Lady Byron]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

13 
November 
1860 

HM/126 Autograph letter, signed from [Charles] Follen  

Writes he has discussed with Mr Fields payment for 
the [Byron] article, and he has authorised the offer of 
£2 per page. 

14 
November 
1860 
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1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/127 Autograph letter, signed from [Helen] Martineau 

Reports on a letter from Lady A King expressing her 
dislike to anything being done; fear of 'other false 
statements'; the 'excellent works' of Lady [Byron] are 
public; believes there might be facts Harriet 
Martineau might not be able to get at; Lady A King's 
father detested for his pride; news of friends. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

27 
November 
1860 

HM/128 Autograph letter, signed from [Elizabeth Jesser] Reid 

Enquires whether Martineau's memoir is 'given up'; 
Julia Smith; Lady [Byron]; Miss Cobbe, her book, her 
work at Bristol with Mary Carpenter and the Elliot 
family; feelings on being a 'Dissenter'.          

1 item 

Access: Open 

27 
November 
[1860] 

HM/129 Letter from [Elizabeth Jesser] Reid 

Writes how she is collecting 'good information' for 
Martineau; discusses Ann Frances Jones, Julia 
Smith and their connect with Lady [Byron]; gives 
names of other people who might have information 
on Lady Byron; Major Noel and his brother Charles 
Noel. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[1860] 

HM/130 Detailed account of the Industrial and Reformatory 
schools set up by Lady Byron  

Describes how in 1834 Lady Byron established one 
of the first, if not the first, Industrial School in 
England: Ealing Grove School, Middlesex.  
Describes the background to setting up the school, 
costs involved, headmasters employed; scholars; 
cost for boarders; work in the gardens; visits by the 
nobility and the Poor Law Commissioners to see how 
the school operated.  The school closed in 1852 due 

[c 
November 
1860] 



Harriet Martineau Papers 

 

38 
© Cadbury Research Library: Special Collections, University of Birmingham 

 

to the landlord requiring the land back for building 
purposes. 

In 1840 a boys school was opened on Lady Byron's 
properly at Newbold, Verdon, Leicestershire. How 
Lady Byron assisted with feeding pupils when a 
depression hit the local stocking weavers; costs 
involved. 

Infants and girls school established at Kirkby Mallory 
[Leicestershire] in one of Lady Byron's cottages. 

In 1841 Lady Byron built a school room on her 
property at Solihull, which opened in the summer of 
1842.  Brief details of land, staff and pupils given. 

1846 Lady Byron erected an Iron School room on 
property near Hinkley, Leicestershire. 

Costs of running the schools; costs to help pupils 
train as headmasters at the Battersea Training 
College; improved character of the boys attending 
Grove School. 

It is thought the information was provided by C. N. 
Astle.       

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/131 Manuscript extract from the article [by Harriet 
Martineau] on Lady Byron, published for the Atlantic 
Monthly 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[c 1860] 

HM/132-
162 

Correspondence relating to an article on Lady Byron 
by Mrs Harriet Beecher Stowe 

Letters in this section relate to the aftermath of Mrs 
Harriet Beecher Stowe's notorious 1869 exposé 
printed in the 'Atlantic': 'The True Story of Lady 
Byron's Life'.  Her article has been described as 'the 
most sensational magazine article of the nineteenth 
century' and it certainly caused a great deal of 
controversy at the time. 

Stowe's article proclaimed the long-whispered 
rumour that Lord Byron had carried on an incestuous 

1869 
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affair with his half-sister and that they had a 
daughter together.  Stowe was moved to write the 
article after striking up a friendship with Annabella 
Milbanke (Lady Byron), Byron's wife. While Lady 
Byron was on her deathbed, she had called Stowe to 
her country estate.  It was then that Stowe claimed 
she heard Lady Byron's side of the tumultuous 
marriage, and the secret adulterous relations Lord 
Byron had with his half-sister. 

Stowe's nominal aim in writing 'The True Story of 
Lady Byron's Life' was the defence of Lady Byron 
against criticism levied against her in the British and 
American press both before and after her death in 
1860.  It has also been suggested that wider issues 
concerned with women's rights and the institution of 
slavery may have played a part in Stowe's decision 
to write such an expose. 

Once the article had been published, the demand for 
proof of Stowe's claims grew and there are a number 
of letters in this section which mention the Trustees 
of Lady Byron's papers, and Dr Lushington, who had 
previously acted as Lady Byron's counsel/legal 
advisor.          

Harriet Beecher Stowe suffered great personal and 
professional backlash after the publication of the 
article, but she continued advocating on behalf of 
Lady Byron, and also attempted to repair her own 
reputation by publishing the following year (1870) in 
a subsequent, stand-alone treatment titled 'Lady 
Byron Vindicated'. 

There are numerous letters between Harriet 
Martineau and Maria Weston Chapman, (1806-1885) 
nee Weston, American Reformer and Abolitionist.  
Although the issues surrounding Lady Byron and 
Mrs Stowe are the main focus of these letters, the 
issue of slavery in America is also discussed. 

38 items 

Access: Open 

HM/132 Autograph letter, signed from [John Richard] 
Robinson 

Regards [Harriet Beecher] Stowe's article on Lady 
Byron. 

[1869] 
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[Author later becoming Sir John Richard Robinson]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/120a News cuttings regarding Mrs Stowe's article and the 
Byron 'scandal' 

Concerns an article written by Mrs Stowe relating to 
Lord and Lady Byron's conjugal differences.  One is 
from Wentworth, 7 September 1869 which mentions 
Lady Anne Blunt [granddaughter of Lady Byron].  
The other reports details from Mrs [Harriet Beecher] 
Stowe.  Also includes two envelopes. 

4 items 

Access: Open 

1869 

HM/133 Autograph letter, signed from J. Arnold. 

Hopes Martineau was not tired by the Stanley's visit; 
Lady Auguste; the Dean's opinion of Mrs [Harriet 
Beecher] Stowe.   

1 item 

Access: Open 

[1869] 

HM/134 Copy of letter from [Harriet Beecher] Stowe 

Writes about Lady Byron; ask Martineau for help in 
persuading Lady Byron's family to publish Lady 
Byron's memoirs and letters; writes 'they can publish 
them or leave Lady Byron to lie slandered'.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

[1869] 

HM/135 Autograph letter, signed from Mary L. Elgin [Lady 
Mary Louisa Bruce Countess of Elgin and 
Kincardine] 

Discussion concerning letters; and letters to [? Lady] 
Augusta. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[1869] 
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HM/136 Autograph letter, signed from [Maria Weston 
Chapman]  

Discusses [Harriet Beecher] Stowe's article on Lady 
Byron; likes the article as a vindication of Lady Byron 
but wishes Mrs Stowe had made greater use of 
documents in Lady Byron's handwriting; wild flowers; 
family news; the Labour question, miners and the 
issue of foreign coal, strikes; miners wages; female 
suffrage; Mrs Hooker, Mrs Stowe's reported half-
sister. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

23 August 
1869 

HM/137 Autograph letter, signed from [Maria Weston 
Chapman]  

Discusses the reactions to [Mrs Harriet Beecher] 
Stowe's article [on Lady Byron]; hopes if Dr 
Lushington has proof [regarding the Byron's issue] 
'he will not see any reason to withhold it'; the Labour 
question, miners, shoe-makers, cooperation 
amongst the Labourers, strikes; family news; female 
suffrage. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

Physical description: A small section of the letter has 
had certain words cut from the pages. 

30 August 
1869 

HM/138 Autograph letter, signed from [James] Sinclair 

Writes of Mrs [Harriet] Beecher Stowe's article on 
Lady Byron and Lord Byron.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

2 
September 
1869 

HM/139 Copy of letter from Harriet Martineau to [James] 
Sinclair 

A reply to Sinclair's letter (reference HM/138) 
defending Lady Byron, and Mrs [Harriet Beecher] 
Stowe's article on Lady Byron.   

1 item 

4 
September 
1869 
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Access: Open 

HM/140 Autograph letter, signed from [Maria Weston 
Chapman] 

Discusses the Stowe-Byron affair [Mrs Harriet 
Beecher Stowe's article on Lady Byron]; Dr 
Lushington's letter about Stowe and her article; the 
situation regarding 'the coal question', rights 
demanded by foreign shoe-makers, wages, and how 
the democratic party is responding to these issues; 
severe drought; Edmund Quincy and abolition of 
slavery; Jane Stuart Wolsey. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

6 
September 
1869 

HM/141 Autograph letter, signed from [John Richard] 
Robinson 

Letter on headed notepaper 'Daily News Office, 
London'.  Concerns Mrs [Harriet Beecher] Stowe and 
her article on Lady Byron; Lord Lovelace.  

[Author later becoming Sir John Richard Robinson]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

September 
[1869] 

HM/142 Autograph letter, signed from [Maria Weston 
Chapman] 

Writes she has had a letter from Mrs [Harriet 
Beecher] Stowe; reasons why Lady Byron might 
have chosen Stowe to reveal information to; Lady 
Byron and her grandchildren and the effect of the 
case on their lineage; Dr Lushington's legal view as 
the family lawyer, and his reaction to Stowe's claims; 
reactions in the newspapers in the UK and America 
to Stowe's article. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

10 
September 
1869 

HM/143 Autograph letter, signed from [John Richard] 
Robinson 

Letter on headed notepaper 'Daily News Office, 
London'. Does not think Mrs [Harriet Beecher] Stowe 

11 
September 
1869 
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will have been misled by the 'mistake'; Howitt; 
Arnold's letters.    

[Author later becoming Sir John Richard Robinson]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/144 Autograph letter, signed from [Thomas] Walker [of 
the Daily News] 

Discusses the [Lady] Byron and Mrs [Harriet 
Beecher] Stowe issue.    

1 item 

Access: Open 

13 
September 
1869 

HM/145 Autograph letter, signed from Mary [Louise] Elgin, 
[Lady Elgin and of Kincardine] 

Written from Broomhall; discusses a family holiday in 
the Highlands; time spent looking at the proof sheets 
of 'The Memoir' with Lady Augusta Stanley and the 
Dean [Arthur Stanley]; Lady Byron and Mrs [Harriet 
Beecher] Stowe. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

15 
September 
1869 

HM/146 Autograph letter, signed from [Maria Weston 
Chapman] 

Writes about Dr Lushington; discussions surrounding 
[Lady Byron] and Mrs [Harriet Beecher] Stowe; Lord 
Byron's grandchildren; Lord Cockburn's 'Memoirs of 
his time'; 'Cooperative housekeeping in Cambridge' 
and the changes in young American women 
regarding views of the cooperative rank of the 
factory and the family as spheres of labour. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

19 
September 
1869 

HM/147 Autograph letter, signed from [John Richard] 
Robinson 

Letter on headed notepaper 'Daily News Office, 
London'. Mentions Dr Lushington; Mrs [Harriet 

22 
September 
[1869] 
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Beecher] Stowe; 'Biographical Sketches'. 

[Author later becoming Sir John Richard Robinson].  

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/148 Letter from Harriet Martineau to Mrs [Maria Weston] 
Chapman 

Writing in detail to reply to Chapman's notification of 
Mrs Stowe's wish that Harriet Martineau 'should stir 
up Lady Byron's grandchildren to issue a memoir of 
her', Martineau writes she will 'gladly aid or gratify in 
any way one who is suffering under the 
consequences of an act which she believes to be an 
act of duty', but explains why she believes Mrs 
Stowe's suggestion is 'wholly impracticable'; views of 
the Byron Stowe case [in America]; Martineau's 
thoughts on Lord Wentworth and Lady Annabella 
Blunt; Lady Byron's will and her Trustees. 

There are two copies of Martineau's letter, but they 
are the same.  

2 items 

Access: Open 

26 
September 
1869 

HM/149 Autograph letter, signed from [Maria Weston] 
Chapman 

Discusses having received a letter from Charles 
Follen; issues surrounding [Lady Byron] and Mrs 
[Harriet Beecher] Stowe; family news. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

26 
September 
1869 

HM/150 Autograph letter from [Ellen Higginson, nee 
Martineau]  

Discusses Lady Byron; news of family and friends.   

Also includes a letter signed from H. E. Higginson, 
not dated. Mentions Miss Marsden enquiring 
whether 'Aunt H' would select and edit letters from 
Lady Byron for publication with the aim of 'showing 
more of her character and mind and thence the 

28 
September 
[1869] 
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probable reliability of her statement'. 

2 items 

Access: Open 

HM/151 Autograph letter, signed from Mary [Louise] Elgin, 
[Lady Elgin and of Kincardine] 

Written from Broomhall; Byron-Stowe situation and 
the effect on Lady Byron's grandchildren.   

1 item 

Access: Open 

2 October 
1869 

HM/152 Copy of letter from [Harriet Beecher] Stowe to Maria 
Weston Chapman 

Stowe asks Chapman if she will send her a letter 
now and then to 'keep up my courage in face of this 
universal torrent of abuse'; Stowe's husband 
screening news articles; wishes Chapman to thank 
Harriet Martineau for her expression of sympathy; 
reaction of Lord Wentworth; the Wentworth's and the 
location of the documents; the documents in 
question being Lady Byron's own statement and 
copy of the last letter to Lord Byron that contained 
the conditions of the separation, a letter from Lord 
Byron to Lady Byron filled with curses on her and her 
child, and a further letter from Lord to Lady Byron 
ordering her to leave the house; Stowe believes 
there are other documents which will provide positive 
evidence to help prove Lady Byron's claims; Stowe 
stated she advised Lady Byron not to publish until 
after her death, and Lady Byron took her advice and 
had left documents with her Trustees to publish as 
her Memoirs, however the Trustees later decided not 
to publish and kept Stowe's letters along with Lady 
Byron's. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

10 October 
1869 

HM/153 Autograph letter, signed from [Maria Weston] 
Chapman  

Discusses at length Mrs [Harriet Beecher] Stowe and 
the issues surrounding Lady Byron; Charles Follen; 
Lord Byron and Mrs Leigh; explores why different 

11 October 
1869 
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people have different views on the situation.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/154 Autograph letter from [Maria Weston Chapman] 

Discusses Mrs [Harriet Beecher] Stowe, money and 
the issues surrounding Lady Byron.  Mentions the 
letter sent from [Harriet Beecher] Stowe to Chapman 
(this letter is referenced HM/155). 

Part of the letter, page 3, is a copy of a letter from 
[Harriet Beecher] Stowe. It is possible this page has 
been put in the wrong place and is instead the 
missing page 3 of letter HM/155. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

14 October 
1869 

HM/155 Copy of letter from [Harriet Beecher] Stowe to Mrs 
[Maria Weston] Chapman 

Stowe's letter copied for Harriet Martineau by 
Chapman.  Discusses Stowe's article and the 
question of money, and the issues surrounding Lady 
Byron; investment in an industrial school for 
freedmen in Florida [for newly emancipated slaves], 
and describes how the schoolhouse is being built by 
the Freemen's Bureau; conduct of Lady Byron's 
grandchildren and her Trustees; attacks on Lady 
Byron's memory; the Blackwood's endorsement of 
the Guiccioli book; Lady Byron felt 'it was her 
duty...to make known all these facts before she died', 
but Stowe advised Lady Byron that things be known 
after her death; friendship and love between Stowe 
and Lady Byron. 

The end of the letter is from [Maria Weston] 
Chapman to Harriet Martineau.   

It is possible that the missing page 3 of this letter is 
the page 3 filed with letter HM/154.         

1 item 

Access: Open 

14 October 
1869 

HM/156 Autograph letter, signed from Autograph letter, 18 October 
[1869] 
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signed from [John Richard] Robinson 

Letter on headed notepaper 'Daily News Office, 
London'. Concerns Mrs [Harriet Beecher] Stowe; 
Walker and the editorship of the Daily News.  

[Author later becoming Sir John Richard Robinson]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/157 Autograph letter, signed from [Maria Weston] 
Chapman 

Discusses the earthquake [in America]; 'gold panic' 
in [New York]; Mrs [Harriet Beecher] Stowe; 
discussion on how Lady Byron is being viewed; 
Byron's grandchildren; Hickson Field Junior; news 
from family and friends.       

1 item 

Access: Open 

25 October 
1869 

HM/158 Autograph letter from [Maria Weston Chapman] 

Writes of the 'Woman question', the 'Cooperative 
housekeeping', Cambridge, Mrs Peirce, the starting 
up of a women's parliament; Mrs [Harriet Beecher] 
Stowe; Lucy Stone's husband, Henry Blackwell; 
women's suffrage; Lord and Lady Byron. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1 
November 
1869 

HM/159 Autograph letter, signed from [John Richard] 
Robinson  

Letter on headed notepaper 'Daily News Office, 
London'.  Informs Harriet Martineau her name has 
been used in the American papers as guaranteeing 
substantially the truth of Mrs [Harriet Beecher] 
Stowe's story, but he has 'contradicted it at once' as 
wanted to get Martineau 'free from association with 
Mrs Stowe'; discusses his opinions on Lord Byron 
and Mrs Stowe; article in the 'Quarterly. 

       

5 
November 
1869 
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Handwritten copy of the letter also included. 

[Author later becoming Sir John Richard Robinson]. 

2 items 

Access: Open 

HM/160 Autograph letter from [Maria Weston Chapman] 

Discusses Mrs [Harriet Beecher] Stowe; Lord and 
Lady Byron; Lyman; [Dr] Lushington; publication of 
Lady Byron's letters; the women's parliament 
scheme; anti-slavery campaign.      

1 item 

Access: Open 

9 
November 
1869 

HM/161 Autograph letter, signed from M. L. Elgin [Lady Mary 
Louisa Bruce Countess of Elgin and Kincardine] 

Writes of her visit with relatives to East Lothian; Mrs 
[Harriet Beecher] Stowe's 'horrible accusation'; Lady 
Byron; the effect of Stowe's account on Byron's 
grandchildren; article in the 'Quarterly';    

1 item 

Access: Open 

10 
November 
1869 

HM/162 Autograph letter, signed from [John Richard] 
Robinson  

Letter on headed notepaper 'Daily News Office, 
London'. Mentions Macmillan reprinting the 
sketches; corrections. 

[Author later becoming Sir John Richard Robinson]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

16 
November 
1869 

HM/163 Autograph letter signed from Felix Carter ?  

About copyright and ownership of letters. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

20 April 
1861 
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HM/164 Autograph letter signed from Felix Carter ?  

About copyright and ownership of letters. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

20 April 
1868 

HM/165 Autograph letter, signed from [John Elliot] Cairnes 

Letter thought to be to R. Webb, the Daily News.  
Regards articles in the Daily News about slavery, 
and the slave trade in America. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

30 January 
1862 

HM/166 Autograph letter, signed from Norah D. Webb  

Discusses relations between American and the 
United Kingdom; Ireland. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

16 March 
1856 

HM/167 Autograph letter, signed from [John Elliot] Cairnes 

Thanks Martineau for her letter and comments that 
their views are very similar [on slavery]; America; the 
Daily News; Mr Anderson and his detour to Galway. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

9 June 
1862 

HM/168 Autograph letter, signed from [John Elliot] Cairnes 

Asks if Harriet Martineau could publish part of a letter 
he received in the Daily News; article in the New 
York Tribune [an American newspaper]; Cairnes' 
book. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

26 August 
1862 

HM/169-
175 

Autograph letters from [George William Frederick 
Howard, 7th Earl of Carlisle] 

Brief letters which mentions the Anti-Slavery League, 

1855-c 
1858 
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and the Anti-Slavery Society.   

Administrative history: George William Frederick 
Howard, 7th Earl of Carlisle was born on 18 April 
1802 at Hill Street, Berkeley Square, London.  He 
was the son of George Howard, 6th Earl of Carlisle 
and Lady Georgiana Dorothy Cavendish.  He died 
on 5 December 1864 at age 62 at Castle Howard, 
Castle Howard, Yorkshire, unmarried. 

He was educated between 1813 and 1818 at Eton 
College, Windsor, Berkshire, and graduated from 
Christ Church, Oxford University, Oxford, in 1823 
with a Bachelor of Arts (B.A.). He held the office of 
Member of Parliament (MP) (Whig) for Morpeth 
between 1826 and 1830.  He held the office of 
Member of Parliament (MP) (Whig) for Yorkshire 
between 1830 and 1832. He held the office of 
Member of Parliament (MP) (Whig) for the West 
Riding of Yorkshire between 1832 and 1841.  He 
held the office of Chief Secretary for Ireland between 
1835 and 1841.  He was invested as a Privy 
Counsellor (P.C.) on 20 May 1835.  He was invested 
as a Privy Counsellor (P.C.) [Ireland] on 30 
September 1835.  He held the office of Member of 
Parliament (M.P.) (Whig) for the West Riding of 
Yorkshire between 1846 and 1848.  He held the 
office of Chief Commissioner of Woods and Forests 
between 1846 and 1850.  He succeeded to the title 
of 7th Earl of Carlisle [E., 1661] on 7 October 1848.  
He held the office of Chancellor of the Duchy of 
Lancaster between 1850 and 1852.  He wrote the 
book A Diary in Greek and Turkish Waters, 
published 1853.  He was Lord Rector between 1853 
and 1854 at Marischal College, Aberdeen, 
Aberdeenshire, Scotland.  He was invested as a 
Knight, Order of the Garter (K.G.) on 7 February 
1855.  He held the office of Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland between 28 February 1855 and 12 March 
1858.  He held the office of Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland between 18 June 1859 and October 1864.  
He was a statesman, orator and writer. 

Information taken from 'The Peerage' website: 
http://thepeerage.com/p1151.htm (correct March 
2013). 

7 items 

Access: Open 
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HM/169 Autograph letter from Carlisle [George William 
Frederick Howard, 7th Earl of Carlisle] 

Concerns Harriet Martineau's health. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

12 
December 
1855 

HM/170 Autograph letter from Carlisle [George William 
Frederick Howard, 7th Earl of Carlisle] 

Thanks Martineau for her letter; Martineau's Dublin 
correspondent.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

2 January 
1856 

HM/171 Autograph letter from Carlisle [George William 
Frederick Howard, 7th Earl of Carlisle] 

Mrs Chapman's letter; account of a meeting; writes 
Martineau must live 'till slavery is at an end'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

30 
December 
1858 

HM/172 Autograph letter from Carlisle [George William 
Frederick Howard, 7th Earl of Carlisle] 

Mentions the Irish Game Bill. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

23 
February 
[1858] 

HM/173 Autograph letter from Carlisle [George William 
Frederick Howard, 7th Earl of Carlisle] 

Letter dated 3 October, but no year given.  Mentions 
£10 given by Carlisle anonymously. [This money 
may relate to a subscription to the Anti-Slavery 
League mentioned in letter reference HM/174]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[mid 19th 
century] 

HM/174 Autograph letter from Carlisle [George William [mid 19th 
century] 
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Frederick Howard, 7th Earl of Carlisle] 

Letter dated 1 November, but no year given.  Money 
for the Anti-Slavery League. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/175 Autograph letter from Carlisle [George William 
Frederick Howard, 7th Earl of Carlisle] 

Letter dated 4 December, but no year given. 
Mentions due to attend meeting of the Leeds Young 
Men Anti-Slavery Society and asks Martineau if there 
is anything that would be useful to say.   

1 item 

Access: Open 

[mid 19th 
century] 

HM/176 Autograph letter, signed from Julie Carter  

Letter addressed to Jane, Harriet Martineau's niece.  
Dated 20 April, but no year given.  Concerns letters 
of Carter's father. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[19th 
century] 

HM/177 Autograph letter, signed from J. Hilary Bonham 
Carter  

Discusses Florence Nightingale and the new Army 
Medical Warrant; comment made in an American 
paper 'Northerner' that they are more advanced in 
hygiene management of their troops, although 
Bonham Carter comments the mortality rate in the 
North American army is 'seven times the mortality in 
our army during the China expedition'; anti-slavery 
views.   

Includes the envelope which states 'Bonham Carter, 
War Office, Feb[urar]y 10/62'  

2 items 

Access: Open 

8 February 
1862 

HM/178 Autograph letter, signed from J. Hilary Bonham February 
[1862] 
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Carter 

Thanks Martineau for offering to express and write 
about future ideas or facts Florence [Nightingale] 
may have; Florence's hospital and extended work; L. 
Napoleon; Baron Brunow, representative for Russia.      

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/179-
180 

Correspondence with Simon Cameron 

Cameron was the American Secretary of War, 1861-
1862. 

2 items 

Access: Open 

1861-1862 

HM/179 Copy of Autograph letter, from Harriet Martineau  

Part of the recipient's name is missing, but it is 
thought to be addressed to Simon Cameron.  

Mentions Lord Herbert, former War Secretary, his 
efforts to improve the health and morality of the 
British Army, and his assistant in the work, [Florence] 
Nightingale; states Herbert and Nightingale's work 
has reduced mortality to a seventh of what it was; 
Harriet Martineau's 'England and her Soldiers'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

Physical description: Part of each page is missing, 
and the letter has previously undergone 
conservation repairs. 

30 
September 
1861 

HM/180 Autograph letter, from Simon Cameron 

Addressed from the 'War Department'.  Thanks 
Harriet Martineau for sending her books; discusses 
how [America] has for so long enjoyed peace and 
thus Cameron writes ''our men of learning have 
given but slight attention to matters connected with a 
state of war. We are consequently, in this respect, 
far behind other nations''; the 'condition of soldiering' 
and the comfort of the sick and wounded; asks 
Martineau to pass on to [Florence] Nightingale 
sentiments of admiration and esteem; describes how 

6 January 
1862 
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greatly Nightingale is viewed by the nation.              

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/181-
188 

Correspondence with William and Robert Chambers 
Ltd., publishers in Edinburgh 

Most letters from Chambers are written on headed 
notepaper with the printed address: 339 High Street, 
Edinburgh.  The correspondence with Harriet 
Martineau regards the corrections and additions to 
the book 'History of the Peace'.  

8 items 

Access: Open 

1858 

HM/181 Autograph letter, from [Robert] Chambers 

Letter sent to Harriet Martineau asking her to write 
an additional part of the book 'History of the Peace'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

21 January 
1858 

HM/182 Copy of Autograph letter, signed from Harriet 
Martineau  

Letter to Chambers in reply to his letter (reference 
HM/181), regards the additions to the book 'History 
of the Peace'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

22 January 
1858 

HM/183 Letter from [William and Robert] Chambers 

Regards the additions to the book 'History of the 
Peace'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

26 January 
1858 

HM/184 Letter from [William and Robert] Chambers 

Regards the additions to the book 'History of the 

1 February 
1858 
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Peace'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/185 Copy of letter from Harriet Martineau 

Sent to Chambers Ltd.  Regards the additions and 
corrections to the book ['History of the Peace']. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

2 February 
1858 

HM/186 Letter from [William and Robert] Chambers 

Regards the additions to the book 'History of the 
Peace'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

3 February 
1858 

HM/187 Copy of Autograph letter from Harriet Martineau 

To [William and Robert] Chambers, with regards to 
the book ['History of the Peace'], to include the 
history of the Russian War and a chapter on South 
American history; the recording of history for future 
generations and historians.     

1 item 

Access: Open 

4 February 
1858 

HM/188 Letter from [William and Robert] Chambers 

Thanks Martineau for the corrections for the book 
'History of the Peace'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

10 
February 
1858 

HM/189-
241 

Correspondence with Dr John Chapman of the 
'Westminster Review' 

Letters in this section are mainly between John 
Chapman and Harriet Martineau.  They discuss 
issues relating to the 'Westminster Review'; articles 
for publication; financial matters, including payment 

1858-1859 
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of the mortgage of the Review; factory issues; and 
Martineau's autobiography. 

For additional letters discussing Chapman's financial 
issues, see HM/251-271 and HM/385-404.   

Administrative history: John Chapman 1821-1894 
was a British physician, author, publisher and 
bookseller, based in London. He had medical 
training at St George's Hospital, London, and was 
the owner of the 'Westminster Review', which 
published widely on radical new ideas of the day. 

54 items 

Access: Open 

Related material: See also HMM/C/1 

HM/189 Autograph letter, signed from John Chapman 

Writes of the friendship he has with Harriet 
Martineau; business troubles; National Review; 
[Martineau's] autobiography. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

13 
September 
1855 

HM/190 Autograph letter, signed from John Chapman 

Discusses [Martineau's] autobiography; his health; 
business matters. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

27 
September 
1855 

HM/191 Autograph letter, signed from John Chapman 

Discusses 'Household Words'; articles in the 'Daily 
News'; business; J. A. Froude. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

9 October 
1855 

HM/192 Autograph letter, signed from John Chapman 

Writes about France; plans for the W.R. 
['Westminster Review'], articles on matters such as 
the physical education of girls, and physiology; 

22 October 
1855 
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Eddas; divorce. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/193 Autograph letter, signed from John Chapman 

Discusses why he is reluctant to print parts of Harriet 
Martineau's article, especially the parts which attack 
Dickens and Horner; the factory question; mill 
owners; 'Household Words' and the 'Westminster 
[Review]'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

6 
November 
1855 

HM/194 Autograph letter, signed from John Chapman   

Explains why he won't print Martineau's article, and 
hopes the decision won't cloud their friendship. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

9 
November 
1855 

HM/195 Autograph letter, signed from John Chapman 

Discusses the factory question, factory workers and 
owners; Chapman's own views on factory issues and 
legislation and explains how they differ from Harriet 
Martineau's; views held by Dickens and Horner.     

1 item 

Access: Open 

10 
November 
1855 

HM/196 Autograph letter, signed from John Chapman 

Writes about the factory issues, legislation, mill 
owners, and Martineau's unused article. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

16 
November 
1855 

HM/197 Autograph letter, signed from John Chapman 

Regards factory issues, legislation, and Martineau's 
unused article; St George's Hospital [London] and 

19 
November 
1855 
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the treatment of patients.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/198 Autograph letter, signed from John Chapman 

Thanks Martineau for her opinion of his article; sends 
Martineau and Miss Evans books for their articles.   

1 item 

Access: Open 

29 March 
1856 

HM/199 Autograph letter, signed from John Chapman 

Discusses the factory article; The 'Westminster 
[Review]'; his medical studies and medical views, 
premature deaths, consumption; tuberculosis, St 
George's Hospital [London]; asks Martineau for her 
views on the Poor Law. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

January 
1856 

HM/200 Autograph letter, signed from John Chapman 

Writes of financial business matters.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

10 July 
1856 

HM/201 Chapman's accounts for Harriet Martineau's book 
'American Compromises' 

1000 copies were printed produced at this time. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

December 
1856 

HM/202 Autograph letter, signed from John Chapman 

Details financial matters. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

12 
February 
1857 
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HM/203 Copy of letter from John Chapman to O. H. Smith   

Discusses the state of his business and finances; 
exams and his plans to become a doctor. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

19 
February 
1857 

HM/204 Copy of letter from Harriet Martineau to Dr [John] 
Chapman  

Write about the position and prospects of the 
'Westminster Review'; disagreement between 
Martineau and Chapman.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

6 August 
1858 

HM/205 Autograph letter, signed from John Chapman 

Discusses future articles for the 'Westminster 
Review'; article by Hurlbut; correspondence between 
Chapman and Harriet Martineau's brother [James 
Martineau]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

14 April 
1857 

HM/206 Autograph letter, signed to Maria Martineau from 
John Chapman  

Mentions postponing Hurlbut's article; [Harriet 
Martineau's] article on America. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

16 April 
1857 

HM/207 Autograph letter, signed from John Chapman 

Writes of a financial matter; plans to visit Scotland.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

27 April 
1857 

HM/208 Autograph letter, signed from John Chapman 

Discussed the purchased copyright of the 

9 May 
1857 
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'Westminster Review' from Mr Hickson, assumed 
copyright to consist of the exclusive right to use the 
title 'The Westminster and Foreign Quarterly 
Review'; copyright over articles published; mortgage 
deeds and deed of transfer; copyright of [James] 
Martineau's writings; his doctor's examinations. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/209 Autograph letter, signed from Thomas Martineau to 
his aunt, Harriet Martineau  

Writes of financial matters; mortgage deed and 
[John] Chapman; the use of the name 'Westminster' 
and copyright in articles. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

12 May 
1857 

HM/210 Autograph letter, signed to Harriet Martineau  

Writes of a fall and injury to his foot. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

14 May 
1857 

HM/211 Autograph letter, signed to Harriet Martineau  

Writes about his ongoing treatment [for his foot 
injury]; articles in the Review.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

5 June 
1857 

HM/212 John Chapman's accounts for Harriet Martineau's [A 
history of the] American Compromises 

1 item 

Access: Open 

June 1857 

HM/213 Autograph letter, signed to Harriet Martineau  

Writes he will be pleased to receive Martineau's 
article on [Charlotte] Bronte; other articles for the 
'Westminster [Review]'; meeting with Mr Smith. 

25 July 
1857 
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1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/214 Autograph letter, signed to Harriet Martineau  

Discusses financial matters and articles for the 
['Westminster Review'], including 'Nothing to wear'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

2 
September 
1857 

HM/215 Autograph letter, signed to Harriet Martineau  

Discusses financial matters, the mortgage and the 
'Review'; other publications such as 'The National 
Review' and the 'War' impacting on sales 

1 item 

Access: Open 

31 October 
1857 

HM/216 Autograph letter, signed to Harriet Martineau  

Discusses articles for the ['Westminster Review']; 
Maria; Lord Stanley; Comte's book 'Catechism of 
Positive Religion'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

8 March 
1858 

HM/217 Autograph letter, signed to Harriet Martineau  

Discusses financial issues and the mortgage; articles 
for the ['Westminster']. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

31 March 
1858 

HM/218 Autograph letter, signed to Harriet Martineau  

Writes of financial matters; publicity; Chapman's 
'Medical Reform' article.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

1 April 
1858 

HM/219 Autograph letter, signed to Harriet Martineau  7 May 
1858 
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Purchased the cyclopaedia; believes the article on 
Protestantism for the ['Westminster] Review' is 
affecting sales; social evil pamphlet. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/220 Autograph letter, signed to Harriet Martineau 

Finance and the Westminster; articles by Harriet 
Martineau.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

26 May 
1858 

HM/221 Autograph letter, signed to Harriet Martineau 

Chapman's plans to become a surgeon; finance, 
mortgage and the 'Westminster Review'.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

30 May 
1858 

HM/222 Copy of Autograph letter, signed from Harriet 
Martineau  

Discusses financial matters and the mortgage; the 
['Westminster] Review'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1 June 
1858 

HM/223 Autograph letter, signed to Harriet Martineau  

Writes of financial matters, the mortgage, 
subscriptions and subscribers, Mr Grote; 
'[Westminster] Review'.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

2 June 
1858 

HM/224 Autograph letter, signed to Harriet Martineau 

Concerns the mortgage of the ['Westminster] 
Review'.  

1 item 

4 June 
1858 
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Access: Open 

HM/225 Autograph letter, signed to Harriet Martineau  

Chapman writes he has discussed the comments 
Harriet made against him with Mr Grote, and 
believes he is free from blame.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

11 June 
1858 

HM/226 Copy of letter from Harriet Martineau to Chapman 

Writes how ignorance of circumstances put her in the 
wrong, and asks Chapman to offer an explanation of 
the two points.    

1 item 

Access: Open 

12 June 
1858 

HM/227 Autograph letter, signed to Harriet Martineau  

Chapman writes that he does not believe he mislead 
Martineau with respect of subscribers to, and 
liabilities of, the Westminster Review; asked Mr 
Hippisley and Lord Stanley if they would take 
Martineau's place as mortgagee but they both 
declined; considers books in German which could be 
translated for publication; Hippisley's and Stanley's 
subscription to the Review; position of the creditors; 
financial matters.     

1 item 

Access: Open 

27 June 
1858 

HM/228 Autograph letter, signed to Harriet Martineau  

Chapman writes he is surprised Martineau has not 
replied to his last letter [27th June 1858]; discusses 
the disagreement and hopes to bring the matter to a 
'rapid close'.    

1 item 

Access: Open 

2 July 1858 

HM/229 Autograph letter, signed to Harriet Martineau  

Sends Martineau a cheque for her article on church 

3 July 1858 
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rates; cost of the cyclopedia; discusses the 
complaint Martineau made against Chapman.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/230 Copy of Autograph letter, signed from Harriet 
Martineau  

States she did not reply immediately to Chapman's 
letters as she wanted to understand the whole case 
before entering upon a final understanding and 
opinion on the matter; sets out her position regarding 
the disagreement mainly regarding financial matters 
and the mortgage of the ['Westminster] Review'; Mr 
Hippisley and Lord Stanley. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

4 July 1858 

HM/231 Autograph letter, signed to Harriet Martineau  

Writes about financial matters, payments for articles 
and the mortgage; article on Protestantism for the 
['Westminster] Review' affecting sales.   

1 item 

Access: Open 

8 July 1858 

HM/232 Autograph letter, signed to Harriet Martineau  

Letter sets out his detailed reply to the charges and 
allegations against him made by Martineau and Mr 
Courtauld; financial matters; Mr Grote. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

12 July 
1858 

HM/233 Copy of letter from Harriet Martineau  

Writes in reply to Chapman's letter and continues the 
discussion concerning Chapman's conduct and the 
financial allegations made against Chapman by 
Martineau; Mr Courtauld; Mr Grote. 

1 item 

16 July 
1858 
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Access: Open 

HM/234 Autograph letter, signed to Harriet Martineau 

Discusses the survival of the business; will continue 
to write articles for the 'Westminster [Review']; 
discusses the ongoing financial allegations; Mr 
Courtauld.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

25 July 
1858 

HM/235 Copy of letter from Harriet Martineau 

Continues the discussion concerning Chapman's 
conduct and the financial allegations; Mr Courtauld. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

29 July 
1858 

HM/236 Autograph letter, signed to Harriet Martineau  

Continues the discussion concerning the financial 
allegations; Mr Grote.   

1 item 

Access: Open 

29 July 
1858 

HM/237 Copy of letter from Maria Martineau 

Maria writes in defence of her aunt, Harriet 
Martineau, concerning the 'painful correspondence 
that has taken place' between Harriet Martineau and 
Chapman. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

31 July 
1858 

HM/238 John Chapman's account with Harriet Martineau 

Finance sheet covering the period February 1857- 
July 1858. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1858 

HM/239 Autograph letter, signed to Maria Martineau 2 August 
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Chapman apologies for a passage in his last letter to 
Harriet Martineau that has caused offence (HM/236); 
continues the discussion concerning the financial 
allegations and believes the matter could be cleared 
up in one conversation face to face with Harriet; Mr 
Courtauld. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1858 

HM/240 Autograph letter, signed to Harriet Martineau from 
James J. Birt on behalf of Chapman's firm.  

Concerns financial matters and details of payments 
for sales of publications. Also includes a financial 
note regarding John Chapman's account with Harriet 
Martineau for entries dated June 1858 and January 
1859. 

2 items 

Access: Open 

24 January 
1859 

HM/241 Part of a letter discussing financial matters 

Discusses financial matters, contributors; Dr 
Chapman; Mr Courtauld; Mr Grote; the 
'[Westminster] Review'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[c 1858] 

HM/242 Part of letter to [Maria Weston] Chapman [from 
Harriet Martineau ?] 

Discusses Kant, God and the idea of a future life. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

October 
1865 

HM/242a List of files of papers and letters entrusted to [Maria 
Weston] Chapman by Harriet Martineau 

Chapman has signed to say she has received the 
letters and papers, 4 November 1855. 

[This might be the list referred to in HM/101]. 

1855 
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1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/243 Autograph letter, signed from F. W. Chesson  

On headed notepaper from the Jamaica Committee, 
65 Fleet Street, London.  Thanks Martineau for her 
contribution to the fund, and for her 'powerful moral 
support'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

15 October 
1866 

HM/244 Autograph letter, signed from Richard Congreve  

Writes as a representative of the Positivist body in 
England regarding the collecting of letters written by 
Anguste Comte. 

Administrative history: Philosopher Auguste Comte 
(1798-1857) formulated a form of empiricism, which 
he called Positivism or the Positive Philosophy 

1 item 

Access: Open 

2 March 
1875 

HM/245 Autograph letter, signed from Richard Congreve  

Thanks Martineau for sending her letters from 
Anguste Comte. Congreve states their aim is to 
publish all Comte's correspondence.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

8 March 
1875 

HM/246 Autograph letter, signed from [Professor] John 
Conington  

Introducing his friend Mr Boyle, who would like to 
meet Martineau. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

15 October 
1862 

HM/247 Autograph letter, signed from Professor [John] 
Conington 

24 October 
1862 
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Thanks Martineau for meeting with his friend Mr 
Boyle; points out an oversight in Martineau's the 
'History of the Thirty Years' Peace'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/248 Autograph letter, signed from Paul Coq  

Regards the Illustrations of Political Economy. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

Language: French 

15 April 
1866 

HM/249 Autograph letter, signed from Helen Martineau  

Discusses Harriet Martineau's financial claims about 
her brother James [Martineau]; Chapman and 
creditors. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

9 
November 
1854 

HM/250 Copy of letter from Harriet Martineau to Helen 
Martineau  

Letter sent in reply to HM/249. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

10 
November 
1854 

HM/251-
271 

Correspondence with Samuel Courtauld 

Letters in this section are mainly to Harriet Martineau 
from Samuel Courtauld, and concern Dr John 
Chapman's financial affairs and the mortgage of the 
Westminster Review.  All letters except one date 
1854-1855, with one dated 1866. 

For additional letters discussing Chapman's financial 
issues, see HM/189-241 and HM/385-404. 

21 items 

Access: Open 

1854-1866 



Harriet Martineau Papers 

 

69 
© Cadbury Research Library: Special Collections, University of Birmingham 

 

Related material: See also HMM/C/1 

HM/251 Copy of parts of letters from Samuel Courtauld 

One part is to Mr [John] Chapman dated 13 
November, and another to Rev [James] Martineau 
dated 12 November.  Regards creditors and James' 
involvement in Chapman's financial matters.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

November 
1854 

HM/252 Autograph letter, signed from Samuel Courtauld 

Discusses financial issues concerning [John] 
Chapman and the mortgage of the 'Westminster 
[Review]', and James Martineau.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

27 
September 
1855 

HM/253 Autograph letter, signed from Samuel Courtauld 

Discusses financial issues and [John] Chapman's 
affairs with the 'Westminster Review'; Harriet 
Martineau's mortgage on the copyright of the 
'Review'; believes Chapman's business as book 
seller and publisher must be wound up; Octavius 
Smith offering support; the future of the publication 
of the 'Westminster Review'; Chapman's future plans 
to practice as a physician; Mr Robertson of Lewes 
conducted a service in the village chapel with a large 
gathering of 350 people; other religious matters. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[1855] 

HM/254 Memo by Harriet Martineau of correspondence 
between [Samuel] Courtauld, [John] Chapman, and 
[Octavius] Smith, 1855-1858 

Concerns [John] Chapman and the financial situation 
surrounding the 'Westminster Review'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[c 1858] 
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HM/255 Autograph letter, signed from Samuel Courtauld 

Discusses [John] Chapman and the mortgage 
[concerning the 'Westminster Review']. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

7 June 
1858 

HM/256 Autograph letter, signed from Samuel Courtauld 

Concerns [John] Chapman and his financial matters, 
the sale of the business and the mortgage of the 
'Westminster [Review]'; Octavius Smith. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

9 June 
1858 

HM/257 Autograph letter, signed from Samuel Courtauld 

Concerns [John] Chapman's character and his 
financial matters concerning the mortgage and the 
['Westminster Review'], George Grote, and Lord 
Stanley. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

14 June 
1858 

HM/258 Copy of notes [by Samuel Courtauld on [John] 
Chapman's statement] 

Regards Chapman's business financial matters and 
the ['Westminster] Review'.  Labelled 'No 4'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

12 July 
1858 

HM/259 Autograph letter, signed from Samuel Courtauld 

Regards [John] Chapman and financial issues. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

30 July 
1858 

HM/260 Notes on the [John] Chapman financial affair 

Labelled 'No 3'. 

July 1858 
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1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/261 Autograph letter, signed from Samuel Courtauld 

Suggests things for Harriet Martineau to read; 
Courtauld's nephew, P. A. Taylor; discusses 
education of the working classes.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

29 July 
1858 

HM/262 Notes on the [John] Chapman financial affair 

Labelled 'No 2'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

July 1858 

HM/263 Notes on the [John] Chapman financial affair 

Labelled 'No 1'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

August 
1858 

HM/264 Memo from Samuel Courtauld 

Regards [John] Chapman's financial affairs. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

August 
1858 

HM/265 Autograph letter, signed from Samuel Courtauld 

Regards Dr [John] Chapman and his financial affairs. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

13 August 
1858 

HM/266 Copy of letter from Samuel Courtauld to Dr John 
Chapman 

Concerns Chapman's financial affairs and the 
[Westminster] Review. 

15 August 
1858 
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1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/267 Autograph letter, signed from [Samuel] Courtauld 

[Concerns John Chapman's financial affairs]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

18 August 
1858 

HM/268 Autograph letter, signed from [Samuel] Courtauld 

Writes he would like to meet Maria [Martineau] if she 
visits London during her holiday, and invites her to 
Gosfield; [John] Chapman's financial affairs.     

1 item 

Access: Open 

16 October 
1858 

HM/269 Autograph letter, signed from [Samuel] Courtauld 

Concerns [John] Chapman's financial affairs.      

1 item 

Access: Open 

30 
November 
1858 

HM/270 Autograph letter, signed from [Samuel] Courtauld 

About Harriet Martineau's article 'Sketches of Three 
Noble Men'; Gosfield Hall, Halstead, Essex; H. G. 
Atkinson; Jamaica Committee; Anthropological 
Society; Dr [John] Chapman and the Westminster 
Review.   

1 item 

Access: Open 

Physical description: A line of text has been cut out 
of the letter. 

29 
December 
1866 

HM/271 Notes on the [Dr John] Chapman financial affair 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1858 

HM/272-
275 

Autograph letters signed from Dr Robert Cox 1865-1866 
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These letters from Robert Cox to Harriet Martineau 
largely regard the printing of McLennan's memoir of 
Thomas Drummond, Under Secretary for Ireland, 
1835-1840; and the founding of a scholarship in the 
University of Edinburgh by Miss Drummond in 
memory of her brother, Thomas, for the study of 
mathematics and natural philosophy. 

4 items 

Access: Open 

HM/272 Autograph letters signed from Dr Robert Cox 

Discusses Harriet Martineau's 'History of England 
during the Thirty Years Peace' and the notices 
regarding Thomas Drummond, Under Secretary for 
Ireland [1835-1840], asks if Martineau has any other 
information about Drummond or letters by him which 
could be included in a forthcoming book; Miss 
Drummond, Thomas' sister, founded a scholarship in 
the University of Edinburgh in memory of her brother, 
for the study of mathematics and natural philosophy; 
Cox hopes to soon publish an elaborate account of 
'The Literature of the Sabbath Question'; discusses 
the opening of the Botanic Garden on Sunday 
afternoons. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

25 May 
1865 

HM/273 Autograph letters signed from Dr Robert Cox 

Thanks Harriet Martineau for her information 
regarding Thomas Drummond [Under Secretary for 
Ireland, 1835-1840] for the dissertation and 
forthcoming book about Drummond by McLennan; 
article on the formation of a Drummond scholarship 
in the University of Edinburgh. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

June 1865 

HM/274 Autograph letters signed from Dr Robert Cox 

Writes of the printing of McLennan's memoir of 
Thomas Drummond [Under Secretary for Ireland, 
1835-1840], which pleases both Cox and Miss 
Drummond [Thomas' sister]; asks whether Harriet 

12 
December 
1866 
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Martineau would like to comment on a section of a 
letter she wrote about Drummond; encyclopaedia 
entry about the philosophy and the history of 
toleration. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/275 Autograph letters from Dr Robert Cox 

Thanks Harriet Martineau for her reply and is 
pleased there is nothing in her letter that ought not to 
be published [regarding the printing of McLennan's 
memoir of Thomas Drummond, Under Secretary for 
Ireland, 1835-1840]; believes McLennan will be 
pleased to hear Martineau thinks so well of the 
sample of his book; article on 'Toleration' has been 
published.     

1 item 

Access: Open 

14 
December 
1866 

HM/276-
278 

Autograph letters, from [George Frederick Samuel 
Robinson, 2nd Earl of Ripon, 3rd Earl de Grey, 1st 
Marquess of Ripon] 

All letters signed 'de Grey'.  Briefly mentions the 
petition in favour of the admission of women on 
equal terms to the practise of the medical profession; 
and the death of [Frederick Grantham Vyner]. 

3 items 

Access: Open 

1870 

HM/276 Letter from [George Frederick Samuel Robinson, 
2nd Earl of Ripon, 3rd Earl de Grey, 1st Marquess of 
Ripon] 

Writes he will sign Martineau's petition in favour of 
the admission of women on equal terms to the 
practise of the medical profession. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

10 May 
1870 

HM/277 Letter from [George Frederick Samuel Robinson, 
2nd Earl of Ripon, 3rd Earl de Grey, 1st Marquess of 

12 May 
1870 
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Ripon] 

On Privy Council Office notepaper.  Thanks Harriet 
for sending her condolences [probably regarding the 
death of Frederick Grantham Vyner]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/278 Letter from [George Frederick Samuel Robinson, 
2nd Earl of Ripon, 3rd Earl de Grey, 1st Marquess of 
Ripon] 

Thanks Harriet for her kind letter, which has been 
sent to Lady Mary Vyner [her son Frederick 
Grantham Vyner was murdered in Greece]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

23 May 
1870 

HM/279 Autograph letter, from [Charles Dickens]  

The signature has been cut from the letter but the 
address is Tavistock House, which was the London 
home of British author Charles Dickens and his 
family from 1851 to 1860.   

The letter discusses Household Words; 
Shuttleworth's scheme; Macready.  Believes a paper 
called 'Home for homeless women' would be of 
interest to Harriet Martineau. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

Physical description: Signature has been cut from 
the letter. 

19 April 
1858 

HM/280 Autograph letter, signed from [N or M ?] Douglas  

Letter addressed 'Dear Sir' from Boulogne.  Writes 
'copies of your excellent articles' have been sent to 
Miss Nightingale and General Storks. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

15 
December 
1855 
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HM/281 Autograph letter, signed from Dr J. Drysdale 

Written from 44 Rodney St, Liverpool.  Regretting he 
cannot meet Miss Martineau. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

23 
February 
[1859] 

HM/282 Autograph letter, signed from Dr J. Drysdale 

Written from 44 Rodney St, Liverpool.  Regards 
medical advice. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

28 
February 
1859 

HM/283 Autograph letter, signed from M. L. Elgin [Lady Mary 
Louisa Bruce Countess of Elgin and Kincardine] 

Concerns the royal family, and recovery after illness. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

19 
December 
1871 

HM/284 Autograph letter, signed from Dr J. Elliotson 

Thanks Martineau for the donation to the mesmeric 
infirmary; article referring to Martineau.    

1 item 

Access: Open 

Notes: Originally numbered HM/285 

18 
December 
1861 

HM/285 Copy of letter from Harriet Martineau to Dr J. 
Elliotson  

Written in reply to Dr Elliotson's letter, reference 
HM/284.  Martineau writes how she felt disgusted 
with the article in the 'Zoist' which appeared under 
Elliotson's editorship and refers to H. G. Atkinson 
and his published letters; broken off acquaintances 
with Whately, Archbishop of Dublin and his 
connections with Blanco White. 

1 item 

19 
December 
[1861] 
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Access: Open 

Notes: Originally numbered HM/284 

HM/286-
288 

Autograph letters, signed from the Rev Whitwell 
Elwin 

Administrative history: Rev Whitwell Elwin, born 
1816, was the rector of Booton, Norfolk from 1850 
until his death in 1900. 

3 items 

Access: Open 

1860 

HM/286 Autograph letter, signed from [Rev] Whitwell Elwin 

Describes how impressed he was with Harriet 
Martineau when he met her at an event when he 
was a boy; article Harriet Martineau is due to write. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

27 January 
1860 

HM/287 Autograph letter, signed from [Rev Whitwell] Elwin 

Sends details of the requested manuscript by Harriet 
Martineau; Elwin asks Martineau to consider 
embracing 'Life in the sick room' in her review.    

1 item 

Access: Open 

3 February 
1860 

HM/288 Autograph letter, signed from [Rev] Whitwell Elwin 

Believes the physicians denounce [Florence] 
Nightingale's sanitary precepts but they pass by the 
part of her work which relates to nursing, Elwin 
writes he has had 'some strong testimonies to its 
immense value'; believes Martineau has 'rendered a 
public service' by her article.   

1 item 

Access: Open 

26 April 
1860 

HM/289-
293 

Autograph letters, signed from Frederick Evans  

Letters are on headed notepaper either with the 
address Whitefriars, London, or West Hill, 

1860-1863 
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Wandsworth.  Believed to be of Bradbury & Evans, 
printer and publisher. 

Administrative history: Information on Wikipedia 
states Bradbury and Evans (est.1830) was an 
English printer and publisher founded by William 
Bradbury and Frederick Mullet Evans. 

5 items 

Access: Open 

HM/289 Autograph letter, signed from Frederick Evans 

Plans for publishing in book form some articles by 
Harriet Martineau. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

18 October 
1860 

HM/290 Autograph letter, signed from Frederick Evans 

Hopes Harriet Martineau will be pleased with the 
appearance of the book; enquires whether Martineau 
would like to use a drawing of her house in 
Ambleside for the title page; Maria Martineau's new 
edition of the Lake Guide. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

17 January 
1861 

HM/291 Autograph letter, signed from Frederick Evans 

Writes of family news, including the marriage of his 
children. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1 June 
1862 

HM/292 Autograph letter, signed from Frederick Evans 

Regards Evans' illness; business matters. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

13 January 
1863 

HM/293 Autograph letter, signed from Frederick Evans 13 April 
1863 
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Business matters; discusses sending a cheque for 
the volume 'Health'; consideration of Millais 
illustrations for the volume. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/294 Autograph letter, signed from [Emily] Faithfull  

Letter written from 10 Taviton Street, Gordon 
Square.  Writes to [Harriet] Martineau saying she will 
do 'anything i can do to spread your paper shall be 
done'; plans to issue 'The Victoria Magazine' on the 
1st May, and hopes to secure Martineau's co-
operation for it; trusts the Victoria Magazine will 'take 
its place as a first class literary journal, which women 
may claim as their journal'.     

Administrative history: Emily Faithfull (1835-95); 
publisher, lecturer, writer and activist for women's 
rights.  In May 1863, Emily commenced the Victoria 
Magazine. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

14 March 
1863 

HM/295-
299 

Correspondence concerning Mrs Farrar's book 
'Recollections of Seventy Years' 

Letters concern the series of statements and 
mistakes about Harriet Martineau in Farrar's book. 

Administrative history: Farrar, Eliza Ware, 1791-
1870, nee Rotch, writer, wife of John Farrar. 

5 items 

Access: Open 

1865 

HM/295 Copy of letter from [Harriet Martineau]  

The letter is addressed to 'My dear friend', possible 
to Maria Weston Chapman.  Concerns the series of 
statements and mistakes about Harriet Martineau in 
Mrs Farrar's book 'Recollections of Seventy Years'.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

16 October 
1865 
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HM/296 Copy of letter from Maria Weston Chapman to Mrs 
Farrar  

Chapman writes saying she has had a letter from 
[Harriet] Martineau and hopes Mrs Farrar will do 'all 
things possible to remedy the injustice' [regarding 
the mistakes about Martineau in Farrar's book 
'Recollections of Seventy Years'].      

1 item 

Access: Open 

5 
November 
1865 

HM/297-
298 

Autograph letter, signed to Harriet Martineau from 
[Mrs] E. Farrar  

Farrar surprised to hear anything in her book 
['Recollections of Seventy Years'] has offended 
Martineau and writes the misrepresentation of 
conversations is due to her 'total ignorance of 
political economy', and her 'impaired memory'.  
Farrar has asked her publishers to suppress the 
passages containing Martineau's conversations in 
future editions.   

Includes a copy of Farrar's letter. 

2 items 

Access: Open 

8 
November 
1865 

HM/299 Copy of letter to [Harriet] Martineau from [Mrs] E. 
Farrar 

Concerns the mistakes about Harriet Martineau in 
Mrs Farrar's book ['Recollections of Seventy Years']. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

22 
December 
1865 

HM/300 Autograph letter, signed from [Charles Feral] Tarver  

Written from White Lodge, Richmond Park.  Writes to 
[Harriet] Martineau stating she will do 'good patriotic 
and loyal service' by expressing her indignation at 
the 'shameful report of the Prince of Wales' but asks 
her not to mention his name; writes about the good 
character of the Prince but talks of 'the dark 
invention of some satanic ingenuity'. 

Administrative history: Reverend Charles Feral 

10 August 
1858 
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Tarver was a tutor to the Prince of Wales [Edward, 
VII (1841-1910) King of Great Britain and Ireland] 
whilst the prince was at White Lodge, Richmond 
Park, near London. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/301 Autograph letter, signed from [Charles Feral] Tarver 

Written from White Lodge, Richmond Park. Tells 
[Harriet] Martineau she has 'done the state good 
service'; correspondent of the Standard; Martineau's 
letter to the Prince [Prince of Wales]. 

Administrative history: Reverend Charles Feral 
Tarver was a tutor to the Prince of Wales [Edward, 
VII (1841-1910) King of Great Britain and Ireland] 
whilst the prince was at White Lodge, Richmond 
Park, near London. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

7 October 
1858 

HM/302 Autograph letter, signed from John Fenwick 

Thanks Martineau for her letter and the correction 
regarding Grainger. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

9 
November 
1861 

HM/303-
309 

Autograph letters, signed from James [Thomas] 
Fields 

Letters from Fields to Harriet Martineau largely 
concern Martineau's autobiography.  

Administrative history: Fields, James Thomas, 1817-
1881, American publisher, editor, and poet.  In 1839, 
he joined William Ticknor and became junior partner 
in the publishing and bookselling firm known after 
1846 as Ticknor and Fields.  Fields was also The 
Atlantic's second editor. 

7 items 

Access: Open 

1869 



Harriet Martineau Papers 

 

82 
© Cadbury Research Library: Special Collections, University of Birmingham 

 

HM/303 Autograph letter, signed from [James Thomas] Fields 

Invitation to [Harriet Martineau] to write articles for 
the 'Atlantic Monthly', including autobiographical 
sketches; mutual friend Mrs [Maria Weston] 
Chapman; offer of £100 to write six papers.  Letter is 
signed J. T. Fields of Ticknor and Fields, Boston, U. 
S. America. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1869 

HM/304 Autograph letter, signed from James [Thomas] Fields 

Sorry to hear [Harriet Martineau] is in poor health 
and can not write the columns for the Atlantic 
Monthly; Martineau's autobiography 'to be kept from 
the public eye at present'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

29 May 
1869 

HM/305 Autograph letter, signed from James [Thomas] Fields 

Discusses visiting [Harriet Martineau] at her home, 
The Knoll [Ambleside]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

29 June 
1869 

HM/306 Autograph letter, signed from James [Thomas] Fields 

Regards the visit to see [Harriet Martineau]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

30 June 
1869 

HM/307 Autograph letter, signed from James [Thomas] Fields 

Thanks [Harriet] Martineau for allowing him to visit 
her at her home; inaccuracy printed in a newspaper 
following a meeting with Dickens; asks if he may be 
allowed to print an edition of 'The Autobiography' so 
it will be in print at the same time as the London one. 

1 item 

1 July 1869 
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Access: Open 

HM/308 Autograph letter, signed from James [Thomas] Fields 

Asks [Harriet] Martineau if she will prepare a 
prefatory note for the American edition [of The 
Autobiography]; discussion regarding the engravings 
for the publication. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

20 July 
1869 

HM/309 Autograph letter, signed from James [Thomas] Fields 

Writes of future travel plans; the prefatory papers. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

23 July 
1869 

HM/310 Autograph letter, signed from John Fisher, solicitor  

Writes to inform Harriet Martineau legal proceedings 
will be taken unless the boughs of trees overhanging 
from her garden into her neighbour's property are cut 
down. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

13 March 
1872 

HM/311 Autograph letter, signed from Harriet Fletcher  

Discusses 'Feats on the Fiord' [by Harriet Martineau] 
as mentioned in a letter from Rev Robertson of 
Brighton; family news; death of Mrs Gaskell. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

3 
December 
1865 

HM/312-
314 

Autograph letters, signed from [William Edward] 
Forster 

Letters are written on headed notepaper from 
Burley-in-Wharfedale, Leeds; and 80 Eccleston 
Square, London. 

Administrative history: Forster, William Edward, 
1818-1886, English industrialist, philanthropist and 

1869-1870 
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Liberal Party statesman. 

3 items 

Access: Open 

HM/312 Autograph letter, signed from [William Edward] 
Forster 

Writes he is anxious about the American speech; 
comments about the war and its impact. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

25 March 
1869 

HM/313 Autograph letter, signed from [William Edward] 
Forster 

Forster writes he thinks Bruce ought to see 
Martineau's letter; asks Martineau what it is she 
dislikes in his bill.  [A note at the top of the letter 
states the letter concerns the Contagious Diseases 
Acts, but it could relate to Forster's Education Act as 
he introduced this bill in February 1870]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

26 
February 
1870 

HM/314 Autograph letter, signed from [William Edward] 
Forster 

Forster write he does not think it would do any good 
'by going further with the question myself; Bruce. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[c 1870] 

HM/315 Autograph letter, signed from James Anthony 
Froude  

Asks Harriet Martineau to write about the American 
military hospitals during the war for 'Fraser's 
Magazine'.  Includes a copy of Harriet Martineau's 
answer on the back of Froude's letter, stating she is 
too ill to write and both she and Florence Nightingale 
sent to the War Office at Washington a complete set 
of their Army Hospital Reports and Regulations 
together with their book on military hospitals, and 
following that, they 'had no further concern in the 

October 
1866 
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matter'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/316 Autograph letter, signed from J. W. Furness  

Discusses American slavery; beneficial agencies at 
work such as the 'Hampton School in Virginia for 
Colored Teachers'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

5 March 
1875 

HM/316a 'Sketches From Life', by Harriet Martineau 

Printed page from 'The Leader' containing part 3, 
'The maid servant' (continued).  Also includes an 
article 'The radical aspect of socialism'. 

See also HM/106 

1 item 

Access: Open 

14 
December 
1850 

HM/317 Printed regulations as to the training of midwifery-
nurses under the Nightingale Fund 

Sets out the arrangements the Committee of the 
Nightingale Fund made with the Council of St John's 
House, 'under whose management the 'Nursing' in 
King's College Hospital [London] is placed, for 
training annually a limited number of women in the 
duties of Midwifery-Nurses, with a view to their being 
employed in county parishes or districts, (for the 
benefit of the poor), under the direction of the Clergy 
and Medical men'.     

Includes a handwritten note 'With F. N.'s love'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1 October 
1861 

HM/318-
348 

Correspondence mainly with John Garnett, publisher 

Letters in this section are mostly between John 
Garnett and Harriet Martineau, although other letters 
are included to and from Francis Holl; Atkinson; 

1855-1870 
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Margaret Gillies; William Banks; George Smith; 
Maria Martineau; Banks & Co. and McQueen Bros.  
The correspondence relates to the illustrations, 
engravings and publication of Martineau's 'Sketches 
from Life'; the autobiography; and discussions 
surrounding a book on the Lake District by Mr Linton 
and Harriet Martineau's 'Guide to the Lake District'. 

31 items 

Access: Open 

Notes: The original paper catalogue listed these 
letters as being from Jeremiah Garnett, but they are 
in fact largely to and from John Garnett. Letter 
HM/330 is signed in full by John Garnett, as is the 
statement of accounts HM/336, and his address 
'Post Office, Windermere' on some of his letters in 
this section matches that of other letters by him in 
the Martineau family papers collection (see reference 
HMM/B/3). 

HM/318 Autograph letter, signed from [John] Garnett 

Regards Mr Banks' engraving and lithography [for 
Martineau's autobiography?]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

14 May 
1855 

HM/319 Autograph letter, signed from [John] Garnett 

Regards Mr Banks' drawings; promises to make 'The 
Knoll very nice'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

11 
September 
1855 

HM/320 Autograph letter, signed from Francis Holl to 
Atkinson  

Discusses terms for printing; engraving copies of 
Martineau's book. 

Administrative history: Holl, Francis, 1815-1884, 
engraver 

1 item 

16 
December 
1855 
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Access: Open 

HM/321 Autograph letter, signed from [John] Garnett 

Discusses illustrations, engravings, and wood cuts 
for Harriet Martineau's book; enquires whether 
Martineau knows of other books that need 
illustrating. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

17 
September 
1855 

HM/322 Autograph letter, signed from Margaret Gillies [to 
John Garnett?]  

About the plate for Harriet Martineau's engraving. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

18 
December 
1855 

HM/323 Copy of letter from Harriet Martineau to [John] 
Garnett 

Concerns a possible future book publication by 
Martineau that she would like illustrating, being the 
tales 'Sketches from Life', first printed in the 'The 
Leader' newspaper. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

18 
December 
1855 

HM/324 Autograph letter, signed from [John] Garnett 

Concerns publishers and illustrations for the book 
form of 'Sketches from Life'; Banks' engravings. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

28 
December 
1855 

HM/325 Autograph letter, signed from Harriet Martineau to 
[John] Garnett 

Concerns the publication, illustrations and price of 
the book form of ['Sketches from Life'].   

1 item 

29 
December 
1855 
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Access: Open 

HM/326 Autograph letter, signed from [John] Garnett 

Concerns the publication, illustrations and price of 
the book form of ['Sketches from Life'].   

1 item 

Access: Open 

31 
December 
1855 

HM/327 Autograph letter, signed from [John] Garnett 

Concerns the publication and illustrations of the book 
form of ['Sketches from Life'].   

1 item 

Access: Open 

2 January 
1856 

HM/328 Copy of letter from Harriet Martineau to [John] 
Garnett 

Concerns the publication and illustrations of the book 
form of ['Sketches from Life']. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

4 January 
1856 

HM/329 Autograph letter, signed from [John] Garnett 

Concerns the publication and illustrations of the book 
form of 'Sketches [from Life']. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

4 January 
1856 

HM/330 Autograph letter, signed from John Garnett 

Concerns the publication of 'Sketches [from Life]'; 
estimate from Mr Banks; Garnett's signed agreement 
with Harriet Martineau. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

5 January 
1856 

HM/331 Autograph letter, signed from [John] Garnett 

Discusses the publication of ['Sketches from Life']. 

7 January 
1856 
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1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/332 Autograph letter, signed from [John] Garnett 

Concern over [Harriet] Martineau's poor health; Mr 
Banks' new plates; work on the autobiography. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

24 January 
1856 

HM/333 Part of autograph letter, signed from William Banks  

Engravings for ['Sketches from Life']; illustration of 
the cottage.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

January 
1856 

HM/334 Autograph letter, signed from [John] Garnett 

Concerns the illustrations and publication of 
'Sketches from Life'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

18 
February 
1856 

HM/335 Autograph letter, signed from [John] Garnett  

Concerns Mr Banks' terms; printing facsimile of 
Harriet Martineau's handwriting; plates of 'The Knoll' 
[Martineau's house]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1 March 
1856 

HM/336 John Garnett's statement of account with Harriet 
Martineau  

For work on 'Sketches from Life', and the 
autobiography. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

October 
1856 

HM/337 Autograph letter, signed from [John] Garnett 4 October 
1856 
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Discusses terms for the autobiography; sketches for 
a book.   

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/338 Copy of part of autograph letter from [Harriet] 
Martineau to [John] Garnett 

About Martineau's article 'Lights of the Lake District', 
issues regarding copyright, and financial terms. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

September 
1864 

HM/339 Autograph letter, signed from George Smith 
[publisher] 

From 45 Pall Mall, [London].  Discusses a book on 
the Lake District by Mr Linton and Harriet 
Martineau's 'Guide to the Lake District'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

4 April 
1865 

HM/340 Autograph letter, signed from [John] Garnett 

Discusses Mr Linton's book; Garnett wishes to 
publish a book to better Linton's; Smith Elder & Co. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

5 April 
1865 

HM/341 Autograph letter, signed from [John] Garnett 

Discusses Martineau's reaction to the 'Linton matter' 
and Mr Linton's book. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

7 April 
1865 

HM/342 Part of a letter from [Maria Martineau ?] to [John] 
Garnett 

The letter is written on behalf of her aunt [Harriet 
Martineau], who has asked that the letters of Messrs. 
Smith Elder are forwarded to Garnett, and asks 

21 April 
1865 
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Garnett to reply directly to them. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/343 Part of a copy letter from [Maria Martineau ?] to 
[George] Smith  

Letter dates 23 April [1865].  Explains Mr G [probably 
John Garnett] has sent her aunt [Harriet Martineau] a 
copy of the Linton book 'for the purpose of 
comparison of the two books' and she will give Smith 
her judgment on the facts of the case when she is in 
better health. 

The letter has been written on the back of a printed 
notice dated August 1864 which concerns the 
Ambleside Volunteers, and new scarlet uniforms for 
the Battalion of Westmorland Volunteers. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1864-
[1865] 

HM/344 Copy of Autograph letter, signed from Harriet 
Martineau to [George] Smith  

Gives her judgment after comparing the two Lake 
books, including Linton's book [on the Lake District], 
discusses the woodcuts in both books and provides 
a list of similar images under the headings 'Garnett's' 
and 'Smith'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

26 April 
1865 

HM/345 Autograph letter, signed from [John] Garnett 

Writes in connection to the new edition of the guide 
[Guide to the Lake District]; Mr Payne recommends 
new material should be included. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1 January 
1869 

HM/346 Autograph letter, signed from Banks & Co.  

On headed notepaper 'Engraving, Lithographic & 
General Printing Office, 10 North St David Street, 

20 June 
1870 
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Edinburgh'.  Concerns the view plates / illustrations 
for the autobiography. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/347 Autograph letter, signed from McQueen Bros., 
engravers 

Writes they have found the plates for the portraits of 
Harriet Martineau [for the autobiography], 1833, and 
1850. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

17 July 
1870 

HM/348 Copy of letter to [John] Garnett from Maria Martineau  

Written on behalf of Harriet Martineau concerning Mr 
Linton's case [his book on the Lake District and the 
possible similarities in images used].  

Another letter is written on the other side of the 
paper signed from John Wilson concerning 
Martineau's order for champagne, 20 April. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1869 

HM/349 Autograph letter, signed from William Lloyd Garrison  

Written from Boston concerning Mrs [Maria Weston] 
Chapman; Harriet Martineau's transcription of the 
hymn by W. J. Fox; slavery [in America]; his 
indebtedness to Harriet Martineau in her help and 
support with the anti-slavery cause; Martineau's 
health and her anticipated death through illness. 

Administrative history: William Lloyd Garrison, 1805-
1879, American anti-slavery leader.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

Related material: For other letters from William Lloyd 
Garrison to Harriet Martineau, see reference 
HMM/B/1/9. 

4 
December 
1855 
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HM/350-
354 

Autograph letters, signed from [Elizabeth Cleghorn] 
Gaskell 

Letters from Elizabeth Gaskell to Harriet Martineau 
discuss the identity of George Eliot and the 
authorship of 'Adam Bede' and 'Scenes of Clerical 
Life'.  [Joseph Liggins laid claim to the books when in 
fact they were written by Marian Evans under the 
pseudonym of George Eliot].  See also HM/81-87. 

Administrative history: 
Gaskell, Elizabeth Cleghorn (1810-1865) nee 
Stevenson, novelist.  

Evans, Marian [pseud. George Eliot] (1819–1880), 
novelist, was known under several names during her 
life: Mary Anne Evans (at birth), Mary Ann Evans 
(from 1837), Marian Evans (from 1851), Marian 
Evans Lewes (from 1854), and Mary Ann Cross 
(1880) 

Liggins, Joseph (c 1806–1872), literary impostor 

5 items 

Access: Open 

1859 

HM/350 Autograph letter, signed from [Elizabeth Cleghorn] 
Gaskell 

Writes of her holiday in Whitby; [Charles H.] 
Bracebridge; issue over the identity of George Eliot: 
Mary Ann Evans or [Joseph] Liggins. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

4 
November 
[1859] 

HM/351 Autograph letter, signed from [Elizabeth Cleghorn] 
Gaskell 

Letter thought to be to Maria Martineau as mentions 
her aunt [Harriet Martineau]. Discusses [Joseph] 
Liggins; Bracebridge; and the identity of the author 
[George Eliot]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

6 
December 
1859 

HM/352 Autograph letter, signed from [Elizabeth Cleghorn] 7 
December 
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Gaskell 

Discusses Bracebridge's letters; [Joseph] Liggins; 
the identity of the authorship of 'Adam Bede'; 
[George Eliot / Evans]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[1859] 

HM/353 Autograph letter, signed from [Elizabeth Cleghorn] 
Gaskell 

Discusses Bracebridge, and the identity of the 
authorship of '[Adam] Bede', and 'Scenes of Clerical 
Life' in detail: [George] Eliot / Evans, or [Joseph] 
Liggins. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[1859] 

HM/354 Part of Autograph letter, signed from [Elizabeth 
Cleghorn] Gaskell 

Concerns the identity of the authorship of 'Adam 
Bede' and Clerical Scenes ['Scenes of Clerical Life'], 
[George Eliot] / Evans; [Joseph] Liggins; 
Bracebridge. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1859 

HM/355-
359 

Correspondence from or concerning [William Ewart] 
Gladstone 

The letters in this section relate to the offer by 
Gladstone to award Harriet Martineau a Civil List 
Pension, justified by her literary distinctions.  Harriet 
declines the offer but was moved by Gladstone's 
kindness. 

Administrative history: Gladstone, William Ewart 
(1809-1898), statesman. Four times Liberal Prime 
Minister of Great Britain. 

5 items 

Access: Open 

1873 
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HM/355 Autograph letter, signed from [Ellen Martineau] 

Writes to Harriet Martineau about the letter from 
[William Ewart] Gladstone. 

The original paper catalogue stated this letter was 
from Ellen Martineau but the letter is simply signed 
'E'.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

[1873] 

HM/356-
357 

Copies of a letter from the Right Hon. [William Ewart] 
Gladstone to Rev James Martineau 

After having read Harriet Martineau's letter about the 
death of Mr Grote, Gladstone wondered if Harriet 
was living on 'restricted means' and makes an offer 
of a Civil List Pension, justified by her literary 
distinctions. 

There are two copies of this letter, but written in 
different hands.  

2 items 

Access: Open 

6 June 
1873 

HM/358 Copy of letter from Harriet Martineau to the Right 
Hon. [William Ewart] Gladstone  

Martineau thanks Gladstone for his kind offer of the 
Civil List Pension, but declines as she is sufficiently 
sound financially and writes 'there would be no 
excuse for my touching the public money'.  
Martineau also explains why she previously declined 
the pension offer years ago.    

1 item 

Access: Open 

8 June 
1873 

HM/359 Autograph letter, signed to Harriet Martineau from 
[William Ewart] Gladstone 

On headed 10 Downing Street notepaper.  Thanks 
Harriet for her letter, and whilst wishing she had 
accepted the pension, writes her refusal 'enhances 
the respect and regard felt for your character'.  

9 June 
1873 
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1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/360-
362 

Autograph letters, signed from John T. Gordon, 
Sheriff of Midlothian 

Letters to Martineau requesting a handwritten copy 
of the passage concerning his father in law, 
Christopher North, in Martineau's book 'Guide to the 
Lakes'.  The address on all the letters is 6 
Gloucester Place, Edinburgh.  

3 items 

Access: Open 

1859 

HM/360 Autograph letter, signed from John T. Gordon, 
Sheriff of Midlothian 

Gordon requests a handwritten copy of the passage 
concerning his father in law, Christopher North, in 
Martineau's book 'Guide to the Lakes'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

13 January 
1859 

HM/361 Autograph letter, signed from John T. Gordon, 
Sheriff of Midlothian 

[Letter written to Maria Martineau for Harriet].  
Discusses the paper and the size available [for the 
handwritten copy of the passage concerning 
Gordon's father in law, Christopher North, in Harriet 
Martineau's book 'Guide to the Lakes']. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

23 
February 
1859 

HM/362 Autograph letters, signed from John T. Gordon, 
[Sheriff of Midlothian] 

[Letter written to Maria Martineau for Harriet].  Sends 
thanks for the parcel [containing the handwritten 
copy of the passage concerning Gordon's father in 
law, Christopher North, in Harriet Martineau's book 
'Guide to the Lakes']. 

1 item 

10 March 
1859 
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Access: Open 

Physical description: The 'JLG' printed stag's head 
(as seen on HM/360 and HM/361) has been cut from 
the headed notepaper.  

HM/363-
365 

Autograph letters, signed from W. T. Greenhow 

Concerns the share and delay in the payment of 
money from Greenhow's aunt [Margaret] Rankin, 
following the sale of her property when she died.  
Letters are addressed to 'Aunt Harriet'. 

Administrative history: Harriet Martineau had a 
nephew called William Thomas Greenhow, 1831-
1921, the son of Harriet's sister Elizabeth, and her 
husband Thomas Michael Greenhow, so this could 
be the author of the letters. 

3 items 

Access: Open 

[1861] 

HM/363 Autograph letter, signed from W. T. Greenhow 

Concerns the share of money from Greenhow's aunt 
[Margaret] Rankin, following the sale of her property 
when she died. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

24 January 
[1861] 

HM/364 Autograph letter, signed from W. T. Greenhow 

Concerns the share and delay in the payment of 
money from Greenhow's aunt [Margaret] Rankin, 
following the sale of her property when she died; 
discusses Harriet Martineau's offer to give her share 
to Greenhow's cousin [Isabella Rankin]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

4 February 
1861 

HM/365 Autograph letter, signed from W. T. Greenhow 

Discusses the situation arising from the claims by 
Henry Rankin's sisters, and the share in the payment 
of money from Greenhow's aunt Margaret Rankin, 
following the sale of her property when she died. 

3 June 
[1861] 
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1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/366 Copy of letter, from Harriet Martineau to her nephew 
Henry [M. Greenhow]  

Sends good wishes to Henry and cousin Jessie, and 
a gift of an inkstand as a wedding gift which was 
chosen by Fanny; Harriet writes that she is 
interested in the lives of her nephews and nieces 
and would always welcome news from them; 
mentions Cousin Basil and her neighbour, Clara Fell. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

10 
September 
1871 

HM/367 Autograph letter, signed from Henry M. Greenhow to 
his aunt Harriet Martineau  

Written in reply to HM/366, Greenhow writes that he 
is happy but surprised to hear from Harriet after so 
many years and thought she did not consider him 
worthy of kind regards. 

   

On the back of Greenhow's letter is a copy of a letter 
from Harriet Martineau to Greenhow, 14 September 
1871.  Explains to Greenhow her feelings about him, 
the favour he asked of her, and why she refused.    

1 item 

Access: Open 

12 
September 
1871 

HM/368-
378 

Correspondence from [Rev Robert Perceval] Graves 

Many of the letters concern the Endowed Schools in 
Ireland, and the Royal Commission.  Key figures 
such as Graves' brother Rev Charles Graves; Lord 
Carlisle; Dr Hanock; and Stephens are mentioned.  
The address on the letters from [Robert Perceval] 
Graves to Martineau is 'Dovenest', although there is 
evidence to suggest it may have also been written at 
various times as Dove Nest.  

Administrative history: Graves, Rev Robert Perceval, 
1810-1893.  In guide books to the Lake District, Rev 
Graves was reported to have lived at Dove Nest. 

[1858] 
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11 items 

Access: Open 

Notes: See also HM/384. 

HM/368 Autograph letter, signed from [Robert Perceval] 
Graves  

Concerns publishing matters; Smith & Elder. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[1858?] 

HM/369 Autograph letter, signed from [Robert Perceval] 
Graves  

Concerns publishing matters; Smith & Elder. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[1858?] 

HM/370 Autograph letter, signed from [Robert Perceval] 
Graves 

Thanks Martineau for offering to introduce him to 
Lord Carlisle. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[1858?] 

HM/371 Autograph letter, signed from Robert Perceval 
Graves  

[Concerns the Endowed Schools in Ireland, and the 
Royal Commission].  Comments regard the 
expenses of the Commissioners stating that principal 
Commissioners, including Graves' brother [Rev 
Charles Graves] were unpaid for four years; 
Stephens' objections to the draft report sent to the 
Secretary of State, Sir George Gray.   

1 item 

Access: Open 

[1858?] 

HM/372 Autograph letter, signed from Robert Perceval 
Graves  

1858 
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Discusses Dr Hancock; the report; the Education 
Review article. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/373 Autograph letter, signed from [Robert Perceval] 
Graves 

Concerns Dr Hancock's address in Dublin. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1858 

HM/374 Autograph letter, signed from [Robert Perceval] 
Graves 

Discusses Mr Hutton; Dr Hancock; Robert Perceval 
Graves' brother Rev Charles Graves, his new 
address at Trinity College, Dublin, and his 
mathematical lectures; Education Review article.   

1 item 

Access: Open 

14 October 
[1858] 

HM/375 Autograph letter, signed from [Robert Perceval] 
Graves 

Informs Harriet Martineau his brother will look over 
the proof.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

1858 

HM/376 Autograph letter, signed from [Robert Perceval] 
Graves 

Discusses letters and books of W. Stephens; 
Athenaeum Review October 13 1849.  Letter 
includes additional handwritten notes in pencil on the 
back page. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1858 

HM/377 Autograph letter, signed from Robert Perceval 1858 
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Graves 

Visited Mrs Davy and showed her the circular, also 
to be shown to Sir John and Lady Richardson, and 
the Bishop of Oxford.   

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/378 Autograph letter, signed from Robert Perceval 
Graves 

Received a book containing articles about the 
Endowed Schools Com[mission] Report, taken from 
Irish newspapers. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

9 
September 
1858 

HM/379-
382 

Correspondence from Charles Graves 

Letters discuss his former work as a Royal 
Commissioner, and the situation regarding 
educational issues, particularly in Ireland. 

4 items 

Access: Open 

1858 

HM/379 Autograph letter to Robert [Perceval Graves] from 
his brother, [Charles Graves] 

The letter begins ''I have been for some time under 
the relentless rule of a wife who denies me the use 
of pen and ink, at least for letter writing…'', but 
Charles adds it is probably for the best as he is 
recovering from an illness; comments on excellent 
articles in the Daily News; the 'Great Education 
Problem'; gives an historical account of the 
educational system in Ireland; Parochial and 
Diocesan Schools; believes the name Diocesan 
Schools should be changed as ''If it were preserved 
not a single R[oman] C[athlolic] would even enter 
them''; [Harriet Martineau's] articles on [Endowed 
schools in Ireland] and the Report on them. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

20 
September 
1858 
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HM/380 Extracts from HM/379 

Written in a different hand to the original letter. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1858 

HM/381 Autograph letter to Robert [Perceval Graves] from 
his brother, Charles Graves 

Discusses his former position as a Royal 
Commissioner and how he had to follow set rules 
and established etiquette; reasons why he declined 
to write about Endowed Schools for the press, but 
why he now feels he was wrong to keep silent; 
English and Irish journalists; discusses the 
controversy between the majority of the 
Commissioners and W.S. [Stephens]; 
denominational schools; the makeup of the Board; 
Diocesan Schools; Royal Schools; Roman Catholic 
Schools; Dr William Neilson Hancock, Dublin. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

29 
September 
1858 

HM/382 Autograph letter to Robert [Perceval Graves] from 
[his brother, Charles Graves] 

Mentions Dr Hancok and Harriet Martineau's 
pamphlet; education.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

19 October 
1858 

HM/383 Autograph letter, signed from [Dr William] Neilson 
Hancock 

Hancock writes to Harriet Martineau saying he has 
read all of her articles 'with great pleasure'. Believes 
they contain a very clear review of the Report 'from 
the English Liberal point of view'. [Concerns the 
Endowed Schools in Ireland Report]. 

[The year date on the letter is not very clear. The 
original paper catalogue had the date as 1838, but 
given the content, it is perhaps more likely to be 
1858].    

25 October 
[1858?] 
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1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/384 Autograph letter, signed from [Rev] Robert Perceval 
Graves to Maria Martineau  

Death of Lord Elgin; Harriet Martineau's 'History of 
the Peace'; National system of education in Ireland; 
situation concerning Roman Catholic members on 
the Board; denominational school model. 

Arrangement: Although this letter is signed from 
Robert Perceval Graves, the original paper 
catalogue did not identify this letter as being from 
him, and it therefore was not included in the main 
sequence of Robert Perceval Graves's letters (see 
HM/368-378). 

1 item 

Access: Open 

18 
December 
1863 

HM/385-
404 

Correspondence with George Grote and Harriet 
Grote 

Letters mainly concerns Dr John Chapman and 
Harriet Martineau's involvement with the payment of 
the mortgage of the 'Westminster Review'.  

Administrative history: Grote, George (1794-1871), 
MP, historian.  He lived at 12 Savile Row, London 
(also spelt Saville Row on Grote's headed 
notepaper).  His first wife Selina Mary (Peckwell), 
was born 1794. George became a fellow of the 
Royal Society, Vice-Chancellor of the University of 
London, trustee of the British Museum and Member 
of Parliament for London. His reputation as an 
author is based chiefly on his twelve volume History 
of Greece. In 1820 he married Harriet Lewin, also a 
noted writer. [Information taken from The National 
Archives and the Westminster Abbey websites]. 

20 items 

Access: Open 

1858 

HM/385 Copy of letter from Harriet Martineau to Mr [George] 
Grote 

Concerns Dr [John] Chapman; payment of the 

2 April 
1858 
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mortgage of the 'Westminster Review', being 
mortgaged to Martineau for £500. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/386 Autograph letter, signed from George Grote 

Concerns Dr [John] Chapman; Harriet Martineau 
health; payment [of the mortgage of the 'Westminster 
Review']. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

3 April 
1858 

HM/387 Autograph letter, signed from George Grote 

Concerns the payment [of the mortgage of the 
'Westminster Review']; mentions Harriet Martineau's 
involvement with the Church Rate dispute in her 
parish.   

1 item 

Access: Open 

3 May 
1858 

HM/388 Autograph letter, signed from George Grote 

Concerns the payment [of the mortgage of the 
'Westminster Review']; mentions the health of Mrs 
[Harriet] Grote and that of Harriet Martineau. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

12 May 
1858 

HM/389 Autograph letter, signed from [Harriet] Grote to 
Harriet Martineau  

Discusses her health; women graduates; educational 
issues. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

23 May 
[1858?] 

HM/390 Autograph letter, signed from [Harriet Grote] to 
Harriet Martineau  

27 May 
[1858?] 
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Discusses health issues and diet's; photography. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/391 Autograph letter, signed from George Grote 

Concerns Dr John Chapman and the payment [of the 
mortgage of the 'Westminster Review'].  

1 item 

Access: Open 

29 May 
1858 

HM/392 Copy of letter from Samuel Courtauld to George 
Grote  

Concerns Dr [John] Chapman, the payment of the 
mortgage of the 'Westminster [Review]', and Harriet 
Martineau's involvement. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

7 June 
1858 

HM/393 Autograph letter, signed from George Grote 

Concerns Dr [John] Chapman's bond and [the 
payment of the mortgage of the 'Westminster 
Review]'; Hippisley's contribution; possible actions of 
Mr Courtauld, Chapman's creditor. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

2 June 
1858 

HM/394 Autograph letter, signed from George Grote 

Concerns the situation of Dr [John] Chapman's bond 
and [the payment of the mortgage of the 
'Westminster Review]'; Mr Hippisley; Mr Courtauld. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

4 June 
1858 

HM/395 Autograph letter, signed from [Harriet] Martineau to 
Mr [George] Grote 

Concerns the situation of Dr [John] Chapman's bond 
and the payment of the mortgage of the 

5 June 
1858 
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'Westminster Review'; Mr Courtauld. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/396 Autograph letter, signed from George Grote 

Concerns Mr Courtauld, Dr [John] Chapman and the 
payment of the mortgage of the 'Westminster 
Review'.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

7 June 
1858 

HM/397 Autograph letter, signed from George Grote 

Concerns Mr Courtauld and the situation of Dr [John] 
Chapman's bond and the payment of the mortgage 
of the 'Westminster Review'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

8 June 
1858 

HM/398 Autograph letter, signed from George Grote 

Concerns Mr Courtauld and the situation of Dr [John] 
Chapman's bond and the payment of the mortgage 
of the 'Westminster Review'; money paid through 
Richard Martineau [Harriet Martineau's cousin]; 
Harriet's health and her seizure.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

9 June 
1858 

HM/399 Autograph letter, signed from George Grote 

Discusses Dr [John] Chapman, and challenges 
Harriet Martineau's view of his conduct. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

11 June 
1858 

HM/400 Copy of letter from Harriet Martineau to Mr [George] 
Grote 

Discusses Dr [John] Chapman and his relations with 
Martineau and others in connection with the 

18 June 
1858 
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mortgage of the 'Westminster Review'; Martineau 
believes Chapman misled her. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/401 Autograph letter, signed from George Grote 

Discusses Dr [John] Chapman and his relations with 
Martineau and others in connection with the 
mortgage of the 'Westminster Review'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

22 June 
1858 

HM/402 Copy of letter from Harriet Martineau to Mr [George] 
Grote 

Discusses Dr [John] Chapman and his relations with 
Martineau and others in connection with the 
mortgage of the 'Westminster Review'; sets out the 
reasons why she believes she was misled by 
Chapman and how that has affected others; Mr 
Courtauld. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

23 June 
1858 

HM/403 Autograph letter, signed from George Grote 

Discusses Dr [John] Chapman and his dealings with 
Martineau and others in connection with the 
mortgage of the 'Westminster Review'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

24 June 
1858 

HM/404 Autograph letter, signed from George Grote 

Discusses matters in relation to Dr [John] Chapman 
and his dealings with Martineau and others in 
connection with the mortgage of the 'Westminster 
Review'; comment about Martineau's character; 
Martineau's autobiography. 

1 item 

26 June 
1858 
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Access: Open 

HM/405-
421 

Correspondence with Harriet Grote 

Letters mainly concerns Harriet Grote's publications; 
her husband George Grote; and her health.  

Administrative history: Grote, Harriet 1792-1878 (nee 
Lewin), biographer. Wife of George Grote (1794-
1871), MP, historian. 

17 items 

Access: Open 

1867-1875 

HM/405 Autograph letter, signed from [Harriet] Grote 

Concerns Grote's writings and her health; George 
Grote. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

2 February 
1867 

HM/406 Autograph letter, signed from [Harriet Grote] 

Describes her thoughts and feelings following the 
death of her husband [George Grote], and writes of 
her 'crushing sorrow'; plans for George Grote to be 
laid in Westminster Abbey on 24th; hopes George's 
brother, Joseph Grotes will help her with some of the 
remaining practicalities. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

22 June 
1871 

HM/407 Autograph letter, signed from [Harriet] Grote 

Details organising the affairs following the death of 
her husband [George Grote]; speaks of her sadness; 
his library to go to the University of London library, 
with another 100 or so books to the University 
College library; pleased to hear Harriet Martineau 
continues 'to exist' as 'one more intelligent 
contemporary bears me company'; publishing news. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

21 October 
1871 
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HM/408 Autograph letter, signed from [Harriet Grote] 

Discusses 'Natural Religion' [Jeremy Bentham’s 
'Analysis Of The Influence Of Natural Religion On 
The Temporal Happiness Of Mankind']; Bentham's 
papers bequeathed to Harriet Grote in his will in 
1832; Social Science meeting; London University 
matters; Public School supervision. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

Physical description: Certain words have been cut 
out from page three of the letter.  

30 October 
1871 

HM/409 Autograph letter, signed from [Harriet Grote] 

News of Harriet Grote's writings, her Molesworth 
biography [Sir William Molesworth]; University of 
London. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

4 
November 
1871 

HM/410 Autograph letter, signed from [Harriet Grote] 

News of Harriet Grote's writing; four volumes of 
Greek History; marble bust in [Westminster] Abbey 
[George Grote]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1 January 
1872 

HM/411 Autograph letter, signed from [Harriet Grote] 

[George Grote's] poetry written 1815-18181; books 
sent to the University of London; Harriet's writing; 
health of Harriet Grote and Harriet Martineau. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

17 May 
1872 

HM/412 Autograph letter, signed from [Harriet Grote] 

[George Grote's biography]. 

1 item 

16 August 
1872 
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Access: Open 

HM/413 Autograph letter, signed from [Harriet] Grote 

[George Grote's biography]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

10 May 
1873 

HM/414 Autograph letter, signed from [Harriet Grote] 

Thanks [Harriet Martineau] for sending a lock of hair 
and the book 'the Playfellows'; politics and the 
'Indian affairs'; comments about the weather. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

29 July 
1873 

HM/415 Autograph letter, signed from [Harriet Grote] 

Comments about the weather in Derbyshire and a 
tornado; [George] Grote biography; [J. S.] Mill; [W. 
E.] Gladstone. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

18 
December 
1873 

HM/416 Autograph letter, signed from [Harriet] Grote 

Reflections on John Mill, and the 'Spectator' paper. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1 February 
1874 

HM/417 Autograph letter, signed from [Harriet] Grote 

Discusses travel plans; politics and the Liberal Party; 
[J. S.] Mill. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

2 March 
1874 

HM/418 Autograph letter, signed from [Harriet] Grote 

Writes of her failing health. 

1 item 

7 
December 
1874 
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Access: Open 

HM/419 Autograph letter, signed from [Harriet] Grote 

Discusses her poor health; the 'Greville Memoirs' 
[Charles Cavendish Fulke Greville]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

19 April 
1875 

HM/420 Autograph letter, signed from [Harriet] Grote 

Concerns Lord Grey, the Poor Law and its 
mismanagement by the Board; discussions with the 
chairman of the Henley Board; boys aged 11 and 12 
employed in farm work. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

17 June 
[1875] 

HM/421 Autograph letter, signed from [Harriet] Grote 

Comments on J. S. Mill's 'Essays on Religion'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

14 
December 
1875 

HM/422 Autograph letter, signed from [George] Smith, [of 
Smith & Elder]  

About publishing some articles from the 'Daily News'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

13 October 
1858 

HM/423 Autograph letter, signed from A. V. Harcourt  

A moralising letter. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

4 January 
1856 

HM/424 Autograph letter, signed from Thomas Harrison  

On a legal matter. 

1 item 

2 April 
1859 
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Access: Open 

HM/425 Autograph letter, signed from Mrs Mary Herford  

Thanks Harriet for writing herself to decline the 
request [from the Women's Peace Society]. [In reply 
to HM/426]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

May 1873 

HM/426 Copy of letter from Harriet Martineau to Mrs [Mary] 
Herford 

Declines the request from the Women's Peace 
Society due to old age ill health, but expresses a 
'very sincere respect for, and sympathy in, the object 
of your association'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

May 1873 

HM/427 Autograph letter, signed from [Joseph] Heron, Town 
Clerk  

Letter praising Martineau's publication. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

13 
December 
1856 

HM/428-
441 

Autograph letters, signed from Sara Hennell 

Administrative history: Hennell, Sara Sophia (1812–
1899), author, the seventh and penultimate child of 
James Hennell (1782–1816), traveller and partner in 
the mercantile firm of Fazy & Co. (Manchester), and 
Elizabeth Marshall (1778–1858), of Loughborough, 
Leicestershire, was born on 23 November 1812 at 2 
St Thomas's Square, Hackney, Middlesex. Her 
sisters included Mary Hennell and Caroline Bray. On 
her father's death the family moved to 5 Pleasant 
Row, moving again in 1826 to 7 Hackney Terrace. 
The girls of this close-knit family, thought to have 
provided the original upon which the Meyrick family 
of George Eliot's Daniel Deronda (1876) was 
modelled, were educated at home where Sara 
learned German, Latin, music, and painting and 
drawing. The family worshipped at Robert Aspland's 
Unitarian congregation at Gravel Pit Chapel, 

1859-1860 
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Hackney, though Sara Hennell was to repudiate 
Unitarianism as taking too little account of the darker 
side of human nature.  

When her brother Charles Christian Hennell married 
‘Rufa’ Brabant in 1843 Sara Hennell and her mother 
moved to Clapton, near Hackney. In 1851 they 
moved to Ivy Cottage, St Nicholas Street, Coventry, 
next door to Rosehill, the home of her younger sister 
‘Cara’ and her husband, the freethinker Charles 
Bray. By 1855 she had become governess to 
Charles Bray's adopted, illegitimate daughter and 
her nephew, Frank Hennell. 

Information from Oxford DNB, from their website July 
2014. 

19 items 

Access: Open 

HM/428 Autograph letter, signed from Sara Hennell 

Concerns Hennell's difficulties in writing books; 
Herbert Spencer; positive philosophy: James 
Martineau; Unitarianism; H. G. Atkinson; phrenology; 
her sister Caroline. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

13 April 
1860 

HM/429 Letter from [Sara Hennell] 

Discusses H. G. Atkinson; her ideas of nature; 
positive philosophy; mesmerism; Darwin. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

24 June 
1860 

HM/430 Copy of part of a letter thought to be to Mrs 
[Caroline] Bray, [née Hennell] 

Concerns Mr Bracebridge's 'feelings towards my 
father's memory'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[19th 
century] 
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HM/431 Autograph letter, signed from Sara Hennell 

Thanks Harriet Martineau for involving herself with 
the Marian Evans [George Eliot] and Mr J. H. Liggins 
concerns over authorship, and for setting Mrs 
Gaskell right; discussion about 'Adam Bede' and 
'Scenes of Clerical Life'. 

Also contains three identical cuttings from the 
Coventry Herald regarding the authorship of 'Adam 
Bede'. 

4 items 

Access: Open 

26 October 
[1859] 

HM/432 Letter from [Sara Hennell] 

Details why Mary Ann [Evans] changed her name to 
Marian [known also as George Eliot]; Liggins and the 
issue of authorship. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

29 October 
1859 

HM/433 Letter from [Sara Hennell] 

Reports that Mrs Gaskell's letter 'has given us so 
much amusement'; comments that Marian's writing is 
'very unlike an ordinary woman's [Marian Evans, also 
known as Mary Ann, and George Eliot]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

31 October 
1859 

HM/434 Autograph letter, signed from Sara Hennell 

Mentions letters from Liggins and Bracebridge; Mrs 
Gaskell.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

10 
November 
1859 

HM/435 Autograph letter, signed from Sara Hennell 

Comments on Marian [Marian Evans, also known as 
Mary Ann, and George Eliot]; Bracebridge. 

27 
November 
1859 
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1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/436 Autograph letter, signed from Sara Hennell to Maria 
Martineau 

Writes if Bracebridge wants the truth [regarding the 
issue of authorship and George Eliot] he should 
force it out of Liggins; claims Mr Lewes had never 
seen Liggins. 

The letter was originally dated November 9, but a 
pencil annotation has changed this to December, as 
the follow up letter is thought to be HM/437 which 
was written a day later and dated December 10, and 
the letter is also accompanied by an envelope dated 
December 9. 

2 items 

Access: Open 

[9 
December 
1859] 

HM/437 Autograph letter, signed from Sara Hennell to Maria 
Martineau 

Clarifies the note written on the envelope in her 
previous letter (HM/436) about 'the white lie', 
[concerning the identity of George Eliot (Marian 
Evans, also known as Mary Ann)] and how Mr Lewes 
'took the lie upon himself'.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

10 
December 
1859 

HM/438 Part of a letter [from Sara Hennell?] 

Briefly mentions Mrs Gaskell; Liggins; Evans.  
[Regarding the Evans-Liggins matter [Miss Mary Ann 
Evans, George Eliot] concerning authorship]. 

Part of an envelope is included next to the letter in 
the fascicle, dated [18]59 addressed to Harriet 
Martineau with notes about Mr Lewes and Liggins. 

2 items 

Access: Open 

[1859] 

HM/439 Part of a letter [possibly from Harriet Martineau] [c 1859] 
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Regards a copy of a letter to Blackwood. States to 
the recipient if they are writing to Mrs Gaskell again, 
she could be informed of part of a letter from George 
Eliot which mentions Eliot is 'fond of Liggins, 
compared with Quirk'.  [Regarding the Evans-Liggins 
matter [Miss Mary Ann Evans, George Eliot] 
concerning authorship]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/440 Part of a letter, signed from Sara Hennell 

Re Christianity; sale of Hennell's pamphlets. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[c 1859] 

HM/441 Part of a letter, signed from Sara Hennell 

Discusses H. G. Atkinson; Positive Philosophy; 
Comte. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[1859 ?] 

HM/442 Autograph letter, signed from Francis Holl 

Regards engraving and printing work for Harriet 
Martineau. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

30 March 
1856 

HM/443 Autograph letter, signed from Francis Holl to Henry 
G. Atkinson 

Regards the location of the small engraving of Miss 
Martineau, other plates, and impressions taken from 
engravings. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

15 June 
1870 

HM/444-
446 

Correspondence involving Holt and Williams, 
publishers 

1872 
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Regards the final payment for sales of Martineau's 
'Biographical Sketches'. 

3 items 

Access: Open 

HM/444 Autograph letter, signed from Holt and Williams 

Regarding the low sales of Harriet Martineau's 
'Biographical Sketches', the desire to close the 
account, and information as to final payment.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

27 March 
1872 

HM/445 Autograph letter, signed from Sampson Low & Co.  

Regards the money sent from Holt and Williams as 
mentioned in HM/444. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

12 April 
1872 

HM/446 Copy of letter from Harriet Martineau to Holt and 
Williams 

Regards the final payment for sales of 'Biographical 
Sketches'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

13 April 
1872 

HM/447-
460 

Correspondence from and to Richard Henry Horne 

Letters mainly relate to Horne's work, which had a 
working title 'On the Education of Deformed 
Children'. 

Also includes a letter from Henry Hoare (HM/453) 
which may have been stuck into the fascicle and 
become part of this section by mistaking by someone 
originally reading the surname as Horne rather than 
Hoare. 

14 items 

Access: Open 

1844-1874 
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Related material: See connected letter at: 
HMLAdd/156 

HM/447 Letter from [Richard Henry] Horne 

Regards his work with a proposed title 'On the 
Education of Deformed Children'; reactions to the 
idea of this book; describes his own physical 
characteristics and his reasons for wanting to write 
the book. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

27 March 
1844 

HM/448 Letter from [Richard Henry] Horne 

Discusses his work and books for children, including 
religious children's book.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

6 April 
1844 

HM/449 Letter from [Richard Henry Horne] 

Thanks Martineau for her advice and assistance with 
his work; discusses options for publishers and 
suggests medical booksellers might not be the best 
option; evening at Carlyle's; Harriet Martineau's first 
meeting with Hunt. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

26 April 
1844 

HM/450 Letter from [Richard Henry Horne] 

Circular by [Charles] Knight on books he proposes to 
publish; the book on the education of 'deformed 
children'; [Edward] Moxon. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1 May 
1844 

HM/451 Letter from [Richard Henry] Horne 

Regards a note from Moxon; Charles Knight; Laura 
Bridgman. 

16 May 
1844 
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1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/452 Letter from [Richard Henry] Horne 

Returned Laura Bridgman's report to Knight; revising 
the 'New Spirit of the Age' for a second edition; 
Harriet Martineau's refusal of a pension; Deerbrook. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

3 June 
1844 

HM/453 Autograph letter, signed from Henry Hoare 

About Martineau's abridgement of Comte's [Positive 
Philosophy]; short essay for private circulation on the 
question of freewill and responsibility; moral religion 
and economy; Hoare's opinions of sociology. 

Arrangement: It is unclear why this letter from Hoare 
has been put with the section of letters from Richard 
Henry Horne. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

9 June 
1868 

HM/454 Letter from [Richard Henry] Horne 

Gratified to hear Martineau had attached her 
signature to the 'Memorial' and the only lady to do 
so; his poem 'The Great Peacemaker'; his lectures in 
Edinburgh; 'On the Education of Deformed Children'.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

4 March 
1872 

HM/455 Copy of a letter from Harriet Martineau to [Richard 
Henry] Horne 

Thanks Horne for letting her read his 'fine poem', 
'The Great Peacemakers'; Martineau's contributions 
to Horne's book about 'deformed children'.   

1 item 

Access: Open 

7 March 
1872 
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HM/456 Letter from [Richard Henry] Horne 

Regards the book 'On the Education of Deformed 
Children'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

27 March 
1872 

HM/457 Letter from [Richard Henry] Horne 

Regards the book ['On the Education of Deformed 
Children'], and discusses why his friend Dr J. E. 
Nield in Melbourne would be well placed to edit such 
a book. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

30 April 
1872 

HM/458 Letter from [Richard Henry] Horne 

Regards Maria Brook, an American poet. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

13 
September 
1872 

HM/459 Letter from [Richard Henry] Horne 

Discusses deformity and people with ''deformed 
bodies'' in literature. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

27 
November 
1872 

HM/460 Letter from [Richard Henry] Horne 

Regards his work on the education and training of 
children 'afflicted with deformity'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

30 Oct 
1874 

HM/461-
464 

Correspondence from Sydney Hunt  

Concerns [the sale of] Harriet Martineau's letters [to 
Hunt's father, Frederick Knight] Hunt, editor of the 
Daily News]. See also HM/465-469. 

1868-1869 
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4 items 

Access: Open 

HM/461 Letter from Sydney Hunt  

Apologies for not writing sooner, but he has been ill.  
Concerns letters [of Harriet Martineau's that were up 
for auction]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[1868] 

HM/462 Letter from Sydney Hunt 

Concerns letters [of Harriet Martineau's that were up 
for auction]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

22 April 
1868 

HM/463 Letter from Sydney Hunt 

States he doesn't have any letters from Harriet 
Martineau in his possession. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

22 June 
1868 

HM/464 Letter from Sydney Hunt 

Concerns letters of Harriet Martineau, and Hardy's 
part in the sale of possessions.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

19 January 
1869 

HM/465-
469 

Correspondence with Frederick Everard Hunt 

Concerns Harriet Martineau's displeasure at the sale 
of her letters originally written to Frederick's father 
[Frederick Knight Hunt].  See also HM/461-464. 
Frederick Everard Hunt's letters are usually signed 
'Fred' rather than Frederick. 

Harriet Martineau purchased her own letters at the 
auction, and these letters are probably those 

1868 



Harriet Martineau Papers 

 

122 
© Cadbury Research Library: Special Collections, University of Birmingham 

 

catalogued at HM/471-523. 

6 items 

Access: Open 

HM/465 Copy of letter from Harriet Martineau to [Frederick 
Everard] Hunt and Sydney Hunt 

About the sale at auction of letters from Martineau to 
Frederick's father [Frederick Knight Hunt]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

21 April 
1868 

HM/466 Letter from Fred [Frederick] Everard Hunt 

Informs Martineau he is unable to give her any 
explanation at present about the sale of her letters to 
his father; Hunt states he destroyed hundreds of his 
father's letters some months ago but has instructed 
his solicitor to look into the matter and to ascertain 
the name of the purchaser.   

Also includes a copy of a three letters (on one sheet 
of paper) between Harriet Martineau; Sydney Hunt; 
and Fred [Frederick] Everard Hunt, April 1868. 
Martineau claims to know the name of the purchaser 
but is still keen to know how the letters came to be 
sold. 

2 items 

Access: Open 

April 1868 

HM/467 Copy of letter from Harriet Martineau to [Frederick 
Everard] Hunt 

States she will not involve her solicitors in the matter 
concerning the sale of her letters to Hunt's parents if 
Hunt returns all letters written by Martineau. 
Martineau declared she purchased her own letters at 
the auction and wishes Hunt to reimburse her. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

4 May 
1868 

HM/468 Autograph letter, from Fred [Frederick] Everard Hunt 

Hunt states again that he knew nothing about the 

6 May 
1868 
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sale of Martineau's letters.  

Includes handwritten notes, which appear to be by 
Harriet Martineau, commenting unfavourably about 
Hunt's character. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/469 [Draft] letter from Harriet Martineau to [Frederick 
Everard] Hunt  

Written in reply to HM/468, concerning the sale of 
her letters. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

8 May 
1868 

HM/470 Manuscript list of works written by Harriet Martineau, 
1822-1834 

1 item 

Access: Open 

19th 
century 

HM/471-
523 

Autograph letters, signed from Harriet Martineau to 
[Frederick Knight] Hunt, [editor of the Daily News] 

This section contains letters written by Harriet 
Martineau to Mr Frederick Knight Hunt. Martineau 
writes to Hunt in his capacity as editor of the Daily 
News, but it is clear they also have a shared 
friendship, for as well as discussions about future 
articles Martineau planned to write, she discussed 
her holiday plans, politics, current events etc with 
him, and frequently invited him to her house in 
Ambleside. Most letters date 1852-1854, with two 
further letters sent to Mrs Hunt after Frederick Hunt's 
death in 1854.     

It is probably these letters are the ones purchased 
by Harriet Martineau herself when she found them 
for sale at auction (see HM/465-469). Martineau 
blamed Hunt's son, Frederick Everard Hunt, for 
selling her letters, but he denied knowledge of how 
they got to be part of the auction. 

Administrative history: Hunt, Frederick Knight (1814–
1854), journalist, was born at Horton, 
Buckinghamshire, on 3 April 1814, the eldest of six 

1852-1856 
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children of John Hunt, an artist, and his wife, Mary 
Ann. Having secured a literary engagement with a 
‘short-lived morning newspaper’, he found time to 
study medicine at the North London School of 
Medicine and on 13 November 1840 he became 
MRCS. In 1839 Hunt established the Medical Times, 
which was incorporated in January 1852 with the 
Medical Gazette. Threats of libel actions by medical 
figures after he took up the cause of the mesmerist 
John Elliotson forced him to sell up in 1841 and take 
a position as surgeon to a poor-law union in Norfolk. 
He returned to London after a year, and, while 
continuing to practise medicine, resumed his 
connection with the press and was briefly employed 
in the offices of the Anti-Corn Law League. He was 
successively sub-editor of the Illustrated London 
News, which he helped to launch in May 1842, and 
editor of the Pictorial Times. He edited the London 
Journal in 1844. 

On the establishment of the Daily News in 1846, he 
was selected by Dickens as one of the assistant 
editors, probably on the recommendation of Henry 
Vizetelly. In 1851 he was made chief editor of the 
Daily News, and under him the paper first became 
prosperous. He launched the journalistic career of 
Harriet Martineau. He was a contributor to 
Household Words during its first two years and in a 
letter to R. H. Horne in 1851 Dickens remarked that 
he had done the publication ‘very good service 
indeed’ (Lohrli, 319). Hunt died of typhus fever at his 
home in Forest Hill, London, on 18 November 1854, 
leaving a widow and four children, and was buried at 
Nunhead cemetery.  

Information taken from Oxford DNB. September 
2014. 

53 items 

Access: Open 

Notes: Few of Martineau's letters in this section have 
a year date. C. Robinson, Department of English, 
Pacific Lutheran University, USA, gave suggestions 
for year dates when research was carried out in 
October 1999, and these have been added to the 
catalogue entries in square brackets. 

HM/471 Letter from Harriet Martineau to [Frederick Knight] 17 May 
1852 
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Hunt  

Suggests subjects she could write articles about for 
the [Daily News]: emigration; American politics; 
slavery, Ireland and ''Irish matters''. Martineau gives 
her views about slavery and the ''negro wrongs and 
suffering'' as well as ''slavery of the whites''. A page 
of the letter is missing. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/472 Autograph letter, from Harriet Martineau to [Mrs 
Hunt]  

[Regards the death of Frederick Knight Hunt, who 
died 1854]; also mentions [her daughter] Milly. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

12 
December 
1855 

HM/473 Letter from Harriet Martineau to [Frederick Knight] 
Hunt  

Concerns the game laws; plight of the dressmakers 
and Queen [Victoria's] involvement; states she is 
waiting for Lord John's Education scheme; articles in 
the 'Leader'; Harriet mentions she has experience of 
being ''a poor needle woman'' when she, her mother 
and sister lost their money. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1 April 
[1853?] 

HM/474 Letter from Harriet Martineau to [Frederick Knight] 
Hunt  

About articles; hopes Lord Clarendon ''will step into 
the Foreign Office soon''. 

[Letter not dated, thought to be c December 1852]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[c 1852] 

HM/475 Letter from Harriet Martineau to [Frederick Knight] 
Hunt  

8 May 
[1853] 
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Mentions she is due to have a lesson on India, 
railways and cotton; the Kossuth meeting; and 
comments ''What a speech of Kossuth's!''. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/476 Letter from Harriet Martineau to [Frederick Knight] 
Hunt  

Writes of her trip in Southern Ireland. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[1852] 

HM/477 Letter from Harriet Martineau to [Frederick Knight] 
Hunt  

Mentions articles Harriet has written; arrangements 
for a visit by Hunt'; possible sale of a house to Hunt 
by Mr Bell. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

26 June 
[1853?] 

HM/478 Letter from Harriet Martineau to [Frederick Knight] 
Hunt  

W. R. Greg's articles; Harriet's views and those of 
[Charles] Dickens on honouring English authors with 
'titles'; comments about the suggestion she should 
have a peerage and £1000 a year; agricultural 
interest; comments about how Greg changes when 
his wife suffers from periods of mental illness. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

20 January 
[1853] 

HM/479 Letter from Harriet Martineau to [Frederick Knight] 
Hunt 

Explains she cannot visit Austria or Russia as she 
would be refused entrance; article re India and 
research about the Wellesley's; money from Mr 
Lincoln. 

1 item 

17 May 
[1853] 
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Access: Open 

HM/480 Letter from Harriet Martineau to [Frederick Knight] 
Hunt 

Discusses finances, Mr Lincoln and the D[aily] 
N[ews]; articles; Arnold's letters.. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

6 June 
[1854] 

HM/481 Letter from Harriet Martineau to [Frederick Knight] 
Hunt 

Writes of family and health matters; plans to visit 
London; Windermere drowning of two men; news 
from Newcastle from her brother-in-law and nephew 
working as surgeons;  and water treatment and 
chloroform; hydropathic treatment; article on peat 
charcoal in connection with cholera; chickens, cows 
and crops.   

1 item 

Access: Open 

[September 
1853?] 

HM/482 Letter from Harriet Martineau to [Frederick Knight 
Hunt] 

About an article regarding the Bouner's Fields affair. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[c early 
1850s]  

HM/483 Letter from Harriet Martineau to [Frederick Knight] 
Hunt 

Glad Hunt liked the Wilson memoir article; Lockhart's 
memoir; article on Croker; [Joseph] Mazzini. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[April 1854] 

HM/484 Letter from Harriet Martineau to [Frederick Knight] 
Hunt 

Article on Russian prisoners. 

[April 1854] 
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1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/485 Letter from Harriet Martineau to [Frederick Knight] 
Hunt 

Politics; Kossuth in America; articles; Lord John's 
education measure. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[March 
1853] 

HM/486 Letter from Harriet Martineau to [Frederick Knight] 
Hunt 

Articles on the slave-hunt, and country justices, with 
names of the 'sinners'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[c early 
1850s] 

HM/487 Letter from Harriet Martineau to [Frederick Knight] 
Hunt 

The difference between [Matthew] Arnold and [W.] 
Arnold. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[c 
September 
1853] 

HM/488 Letter from Harriet Martineau to [Frederick Knight] 
Hunt 

Articles; Captain Payn's views on the press. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[c 1854] 

HM/489 Letter from [Harriet Martineau] to [Frederick Knight] 
Hunt 

Discusses W. Arnold. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[1853] 

HM/490 Letter from Harriet Martineau to [Frederick Knight] [c 1850s] 
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Hunt 

Article on guns; Harriet comments she will write a 
memoir for the Duchess of Gloucester as she 
believes the Duchess ''is going to die''; details of 
Martineau's house available for rent over the 
summer. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/491 Letter from Harriet Martineau to [Frederick Knight] 
Hunt 

Free trade in the Jamaica case; article in the Leader 
about Brazil; articles on America; Elliot Cresson and 
Gurley.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

24 October 
[1853] 

HM/492 Letter from Harriet Martineau to [Frederick Knight 
Hunt] 

Martineau asks Hunt if they can meet to clarify what 
articles Hunt requires for his newspaper as 
Martineau's aren't being used; wishes to see the 
Chadwick's to learn about sanitary matters. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

25 June 
[1852?] 

HM/493 Letter from Harriet Martineau to [Frederick Knight] 
Hunt 

Concerns an article on Daniel Webster following his 
death. [Webster, Daniel (1782-1852) American 
Lawyer and Statesman].  

1 item 

Access: Open 

11 
November 
[1852] 

HM/494 Letter from Harriet Martineau to [Frederick Knight] 
Hunt 

Comments about the Misses Berry; Samuel Rogers; 
Disraeli; Lord Dudley. 

25 
November 
[1852] 
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1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/495 Letter from Harriet Martineau to [Frederick Knight] 
Hunt 

Discusses articles she may write. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[c 
November 
1853] 

HM/496 Letter from Harriet Martineau [to Mrs Hunt ?]  

Sends condolences regarding Milly's illness; 
discusses in detail her own health and attitude to 
dying; Martineau believes her death will come soon. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

15 
February 
[1856?] 

HM/497 Letter from Harriet Martineau to [Frederick Knight] 
Hunt 

Martineau's health; articles she plans to write; Lord 
Murray; health and progress of Martineau's patient. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

2 May 
[1854] 

HM/498 Letter from Harriet Martineau to [Frederick Knight] 
Hunt 

About Colonel Radice, a Piedmontese refugee of 
1822. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[c 1850s] 

HM/499 Letter from Harriet Martineau to [Frederick Knight] 
Hunt 

Visit from Sir J. K. Shuttleworth; education; Lord 
John's speech; Scotland; plans to write an Irish 
article.  

1 item 

[c 1850s?] 
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Access: Open 

HM/500 Letter from Harriet Martineau to [Frederick Knight] 
Hunt 

Discusses her financial situation and questions how 
many articles she should write each week; work on 
the [translation of Comte's Positive Philosophy].  

1 item 

Access: Open 

1 July 
[1853] 

HM/501 Letter from Harriet Martineau to [Frederick Knight] 
Hunt 

Concerns cheese and how little the labouring 
classes eat; comments about the good weather and 
its benefits to crops and fruit. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

22 May 
[1853] 

HM/502 Letter from Harriet Martineau to [Frederick Knight] 
Hunt 

Article on Pereira.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

[c 1852-
1853] 

HM/503 Letter from [Harriet Martineau] to [Frederick Knight] 
Hunt 

Lists articles she has sent; discusses political 
situations in Austria, Russia and America. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[c May 
1854?] 

HM/504 Letter from Harriet Martineau to [Frederick Knight] 
Hunt 

Discusses an article she wishes to write; sales of 
Martineau's book 'Eastern Life'. 

1 item 

[c 1850s] 
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Access: Open 

HM/505 Letter from Harriet Martineau to [Frederick Knight] 
Hunt 

Mentions 'Jamaica men' and Joseph Yates; politics.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

[c 1852?] 

HM/506 Letter from Harriet Martineau to [Frederick Knight] 
Hunt 

Disraeli's speech, tax, the budget, and other policies; 
informs Hunt ''I keep up with the wise men of Ireland, 
and i can always know what they are thinking''; 
thoughts on slavery.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

[December 
1852] 

HM/507 Letter from Harriet Martineau to [Frederick Knight] 
Hunt 

Briefly mentions articles she plans to write. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[January 
1853] 

HM/508 Letter from Harriet Martineau to [Frederick Knight] 
Hunt 

Concerns articles she plans to write; states she has 
written Mr Hume's memoir as he is ill: ''all illness 
being serious at his age''; actions of a magistrate 
(Berkshire). 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[March 
1853] 

HM/509 Letter from Harriet Martineau to [Frederick Knight] 
Hunt 

Irish affairs; Dublin; capital punishment and the 
power of the priests in Ireland. 

1 item 

12 January 
[1853] 
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Access: Open 

HM/510 Letter from Harriet Martineau to [Frederick Knight] 
Hunt 

Irish affairs; Napier's removal; Molesworth; [William] 
Arnold. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

6 January 
[1853] 

HM/511 Letter from Harriet Martineau to [Frederick Knight 
Hunt] 

Thanks Hunt for giving her the opportunity to write 
articles for him; discusses articles she plans to write 
about; Lady Dowling; Edward Baring.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

6 June 
[1852] 

HM/512 Letter from Harriet Martineau to [Frederick Knight 
Hunt] 

Enquires about her payment; asks for guidance as to 
future articles. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

13 July 
[1852] 

HM/513 Letter from Harriet Martineau to [Frederick Knight] 
Hunt 

Discusses articles; digger; invites Hunt to her house.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

9 June 
[1853?] 

HM/514 Letter from Harriet Martineau to [Frederick Knight] 
Hunt 

Articles; Hunt's involvement with buying a house; 
Martineau's heath; work on the translation of 
Comte's [Positive Philosophy]; William Arnold. 

1 item 

20 
September 
[1853?] 
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Access: Open 

HM/515 Letter from Harriet Martineau to [Frederick Knight] 
Hunt 

Lord and Lady Franklin; articles for the [Daily News]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[c 1850s?] 

HM/516 Letter from Harriet Martineau to [Frederick Knight] 
Hunt 

Articles; sets of costings for her novels 'The Hour 
and the Man', and 'Deerbrook'; discusses [William] 
Arnold's work, including 'Oakfields'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

12 October 
[1853?] 

HM/517 Letter from Harriet Martineau to [Frederick Knight 
Hunt] 

Mentions a visit to a nunnery during her visit to 
Ireland; Catholic priests; politics.   

1 item 

Access: Open 

[1852] 

HM/518 Letter from [Harriet Martineau] to [Frederick Knight] 
Hunt 

Dr Howe's report; the census report; description of 
houses at Ambleside suitable for Hunt. 

There is a page missing from this letter. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[June 
1853?] 

HM/519 Letter from Harriet Martineau to [Frederick Knight] 
Hunt 

Discusses Gervinus' trial; Comte. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[c January 
1853] 
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HM/520 Letter from Harriet Martineau to [Frederick Knight] 
Hunt 

Discusses her finances with Hunt, and requests a 
future sum of £10 a year for each year she has 
worked for the [Daily] News starting in 1859; writes 
she has ''genuine pleasure'' in working for [Daily] 
News and for Hunt. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

19 June 
[1853?] 

HM/521 Letter from Harriet Martineau to [Frederick Knight] 
Hunt 

Writes of the invite to America; discusses articles 
she plans to send. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

17 
November 
[1852] 

HM/522 Letter from [Harriet Martineau] to [Frederick Knight] 
Hunt 

Pleased the [Daily News] printed an obituary on Lord 
Anglesey before The Times; asks to be kept 
informed by telegraph when ''any great one is dying''; 
Catherine Crowe and Elliotson. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[1854] 

HM/523 Letter from Harriet Martineau to [Frederick Knight] 
Hunt 

Asks for guidance regarding articles to be written; 
Gervinus and his trial; wages rise in Ireland; says 
how much she enjoys working for the [Daily] News; 
invites Hunt to stay; plans for summer travels. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

28 April 
[1853] 

HM/524 Letter from the Commissioners of the Education / 
Ireland Education Office, Dublin  

Thanks Martineau for permission to use an extract 
from her book 'Eastern Life, Present and Past' in the 

30 April 
1867 
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new edition of the Irish Lesson books. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/525 Autograph letter, signed from Pilkington Jackson  

Discusses the issue of soldiers' homes and the 
army; compares Martineau to [Florence] Nightingale. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

29 January 
1863 

HM/526 Autograph letter, signed from Robert Jefferson  

Concerns the application for one of Harriet 
Martineau's cottages on behalf of Sergeant Major 
Cragg. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

5 April 
1862 

HM/527-
534 

Correspondence mainly to and from Barry Knight 

Concerning books to be ordered for Mrs Chapman in 
America. Includes correspondence with publishers to 
source books that are out of print. 

10 items 

Access: Open 

1868 

HM/527 Autograph letter, signed from Barry Knight 

About books to be ordered for Mrs Chapman; 
editions of 'Political Economy'.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

22 April 
1868 

HM/528 Autograph letter, signed from Barry Knight 

Provides an update on the progress to source books 
for [Mrs Chapman]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

10 May 
1868 



Harriet Martineau Papers 

 

137 
© Cadbury Research Library: Special Collections, University of Birmingham 

 

HM/529 Autograph letter, signed from Edward Moxon & Co to 
George Short  

Writes Martineau's book 'Eastern Life' has been out 
of print for a number of years. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

12 May 
1868 

HM/530 Harriet Martineau's bill from Knight and Co, 
publishers to the Poor Law Board   

For books supplied, and binding work.  

Includes two lists of books with prices, however, it is 
not clear if these lists were originally with HM/530, or 
whether they were with HM/531-HM/532.3 items 

Access: Open 

4 August 
1868 

HM/531 Autograph letter, signed from Barry Knight 

Provides an update on the progress to source 
specified books [for Chapman]. 

See HM/530 for lists of books. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

31 May 
1868 

HM/532 Autograph letter, signed from Barry Knight 

Provides an update on the progress to source 
specified books [for Chapman], and costs of binding.  

See HM/530 for lists of books.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

3 June 
1868 

HM/533 Autograph letter, signed from George Routledge & 
Sons to Barry Knight 

Regards the books for Chapman to be sent to New 
York. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

4 August 
1868 
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HM/534 Autograph letter, signed from Barry Knight 

Regards the books for Chapman [sent to New York]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

5 August 
1868 

HM/535 Autograph letter, signed from George Clowes to 
Barry Knight 

Concerns stereo plates and copyright of 'The Billow 
and the Rock'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

6 February 
1874 

HM/536 Autograph letter, signed from Charles Knight, 
[publisher]  

Discusses [Samuel] Lucas and 'Once Week'; 
connection between Charles Dickens and Bradbury 
Evans; Dickens' 'All the Year Round'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

31 May 
1859 

HM/537 Autograph letter, signed from Charles Knight 

Mentions his friends Lucas and [F. W.?] Evans; 
[James Anthony ?] Froude. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

17 
September 
1860 

HM/538 Autograph letter, signed from Angelika von 
Lagerstrom  

Discusses plans to write biographical sketches of 
famous British women so they can be better known 
in Germany; translated information about Florence 
Nightingale; wants to write about Harriet Martineau 
and include more information than found in 'Woman 
of the Time' and asks Martineau if anything else has 
been written about her; asks Martineau if any of her 
books have been translated into German. 

1 item 

28 January 
1861 
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Access: Open 

HM/539-
554 

Autograph letters, signed from [Peter Mere] Latham 

Latham was Harriet Martineau's physician, and the 
letters in this section relate to Harriet's health issues.  
Various treatments and prescriptions are discussed, 
with the use and dosage of opium in particular.  

See also HM/566. 

16 items 

Access: Open 

Creator name: Latham, Peter Mere (1789-1875), 
physician 

1855-1857 

HM/539 Letter from [Peter Mere] Latham 

Discusses in detail the prescription for Harriet 
Martineau's medical condition. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

12 January 
1855 

HM/540 Letter from [Peter Mere] Latham 

Asks to see Martineau before he continues further 
with her medical treatment; tells Martineau to see Mr 
Shepherd daily so he can monitor her health.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

18 January 
1855 

HM/541 Letter from [Peter Mere] Latham 

Writes that is it possible the opiates may be guilt of 
producing the pain in Martineau's head and 
describes how opium has side effects, suggests she 
reduces the dose; states he has no object to 'the 
Blister'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

20 
February 
1855 

HM/542 Letter from [Peter Mere] Latham 

Writes he has reports from Mr Shepherd and Mr 

29 March 
1855 
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Atkinson about Martineau's health; believes the 
summer months will bring relief for Martineau.   

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/543 Letter from [Peter Mere] Latham 

Writes to Harriet Martineau about her pain, suggests 
it is neuralgic; offers Martineau a prescription for her 
'limb'; management of her opiate remedy. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

16 April 
1855 

HM/544 Letter from [Peter Mere] Latham 

Asks Martineau if her niece could send a repeat of 
her letter to him.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

21 May 
1855 

HM/545 Letter from [Peter Mere] Latham to Maria Martineau 

Writes about treatment prescribed for her aunt, 
Harriet Martineau, using steel-drops with a view to 
sustaining her weak heart, informs Martineau to 
reduce the dosage if it 'offends the stomach', but 
otherwise 'let the dose be increased by one each 
day'; continue with the use of the Battley treatment. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

Related material: See HM/566 prescription issued to 
Harriet Martineau by Latham.  

25 May 
1855 

HM/546 Letter from [Peter Mere] Latham to [Maria] Martineau 

Recommends her aunt, Harriet Martineau, gives up 
her course of the steel [steel drops] and instead 
states for her to continue with the use of opium; 
writes about the use of Battley as a treatment with 
the aim 'of giving a more constant support to the 
heart'. 

15 June 
1855 
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1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/547 Letter from [Peter Mere] Latham 

Concerns Harriet Martineau's health, and her 
medical treatment of the use of opium. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

9 August 
1855 

HM/548 Letter from [Peter Mere] Latham 

Concerns the enlargement of Harriet Martineau's 
abdomen and discusses an earlier examination 
whereby he had though it was a tumour. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

11 August 
1855 

HM/549 Letter from [Peter Mere] Latham to Maria Martineau 

Thanks Maria for her letter about the health of her 
aunt, Harriet Martineau; discusses Harriet's health, 
and her ongoing use of opium.   

1 item 

Access: Open 

17 
November 
1855 

HM/550 Letter from [Peter Mere] Latham to Maria Martineau 

Concerns the health of her aunt, Harriet Martineau.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

19 
February 
1856 

HM/551 Letter from [Peter Mere] Latham to Maria Martineau 

Concerns the health of her aunt, Harriet Martineau; 
writes that Harriet can increase the dose of opiate. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

12 May 
1856 

HM/552 Letter from [Peter Mere] Latham to Maria Martineau 

Asks Maria to thank her aunt, Harriet Martineau, for 

26 July 
1856 
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sending the pamphlet; writes he will be pleased to 
have a summing up of American affairs; discusses 
Harriet's dosage of opiates and Battley.    

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/553 Letter from [Peter Mere] Latham to Maria Martineau 

Concerns the health of her aunt, Harriet Martineau; 
benefits of Harriet's new diet, and an increase in the 
drinking of beef tea. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

22 April 
1857 

HM/554 Letter from [Peter Mere] Latham  

Thanks Martineau for her book on India; Mrs 
Crosthwaite; Martineau's health and diet.  Includes a 
note at the end of the letter in Harriet Martineau's 
writing commenting on Latham's remark on her 
weakness. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1 
December 
1857 

HM/555 Autograph letter, signed from Edward Lear  

Discusses his illness; mentions a child's book and 
asks if Martineau wrote it; writes he wishes he had 
known Martineau longer; reflects on his life; his time 
in Madeira; Martineau's health and her 
autobiography. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

4 October 
1855 

HM/556 Autograph letter, signed from Edward Lear 

Lear writes that he feels better after a visit to the Isle 
of Wight to see Alfred Tennyson; likes the Starbook 
and apologies for keeping it so long, explains it is 
due to the wood cut and the difficulties he is having 
with making the image due to his eyesight; discusses 
his illness; Madeira and Corfu. 

27 October 
1855 
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1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/557-
559 

3 newscuttings about the children's book 'The 
Playfellow', by Harriet Martineau 

Reprinted by Routledge and Sons.  Includes the 
stories 'Feats on the Fiord'; 'The Prince and the 
Peasant'; 'The Settlers at Home', and 'The Crofton 
Boys'. One cutting has been dated December 21st 
[18]72, the others are not dated.     

3 items 

Access: Open 

1872 

HM/560 Letter printed in 'The Critic' newspaper from Harriet 
Martineau  

Concerns Charles Dickens and 'Household Words'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

9 April 
1859 

HM/561 Autograph letter, signed from Leypoldt & Holt, 
Publishers  

Sends statement of account for 'Biographical 
Sketches'; states they would be happy to be 
Martineau's American publishers for her 
autobiography. Statement of account and envelope 
care is included. 

3 items  

Access: Open 

2 August 
1869 

HM/562 Draft letter from Harriet Martineau to Leypoldt & Holt 
[Publishers]  

Thanks them for the statement of account; concerns 
over the suggestion her autobiography should be 
published before her death; sets out her wishes for 
the future publication of her autobiography; thanks 
the publishers for sending newscuttings about her 
and her work, but finds many inaccuracies in them, 
and she writes about one of them: ''as to the music 
teaching, it is an odd vocation to invent for me, as i 
have been deaf from infancy. These things are of no 
great consequence, however, and the spirit of almost 

25 August 
1869 
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every one of the articles is extremely kind and 
liberal''.       

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/563 Autograph letter, signed from H. J. Lincoln of the 
'Daily News' Office  

Concerns financial matters. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

4 
September 
1860 

HM/564 Autograph letter, signed from E. Littré  

Regards Auguste Comte's letters and biography. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

Language: French 

22 January 
1862 

HM/565 Copy of a letter from Harriet Martineau to Miss Lloyd  

Martineau asks Lloyd if she remembers her as a 
child; writes of her heart disease; interested in the 
elections under the Pargeter Trust, and sends a 
donation. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

28 May 
1868 

HM/566 Prescription for Harriet Martineau by [Peter Mere 
Latham] 

1 item 

Access: Open 

Related material: See HM/545 letter dated 25 May 
1855, and HM/539-554. 

25 May 
1855 

HM/567-
608 

Correspondence mainly with Samuel Lucas, of 'Once 
a Week' 

Most of the letters in this section concern articles for 
'Once a Week'. Some letters from Lucas are on 

1859-1864 
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headed notepaper from the 'Once a Week' office, 
Fleet Street, London. 

42 items 

Access: Open 

HM/567 Autograph letter, signed from C. D. Yonge to Lucas  

Writes of Mr and Mrs Greenhow. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[1860] 

HM/568 Autograph letter, signed from [Samuel] Lucas to 
Charles Knight  

Raises the possibility of Harriet Martineau writing for 
'Once a Week'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

20 May 
1859 

HM/569 Autograph letter, signed from Samuel Lucas 

Discusses the types of articles Martineau may wish 
to write for 'Once a Week', but will trust Martineau's 
discretion as to what she submits. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

2 June 
1859 

HM/570 Autograph letter, signed from Samuel Lucas 

Discusses articles Martineau plans to write for 'Once 
a Week'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

8 June 
1859 

HM/571 Autograph letter, signed from Samuel Lucas 

Regards articles for 'Once a Week', and help from 
Alfred Tennyson. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

27 June 
1859 
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HM/572 Autograph letter, signed from Samuel Lucas 

Regards articles for 'Once a Week'; Charlotte Bronte. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

5 July 1859 

HM/573 Autograph letter, signed from Samuel Lucas 

Regards articles for 'Once a Week', and writing for 
'Household Words', 'The Times' and 'Daily News'.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

22 July 
1859 

HM/574 Autograph letter, signed from Samuel Lucas 

Martineau's article 'School for life and death' for 
'Once a Week'; public schools. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

9 
September 
1859 

HM/575 Autograph letter, signed from Samuel Lucas 

Regards articles [for 'Once a Week']. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

13 October 
1859 

HM/576 Autograph letter, signed from Samuel Lucas 

Discusses the issue of Martineau writing for another 
magazine. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

17 October 
1859 

HM/577 Autograph letter, signed from Samuel Lucas 

Discusses Martineau's contributions to articles for 
'Once a Week'; describes Martineau as ''one of 
England's greatest citizens''; funeral of Robert 
Stephenson; due to meet Charles Sumner. 

1 item 

21 October 
1859 



Harriet Martineau Papers 

 

147 
© Cadbury Research Library: Special Collections, University of Birmingham 

 

Access: Open 

HM/578 Autograph letter, signed from [Maria Martineau] to 
Harriet Martineau 

Writes about her meeting with [Samuel] Lucas, and 
their lengthy discussions about Harriet Martineau's 
articles [for 'Once a Week'] including the 'Sanitary 
Series'. Mentions Lucas' Jewish extraction. Envelope 
included.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

30 October 
1859 

HM/579 Autograph letter, signed from Samuel Lucas 

Sends Martineau a proof of 'The Pope in a Crisis' 
and discusses the issues involved. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

20 January 
1860 

HM/580 Autograph letter, signed from Samuel Lucas 

Discusses writing an article for the Quarterly 
[Review]; the ladies reading room. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

23 January 
1860 

HM/581 Autograph letter, signed from Samuel Lucas 

Mentions he has seen John Murray who will write to 
Elwin [Reverend Whitwell Elwin], provides his 
address at Booton Rectory, Norfolk should Martineau 
also wish to write to Elwin. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

26 January 
1860 

HM/582 Autograph letter, signed from Samuel Lucas 

Articles for ['Once a Week']; hopes to have his first 
full week off in three years. 

1 item 

5 March 
1860 
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Access: Open 

HM/583 Autograph letter, signed from Samuel Lucas  

Concerns the subject of Historiettes. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1 
September 
1860 

HM/584 Autograph letter, signed from Samuel Lucas  

Wedding of the Comte de Paris; inquest and death 
of Mrs Greenhow. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

4 October 
1864 

HM/585 Autograph letter, signed from Samuel Lucas 

Articles for 'Once a Week'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

2 March 
1861 

HM/586 Autograph letter, signed from Samuel Lucas  

Articles for publication; Martineau's memoir of Lady 
Byron. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

7 March 
1861 

HM/587 Autograph letter, signed from [Samuel] Lucas 

Articles for publication; suggests authors possibly 
behind articles in the Edinburgh; 'Last Week'.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

4 May 
1861 

HM/588 Autograph letter, signed from Samuel Lucas 

'The Last Week'; articles. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1 June 
1861 
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HM/589 Autograph letter, signed from Samuel Lucas 

Offers a change of opinion on the subject of the 'Last 
Week'; articles on American and European political 
and social questions. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

8 June 
1861 

HM/590 Autograph letter, signed from [Samuel] Lucas 

Discusses 'Last Week' and what could replace it. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

13 June 
1861 

HM/591 Autograph letter, signed from [Samuel] Lucas 

Writes of his trip to Normandy; discusses articles. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

26 June 
1861 

HM/592 Autograph letter, signed from [Samuel] Lucas 

Discusses John Bright and Lord Denby's 
announcement to the Lords that the Queen would 
not accept him as a member of her cabinet; articles. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

13 
November 
1861 

HM/593 Autograph letter, signed from [Samuel] Lucas 

Articles for 'Once a Week'; describes the difficulties 
he faces as editor. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1 
December 
1861 

HM/594 Autograph letter, signed from [Samuel] Lucas 

Comments on various articles, including one on 
slavery; Sister Anna; author of East Lynne; [William 
Makepeace] Thackeray resigning as editor of the 
'Cornhill Magazine'; Charles Knight.   

20 March 
1862 
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1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/595 Autograph letter, signed from [Samuel] Lucas 

Articles; Williams' illustrations; Historiette.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

3 April 
1862 

HM/596 Autograph letter, signed from [Samuel] Lucas 

Historiettes with Williams' illustrations; comparisons 
between Paris and London.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

24 July 
1862 

HM/597 Autograph letter, signed from Samuel Lucas 

Discusses Mrs [Henry] Wood; East Lynne.  Includes 
a quote, written in a different hand to Lucas, taken 
from Craik's 'History of English Language and 
Literature'. 

  

The top half of the first page of Lucas' letter has 
been cut away and is missing. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

October 
1862 

HM/598 Autograph letter, signed from [Samuel] Lucas 

Discusses articles. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

23 
December 
1862 

HM/599 Autograph letter, signed from [Samuel] Lucas 

Discusses articles. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

9 April 
1863 
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HM/600 Autograph letter, signed from [Samuel] Lucas 

Discusses articles, and the delay in getting 
illustrations. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

5 June 
1863 

HM/601 Autograph letter, signed from Samuel Lucas 

Discusses articles; Charles Knight. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

6 October 
1863 

HM/602 Autograph letter, signed from [Samuel] Lucas 

Articles; illustrations for 'Son Christopher'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

13 
November 
1863 

HM/603 Autograph letter, signed from [Samuel] Lucas 

Articles; illustrations; [death of Lord] Elgin and 
probable replacement in India by Sir John Lawrence.    

1 item 

Access: Open 

29 
November 
1863 

HM/604 Autograph letter, signed from Samuel Lucas 

Re articles. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

22 
December 
1863 

HM/605 Autograph letter, signed from [Samuel] Lucas 

Regards articles; Martineau's Historiette; news of a 
cruise.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

29 March 
1864 

HM/606 Autograph letter, signed from Samuel Lucas 27 May 
1864 
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Thanks Martineau for her notes on 'Son Christopher'; 
publishing matters; articles; discusses his marriage 
and his mother. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/607 Autograph letter, signed from [Samuel] Lucas 

Mentions a property sale.   

1 item 

Access: Open 

30 July 
1864 

HM/608 Autograph letter, signed from Samuel Lucas 

Informs Martineau of his addresses over the 
forthcoming months; Historiette; hopes to visit 
Martineau; death of Lucas' brother; water treatments; 
articles.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

27 August 
1864 

HM/609 Autograph letter, signed from E. Walford to Harriet 
Martineau  

About the demise of 'Once a Week' and its uncertain 
future. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

9 March 
1865 

HM/610 Draft letter from [Maria Martineau] to an unknown 
lady 

Writes about Margaret Fuller. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

3 May 
1870 

HM/611-
622 

Autograph letters, signed from Alexander Macmillan, 
publisher 

Letters discuss printing and publication matters, 
mainly connected to Martineau's 'Biographical 
Sketches', but also Martineau's 'Letter to the Deaf', 

1868-1870 
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and Harriet Beecher Stowe's book on Lady Byron.  

Letters are on headed notepaper: Macmillan and 
Co., publishers to the University of Oxford, 16 
Bedford Street, Covent Garden, London. Letters 
signed in the form of Alex or A. Macmillan, rather 
than Alexander. 

12 items 

Access: Open 

HM/611 Letter from [Alex] Macmillan, Macmillan & Co. 

Discusses details for the publishing of ['Biographical 
Sketches']. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

14 
December 
1868 

HM/612 Letter from Alex Macmillan, Macmillan & Co. 

Regards payment to Martineau for the first edition of 
her 'Biographical Sketches'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

12 January 
1869 

HM/613 Letter from Alex Macmillan, Macmillan & Co. 

Regards the reprinting of Martineau's '[Biographical] 
Sketches' in America by Messrs Leypoldt and Holt, 
and payment to Martineau. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

2 February 
1869 

HM/614 Letter from [Alex] Macmillan, Macmillan & Co. 

Various publishing matters including payments; 
changes to the papers on Lady Byron; publishing 
Martineau's 'Letter to the Deaf'; stories in Knight's 
series 'The Billow and the rock'; Chicago tribune.   

1 item 

Access: Open 

4 March 
1869 
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HM/615 Letter from Alex Macmillan, Macmillan & Co. 

Publishing matters. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

17 March 
1869 

HM/616 Letter from [Alex] Macmillan, Macmillan & Co. 

Copies of 'Letter to the Deaf'; second edition of 
'[Biographical] Sketches'; kind comments by the 
Saturday Review.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

19 April 
1869 

HM/617 Letter from [Alex] Macmillan, Macmillan & Co. 

Returns the French translation; publication matters; 
new edition of '[Biographical] Sketches' being 
printed.   

1 item 

Access: Open 

30 
December 
1869 

HM/618 Letter from [Alex] Macmillan, Macmillan & Co. 

Discusses the publication of [Harriet Beecher] 
Stowe's book on Lady Byron. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

7 January 
1870 

HM/619 Letter from [Alex] Macmillan, Macmillan & Co. 

The new edition of '[Biographical] Sketches', 
discussions with Mr Robinson over arrangements for 
future editions, asks Martineau if she will sell the 
copyright; [Harriet Beecher] Stowe's book [on Lady 
Byron]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

8 February 
1870 

HM/620 Letter from [Alex] Macmillan, Macmillan & Co. 

Money sent for ['Biographical Sketches']; discusses 

14 
February 
1870 
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Mrs Stowe and Lady Byron. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/621 Autograph letter, signed to Robertson from [Alex] 
Macmillan  

Discusses the reprinting, and copyright of 
Martineau's ['Biographical Sketches']. 

[The letter is addressed to Robertson, although 
HM/619 mentions Mr Robinson so the spelling of 
Robertson possibly is a mistake]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[c 1870] 

HM/622 Autograph letter from the editor of the Dublin 
Evening Mail to Macmillan 

Writes to send Macmillan a review of Martineau's 
'Biographical Sketches'. Covering note to Martineau 
from [Alex] Macmillan is written at the top of the 
letter. 

[Review mentioned as being enclosed by the editor 
is not included].    

1 item 

Access: Open 

[c 1870]  

HM/623 Autograph letter, signed from John Ferguson 
McLennan  

Concerns his memoir of [Thomas] Drummond. Also 
discusses errors in the work identified by Martineau; 
and the statue of Drummond in Dublin. 

[The original paper catalogue has written Edward 
Drummond, but McLennan wrote about Thomas 
Drummond]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

29 June 
1867 

HM/624 Autograph letter, signed from [John Ferguson] 22 July 
1867 
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McLennan  

Concerns [Thomas] Drummond and information 
about where he lived; Drummond's sister's positive 
comments about Martineau. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/624A Autograph letter from McQueen [Bros, engravers] 

Concerns payment for steel plates. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

21 April 
1856 

HM/625 Autograph letter, signed from Basil Martineau 

Thanks his aunt, [Harriet Martineau] for the wedding 
gift she sent; handiwork for Clara. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

7 August 
1872 

HM/626 Copy of letter from [Harriet] Martineau to Basil 
Martineau 

Writes to her nephew enclosing money as a wedding 
gift for him and his wife Clara; possible work for 
Clara.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

6 August 
1872 

HM/627 Copy of part of a letter from Harriet Martineau to 
Constance Martineau  

About 'the James manuscript'. 

[The original paper catalogue refers to it as 'the 
James Holograph manuscript']. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

28 
September 
1871 

HM/628 Autograph letter, signed from David Martineau 13 July 
1858 
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Writes sending money to pay a bill. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/629 Autograph letter, signed from David Martineau 

Writes he will gladly undertake the [annuity] business 
mentioned. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

14 March 
1864 

HM/630 Autograph letter, signed from [Edward Kentish] 
Martineau  

Concerns a financial matter. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

25 March 
1863 

HM/631-
637 

Correspondence with Helen Martineau 

All but one of the letters concerns the quarrel 
between Helen's husband, James Martineau, and his 
sister Harriet Martineau, over James' comments in a 
publication about Mr [H. G.] Atkinson. The other 
letter regards a visit to the [Lake District]. 

7 items 

Access: Open 

[1851] 

HM/631 Letter from [Harriet] Martineau to Helen [Martineau] 

Harriet discusses the quarrel with her brother James 
Martineau over his comments in a publication about 
Mr [H. G.] Atkinson. Letter looks to be draft version. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

11 July 
[1851] 

HM/632 Letter from [Harriet] Martineau to Helen [Martineau] 

Discusses the situation with her brother James 
Martineau over his comments in a publication about 
Mr [H. G.] Atkinson.  Letter looks to be draft version. 

14 July 
[1851] 
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1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/633 Letter from [Harriet] Martineau to Helen [Martineau] 

Ongoing correspondence [concerning the situation 
with her brother James Martineau over his 
comments in a publication about Mr H. G. Atkinson].  

1 item 

Access: Open 

17 July 
[1851] 

HM/634 Letter from Helen Martineau to Harriet [Martineau] 

Ongoing correspondence [concerning the situation 
with Harriet's brother, James Martineau, over his 
comments in a publication about Mr H. G. Atkinson].  

1 item 

Access: Open 

[1851] 

HM/635 Letter from Helen [Martineau] to Harriet [Martineau] 

Ongoing correspondence [concerning the situation 
with Harriet's brother, James Martineau, over his 
comments in a publication about Mr H. G. Atkinson].  

1 item 

Access: Open 

[1851] 

HM/636 Letter from Helen Martineau to [Harriet Martineau] 

Ongoing correspondence [concerning the situation 
with Harriet's brother, James Martineau, over his 
comments in a publication about Mr H. G. Atkinson].  

1 item 

Access: Open 

[1851] 

HM/637 Letter from Helen [Martineau] to Harriet [Martineau] 

About a visit to the [Lake District] and discusses a 
possible visit to see Harriet.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

[mid 19th 
century?] 
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HM/638-
652 

Autograph letters, signed from Richard Martineau 

Letters to Harriet Martineau mainly concern financial 
matters, advice, and payments made. They also 
discuss family matters, detailing life events and the 
health of Richard's wife and children. 

Administrative history: Richard Martineau was 
Harriet Martineau's cousin. He was a partner in 
Whitbread’s Brewery, a wealthy business man who 
gave Harriet financial and business advice.   

15 items 

Access: Open 

Related material: Copy of the Will of Richard 
Martineau of 17 Westboune Street, Hyde Park, 
Middlesex is held at Suffolk Record Office, Bury St 
Edmunds Branch. Ref: TEM.173/235. Bequests to 
his wife, Lucy Martineau; his nephew Frederick 
Manning Needham of Gloucester Square, Hyde 
Park; his coachman Joseph Barton; to William 
Mitson, his gardener at Walsham; trusts in favour of 
his daughters Mary Constance Martineau and 
Caroline Ann Martineau, and his son John 
Martineau; all property at Walsham le Willows and 
elsewhere in Suffolk to his son John Martineau.  

1856-1864 

HM/638 Autograph letter, signed from Richard Martineau 

Discusses financial matters; family news, and an 
engraving of Harriet Martineau. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

11 April 
1856 

HM/639 Letter [from Richard Martineau]  

Discusses financial matters and family news. The 
second page is missing. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

October 
1857 

HM/640 Autograph letter, signed from Richard Martineau 

Concerns financial matters. 

9 April 
1858 
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1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/641 Autograph letter, signed from Richard Martineau 

Discusses financial and family news. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

14 April 
1858 

HM/642 Autograph letter, signed from Richard Martineau 

Discusses financial and family news. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

7 August 
1858 

HM/643 Autograph letter, signed from Richard Martineau 

Discusses financial matters. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

12 October 
1858 

HM/644 Autograph letter, signed from Richard Martineau 

Discusses financial matters, including London Life; 
and family news. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

23 March 
1859 

HM/645 Autograph letter, signed from Richard Martineau 

Concerns financial matters; politics; family news. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

20 April 
1859 

HM/646 Autograph letter, signed from Richard Martineau 

Concerns financial matters; family news. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

24 October 
1859 
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HM/647 Autograph letter, signed from Richard Martineau 

Concerns financial matters and family news.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

13 
February 
1860 

HM/648 Autograph letter, signed from Richard Martineau 

Concerns financial matters. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

15 October 
1860 

HM/649 Autograph letter, signed from Richard Martineau 

Concerns financial matters. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

17 April 
1862 

HM/650 Autograph letter, signed from Richard Martineau 

Discusses the engagement of [his son] John to 
Mabel Adeane, and gives details of her and her 
family. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

30 January 
1864 

HM/651 Autograph letter, signed from Richard Martineau 

Concerns financial matters; his declining health. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

10 
February 
1864 

HM/652 Autograph letter, signed from Richard Martineau 

Concerns financial matters; suggests David 
Martineau as someone who could assist Harriet 
Martineau with her financial affairs in future; asks 
whether Constance could be of help as a secretary 
to Harriet; family matters.  

1 item 

11 March 
1864 
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Access: Open 

HM/653 Autograph letter, signed from Robert Martineau  

Concerns the quarrel between Harriet Martineau and 
her brother James Martineau; Harriet's health.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

9 January 
1855 

HM/654-
660 

Autograph letters, mainly signed from Russell 
Martineau 

Letters to his aunt, Harriet Martineau, mainly 
concerns the family differences between his father 
James Martineau and Harriet Martineau, and 
Russell's thoughts about the ongoing situation. 
Letters also discuss Russell's engagement, and the 
death of Maria Martineau.  

7 items 

Access: Open 

1854-1864 

HM/654 Autograph letter, signed from Russell Martineau 

Concerns the family differences over his father 
James Martineau and Harriet Martineau, and 
Russell's thoughts about the ongoing situation. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

26 July 
1854 

HM/655 Autograph letter, signed from Russell Martineau 

Discusses the ongoing family differences.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

19 July 
1859 

HM/656 Autograph letter, signed from Russell Martineau 

Discusses the ongoing family differences; thanks 
Harriet and Maria Martineau for their letter and 
congratulations to Russell and Lucy.  

1 item 

22 July 
1859 
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Access: Open 

HM/657 Autograph letter, signed from Russell Martineau 

Thanks Harriet Martineau for her letter and kindness 
towards Lucy; ongoing family differences; possible 
visit to see Harriet. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

25 July 
1859 

HM/658 Autograph letter, signed from L. A. Jevons   

Thanks Harriet Martineau for the kind note through 
Russell [Martineau] and for sharing her memories 
about Jevons' mother; possible visit to Ambleside. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

July 
[1859?] 

HM/659 Autograph letter, signed from Russell Martineau  

Thanks Harriet Martineau for her letter about his 
engagement; will pass on kind message to Fanny.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

4 
December 
1860 

HM/660 Autograph letter, signed from Russell Martineau 

Expresses sympathy on the death of Maria 
[Martineau]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

3 March 
1864 

HM/661-
663 

Autograph letters, signed from Susan Martineau 

Letters to her aunt, Harriet Martineau. 

3 items 

Access: Open 

1851-1864 

HM/661 Autograph letter, signed from [Susan Martineau]  

Hopes Harriet Martineau will write about the dangers 
of 'tight-lacing' of girls. Incomplete as second page of 

13 May 
1851 
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the letter is missing. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/662 Autograph letter, signed from Susan Martineau 

Discusses plans for Jenny to replace Maria as 
Harriet Martineau's companion.  

[Jane Martineau, Harriet's niece was known as 
Jenny]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

13 March 
1864 

HM/663 Autograph letter, signed from Susan Martineau 

About an article by Harriet Martineau; the 'gas affair' 
in Newhall Street; Harriet Martineau's lectures; 
discusses ribbons being made in small houses 
especially in Nuneaton. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

Notes: The letter doesn't mention where Newhall 
Street is located, but the letter is written from 
Birmingham.  

[20th 
century] 

HM/664 Autograph letter, signed from [Lucy] W. Morris  

About the breaking off of her engagement to Russell 
[Martineau]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

13 August 
[1861?] 

HM/665 Autograph letter, signed from Hon. Amelia [Matilda] 
Murray  

Writes to Martineau after reading 'Letters on the laws 
of man's nature and development', by [Henry 
George] Atkinson and Harriet Martineau, and 
discusses the issues raised. 

1 item 

20 March 
1869 
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Access: Open 

HM/666-
684 

Autograph letters, signed from Thomas Martineau 

Letters written to his aunt, Harriet Martineau. Mainly 
about legal matters connected to Harriet's will, or 
offering financial advice.  Other matters though are 
discussed on occasions, along with family news. 

19 items 

Access: Open 

1855-1874 

HM/666 Autograph letter, signed from Thomas Martineau 

Discusses a legal matter.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

6 February 
1852 

HM/667 Autograph letter, signed from Thomas Martineau 

Regards a financial matter with [John] Chapman. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

14 
February 
1855 

HM/668 Autograph letter, signed from Thomas Martineau 

Writes mentioning Harriet Martineau's will and how it 
relates to her memoir; and the state of trade in South 
Staffordshire. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

8 March 
1855 

HM/669 Autograph letter, signed from Thomas Martineau 

Concerns Mr Saunders; Harriet Martineau's will and 
her memoir; letters of Harriet Martineau. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

12 March 
1855 

HM/670 Autograph letter, signed from Thomas Martineau 

Discusses business and publishing matters; Aunt 
Kentish's legacy. 

14 March 
1855 
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1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/671 Autograph letter, signed from Thomas Martineau 

Harriet Martineau's will and the division of her books 
amongst family members. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

2 April 
1855 

HM/672 Autograph letter, signed from Thomas Martineau 

Concerns Thomas' opinion about when Harriet 
Martineau should publish [her autobiography]; and 
discussions about her finances. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1 May 
1855 

HM/673 Autograph letter, signed from Thomas Martineau 

Concerns Harriet Martineau's finances, and 
discussions around publishing her book. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

3 May 
1855 

HM/674 Autograph letter, signed from Thomas Martineau 

Business matters and the publication of Harriet 
Martineau's book. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

8 May 
1855 

HM/675 Autograph letter, signed from Thomas Martineau 

Discusses adding a codicil of Harriet Martineau's will; 
financial matters regarding Mr Chapman; closure of 
the Kendal cemetery. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

21 June 
1855 

HM/676 Autograph letter, signed from Thomas Martineau 3 February 
1857 
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Discussions over power of attorney. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/677 Autograph letter, signed from Thomas Martineau 

Discusses investment plans for Maria; savings 
connected to the Westminster Review. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

16 
February 
1858 

HM/678 Autograph letter, signed from Thomas Martineau 

Discusses financial business and family matters 
mainly about the health of his wife. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

14 
February 
1861 

HM/679 Copy of part of [a codicil to Harriet Martineau's will]  

Giving Thomas Martineau all Harriet's manuscripts 
and private papers, with conditions attached as to 
future publication.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

[1855] 

HM/680 Autograph letter, signed from Thomas Martineau 

Legal matter concerning Mr Greenhow and 'aunt 
Margaret's estate'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

5 June 
1861 

HM/681 Autograph letter, signed from Thomas Martineau 

Legal matter about Mr Cragg and the use of a road. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

15 
November 
1862 

HM/682 Autograph letter, signed from Thomas Martineau 23 March 
1864 
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Confirms there hasn't been a charge for work carried 
out on [Harriet Martineau's] will. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/683 Autograph letter, signed from Thomas Martineau 

Advises [Harriet Martineau] against publishing 
another edition of her book; Trubner letters.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

8 October 
1874 

HM/684 Autograph letter, signed from Thomas Martineau 

Glad to hear satisfactory result of negotiations with 
the Trubner's; family news about Emily. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

17 October 
1874 

HM/685-
688 

Autograph letters, signed from David Masson 

Letters relating to Martineau's article for 'Macmillan's 
Magazine' on America matters and slavery. 

4 items 

Access: Open 

1862 

HM/685 Autograph letter, signed from David Masson 

Enquires whether Harriet Martineau could write an 
article for 'Macmillan's Magazine' on America 
matters. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

11 April 
1862 

HM/686 Autograph letter, signed from David Masson 

Discusses Martineau's future article. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

17 April 
1862 
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HM/687 Autograph letter, signed from David Masson 

Thanks Martineau for her article, which has been 
sent to the printers. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

5 May 
1862 

HM/688 Autograph letter, signed from David Masson  

Thanks Martineau for her offer of a paper, but states 
another writer is already preparing one on America 
and slavery; Masson discusses his thoughts on the 
Anti-slavery and Pro-slavery feeling in Britain.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

11 October 
1862 

HM/689 Autograph letter, signed from A. des Masters 

Concerns an article about Napoleon III. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

Language: French 

June 1860 

HM/690-
693 

Autograph letters, signed from [Richard Monckton] 
Milnes, [1st Baron Houghton] 

4 items 

Access: Open 

[19th 
century] 

HM/690 Letter from [Richard Monckton Milnes] 

Regards the U.S.A.; his health. Letter incomplete, 
page missing. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

20 
September 
1862 

HM/691 Letter from [Richard Monckton Milnes]  

Discusses his health; [Florence] Nightingale; politics. 
Letter incomplete, page missing. 

1 item 

14 October 
1863 
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Access: Open 

HM/692 Letter from Richard [Monckton] Milnes  

Regards the 'Useful Knowledge Society'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[c mid 19th 
century] 

HM/693 Letter from [Richard Monckton Milnes]  

About one of Harriet Martineau's books. Letter 
incomplete. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[c mid 19th 
century] 

HM/694 Autograph letter, signed from Miss E. Napier  

Discusses her father, the public's reaction, and the 
warm article in the [Daily] News. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

6 
September 
1860 

HM/695 Autograph letter, signed from Miss E. Napier 

Thanks Martineau for her sympathy, and sends her a 
book. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

25 March 
1864 

HM/696 Autograph letter, signed from Richard Napier 

Discusses matters connected to the American Civil 
War. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

4 October 
1862 

HM/697 Autograph letter, signed from Richard Napier 

About his niece; books by his brother; Martineau's 
health; and the extent of Napier's sight loss. 

1 item 

13 
December 
1863 
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Access: Open 

HM/698 Autograph letter, signed from Francis W. Newman  

Regards the campaign to enable women to take the 
exams of London University, and enquires whether 
Harriet Martineau would be willing to give her name 
in promotion of this.  Newman writes their ulterior 
object is admittance to the Medical Examination. 
Also writes to Martineau stating he is pleased she is 
writing in favour of Indian education. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

20 March 
1862 

HM/699 Autograph letter, signed from Selena Bracebridge  

Regards the situation between Florence Nightingale 
and imputations against her by Miss Salisbury. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

18 January 
[1863?]  

HM/700-
704 

Letters from Florence Nightingale 

Letters mainly to Maria Martineau. They discuss 
Nightingale's illness and domestic arrangements; her 
India papers; time with the War Office; news articles; 
the death of Lord Elgin; Nightingale's reflections on 
grief; Sir John Lawrence; sanitary work in India; and 
Sir C. Wood. 

5 items 

Access: Open 

Related material: See also HMM/B/1/3 which is a 
letter from Nightingale dated 23 November 1863 

1863 

HM/700 Autograph letter, signed from [Florence] Nightingale 
to Maria Martineau 

Nightingale writes to ask if Martineau will visit her as 
she is in bed and unwell. Accompanied by the 
envelope.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

9 May 
1863 
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HM/701 Note from [Florence Nightingale] 

Short reply about whether to send lilies. The reply 
being 'Oh yes please. With rapture'.   

1 item 

Access: Open 

11 July 
1863 

HM/702 Autograph letter [to Maria Martineau] signed from 
[Florence] Nightingale 

About Nightingale's illness and domestic 
arrangements. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

23 
September 
1863 

HM/703 Autograph letter [to Maria Martineau] signed from 
[Florence] Nightingale 

Regards her India papers; her time with the War 
Office; news articles. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

27 October 
1863 

HM/704 Autograph letter, from [Florence Nightingale] 

Writes of [the death] of Lord Elgin; Nightingale's 
reflections on grief; Sir John Lawrence; sanitary work 
in India; Sir C. Wood. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

14 
December 
1863 

HM/705 Autograph letter, signed from [William] Weir, of [The 
Daily News] 

Discusses the situation between Florence 
Nightingale and Miss Salisbury. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[1863?] 

HM/706 Autograph letter, from [William Weir of The Daily 
News] 

[1863?] 
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Discusses the situation between [Florence 
Nightingale] and Miss Salisbury.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

Notes: The letter isn't signed so it is possible the last 
page is missing. 

HM/707 Autograph letter, from William Weir, of The Daily 
News 

Discusses Florence Nightingale. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[1863?] 

HM/708 Autograph letter, signed from J. Hilary Bonham 
Carter 

Concerns Miss Salisbury. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[1863?] 

HM/709 Autograph letter, signed from [Charles Holte] 
Bracebridge 

Thanks Martineau for her article about Florence 
[Nightingale]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[1863?] 

HM/710-
712 

Correspondence with Lady Annabella J. Noel 

The letters have been marked as having come from 
Lady Annabella J. Noel.  It is thought her official title 
was Anne Isabella Noel King-Noel, Baroness 
Wentworth, who was the granddaughter of Lady 
Byron. The letters concerns the publication of 
Martineau's memoir about Lady Byron. 

3 items 

Access: Open 

1861-1869 

HM/710 Autograph letter, signed to Mrs Reid from [Lady 4 January 



Harriet Martineau Papers 

 

174 
© Cadbury Research Library: Special Collections, University of Birmingham 

 

Annabella J.] Noel 

Asking her to forward a letter to Miss Martineau. 
[See HM/711].  

1 item 

Access: Open 

1861 

HM/711 Autograph letter, signed from [Lady Annabella J.] 
Noel 

Asks Martineau to abstain from the publication of her 
memoir about [Lady Byron] 

1 item 

Access: Open 

4 January 
1861 

HM/712 Autograph letter, signed from [Lady Annabella J.] 
Noel 

Concerns the publication of the memoir about her 
Grandmother [Lady Byron], and thanks Martineau for 
her sympathy with her wishes and for being a 
sincere friend to her Grandmother. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

26 
February 
1869 

HM/713 Autograph letter, signed from Follett Osler 

About Martineau's article on Chance's glass works 
[Smethwick, near Birmingham]; comments on the 
various chimneys and male / female workers. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

10 
February 
1852 

HM/714-
716 

Autograph letters, signed from, or about, James 
Payn, editor of Chambers Journal 

3 items 

Access: Open 

1875 

HM/714 Autograph letter, signed from James Payn 

Concerns his dismissal as editor; autobiography. 

27 January 
1875 
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1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/715 Autograph letter, signed from [James] Payn 

Discusses the autobiography 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1 February 
1875 

HM/716 Autograph letter, signed from Thomas Martineau to 
Miss Godwin  

Writes he is happy to be of service to [James] Payn. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

5 February 
1875 

HM/717 Autograph letter, from Elizabeth P. Peabody 

Writes to ask Martineau if she would like to 
contribute to a celebration on 23 May marking 60 
years since the birth of Margaret Fuller [23 May 
1810-19 July 1850]; Fuller's Italian life; and a 
reference to the anniversary of the assassination of 
Lincoln.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

April 1870 

HM/718 Autograph letter, signed from Lewis Pelly  

Mentions General Jacobs; Comte's 'Positive 
Philosophy'; the English army in India. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

14 August 
1858 

HM/719 Autograph letter, signed from Captain Lewis Pelly   

Concerns the death of General Jacobs; Comte's 
['Positive Philosophy']. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

28 
December 
1858 
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HM/720 Autograph letter, signed from S. Butler Provis  

Regarding Denman in Martineau's 'Biographical 
Sketches'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

29 July 
1869 

HM/721 Autograph letter, signed from S. Butler Provis  

Regarding Denman in Martineau's 'Biographical 
Sketches'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

3 August 
1869 

HM/722-
724 

Autograph letters, signed from Isabella Rankin 

The letters mainly concern financial issues due to 
Martineau and Rankin's share in a will; but also 
mention news of friends and family.  

3 items 

Access: Open 

1861 

HM/722 Autograph letter, signed from [Isabella] Rankin 

Discusses finances; her time acting as Margaret's 
head teacher; news of friends; her future plans. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

25 January 
1861 

HM/723 Autograph letter, signed from [Isabella Rankin] 

Discusses finances due to Martineau and Rankin's 
share in a will; news of friends.   

1 item 

Access: Open 

1 April 
1861 

HM/724 Autograph letter, signed from [Isabella Rankin] 

Concerns arrangement resulting from the will; news 
of friends and family.  

1 item 

1861 
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Access: Open 

HM/725-
730 

Autograph letters, signed from Henry Reeve, [Editor 
of the Edinburgh Review] 

Most of the letters are addressed to 'My dear cousin 
Harriet', and mainly discuss articles written by 
Martineau. 

6 items 

Access: Open 

1858-1863 

HM/725 Autograph letter, signed from [Henry] Reeve 

Discusses Harriet Martineau's writings for the Daily 
News, and asks Martineau to let him know what her 
future plans [regarding articles] are which he will 
then comment on. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

23 June 
1858 

HM/726 Autograph letter, signed from Henry Reeve 

Refers to 'The M'Conachie troubles'; politics; literary 
matters; over production in cotton industry. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

10 
February 
1863 

HM/727 Autograph letter, signed from Henry Reeve 

Discusses the lack of penal colonies for convicts, 
and transportation of convicts; Kingslake's book. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

24 January 
1863 

HM/728 Autograph letter, signed from Henry Reeve 

Concerns the numbers of convicts transported 
quoted by Martineau but disputed by the Home 
Office. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

26 January 
1863 
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HM/729 Autograph letter, signed from [Henry] Reeve 

Comments on the loss of Lewis; Politics; France and 
Russia; America. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

22 April 
1863 

HM/730 Autograph letter, signed from Henry Reeve 

Discusses Martineau's article on mining.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

8 
September 
[1863] 

HM/731 Autograph letter, signed from [Elizabeth Jesser] Reid  

Regards Reid's confidential gift of £300 to educate 
three girls at Bedford College. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

14 July 
1861 

HM/732 Autograph letter, signed from [George] Richmond  

Regards permission to make an engraved copy of 
the print of Harriet Martineau. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

9 
December 
1855 

HM/733 Autograph letter, signed from [George] Richmond  

Concerns an engraved copy of the print of Harriet 
Martineau. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

23 March 
1856 

HM/734 Autograph letter, signed from [Lord] Ripon  

Writes of Mr Lloyd; and the anxiety about the Prince 
of Wales. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

11 
December 
1871 
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HM/735 Autograph letter, signed from Jane M. Robinson  

Regards her delight at seeing the [Biographical] 
Sketches volume. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

6 January 
1869 

HM/736-
774 

Autograph letters, signed from [Sir John Richard] 
Robinson, of the 'Express' and 'Daily News'  

Letters discuss matters relating to the 'Daily News'; 
Martineau's publications such as 'Biographical 
Sketches'; family news; and political issues of the 
day. 

Administrative history: Robinson, Sir John Richard 
(1828–1903), English journalist 

39 items 

Access: Open 

1868-1875 

HM/736 Autograph letter, signed from [John Richard] 
Robinson 

Regards Martineau's Biographical Sketches. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[1869] 

HM/737 Autograph letter, signed from [John Richard] 
Robinson 

Regards printing mistakes; [Biographical Sketches]; 
Daily News. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[1869] 

HM/738 Autograph letter, signed from [John Richard] 
Robinson 

Regards Martineau's Biographical Sketches, and the 
possible publication of it in a volume. Includes a 
copy of the letter. 

2 items 

30 August 
1868 



Harriet Martineau Papers 

 

180 
© Cadbury Research Library: Special Collections, University of Birmingham 

 

Access: Open 

HM/739 Copy of letter from Harriet Martineau to [John 
Richard] Robinson 

In reply to HM/739, regards Martineau's Biographical 
Sketches, and the possible publication of it in a 
volume. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

5 
September 
1868 

HM/740 Autograph letter, signed from [John Richard] 
Robinson 

Regards Martineau's Biographical Sketches, and the 
publication of it in a volume. Includes a copy of the 
letter. 

2 items 

Access: Open 

7 
September 
1868 

HM/741 Autograph letter, signed from [John Richard] 
Robinson 

Regards [Martineau's Biographical Sketches]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

12 
September 
1868 

HM/742 Autograph letter, signed from [John Richard] 
Robinson 

Regards delay in publishing [Martineau's 
Biographical Sketches]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

13 
November 
1868 

HM/743 Autograph letter, signed from [John Richard] 
Robinson 

Editorship of the 'Daily News'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

16 
November 
1868 
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HM/744 Autograph letter, signed from [John Richard] 
Robinson 

Regards publication of [Martineau's Biographical 
Sketches]; railway shares; [John] Bright. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

11 
December 
1868 

HM/745 Autograph letter, signed from [John Richard] 
Robinson 

Regards publication of [Martineau's Biographical 
Sketches]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

18 
December 
1868 

HM/746 Autograph letter, signed from [John Richard] 
Robinson 

Regards Macmillan's letter, and the printing of the 
proofs. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

16 
December 
1868 

HM/747 Autograph letter, signed from [John Richard] 
Robinson 

Regards a newspaper matter. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

17 
December 
1868 

HM/748 Autograph letter, signed from [John Richard] 
Robinson 

Macmillan and printing matters. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

14 January 
1869 

HM/749 Autograph letter, signed from [John Richard] 
Robinson 

Regards Martineau's [Biographical] Sketches. 

16 
February 
1869 
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1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/750 Autograph letter, signed from [John Richard] 
Robinson 

Regards Lady Belcher's letter. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

18 March 
1869 

HM/751 Autograph letter, signed from [John Richard] 
Robinson 

Proof copies, and comments from Lady Belcher and 
Macmillan. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

18 March 
1869 

HM/752 Autograph letter, signed from [John Richard] 
Robinson 

Regards letters from Lady Belcher; comments on the 
book 'Feats on the Fiord [Fjord]'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

29 March 
1869 

HM/753 Autograph letter, signed from [John Richard] 
Robinson 

Concerns proof of second edition of [Biographical] 
Sketches; evening newspapers. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

20 April 
1869 

HM/754 Autograph letter, signed from [John Richard] 
Robinson 

Concerns third edition of [Biographical] Sketches; a 
new editor for the 'Daily News'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

26 January 
1870 
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HM/755 Autograph letter, signed from [John Richard] 
Robinson 

Discusses Macmillan's offer to purchase copyright. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

8 February 
[1870] 

HM/756 Autograph letter, signed from [John Richard] 
Robinson 

Asking for biographical details of Harriet Martineau. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

16 June 
1870 

HM/757 Autograph letter, signed from [John Richard 
Robinson] 

Thanks Martineau for the information; death of 
Martineau's brother [Robert]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

Notes: Letter incomplete as last page is torn. 

20 June 
1870 

HM/758 Autograph letter, signed from [John Richard] 
Robinson 

Discusses his children; Martineau's book 'The 
Crofton Boys'; politics; Robert Browning. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

22 May 
1871 

HM/759 Autograph letter, signed from [John Richard] 
Robinson 

Asks Martineau not to publish the letters. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

July 1871 

HM/760 Autograph letter, signed from [John Richard] 
Robinson 

Writes to say he hasn't seen Mr Hill but will reply 

[1871?] 
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when he has; thanks Martineau for her kindness. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/761 Autograph letter, signed from [John Richard] 
Robinson 

Writes of the death of his son and the birth of 
another son; newspaper matters; Chicago Tribune. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

27 October 
1871 

HM/762 Autograph letter, signed from [John Richard] 
Robinson 

Discusses the 'Daily News'; and his children. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

7 
December 
[1871?] 

HM/763 Autograph letter, signed from [John Richard] 
Robinson 

Newspaper and family matters; meeting with Mr 
Forster. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

28 
December 
1871 

HM/764 Autograph letter, signed from [John Richard] 
Robinson 

Writes of the death of a child, and of his son. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

3 January 
1872 

HM/765 Autograph letter, signed from [John Richard] 
Robinson 

Discusses Mr Gladstone, and the 'American case'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

14 
February 
1872 
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HM/766 Autograph letter, signed from [John Richard] 
Robinson 

Discusses punishment of husbands who maltreat 
their wives. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

May 1872 

HM/767 Autograph letter, signed from [John Richard] 
Robinson 

Comments on Dr Carpenter's 'outburst'; Charles 
Sumner. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

9 October 
1872 

HM/768 Autograph letter, signed from [John Richard] 
Robinson 

Writes of his affection for Martineau; family news and 
his wife's grief over the loss of their two children.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

9 
November 
1872 

HM/769 Autograph letter, signed from [John Richard] 
Robinson 

Writes about politics; family and positive 'Daily News' 
newspaper matters. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

18 
February 
1873 

HM/770 Autograph letter, signed from [John Richard] 
Robinson 

Praise for Martineau's work; Robinson's visit to 
France; French affairs. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

8 May 
1873 

HM/771 Autograph letter, signed from [John Richard] 9 October 
1873 
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Robinson 

Mentions [H. G.] Atkinson's letters. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/772 Autograph letter, signed from [John Richard] 
Robinson 

His visit to Harriet Martineau; and a visit to Oxford. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

29 October 
1873 

HM/773 Autograph letter, signed from [John Richard] 
Robinson 

Writes of his regret at the departure of Caroline; 
news of Robinson's family; new printing machinery 
for the 'Daily News'; views on Gladstone. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1 October 
1874 

HM/774 Autograph letter, signed from [John Richard] 
Robinson 

Concerns copies of 'Eastern Life' and 'Life in the Sick 
Room'; E. Moxon. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

11 May 
1875 

HM/774a Newscutting of a printed letter from Harriet Martineau  

Concerns the republication of Martineau's 'History of 
the Peace'. 

  

Handwritten note at the side reads 'Boston 
Transcript. Nov 28/65'.   

1 item 

Access: Open 

[1865] 
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HM/775 Autograph letter, signed from Edward Romilly 

About a pamphlet by Romilly's brother. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

24 April 
1867 

HM/776 Autograph letter, signed from S. Romilly  

About Sir John Walsham's family. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

24 April 
[1867?] 

HM/777-
779 

Correspondence with [Lord John] Russell 

Correspondence between Martineau and Russell 
regarding [James] Finn, the [British] Consul at 
Jerusalem, and the debt caused by Prince Alfred's 
visit to Jerusalem. 

3 items 

Access: Open 

1860 

HM/777 Copy of letter from Harriet Martineau to Lord John 
Russell 

Concerns [James] Finn, the [British] Consul at 
Jerusalem. Martineau writes of his ill health, and of 
the debt caused by Prince Alfred's visit to Jerusalem, 
and asks Russell for assistance. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

22 
September 
1860 

HM/778 Autograph letter, signed from [Lord John] Russell 

Written in reply to HM/777. [Lord John] Russell 
states he will do all he can to relieve [James] Finn 
from his distressing situation. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

29 
September 
1860 

HM/779 Autograph letter, signed from [Lord John] Russell 

Informs Martineau £250 would be granted to [James] 

8 October 
1860 
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Finn to relieve him of his debt caused by the visit of 
Prince Alfred. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/780 Autograph letter, signed from John Ryland  

Concerning Harriet Martineau's codicil. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

25 June 
1855 

HM/781 Autograph letter, signed from the Rev Thomas 
Sadler 

Regarding preparation for publication the 
reminiscences of Martineau's friend [Henry] Crabb 
Robinson, and asks Martineau if he can include one 
of her letters in the forthcoming work. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

2 March 
1869 

HM/782 Autograph letter, signed from the [Rev Thomas] 
Sadler 

Regards [Henry] Crabb Robinson, and the 
publication of Martineau's letter to him; Sadler 
discusses 'Life in the Sick Room'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

6 March 
1869 

HM/783 Autograph letter, signed from John Saunders 

Regards payment of a debt; his health. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

18 March 
1863 

HM/784 Autograph letter, signed from John Saunders 

Regards payment of a debt.  

1 item 

21 March 
1863 
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Access: Open 

HM/785 Autograph letter, signed from J. Elizabeth Scott 

Discusses the evening school, and writes to say 
there is no objection to Martineau publishing an 
account of the school/  

1 item 

Access: Open 

[19th 
century] 

HM/786-
788 

Autograph letters, signed from Mrs Sarah B. Shaw 

Letters to Martineau regarding the death of her son; 
Col. Sumner. 

3 items 

Access: Open 

1864-1874 

HM/786 Autograph letters, signed from Sarah B. Shaw 

Thanks Martineau for her kind letter regarding the 
death of her son. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

7 April 
1864 

HM/787 Autograph letters, signed from Sarah B. Shaw 

Writes in regard to the eulogy on Col. Sumner. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

26 June 
1874 

HM/788 Autograph letters, signed from Sarah B. Shaw 

Regards Col. Sumner. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

29 July 
1874 

HM/789 Autograph letter, signed from James C. Shepherd 

Thanks Martineau for her good wishes and for the 
£50 sent to his children. Written in reply to HM/790. 

1 item 

8 October 
1863 
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Access: Open 

HM/790 Autograph letter, signed from Harriet Martineau to 
[James C.] Shepherd 

Wishes Mr and Mrs Shepherd happy returns on their 
wedding day, and sends money to their children as a 
contribution to the day; thanks Shepherd for all he 
and his family have done for her during her long 
illness 

1 item 

Access: Open 

8 October 
1863 

HM/791-
821 

Correspondence with George Smith, of 'Smith, Elder 
& Co.' 

'Smith, Elder & Co.' were a firm of British publishers 
based at 65 Cornhill, London. Letters mainly concern 
the publishing of Martineau's [British Rule in India: a 
Historical Sketch], 'Household Education'; 'Endowed 
Schools of Ireland', and also regarding the 
publication of parts of Florence Nightingale's report 
on sanitation history of the army. Other of 
Martineau's works are also briefly discussed such as 
the '[Complete] Guide to the English Lakes; 'Forest 
and Game Tales', 'Bellow and the Rock', and her 
obligations with the 'Daily News'. 

30 items 

Access: Open 

1857-1865 

HM/791 Autograph letter, from [George Smith], of 'Smith, 
Elder & Co.' 

Concerns the republishing of Martineau's [British 
Rule in India: a Historical Sketch], and discusses 
financial terms if publication goes ahead. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

5 August 
1857 

HM/792 Autograph letter, from [George Smith, of 'Smith, 
Elder & Co.'] 

Concerns the possible republishing of Martineau's 
[British Rule in India: a Historical Sketch]. 

15 
September 
1857 
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1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/793 Copy letter from Harriet Martineau to [George Smith], 
of 'Smith, Elder & Co.' 

Discusses terms for publishing Martineau's 'British 
India' [British Rule in India: a Historical Sketch]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

16 
September 
1857 

HM/794 Autograph letter, from [George Smith, of 'Smith, 
Elder & Co.'] 

Discusses terms for publishing Martineau's [British 
Rule in India: a Historical Sketch]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

17 
September 
1857 

HM/795 Autograph letter, from [George] Smith, [of 'Smith, 
Elder & Co.'] 

Regards the agreement for publishing Martineau's 
book [British Rule in India: a Historical Sketch]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

18 
September 
1857 

HM/796 Autograph letter, from [George] Smith, [of 'Smith, 
Elder & Co.'] 

Regards the timescales for publishing Martineau's 
book [British Rule in India: a Historical Sketch]; 
believes it will be a popular book.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

27 October 
1857 

HM/797 Autograph letter, from [George] Smith, [of 'Smith, 
Elder & Co.'] 

Matters regarding the publication of Martineau's 
book. 

30 October 
1857 
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1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/798 Autograph letter, from [George] Smith, [of 'Smith, 
Elder & Co.'] 

Informs Martineau they are about to go to press with 
'Deerbrook' in a series of popular books, hopes 
Martineau will think the series ''is free from the 
objections in respect of style, paper and binding'' 
which worked against other cheap series; asks 
Martineau if she has any other books suitable for 
publication. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

6 
November 
1857 

HM/799 Autograph letter, from [George] Smith, [of 'Smith, 
Elder & Co.'] 

Discusses 'Forest and Game Tales', 'Bellow and the 
Rock', and copyright of 'Household Education'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

9 
November 
1857 

HM/800 Autograph letter, from [George] Smith, [of 'Smith, 
Elder & Co.'] 

Concerns copyright of 'Household Education' and the 
possible reprinting of the book. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

12 
November 
1857 

HM/801 Autograph letter, from [George] Smith, [of 'Smith, 
Elder & Co.'] 

Concerns financial discussions regarding copyright 
of 'Household Education'.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

14 
November 
1857 

HM/802 Autograph letter, from [George] Smith, [of 'Smith, 
Elder & Co.'] 

21 
November 
1857 
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Concerns Mrs Gaskell's ['Life of Charlotte Bronte']; 
correspondence with Mr Nicholls; delay in publishing 
Martineau's book; 'Household Education'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/803 Autograph letter, from [George] Smith, [of 'Smith, 
Elder & Co.'] 

About publishing various works by Martineau. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

6 
December 
1857 

HM/804 Autograph letter, from [George] Smith, [of 'Smith, 
Elder & Co.'] 

Regards publication of a work by Harriet Martineau; 
'Daily News' articles compared to those in 'The 
Times'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

19 
December 
1857 

HM/805 Autograph letter, to Maria Martineau from [George] 
Smith, [of 'Smith, Elder & Co.'] 

Terms of publication for Harriet Martineau's 
pamphlet. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

6 February 
1858 

HM/806 Autograph letter, from [George] Smith, [of 'Smith, 
Elder & Co.'] 

Concerns stereotype plates for 'Forest and Game 
Law Tales'; copyright issues; 'Life of Metcalfe'; East 
India Co. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

26 June 
1858 

HM/807 Autograph letter, from [George] Smith, [of 'Smith, 
Elder & Co.'] 

10 October 
1858 
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Concerns the publishing of Martineau's papers on 
the 'Endowed Schools of Ireland'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/808 Copy of letter from Harriet Martineau to [George] 
Smith, [of 'Smith, Elder & Co.'] 

Concerns the publishing of Martineau's papers on 
the 'Endowed Schools of Ireland', and her obligations 
with the 'Daily News'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

12 October 
1858 

HM/809-
810 

Agreement between Harriet Martineau and Smith, 
Elder & Co 

Setting out terms for the publication of Martineau's 
12 letters as a pamphlet on the 'Endowed Schools of 
Ireland', reprinted from the 'Daily News'. With 
accompanying letter from Smith, Elder & Co to 
Martineau. 

2 items 

Access: Open 

14 October 
1858 

HM/811 Autograph letter, from 'Smith, Elder & Co.' 

Financial and printing matters concerned with 
Martineau's 'Endowed Schools of Ireland'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

5 
November 
1858 

HM/812 Copy of letter from Harriet Martineau to [George] 
Smith [of 'Smith, Elder & Co.'] 

Discusses Florence Nightingale and her report on 
sanitation history of the army [Crimea War], and the 
later confidential thorough account of her 
observations and opinions she was requested to 
write. Martineau, on Nightingale's behalf, asks Smith 
if his firm would publish details from this secret report 
so that reforms might be made by the Government. 
Asks Smith not to discuss this proposal with anyone 

15 January 
1859 
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outside his firm.     

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/813 Autograph letter, from [George] Smith, [of 'Smith, 
Elder & Co.'] 

Writes to say the proposal to publish parts of 
[Florence Nightingale's report on sanitation history of 
the army] is one of personal interest, and would be 
very important to the country. Smith states he would 
be very glad to be the medium of its publication, 
especially as Martineau would be personally 
concerned in its production.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

18 January 
1859 

HM/814 Copy of letter from Harriet Martineau to [George] 
Smith, [of 'Smith, Elder & Co.'] 

Discusses her thoughts and possible approach to 
her work to publish adapted parts of [Florence 
Nightingale's report on sanitation history of the 
army], and explains what she hopes to achieve by 
the publication. Comments on articles in the 'Daily 
News' about Army Hygiene.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

19 January 
1859 

HM/815 Autograph letter, from [George] Smith, [of 'Smith, 
Elder & Co.'] 

Discusses plans for Martineau to publish adapted 
parts of [Florence Nightingale's report on sanitation 
history of the army] 

1 item 

Access: Open 

21 January 
1859 

HM/816 Autograph letter, from [George] Smith, [of 'Smith, 
Elder & Co.'] 

Acknowledges receipt from [Florence] Nightingale of 
the first chapter of Martineau's work on the army 
hygiene; discusses Martineau's wish that the book 

1 March 
1859 
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should be sold at a cheap price to enable a greater 
number of people to read it. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/817 Autograph letter, from [George] Smith, [of 'Smith, 
Elder & Co.'] 

Writes to say he is sorry to hear the terms for 
publishing Martineau's work is not acceptable to her, 
but he can not alter them.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

4 April 
1859 

HM/818 Autograph letter, from [George] Smith, [of 'Smith, 
Elder & Co.'] 

Reports he has received the remaining portion of the 
manuscript from [Florence] Nightingale, and 
Martineau will shortly have proof of it; discusses 
further publication matters.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

19 April 
1859 

HM/819 Autograph letter, from [George] Smith, [of 'Smith, 
Elder & Co.'] 

Smith will be pleased to receive the articles for the 
'Cornhill Magazine'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

16 July 
1864 

HM/820 Autograph letter, from [George] Smith, [of 'Smith, 
Elder & Co.'] 

Discusses Martineau's '[Complete] Guide to the 
English Lakes', and Mr Garnett's comments about 
the illustrations compared to those in Linton's book.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

5 April 
1865 

HM/821 Draft letter to ['Smith, Elder & Co.'] from [Maria 21 April 
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Martineau?] 

Writes in place of her aunt due to ill health, concerns 
Mr Garnett's comments and Linton's book [on the 
Lake District]. 

Written on the reverse of another letter from James 
Birk, who writes regarding the sale of 'Comte's 
Philosophy', 21 March 1865. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1865 

HM/822-
835 

Autograph letters, signed from G. F. Smith and 
[Thomas] Walker, of the 'Daily News' 

14 items 

Access: Open 

1857-1863 

HM/822 Letter from G. Smith, [of the 'Daily News'] 

Discusses the 'Daily News' and the press generally; 
financial matters; T. Walker. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

19th 
century 

HM/823 Letter from G. Smith, [of the 'Daily News'] 

Discusses [William] Weir; articles. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

2 June 
1857 

HM/824 Letter from G. Smith, [of the 'Daily News'] 

Discusses printing matters; Weir.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

17 June 
1857 

HM/825 Letter from G. Smith, of the 'Daily News' 

Discusses articles. 

1 item 

7 
September 
1857 
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Access: Open 

HM/826 Letter from G. Smith, of the 'Daily News' 

Concerns reprints. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

9 
September 
1857 

HM/827 Letter from G. Smith, of the 'Daily News' 

Discusses plans and improvements for the 'Daily 
News'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

19 June 
1858 

HM/828 Letter from G. Smith, [of the 'Daily News'] 

Concerns the '[Daily] News' 

1 item 

Access: Open 

21 June 
1858 

HM/829 Letter from G. Smith, [of the 'Daily News'] 

Discusses plans for the 'Daily News' and a possible 
new supplement to the newspaper.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

20 July 
1858 

HM/830 Autograph letter, signed from [Thomas] Walker of the 
'Daily News' 

Regards the 'Daily News'; talks of his time working 
for the newspaper and the colleagues he has met.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

24 
September 
1858 

HM/831 Letter from G. Smith, [of the 'Daily News'] 

About the republication of Martineau's articles on 
Endowed Schools in Ireland. 

1 item 

11 October 
1858 
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Access: Open 

HM/832 Letter from G. Smith, [of the 'Daily News'] 

Concerns the 'Daily News'.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

24 
November 
1858 

HM/833 Autograph letter, signed from [Thomas] Walker of the 
'Daily News' 

Concerns the 'Daily News'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

2 February 
1859 

HM/834 Letter from G. Smith, [of the 'Daily News'] 

Concerns the 'Daily News', and financial 
arrangements.   

1 item 

Access: Open 

5 February 
1863 

HM/835 An account by G. F. Smith of the history of the 'Daily 
News' 

Reports the 'Daily News' was started in January 
1846 under the management of Charles Dickens, 
with Mr Forster as Chief Editor. Mentions the 
changing price of the paper, circulation numbers, the 
politics of the newspaper, and some of Martineau's 
contributions.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

July 1856 

HM/836 Autograph letter, signed from Goldwin Smith to 
Harriet Martineau 

Discusses current military news. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

29 
December 
1862 

HM/837 Autograph letter, signed from Julia Smith 23 March 
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The letter is likely to be to Maria Martineau. 
Discusses people who have recently had contact 
with Harriet Martineau, and mentions a photograph 
of F. N. [Florence Nightingale].  

1 item 

Access: Open 

[1860] 

HM/838 Autograph letter, signed from [Thomas] Valentine 
Smith  

Mentions Comte's 'Positive Philosophy'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

15 April 
1871 

HM/839 Autograph letter, signed from [Thomas] Valentine 
Smith  

Mentions Mrs Octavius Smith; and financial 
arrangements.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

19 April 
1871 

HM/840 Autograph letter, signed from Louisa Stone  

Written in December, from the Rectory, Spitalfields. 
Concerns articles by Harriet Martineau in the 
'Leader', in particular one on 'Associated Homes for 
Ladies'; the plight of 'our poor'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[19th 
century] 

HM/841 Autograph letter, signed from [William Wetmore] 
Story  

Discusses writing about 'American affairs' and 
Martineau's article in the Daily News. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

November 
1861 

HM/842 Autograph letter, signed from [William Wetmore] 
Story 

24 August 
1862 
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Concerns Story's book 'Roba di Roma'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/843-
850 

Correspondence with Arthur [Penrhyn] Stanley 

Letters mainly debate a passage by Pascal, and Dr 
Arnold's quotation. Several also discuss Lord and 
Lady Elgin. 

Administrative history: Arthur Penrhyn Stanley 
(1815–1881) was an English churchman, Dean of 
Westminster, known as Dean Stanley. Married to 
Lady Augusta Elizabeth Frederica Stanley, daughter 
of Thomas Bruce, 7th Earl of Elgin and Elizabeth 
Bruce, Countess of Elgin. 

8 items 

Access: Open 

1855-1877 

HM/843 Autograph letter, signed from [Arthur Penrhyn] 
Stanley 

Concerns a passage by Pascal, a letter by [Dr] 
Thomas Arnold, and Stanley's interpretation of it. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

24 
September 
1855 

HM/844 Autograph letter, signed from Arthur [Penrhyn] 
Stanley 

About Harriet Martineau's article on Lord Elgin in the 
'Daily News'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

14 
December 
1863 

HM/845 Autograph letter, signed from [Arthur Penrhyn] 
Stanley  

Concerns Lord Elgin. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

30 April 
1877 
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HM/846 Autograph letter, signed from [Arthur Penrhyn] 
Stanley  

Writes of The Prince of Wales, and Lady Elgin. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

18 
November 
1875 

HM/847 Copy of letter from Harriet Martineau to [Arthur 
Penrhyn] Stanley  

Written in reply to HM/843. Discusses a passage by 
Pascal, and Dr Arnold's quotation. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

25 
September 
[1855] 

HM/848 Autograph letter, signed from [Arthur Penrhyn] 
Stanley  

Discusses a passage by Pascal, and Dr Arnold's 
thoughts on it. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

3 October 
[1855] 

HM/849 Copy of letter from Harriet Martineau to [Arthur 
Penrhyn] Stanley  

Discusses Pascal's and Dr Arnold's views.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

5 October 
[1855] 

HM/850 Autograph letter, signed from [Arthur Penrhyn] 
Stanley 

Continues the discussion about [Pascal's and Dr 
Arnold's views]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

14 October 
1855 

HM/851-
854 

Autograph letters, signed from Lady Augusta Stanley 
[Bruce] 

Letters contain mainly family news. 

1862-1869 



Harriet Martineau Papers 

 

203 
© Cadbury Research Library: Special Collections, University of Birmingham 

 

Administrative history: Lady Augusta Elizabeth 
Frederica Stanley (1822-1876), was the daughter of 
Thomas Bruce, 7th Earl of Elgin and Elizabeth 
Bruce, Countess of Elgin. She was lady in waiting to 
Queen Victoria. She met and later married Arthur 
Penrhyn Stanley, Dean of Westminster. 

4 items 

Access: Open 

Notes: The address or perhaps family crest has been 
cut from the front page of each sheet of paper.  

HM/851 Autograph letter, signed from Augusta Bruce [Lady 
Augusta Stanley] 

Writes of Lady Elgin's illness and her recovery. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

2 June 
1862 

HM/852 Autograph letter, signed from Augusta Bruce [Lady 
Augusta Stanley] 

Writes of Harriet Martineau's nephew, Mr Higginson; 
family news. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

26 January 
1867 

HM/853 Autograph letter, signed from Augusta Bruce [Lady 
Augusta Stanley] 

Writes of family news. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

7 February 
1868 

HM/854 Autograph letter, signed from Augusta Bruce [Lady 
Augusta Stanley] 

Mentions Harriet Martineau's ['Letter to the Deaf']; 
the health of Lady Elgin and other family news. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

16 August 
1869 
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HM/855-
866 

Autograph letters, signed from Lady Henrietta Maria 
Stanley, of Alderley Park, Congleton 

Letters to Martineau discuss Stanley's educational 
work and her Girls Schools; and personal family 
matters. They convey a deep appreciation of 
Martineau's writings and of Stanley's affection and 
respect for Martineau. The correspondence also 
discusses Mrs [Harriet] Grote, Carlyle, Lady 
Amberley, and other related acquaintances. 

Administrative history: Henrietta Maria Stanley, 
Baroness Stanley of Alderley (née Dillon-Lee; 21 
December 1807-16 February 1895), Canadian-born 
political hostess and campaigner for the education of 
women in England. 

12 items 

Access: Open 

1868-1874 

HM/855 Autograph letter, signed from [Lady Henrietta Maria] 
Stanley of Alderley 

Discusses Martineau's 'Household Education'; Lady 
Stanley's Girls School; education of poor children; 
and Stanley's special schools. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

26 October 
1868 

HM/856 Autograph letter, signed from [Lady Henrietta Maria] 
Stanley of Alderley 

Writes she has received a letter from Mr [T. H.] 
Huxley about Physical Geography and animal 
physiology, and education matters; Harriet 
Martineau's suffering through ill health. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

2 
November 
1868 

HM/857 Autograph letter, signed from [Lady Henrietta Maria] 
Stanley of Alderley 

Discusses Stanley's Girls School with its 100 pupils; 
education matters; Mrs Bray; plans to read 
Higginson's book at the school; news of Stanley's 
daughter teaching at the school and Sunday school.     

9 
November 
1868 
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1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/858 Autograph letter, signed from [Lady Henrietta Maria] 
Stanley of Alderley 

Writes of her grief following the ill health, and death 
of her husband. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

5 July 1869 

HM/859 Autograph letter, signed from [Lady Henrietta Maria] 
Stanley of Alderley   

Thanks Martineau for sending her book 
[Biographical] Sketches; family news. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

17 June 
1870 

HM/860 Autograph letter, signed from [Lady Henrietta Maria] 
Stanley of Alderley   

Concerns letters of her son, Lyulph [Edward Lyulph 
Standley, 1839-1925]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

4 
November 
1870 

HM/861 Autograph letter, signed from [Lady Henrietta Maria] 
Stanley of [Alderley]   

Concerns her son, Lyulph [Edward Lyulph Standley, 
1839-1925]; mentions the Board of Education, and 
Jane Hughes.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

15 
November 
1870 

HM/862 Autograph letter, signed from [Lady Henrietta Maria] 
Stanley of Alderley   

Writes about giving lessons in Physiology at her 
school at Alderley and in London; lists books on the 
subject she has used; vaccination. 

11 August 
1871 
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1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/863 Autograph letter, signed from [Lady Henrietta Maria] 
Stanley of Alderley   

Discusses Mrs [Harriet] Grote; Harriet Martineau's 
heath; states Lady Augusta Stanley sees only her 
sister's friends.    

1 item 

Access: Open 

13 May 
1872 

HM/864 Autograph letter, signed from [Lady Henrietta Maria] 
Stanley of Alderley   

States her appreciation of Harriet Martineau's books; 
family news; deaths of contemporaries; mentions a 
visit to see their mutual friend Carlyle; Lady Stanley's 
educational work; working to establish a High School 
for Girls in Chelsea; report on Girton College. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

5 January 
1874 

HM/865 Autograph letter, signed from [Lady Henrietta Maria] 
Stanley of Alderley     

Writes how she feels the death of [John Stuart] Mill is 
'a loss to the world'; comments on Mrs [Harriet] 
Grote's memoir of her husband [George Grote] and 
references to students at Girton [College] and 
political views. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

12 May 
1873 

HM/866 Autograph letter, signed from [Lady Henrietta Maria] 
Stanley of Alderley 

Concerns the death of Lady Amberley [Katharine 
Louisa Russell, Viscountess Amberley (née 
Stanley)], and her children. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

31 July 
1874 
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HM/867-
881 

Autograph letters, signed from Emily Anne 
Strangford [Emily Anne Smythe, Viscountess 
Strangford] 

Letters discuss her marriage to Lord Strangford and 
their life together; her published book; the Finn 
family and their situation in Jerusalem; Arthur 
[Penrhyn] Stanley; family life; the ill health and 
eventual death of Lord Strangford, with many letters 
dated 1869 discussing her grief with Martineau 
resulting from the loss of her husband. 

Administrative history: Smythe [née Beaufort], Emily 
Anne, Viscountess Strangford (bap. 1826, d. 1887), 
military nurse, the youngest daughter of Admiral Sir 
Francis Beaufort, and his first wife, Alicia Magdalena. 
In 1861 she published Egyptian Sepulchres and 
Syrian Shrines (2 vols.), to which she contributed 
text and fine illustrations. The book was a popular 
success, and was reviewed by Percy Ellen Algernon 
Frederick William Sydney Smythe, eighth Viscount 
Strangford (1825-1869), diplomatist and orientalist. 
The couple subsequently married on 6 February 
1862, London. 

15 items 

Access: Open 

1862-1869 

HM/867 Autograph letter, signed from Emily A. Strangford 
[Emily Anne Smythe, Viscountess Strangford] 

Mentions her marriage, honeymoon, and new happy 
home life; discusses her husband [Percy Ellen 
Algernon Frederick William Sydney Smythe, eighth 
Viscount Strangford (1825-1869), diplomatist and 
orientalist]; writes about Arthur [Penrhyn] Stanley, 
and his dealings with the Queen and Prince [of 
Wales]; the Finn family, [James Finn, British consul 
at Jerusalem], and affairs there; discussions on the 
'Jerusalem Holy site question' Pierotti versus 
Fergusson. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

17 March 
1862 

HM/868 Autograph letter, signed from Emily Strangford 
[Emily Anne Smythe, Viscountess Strangford] 

Details the arrangements for a visit by Harriet 

29 April 
1862 
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Martineau's niece; Mrs Finn and her book on 
Jerusalem; family events; news of Pierotti, visits to 
sites, lectures and books. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/869 Autograph letter, signed from Emily Strangford 
[Emily Anne Smythe, Viscountess Strangford] 

Writes of Mrs Finn, a visit by the Prince of Wales and 
Jerusalem; and discusses a trip to Jersey with her 
husband Lord Strangford.     

1 item 

Access: Open 

27 August 
1862 

HM/870 Autograph letter, signed from Emily Strangford 
[Emily Anne Smythe, Viscountess Strangford] 

Writes of Mrs Finn and the situation concerning the 
Germans and the debt of the Finn family in 
Jerusalem. [James Finn was a British Consul in 
Jerusalem]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

28 August 
1862 

HM/871 Autograph letter, signed from E. A. Strangford [Emily 
Anne Smythe, Viscountess Strangford] 

Discusses the Finn family, Lord Russell and 
Jerusalem; Arthur Stanley. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

8 
September 
1862 

HM/872 Autograph letter, signed from Emily A. Strangford 
[Emily Anne Smythe, Viscountess Strangford] 

Discusses the Finn family situation in Jerusalem, and 
differences of opinion about how they have been 
treated; new appointment in Syria; Rosa [Beaufort]; 
[E. A. Smythe's book]. 

1 item 

26 
December 
1862 



Harriet Martineau Papers 

 

209 
© Cadbury Research Library: Special Collections, University of Birmingham 

 

Access: Open 

HM/873 Autograph letter, signed from Emily A. Strangford 
[Emily Anne Smythe, Viscountess Strangford] 

Mentions the ill health of her sister Rosa, and her 
nieces; thanks Martineau for her letter about her 
book; the Finn family, their debt and their appeal. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[1864?] 

HM/874 Autograph letter, signed from Emily A. Strangford 
[Emily Anne Smythe, Viscountess Strangford] 

Apologies to Martineau for the delay in sending a 
copy of her book, discusses her books and hopes it 
will be of interest; political chapters in the book 
written by Lord Strangford; ill health of Lord 
Strangford.  

Administrative history: Emily Strangford published 
her book Eastern Shores of the Adriatic in 1864. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

8 April 
1864 

HM/875 Autograph letter, signed from Emily Strangford 
[Emily Anne Smythe, Viscountess Strangford] 

Writes of family news, of her sister Rosa and her 
brother's children; the Finn family and their debt; 
founding of a college in [Beirut], and education in 
Arabic. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

24 January 
[1864?] 

HM/876 Autograph letter, signed from [Emily A. Strangford; 
[Emily Anne Smythe, Viscountess Strangford]] 

Writes about her husband and states Lord 
Strangford spent his last evening reading 
Martineau's biographies. [Lord Strangford died 9 
January 1869]. Incomplete, page missing. 

1 item 

2 February 
1869 



Harriet Martineau Papers 

 

210 
© Cadbury Research Library: Special Collections, University of Birmingham 

 

Access: Open 

HM/877 Autograph letter, signed from E. Strangford [Emily 
Anne Smythe, Viscountess Strangford] 

Thanks Martineau for her kind letter; writes of her 
grief [following the death of her husband, Lord 
Strangford]; discusses her book.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

10 April 
1869 

HM/878 Autograph letter, signed from Emily A. Strangford 
[Emily Anne Smythe, Viscountess Strangford] 

Written from Rome. Discusses her holiday; asks 
Martineau what she thinks of her book; the situation 
of the Finn family. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

20 May 
[1862?] 

HM/879 Autograph letter, signed from E. Strangford [Emily 
Anne Smythe, Viscountess Strangford] 

Discusses her new book which she posted to 
Martineau; mentions she has planted roses and 
snowdrops in memory [of her husband?]; writes 
about her life and how she is coping with her grief. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

24 June 
[1869?] 

HM/880 Autograph letter, signed from E. Strangford [Emily 
Anne Smythe, Viscountess Strangford] 

Writes about her plans, her toothache, general 
health, and her grief. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

30 July 
[1869?] 

HM/881 Autograph letter, signed from E. Strangford [Emily 
Anne Smythe, Viscountess Strangford] 

Incomplete, first page missing. Writes about [her 
husband?] and her grief. 

[1869] 
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1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/882 Autograph letter, signed from N. Sutton, Dublin  

About the Commission on the endowed schools of 
Ireland. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

14 October 
[?1866] 

HM/883 Autograph letter, signed from John C. Templer  

Concerns his son George, his talent as an artist, his 
future education, and the opinion of Sir Edwin 
Landseer in the matter; also mentions Sir James 
Gordon, Governor of Greenwich Hospital. Makes 
reference to the letter he received from W. P. Frith, 
which he has copied and sent to Martineau (see 
reference: HM/884]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

17 
November 
1866 

HM/884 Copy of letter, from W. P. Frith to John C. Templer  

Concerns John C. Templer's son [George] and the 
opinion of Sir Edwin Landseer about his talent as an 
artist. 

[This copy letter, originally dated 8 November 1866, 
was sent [to Martineau] by John C. Templer along 
with his own letter, reference HM/883].    

1 item 

Access: Open 

November 
1866 

HM/885 Newscutting of a poem by R. M. M., 'England's 
Summer' 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1857 

HM/886 Copy of a letter from Anne Thackeray to Mr [H. G.] 
Atkinson  

Writes of her surprise and delight at [Harriet] 

[mid 1860s] 
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Martineau's praise of [her book, 'The Village on the 
Cliff']. 

Administrative history: Ritchie, Anne Isabella, Lady, 
née Thackeray (9 June 1837-26 February 1919), 
English writer. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/887 Autograph letter, signed from [Thomas] Perronet 
Thompson 

Writes of his communications to constituents at 
Bradford which will feature in the Keighley Reporter 
and other newspapers, and his wish to publish the 
letters as a pamphlet; other political comments. 

Administrative history: Thomas Perronet Thompson 
(1783-1869), was a British Parliamentarian, a 
Governor of Sierra Leone and a radical reformer. 
Thompson was elected to represent Bradford in 
1847. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

25 
December 
1857 

HM/888 Autograph letter, signed from [Charles Wyville] 
Thompson to Jane Martineau 

Thanks Martineau for sending him his father's letters 
[Thomas Perronet Thompson] which he wished to 
copy for his book. Mentions other people he has also 
been in touch with about letters they have from his 
father which could be useful for the memoir. 
Mentions [Harriet Martineau's] ill health and asks 
Jane to thank her for her kind recollections about his 
family. Includes the envelope. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

20 June 
1876 

HM/889 Autograph letter, signed from Joseph Townson  

Letter dated 2 September 1862, about Harriet 
Martineau's income tax. On the reverse of the letters 
is Harriet Martineau's reply, dated 3 September 
1862. Also includes a small note headed 'Income 
Tax Return 1863', with figures under headings 

1862-1863 
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'literature', 'interest', and 'duty'. 

2 items 

Access: Open 

HM/890-
899 

Correspondence mainly with 'Ticknor and Fields', 
later 'Fields, Osgood, & Co', publishers 

Correspondence is mainly between Harriet 
Martineau and publishers Ticknor and Fields, later 
Fields, Osgood, & Co. They concern articles written 
by Martineau and discuss the offer to publish her 
autobiography. There are also letters to Mrs Maria 
Weston Chapman and Thomas Martineau connected 
to the publication of Harriet Martineau's 
autobiography. 

Administrative history: Ticknor and Fields (1854–
1889) were an American publishing company based 
in Boston, Massachusetts. Following Ticknor's death, 
the firm was known as Fields, Osgood, & Co from 
1868. 

10 items 

Access: Open 

1860-1875 

HM/890 Autograph letter, signed from Ticknor and Fields, 
[publishers] 

Thanks Martineau for her article on Lady Byron 
which they will print in their magazine and sends 
payment; asks if Martineau will write about her 
reminiscences of the Lake [District] and the people 
that live there as they are sure it would be of interest 
to their American readers. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

17 
December 
1860 

HM/891 Autograph letter, signed from Ticknor and Fields, 
[publishers] 

Thanks Martineau for her article 'The Lights of the 
Lake District' and encloses payment; discusses 
Martineau's autobiography and asks Martineau if she 
would let them publish this when the time comes; 
hopes Martineau will continue writing articles for 'The 
Atlantic'.  

4 March 
1861 
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1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/892 Extract from a letter sent by Harriet Martineau to 
Ticknor and Fields, publishers   

In reply to HM/891, concerning the publication 
arrangements for Martineau's autobiography; 
Martineau gives the publishers the details of her 
friend, Mrs [Maria Weston] Chapman, as Chapman 
will add the last section to the autobiography before 
publication after Martineau's death. Details are also 
given of Martineau's executor, her nephew Thomas 
Martineau. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

19 March 
1861 

HM/893 Autograph letter, signed from Ticknor and Fields, 
[publishers] 

Mentions Martineau's article about the Lake District 
will be published in 'The Atlantic', and thinks 
Martineau's suggestion for a further article on rural 
England will be welcomed by the magazine; 
discusses details about Martineau's autobiography 
and payment for it. Comments about the political 
uncertainty in America, and a quip about the Pilgrim 
Fathers. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

8 April 
1861 

HM/894 Autograph letter, signed from Thomas Martineau to 
Harriet Martineau  

Discusses the letter from Ticknor and Fields, 
[publishers] about Harriet Martineau's autobiography 
and the offer by Ticknor and Fields to publish it. 
Talks of his wife Emily's ill health. [Letter is 
incomplete, last page missing]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

28 April 
1861 

HM/895 Extract from a letter sent by Harriet Martineau to 
Ticknor and Fields, publishers   

23 May 
1861 
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Concerns Martineau's autobiography and the offer of 
Ticknor and Fields to publish it, and the details 
surrounding publication. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/896 Autograph letter, from Fields, Osgood, & Co 
[publishers] 

Concerns the publication of Harriet Martineau's 
autobiography, Mrs [Maria Weston] Chapman's 
contribution, and illustrations and pictures to be 
included. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

25 May 
1870 

HM/897 Autograph letter, signed from Thomas Martineau to 
Harriet Martineau 

Letter to his aunt regarding the legal agreement from 
Fields, Osgood, & Co., over the rights of publication 
[Harriet Martineau's autobiography], and Mrs 
Brown's letter. Also mentions Johnny, and the health 
of his father. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

12 June 
1870 

HM/898 Autograph letter, signed from Fields, Osgood, & Co., 
to Mrs Maria [Weston] Chapman 

Mr Osgood writes to ask Chapman if she has heard 
from Harriet Martineau about the publication of her 
autobiography.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

22 May 
1875 

HM/899 Autograph letter, signed from Fields, Osgood, & Co., 
to Mrs Maria [Weston] Chapman 

Mr Osgood writes to Chapman thanking her for the 
note regarding Harriet Martineau's autobiography. 

1 item 

2 June 
1875 
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Access: Open 

HM/900-
903 

Autograph letters, signed from [Hugh] Seymour 
Tremenheere 

Writes about publishing news and reports views on 
the 'Weekly Despatch' newspaper. 

Administrative history: Hugh Seymour Tremenheere 
(1804–1893), English academic, barrister, publicist 
and author, who worked as a schools inspector and 
mines inspector 

4 items 

Access: Open 

1844 

HM/900 Autograph letter, signed from [Hugh] Seymour 
Tremenheere 

Writes saying he regretted to learn the Periodical 
was 'not to be' for the present; [Charles] Knight's 
library; Tremenheere asks for Martineau's opinion on 
his report which he has sent her confidentially; writes 
that his paper on Schools of Industry has attracted 
attention in Scotland and asks Martineau for her 
thoughts.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

8 August 
1844 

HM/901 Autograph letter, signed from [Hugh] Seymour 
Tremenheere 

Discusses the word 'command' in relation to 'keeping 
the Lord's Day' and the Law of God; writes about the 
strike and Methodists who sided with them; 
discusses the Political Economists and their science; 
also mentions publishing news. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

31 August 
1844 

HM/902 Autograph letter, signed from [Hugh] Seymour 
Tremenheere 

Views on the 'Weekly Despatch' newspaper 
expressed informally to Tremenheere whilst he was 
sheltering from the rain in Southampton. 

9 
September 
1844 
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1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/903 Autograph letter, signed from [Hugh] Seymour 
Tremenheere 

Continuation of the themes in his previous letter (ref: 
HM/902) about opinions of 'ordinary people' and how 
these opinions are formed. Tremenheere makes 
suggestions for a book based on these ideas 
perhaps to be written by Mr Knight. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

15 
September 
1844 

HM/904-
923 

Correspondence with Trubner & Co., publishers, 
London  

The letters in this section mainly relate to 
Martineau's translation of Comte's 'Positive 
Philosophy', the sale of the first edition and the 
reissue of a new edition published by Trubner & Co.  
One other letter concerns Mrs Farrar book 
'Recollections of seventy years'. 

20 items 

Access: Open 

1866-1874 

HM/904 Letter from Harriet Martineau to Trubner & Co., 
publishers (Martineau's handwritten copy) 

Concerns a chapter in a book by Mrs Farrar, 
'Recollections of seventy years', which includes a 
conversation Harriet Martineau had on board a ship 
30 years previously. Martineau writes stating there 
were mistakes in the reporting of this conversation 
and although the publishers in Boston rectified this 
chapter, Martineau believes no such reprint was 
make by Trubner & Co, and asks them what them 
mean to do regarding Mrs Farrar's book. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

21 January 
1866 

HM/905 Financial account with Harriet Martineau for her 
translation of Comte's 'Positive Philosophy' 

1867 
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1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/906 Financial account with Harriet Martineau for her 
translation of Comte's 'Positive Philosophy' 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1868 

HM/907 Autograph letter, signed from [Nicholas] Trubner of 
Trubner & Co., publishers 

Concerns the sales of Harriet Martineau's translation 
of Comte's 'Positive Philosophy', with the balance of 
payment going to Mr Octavius Smith. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

4 February 
1870 

HM/908 Autograph letter, signed from Trubner & Co., 
publishers 

Regards the executors of the late Mr Octavius Smith 
and their decision to close all the book accounts, and 
the offer from Trubner & Co. to Martineau to buy her 
interest in the remaining copies of [Martineau's 
translation] of Comte's 'Positive Philosophy'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

19 April 
1871 

HM/909 Copy letter from Harriet Martineau to Trubner & Co., 
publishers 

Martineau writes in reply to HM/908, accepting the 
offer made by Trubner & Co. to buy her interest in 
the remaining copies of [Martineau's translation] of 
Comte's 'Positive Philosophy'. Martineau states she 
has already promised Trubner & Co. the issue of a 
new edition when wanted, and has received the 
proceeds of the sales of the book to date.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

20 April 
1871 

HM/910 Autograph letter, signed from Trubner & Co., 22 April 
1871 
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publishers 

Letter acknowledging Martineau's reply (HM/909) 
accepting the offer made by Trubner & Co. to buy 
her interest in the remaining copies of [Martineau's 
translation] of Comte's 'Positive Philosophy'. 
Confirms a cheque will be sent to Martineau as soon 
as the stock has been counted. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/911 Autograph letter, signed from Trubner & Co., 
publishers 

Gives an account of the amount owed to Martineau 
by Trubner & Co. after buying her interest in the 
remaining copies of [Martineau's translation] of 
Comte's 'Positive Philosophy'.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

12 May 
1871 

HM/912 Autograph letter, signed from Trubner & Co., 
publishers 

Concerns the number of imperfect copies of 
[Martineau's translation] of Comte's 'Positive 
Philosophy', which affected the amount of money 
owed to Martineau. Trubner believes reprinting the 
missing section would not be worth the printing cost 
involved. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

15 May 
1871 

HM/913 Autograph letter, signed from Trubner & Co., 
publishers 

[Concerns the number of imperfect copies of 
Martineau's translation of Comte's 'Positive 
Philosophy'] and states nothing more can be done to 
improve the situation. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

17 May 
1871 

HM/914 Autograph letter, signed from Trubner & Co., 1 June 
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publishers 

Concerns Avezac-Lavigne's translation back into 
French [of Harriet Martineau's original translation of 
Comte's 'Positive Philosophy']. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1871 

HM/915 Autograph letter, signed from [Nicholas] Trubner of 
Trubner & Co., publishers 

Informs Martineau's that the edition of her translation 
of Comte's 'Positive Philosophy' is getting low and 
asks Martineau her opinion about the possible 
publication of a new edition. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

29 
September 
1874 

HM/916 Copy letter from Harriet Martineau to Trubner & Co., 
publishers 

Writes in reply to HM/915 and asks for more time to 
consider the proposal to [publish a new version of 
her translation of Comte's 'Positive Philosophy']. 
Martineau informs Trubner & Co. she is too ill to 
undertake the transaction of any business but 
proposes to forward Trubner's letter to her executor. 
Martineau writes she does not think the new edition 
should be condensed, and asks for the cost involved 
in reproducing the work. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

30 
September 
1874 

HM/917 Autograph letter, signed from Trubner & Co., 
publishers 

Provides Martineau with an estimate of the cost for 
publishing a new version of her [translation of 
Comte's 'Positive Philosophy']. Reminds Martineau it 
took about 25 years to dispose of 750 copies of the 
original edition, so they recommend not exceeding 
this number if it is reprinted. 

1 item 

1 October 
1874 
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Access: Open 

HM/918 Copy letter from Harriet Martineau to Trubner & Co., 
publishers 

Concerns the publication a new version of 
Martineau's [translation of Comte's 'Positive 
Philosophy']. Discusses the difficulty Martineau feels 
people have around locating and being able to 
purchase her book. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

9 October 
1874 

HM/919 Autograph letter, signed from Trubner & Co., 
publishers 

Concerns [the publication a new version of 
Martineau's translation of Comte's 'Positive 
Philosophy'], costs involved, number of expected 
copies sold, and publication format.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

12 October 
1874 

HM/920 Copy letter from Harriet Martineau to Trubner & Co., 
publishers 

Concerns [the publication a new version of 
Martineau's translation of Comte's 'Positive 
Philosophy']. Martineau writes asking for reissue to 
be published unaltered; and discusses the 
availability of the books and its cost. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

13 October 
1874 

HM/921 Autograph letter, signed from Trubner & Co., 
publishers 

Concerns money given to Martineau for the 
publication a new version of Martineau's translation 
of Comte's 'Positive Philosophy', and discusses the 
advertisement of the book.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

14 October 
1874 
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HM/922 Copy letter from Harriet Martineau to Trubner & Co., 
publishers 

Thanks Trubner for their assistance in publishing [a 
new version of Martineau's translation of Comte's 
'Positive Philosophy], and discusses the sale of the 
first edition. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

16 October 
1874 

HM/923 Autograph letter, signed from Trubner & Co., 
publishers 

Thanks Martineau for signing the agreement 
regarding publication of [a new version of 
Martineau's translation of Comte's 'Positive 
Philosophy]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

17 October 
1874 

HM/924 Autograph letter, signed from [Thomas] Usher 

Concerns the Sir Walter Scott Centenary celebration 
and invites Martineau to the celebrations [in 
Edinburgh on] behalf of the committee. On headed 
notepaper 'The National Celebration of the Scott 
Centenary'. 

Administrative history: Scott, Walter, Sir, poet and 
novelist, 1771-1832  

1 item 

Access: Open 

13 May 
1871 

HM/925 Copy of Autograph letter, from Harriet Martineau to 
[Thomas] Usher 

In reply to HM/924, thanking Usher and the 
committee for the invite to the Sir Walter Scott 
centenary celebration but declines due to ill health. 
Martineau writes she would have liked to have 
expressed her admiration and gratitude for Scott, but 
will watch the proceedings with deep interest. 

1 item 

18 May 
1871 
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Access: Open 

HM/926-
931 

Autograph letters, signed from [Thomas] Walker of 
the 'Daily News' 

The letters discuss Martineau's arrangements for 
writing for the 'Daily News', and articles she has 
written or could write in the future. The letter dated 
1866 (HM/931) concerns the reaction of Walker after 
learning of Martineau's resignation from the Daily 
News [due to ill health]. 

Administrative history: Walker, Thomas, 1822-1898, 
English journalist, and editor of the 'Daily News' 
1858-1869. 

6 items 

Access: Open 

1858-1866 

HM/926 Autograph letter, signed from [Thomas] Walker of the 
'Daily News' 

Discusses Martineau's arrangements for writing for 
the 'Daily News'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

28 
September 
1858 

HM/927 Autograph letter, signed from [Thomas] Walker of the 
'Daily News' 

Discusses Martineau's arrangements for writing for 
the 'Daily News', articles. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

8 August 
1859 

HM/928 Autograph letter, signed from [Thomas] Walker [of 
the 'Daily News'] 

Concerns matters with the 'Daily News', articles, and 
an issue involving Mr Smith. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

10 August 
1859 

HM/929 Autograph letter, signed from [Thomas] Walker of the 24 August 
1859 
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'Daily News' 

Walker apologies for the delay in replying which is 
due to his sister's illness. Discusses articles 
Martineau could write; Mr Smith. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/930 Autograph letter, signed from [Thomas] Walker of the 
'Daily News' 

Concerns the reaction of Martineau's wedding 
article, and discussion about the Prince of Wales. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

2 July 1862 

HM/931 Autograph letter, signed from [Thomas] Walker of the 
'Daily News' 

Concerns Harriet Martineau's resignation from the 
Daily News [due to ill health], and Walker's reaction 
to the resignation. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

26 April 
1866 

HM/932 Letter from Walker, Fuller & Co., Boston 

Discusses publishing matters regarding 4 volumes 
'of the History', and financial matters regarding the 
publication. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

Notes: The original paper catalogue suggests this 
letter is not in the correspondents own hand, but 
there is no evidence to support this. 

21 October 
1845 

HM/933 Autograph letter, signed from George C. W. Warr  

Writes on behalf of the Provisional Committee of the 
National Association for the Promotion of Social 
Purity. Asks Martineau if she will allow her name to 
be inscribed with those of present members. Lists 
other notable people who are in cooperation with the 

27 March 
1873 
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committee. Explains the aims and doctrine of the 
National Association for the Promotion of Social 
Purity. Discusses the link with the Contagious 
Diseases Act, and the aim of extinguishing 
prostitution. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/934 Autograph letter, signed from George C. [W.] Warr  

Thanks Martineau for her support of the [National 
Association for the Promotion of Social Purity], and 
mentions the possibility of printing a few letters to 
make known the ideas and the spirit underlying the 
movement. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1 April 
1873 

HM/935 Autograph letter, signed from Mr C. Webster 

Written from Kendal, concerns flood water and 
blocked drains. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

26 January 
1859 

HM/936 Draft of a letter, from [Harriet] Martineau to Mr C. 
Webster 

Concerns a watercourse, in reply to HM/935 
regarding flood water and blocked drains. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

31 March 
1859 

HM/937-
969 

Autograph letters, signed from William Weir, Editor of 
the 'Daily News' 

Letters thought to be written mainly between c 1854-
c 1857. They discuss politics and subjects for 
articles, and Martineau's involvement writing for the 
'Daily News'. 

33 items 

[c 1850s] 
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Access: Open 

HM/937 Autograph letter, signed from [William] Weir [of the 
'Daily News'] 

Discusses politics and subjects for articles. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[c 1850s] 

HM/938 Autograph letter, signed from [William] Weir [of the 
'Daily News'] 

Discusses politics and subjects for articles. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[c 1850s] 

HM/939 Autograph letter, signed from [William] Weir [of the 
'Daily News'] 

Discusses writings by Charlotte Bronte; and 
comments on Lord Elgin. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[c 1850s] 

HM/940 Autograph letter, signed from [William] Weir [of the 
'Daily News'] 

Discusses subjects for articles, and Martineau's book 
on America. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[c 1850s] 

HM/941 Autograph letter, signed from [William] Weir [of the 
'Daily News'] 

Discusses politics and subjects for articles. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[c 1850s] 

HM/942 Autograph letter, signed from [William] Weir [of the 
'Daily News'] 

Discusses politics and subjects for articles. Letter is 

[c 1850s] 
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incomplete. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/943 Autograph letter, signed from [William] Weir [of the 
'Daily News'] 

Discusses politics and subjects for articles. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[c 1850s] 

HM/944 Autograph letter, signed from [William] Weir [of the 
'Daily News'] 

Discusses politics and subjects for articles. Issues of 
race and religion are also discussed, mentioning 
'negroes' and 'Jews'.   

1 item 

Access: Open 

[c 1850s] 

HM/945 Autograph letter, signed from [William] Weir [of the 
'Daily News'] 

Discusses politics and subjects for articles. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[c 1850s] 

HM/946 Autograph letter, signed from [William] Weir [of the 
'Daily News'] 

Discusses politics and subjects for articles. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[c 1850s] 

HM/947 Autograph letter, signed from [William] Weir [of the 
'Daily News'] 

Discusses politics, slavery, America, and subjects for 
articles. 

1 item 

[c 1850s] 
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Access: Open 

HM/948 Autograph letter, signed from [William] Weir [of the 
'Daily News'] 

Discusses politics and subjects for articles. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[c 1850s] 

HM/949 Autograph letter, signed from [William] Weir [of the 
'Daily News'] 

Discusses having an American correspondent and 
politics. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[c 1850s] 

HM/950 Autograph letter, signed from [William] Weir [of the 
'Daily News'] 

Addresses the letter 'You Abominable Socialist!'. 
Discusses politics. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[c 1850s] 

HM/951 Autograph letter, signed from [William] Weir [of the 
'Daily News'] 

Discusses politics and Sir James Brooke. Writes to 
Martineau stating ''You have done much good by 
your writing in the Daily News - you can do much 
more...'' 

1 item 

Access: Open 

December 
1854 

HM/952 Autograph letter, signed from William Weir of the 
'Daily News' 

Weir discusses his thoughts after reading 
[Martineau's] memoir. Weir writes ''This document - 
and all your notes - make me regret more and more 
that i have made your acquaintance so late''.     

1 January 
1856 
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1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/953 Autograph letter, signed from William Weir of the 
Daily News 

Discusses articles, mentions [Florence] Nightingale 
and Miss Salisbury. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

15 January 
1856 

HM/954 Autograph letter, signed from [William] Weir of the 
'Daily News' 

Discusses Martineau's articles, and books he has 
read. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

5 February 
1856 

HM/955 Autograph letter, signed from [William] Weir of the 
'Daily News' 

Discusses politics and American articles written by 
Martineau. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

25 
February 
1856 

HM/956 Autograph letter, signed from William Weir of the 
'Daily News' 

Discusses politics. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

2 March 
1856 

HM/957 Autograph letter, signed from [William] Weir of the 
'Daily News' 

Discusses politics and subjects for articles. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

12 March 
1856 

HM/958 Autograph letter, signed from [William] Weir of the 18 March 
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'Daily News' 

Discusses politics, subjects for articles, and the 
'Wakefield's clique'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1856 

HM/959 Autograph letter, signed from [William] Weir of the 
'Daily News' 

Discusses politics and subjects for articles. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

19 March 
1856 

HM/960 Autograph letter, signed from [William] Weir of the 
'Daily News' 

Discusses European politics. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

12 May 
1856 

HM/961 Autograph letter, signed from [William] Weir of the 
'Daily News' 

Discusses politics and subjects for articles. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

17 May 
1856 

HM/962 Autograph letter, signed from [William] Weir of the 
'Daily News' 

Discusses politics, and encourages Martineau to 
write and states ''a considerable portion of our 
political public was in infancy or unborn in 1823''. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

28 July 
1856 

HM/963 Autograph letter, signed from [William] Weir of the 
'Daily News' 

Discusses politics and subjects for articles. 

29 July 
1856 
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1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/964 Autograph letter, signed from [William] Weir of the 
'Daily News' 

Discusses politics, subjects for articles, and 
comments about wine. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

6 August 
1856 

HM/965 Autograph letter, signed from [William] Weir of the 
'Daily News' 

Discusses politics and subjects for articles. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

16 March 
1857 

HM/966 Autograph letter, signed from [William] Weir of the 
'Daily News' 

Discusses politics, books, and subjects for articles. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

30 March 
1857 

HM/967 Autograph letter, signed from [William] Weir of the 
'Daily News' 

Discusses politics. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

18 June 
1857 

HM/968 Autograph letter, signed from William Weir of the 
'Daily News' 

Concerns Mr Smith's and Maria Martineau's letters, 
and Weir's relationship as editor of the Daily News 
with Harriet Martineau. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

19 June 
1857 

HM/969 Autograph letter, signed from [William] Weir of the 22 June 
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'Daily News' 

Concerns a matter involving Mr Smith and an 
arrangement he made with Martineau when Weir 
was absent; Weir sets out the conditions regarding 
articles submitted by Martineau for the 'Daily News'.     

1 item 

Access: Open 

1857 

HM/970 Autograph letter, signed from [Lord] Wentworth 

Writes on behalf of his sister, Lady A. I. Noel, and 
himself to ask if Martineau had preserved any letters 
from their grandmother, Lady Noel Byron. Her 
descendants wanted to gather all her writings chiefly 
for the purpose of having materials for a publication 
of some of her prose and writings. Wentworth wrote 
''I think, after all that others have written of her, she 
ought some time to bear witness for herself''. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

16 
February 
1869 

HM/971 Autograph letter, signed from [Lord] Wentworth 

Concerns his grandmother [Lady Noel Byron] and 
the reasons behind the decision Wentworth and his 
sister [Lady A. I. Noel] took to want to publish 
writings their grandmother wrote. Expresses 
understanding about Martineau's destruction of her 
letters she received from [Lady Noel Byron]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

19 
February 
1869 

HM/972-
975 

Correspondence with William Whellan & Co., 
publishers 

Concerns an article they commissioned Martineau to 
write about the Lake District. The payment for which 
was was twenty guineas. 

Administrative history: Headed notepaper for letters 
HM/975 states 'William Whellan & Co., proprietors 
and publishers of County Histories and Directories, 
28 New Cannon Street, Manchester; and Pontefract, 
Yorkshire'. 

1856-1857 
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4 items 

Access: Open 

HM/972 Autograph letter, signed from W. Whellan & Co., 
publishers 

Asks Martineau if she would write a short popular 
article on the Lake District. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

21 August 
1856 

HM/973 Copy of letter from Martineau to W. Whellan & Co., 
publishers 

Concerns the requested article about the Lake 
District as mentioned in HM/972. Martineau asks 
questions about the type of article they require, and 
discusses financial terms she would like.   

1 item 

Access: Open 

23 August 
1856 

HM/974 Autograph letter, signed from W. Whellan & Co., 
publishers 

Confirms the financial terms Martineau requested for 
her article about the Lake District. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

11 
November 
1856 

HM/975 Autograph letter from John O'Reilly, William Whellan 
& Co., publishers 

Writes to Martineau stating her article has given 
''great satisfaction, and I think will suit our purposes 
admirably''.   

1 item 

Access: Open 

13 May 
1857 

HM/976-
1015 

Correspondence with Henry Whitworth 

Correspondence in this section is mainly between 
Harriet Martineau and Henry Whitworth, and deals 
primarily with two pamphlets Martineau wrote. 

1855-1857 
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Correspondence dated 1855-1856 regards 
Martineau's pamphlet related to fencing 
requirements in factories. This was titled 'The 
Factory Controversy; a warning against meddling 
legislation'. It was issued in 1855 by The National 
Association of Factory Occupiers. (A copy is held at 
the Cadbury Research Library, book classmark: HD 
2356.G7). 

Letters HM/985-987 discuss the invitation to 
Martineau from Henry Whitworth to write another 
pamphlet, this time regarding Town Dues and Local 
Dues on Shipping. The expense of which was borne 
by the Association to Obtain the Right Appropriation 
of the Liverpool Town Dues. The remaining letters in 
this section mostly relate to the writing and 
publishing of this pamphlet, and detail suggested 
amendments by Whitworth, Mr Ashworth and Mr 
Heron, and reactions to various drafts and the final 
version. The title of Martineau's pamphlet is not 
mentioned in the correspondence, but it is thought to 
be Martineau's publication 'Corporate tradition and 
national rights: local dues on shipping, by Harriet 
Martineau', issued by the Association to Obtain the 
Right Appropriation of the Liverpool Town Dues. 
Published 1857. (A copy is held at the Cadbury 
Research Library, book classmark: HE 389.G7). 

There are also a few further letters between Henry 
Whitworth and Robert Lowe, J. H. Farrer, and Alfred 
Higginson. 

Administrative history: Henry Whitworth was 
Secretary of the National Association of Factory 
Occupiers, and Secretary of the Association to 
Obtain the Right Appropriation of the Liverpool Town 
Dues.  Both offices were based at 13 Corporation 
Street, Manchester. 

Information about the formation of the National 
Association of Factory Occupiers (taken in 2017 from 
http://www.historyofosh.org.uk/brief/): 

Textile machinery in Victorian textile mills was 
commonly driven by belts from extensive systems of 
rotating overhead horizontal shafting, belt-driven in 
turn by extremely powerful steam engines. 
Entanglement with machinery usually meant serious 
mutilation and probable death. In spite of the 
evidence of numerous serious accidents, Inspectors' 
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enforcement of the statutory requirement to fence 
mill gearing aroused strong opposition from 
employers, particularly amongst the Manchester 
cotton mill owners. They argued that unfenced 
transmission shafting above a height of seven feet 
from the ground was safe by its position and fencing 
was thus unnecessary. In 1854 the Inspectors 
issued a circular letter disagreeing with this view, 
stating that the experience of numerous accidents 
involving overhead shafting showed that all 
transmission shafting should be securely fenced. 
Opposition to the Inspectors' opinion came to a head 
at a meeting of manufacturers held in Manchester, 
where they decided to form a Factory Law 
Amendment Association. This local initiative soon 
widened, becoming the National Association of 
Factory Occupiers in 1855, with the objective of 
resisting the Factory Inspectors' fencing 
requirements. 

40 items 

Access: Open 

HM/976 Copy letter from [Robert] Lowe to Mr Whitworth 

Lowe states the evidence taken before the Select 
Committee is a very complete brief for Miss 
Martineau, and additions were provided by a report 
of the trial before Lord Denman. Suggests Webster's 
book 'The Report of the Municipal Corporation 
Commission', and Baines' 'History of Liverpool'. 
Lowe suggests a full understanding of the case 
would be facilitated by the Report of the Shipping 
Dues Commission, and a perusal of his two 
speeches, one published and the other on the 
second reading of the Bill.    

Three copies of the letters are included. 

Administrative history: Lowe, Robert, 1811-1892, 
Viscount Sherbrooke, politician. 

This letter is in connection with the report on 
accidents in factories, and the Factory Bill in 
Parliament 

3 items 

Access: Open 

[c 1855-
1856] 
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HM/977 Autograph letter, from [Henry] Whitworth  

Concerns a publication.   

1 item 

Access: Open 

[c 1855] 

HM/978 Autograph letter, from [Henry] Whitworth  

Concerns Town Dues; Colonel Dunne and the 
statement made to the House about the reported rise 
of accidents by machinery; discussion about 
accidents in mills; mill gearing; Henry Ashworth; and 
Lord Shaftesbury. 

Administrative history: This letter refers to the 
discussions concerning the Factory Act 1856, and 
whether 'mill gearing', which included power shafts, 
should be securely fenced to prevent accidents.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

10 April 
1856 

HM/979 Autograph letter, from Henry Whitworth 

Concerns the [Liverpool] Town Dues. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

3 July 1856 

HM/980-
982 

Autograph letter, from Henry Whitworth  

Regards the passing of the Bill in Parliament related 
to fencing in factories, and the acknowledgement by 
[The National Association of Factory Occupiers] of 
the valuable service Harriet Martineau rendered to 
their cause. The Association offered Martineau a gift 
of one hundred guineas to be executed as she 
wished. 

HM/980-981 are copies of HM/982. 

3 items 

Access: Open 

19 July 
1856 

HM/983 Copy letter from Harriet Martineau to [Henry] 
Whitworth  

20 July 
1856 
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In reply to HM/980-982, thanking [The National 
Association of Factory Occupiers] for their gift. 
Martineau thanks Whitworth and the Association for 
their assistance in bringing out her pamphlet. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/984 Autograph letter, from Henry Whitworth 

Discusses the financial gift made to Martineau; 
distribution of the American pamphlets; and the 
Town Dues. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

26 July 
1856 

HM/985 Autograph letter, from [Henry] Whitworth 

Discusses Mr Lowe and Martineau's pamphlet in the 
Factory case; and asks if Martineau would consider 
writing another pamphlet about the [Liverpool] Town 
Dues. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

28 July 
1856 

HM/986 Copy letter from [Henry] Whitworth to Robert Lowe, 
MP  

Regards the case against the [Town] Dues. 
Whitworth writes he has asked Martineau to write a 
pamphlet about the case as suggested by Lowe, the 
expense of which will be borne by the [Association to 
Obtain the Right Appropriation of the Liverpool Town 
Dues]. Asks Lowe to supply Martineau with any 
information he may have on the case. 

Administrative history: Lowe, Robert, 1811-1892, 
Viscount Sherbrooke, politician. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

30 July 
1856 

HM/987 Autograph letter, from [Henry] Whitworth 

Informs Martineau he has written to [Robert] Lowe 
and has asked him to provide evidence to her about 

6 August 
1856 
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the [Town Dues] case. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/988 Copy letter from J. H. Farrer, [probably to Henry 
Whitworth] 

Writes saying [Robert] Lowe's private secretary is 
away and thus he can't lay his hands on the required 
papers, but has suggested other published speeches 
and books which might be of use for Martineau [for 
her pamphlet 'Corporate tradition and national rights: 
local dues on shipping']. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

13 August 
1856 

HM/989 Autograph letter, from [Henry] Whitworth 

Sends Martineau copies of the report and other 
information [for her pamphlet 'Corporate tradition and 
national rights: local dues on shipping']. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

23 
September 
1856 

HM/990 Autograph letter, from Henry Whitworth 

Whitworth is pleased to hear Martineau's pamphlet 
['Corporate tradition and national rights: local dues 
on shipping'] can be completed within the year; 
informs Martineau he is getting together all the 
articles he can find which have been written on the 
subject in Manchester and Liverpool which he hopes 
to give in general terms both sides of the case [Town 
Dues].  

1 item 

Access: Open 

27 
September 
1856 

HM/991 Autograph letter, from Henry Whitworth 

Regards the Town Dues case, Passing Tolls, Sir 
Stafford Northcote, [Robert] Lowe, Martineau's 
pamphlet ['Corporate tradition and national rights: 
local dues on shipping'], and discussions regarding 

October 
1856 
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the Board of Trade.  

Administrative history: Stafford Henry Northcote, 1st 
Earl of Iddesleigh, 1818–1887, known as Sir Stafford 
Northcote 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/992 Autograph letter, from [Henry] Whitworth  

Discusses the length and binding of Martineau's 
pamphlet ['Corporate tradition and national rights: 
local dues on shipping'], and details regarding the 
printing from Mr Garnett.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

18 October 
1856 

HM/993 Autograph letter, from [Henry] Whitworth 

Regards the timing when Martineau's publication will 
be released, and agrees the 'Rights of Property' part 
of the question is the most important.   

1 item 

Access: Open 

8 
November 
1856 

HM/994 Autograph letter, from [Henry] Whitworth 

Concerns the Town Dues case, and references in a 
report to freemen and their privileges. Whitworth also 
discusses an advert believed to be promoted by the 
Great Western Railway. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

17 
November 
1856 

HM/995 Autograph letter, from Henry Whitworth 

Discusses Martineau's publication ['Corporate 
tradition and national rights: local dues on shipping']. 
Suggests Martineau sends her manuscript to him in 
sections so he can read parts as they are sent and 
discuss with Mr Ashworth and Mr Heron; mentions 
various Acts and publications related to the case 
which might be helpful to Martineau. 

25 
November 
1856 
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1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/996 Autograph letter, from [Henry] Whitworth 

Whitworth reports he and Mr Heron have read 
[Martineau's pamphlet 'Corporate tradition and 
national rights: local dues on shipping'] and have 
made some notes and possible amendments. States 
Martineau speaks about Shipping Dues without 
defining them as Dock or Town. Recommends a 
book about Bolton's case. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

2 
December 
1856 

HM/997 Autograph letter, from [Henry] Whitworth 

Discusses Martineau's publication ['Corporate 
tradition and national rights: local dues on shipping']. 
Informs Martineau he has asked for a copy of the Bill 
deposited under Parliamentary notice and will send it 
to her so she might have the benefit of any scheme 
which might be proposed therein. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

10 
December 
1856 

HM/998 Autograph letter, from [Henry] Whitworth 

Discusses Martineau's publication, and the 
forthcoming publication by Mr Garnett. Discusses 
possible titles for the publication, such as 'Corporate 
tradition. Local dues on shipping'. [It was finally 
published as 'Corporate tradition and national rights: 
local dues on shipping']. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

11 
December 
1856 

HM/999 Autograph letter, from [Henry] Whitworth 

Discusses Martineau's publication. Whitworth 
estimates the required number of copies which might 
be purchased, publication matters with Mr Garnett, 
and dealings with Mr Lowe and Mr Heron. Discusses 
possible titles for the publication, including 
'Corporate tradition and national rights'. [It was finally 

15 
December 
1856 



Harriet Martineau Papers 

 

241 
© Cadbury Research Library: Special Collections, University of Birmingham 

 

published as 'Corporate tradition and national rights: 
local dues on shipping']. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/1000 Autograph letter, from [Henry] Whitworth 

Discusses Martineau's publication ['Corporate 
tradition and national rights: local dues on shipping'], 
Mr Heron, and reports on publication matters 
ongoing with Mr Garnett. Discussion regarding 
Factory Inspectors and their powers.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

17 
December 
1856 

HM/1001 Autograph letter, from [Henry] Whitworth 

Discusses Martineau's publication ['Corporate 
tradition and national rights: local dues on shipping'], 
and publication matters 

1 item 

Access: Open 

18 
December 
1856 

HM/1002 Autograph letter, from [Henry] Whitworth 

Discusses the Board of Trade, Mr Lowe, and 
Martineau's pamphlet ['Corporate tradition and 
national rights: local dues on shipping']. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

20 
December 
1856 

HM/1003 Autograph letter, from Henry Whitworth 

Concerns [Martineau's pamphlet 'Corporate tradition 
and national rights: local dues on shipping'], and Mr 
Lowe. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

21 
December 
1856 

HM/1004 Autograph letter, from [Henry] Whitworth 

Concerns [Martineau's pamphlet 'Corporate tradition 

22 
December 
1856 
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and national rights: local dues on shipping'] 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/1005 Autograph letter, from [Henry] Whitworth 

Concerns [Martineau's pamphlet 'Corporate tradition 
and national rights: local dues on shipping'], and Mr 
Lowe. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

23 
December 
1856 

HM/1006 Autograph letter, from [Henry] Whitworth 

Concerns [Martineau's pamphlet 'Corporate tradition 
and national rights: local dues on shipping'], and Mr 
Lowe. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

25 
December 
1856 

HM/1007 Autograph letter, from [Henry] Whitworth 

Concerns [Martineau's pamphlet 'Corporate tradition 
and national rights: local dues on shipping']; a bill 
deposited by the Great Western; and shipping dues. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

26 
December 
1856 

HM/1008 Draft letter from [Harriet Martineau] to [Henry] 
Whitworth 

Concerns the situation surrounding [Martineau's 
pamphlet 'Corporate tradition and national rights: 
local dues on shipping'], the views of Mr Lowe, and 
Martineau's concern how this will impact and aid the 
Great Western scheme. Martineau writes that she 
declines being made a 'government hack'. Sets out 
her position with regards to the pamphlet content 
and asks Whitworth to make a choice about how to 
proceed.      

1 item 

27 
December 
1856 
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Access: Open 

HM/1009 Autograph letter, from Henry Whitworth 

Concerns Martineau's pamphlet ['Corporate tradition 
and national rights: local dues on shipping'], and 
views of the publication by Mr Heron. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

29 
December 
1856 

HM/1010 Autograph letter, from [Henry] Whitworth 

Concerns Martineau's pamphlet ['Corporate tradition 
and national rights: local dues on shipping'], the 
views of the publication by Mr Heron, and the impact 
on the Great Western Railway scheme. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

8 January 
1857 

HM/1011 Autograph letter, from [Henry] Whitworth 

Concerns [Martineau's pamphlet 'Corporate tradition 
and national rights: local dues on shipping'], and 
suggestions by Whitworth for part of a chapter.   

1 item 

Access: Open 

20 January 
1857 

HM/1012 Autograph letter, from [Henry] Whitworth 

Concerns [Martineau's pamphlet 'Corporate tradition 
and national rights: local dues on shipping'] and a 
discussion about number of copies to be printed, and 
where they should be distributed. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

31 January 
1857 

HM/1013 Autograph letter, from [Henry] Whitworth 

Writes sending Martineau a copy of the report of the 
Factory Inspectors and a pamphlet on the Town 
Dues.  

1 item 

12 
February 
1857 
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Access: Open 

HM/1014 Autograph letter, from [Henry] Whitworth 

Thanks Martineau for her letter and comments on Mr 
Bright; discusses sales of a book and [Martineau's 
pamphlet ['Corporate tradition and national rights: 
local dues on shipping']. Believes there will be plenty 
of comments on the pamphlet, especially written to 
the 'Daily News'.    

1 item 

Access: Open 

23 
February 
1857 

HM/1015 Autograph letter, from Henry Whitworth to Alfred 
Higginson 

Returns the vouchers sent by Higginson of 44 Upper 
Parliament Street, Liverpool, as they were not 
vouchers for Borough Rates. Whitworth explains no 
Borough Rates are levied in Liverpool, and 
discusses the Rates that are levied in Manchester. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

20 March 
1857 

HM/1016-
1024 

Autograph letters, signed from Henry William 
Wilberforce 

Letters discuss the preparation and writing of 
Wilberforce's article for the 'Dublin Review' on the 
American Civil War and slavery. Knowing Harriet 
Martineau was a campaigner for the anti-slavery 
movement and also due to Wilberforce's lack of 
money, Wilberforce asked Martineau for help in 
providing current information from her books, 
newspapers, and her friends in America to help him 
write the article. Wilberforce hoped to do something 
towards dispelling ''the sad and disgraceful prejudice 
existing in both countries'' [America and the UK].  As 
a Catholic and a journalist, Wilberforce wanted to 
''keep the English Catholics informed'' as they 
seemed ''almost universally Southern in their 
sympathies''. Letters discuss slavery and the 
abolition of slavery in American in 1865. 

Administrative history: Wilberforce, Henry William, 
1807-1873. He was the youngest son of William 
Wilberforce, 1759-1833, who was a leader of the 

1864-1865 
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movement to stop the slave trade. Henry William 
Wilberforce served the Anglican Church from 1834-
1850, then followed his wife, Mary Sargent, into the 
Catholic Church in 1850. Upon his conversion to 
Catholicism, he wrote 'Reasons for Submitting to the 
Catholic Church: a Farewell Letter to his 
Parishioners' (1851). The Catholic Defence 
Association was founded in Ireland the same year, 
and in 1852 Wilberforce became Secretary, living in 
Ireland for several years. In 1854 he became owner 
and editor of the 'Catholic Standard', changing the 
name to the 'Weekly Register' the following year. In 
1864, finding the pace of weekly editorial 
responsibility too demanding, he sold the 'Weekly 
Register' and embarked on a more leisurely 
production of articles and reviews for the 'Dublin 
Review', which was an influential Catholic periodical. 
Henry William Wilberforce had five sons and four 
daughters. He died in Stroud, Gloucestershire, on 23 
April 1873. 

Information: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Wilberforce 
(accessed July 2017). The American Civil War was 
fought in the United States from 1861 to 1865. The 
result of a long-standing controversy over slavery 
and state's rights, war broke shortly after Abraham 
Lincoln was elected.  The nationalists of the Union 
proclaimed loyalty to the U.S. Constitution. They 
faced secessionists of the Confederate States of 
America advocating states' rights to perpetual 
slavery and its expansion in the Americas. The 
Confederacy grew to include eleven southern states. 
The states that remained loyal were known as the 
Union or the North. The Civil War ended in 1865, 
with the Union winning. The Confederacy collapsed 
and slavery in America was officially abolished in 
1865. 

9 items 

Access: Open 

HM/1016 Autograph letter, signed from Henry William 
Wilberforce 

[Regards slavery in America]. Wilberforce asks 
Martineau for information about ''the present state of 
things especially with regards to the condition and 
prospects of the negros'', discusses articles on the 

28 
September 
1864 



Harriet Martineau Papers 

 

246 
© Cadbury Research Library: Special Collections, University of Birmingham 

 

subject and other articles he has written. Hopes to 
do something towards dispelling ''the sad and 
disgraceful prejudice existing in both countries in 
favour of the Southern Whites''. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/1017 Autograph letter, signed from Henry William 
Wilberforce 

Regards slavery in America. Asks Martineau for the 
newspapers she mentioned and states his finances 
are in a state which makes him unable to buy the 
books and papers he desires. Wilberforce writes he 
wishes to ''keep the English Catholics informed...they 
seem to me almost universally Southern in their 
sympathies''. States his view no doubt differs to 
Martineau's as he has never desired to see the 
Union restored, and writes how he has seen that ''the 
Union alone has maintained slavery''. Wilberforce 
explains how he feels ''miserably ill informed of the 
progress of events...because i am just returned from 
a long absence on the Continent''. Writes how much 
he enjoyed Martineau's book when he was younger, 
and although he acknowledges ''momentous 
differences divide'' them, he admires Martineau's 
''love of justice and right'' and states ''I cannot but 
honour a person who has never hesitated to defend 
and avow any thing known or believed to be truth''. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

3 October 
1864 

HM/1018 Autograph letter, signed from Henry William 
Wilberforce 

Thanks Martineau for sending the newspapers, for 
her kind letter, and for trying to obtain the American 
anti-slavery papers. Stresses he is not a Catholic 
Priest. Would like to borrow the book by Professor 
[John] Cairnes ['The Slave Power'] as he desire's to 
know the whole truth [regarding the situation in 
America]. Wilberforce writes how he aware how able 
he is to being misled ''by English prejudices''. 
Believes he has great power as a writer and desires 
to earn something by journalism. He has a wife and 
five children and askes Martineau if she could give 
him the introductions he needs but states he can 

10 October 
1864 
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form no engagement ''which would violate my 
convictions as a Catholic''. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/1019 Autograph letter, signed from Henry William 
Wilberforce 

Thanks Martineau for her kindness. Discusses his 
position on the Roman Catholic press, Catholic 
journalism, and the makeup of the Catholic 
population in England and how they might connect 
with the press. Believes there is a wickedness of the 
tone too generally adopted in England with regards 
to the United States even before the [American Civil] 
War. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

15 October 
1864 

HM/1020 Autograph letter, signed from Henry William 
Wilberforce 

Letter from Wilberforce to Martineau dated 5 January 
1865. He explains to Martineau that her letter arrived 
already opened with some content missing. Details 
the items that were received relating to the American 
Civil War and slavery. States he has read the by 
Professor [John] Cairnes ['The Slave Power'] but 
would like to keep it a while longer as he wishes to 
read it again. Wilberforce writes ''Nothing is more 
strange than the general delusion in England on the 
subject of the South'' [America], and mentions Lord 
Brougham. 

Wilberforce's letter to Martineau uses the reverse of 
a letter dated 5 December 1864 sent to Wilberforce 
from the General Post Office concerning the missing 
packet containing American newspapers.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

Dec 1864-
Jan 1865 

HM/1021 Autograph letter, signed from Henry William 
Wilberforce 

States he is very busy on an article on ''the state of 

21 January 
1865 
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things in America'' and is referring to the book by 
[John] Cairnes ['The Slave Power'], but says he 
needs more recent information especially regarding 
the experiment of Freedmens labour in the 
Mississippi Valley. Asks Martineau for more 
information on the situation and reports the views of 
London papers on the matter. Discusses difficulty on 
another point, that of the exchange of prisoners 
between North and South [America] and wants 
clarity whether ''Whites only'' are being exchanged, 
or if ''Negroes'' are also included. Also queries the 
situation regarding Free Labour in Jamaica. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/1022 Autograph letter, signed from Henry William 
Wilberforce 

Writes he has posted a copy of [John] Cairnes book 
['The Slave Power'] to Martineau and hopes she 
does not disapprove of the new copy rather than 
having her own returned which he had marked and 
used extensively. States he has been very busy at 
an article on the American question and it became 
so extensive he hasn't yet been able to enter upon 
the interesting part, that being the condition and 
question of ''the liberated negroes'' but hopes to write 
another article for the 'Dublin Review'. Offers to send 
Martineau a proof of his article. Thanks Martineau for 
the information about General Banks and comments 
how Martineau's anti-slavery friends in America are 
much better able to judge the proceedings than 
people observing at a distance. Wilberforce 
mentions several anti-slavery pamphlets Martineau 
might be able to provide for him. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

30 January 
1865 

HM/1023 Autograph letter, signed from Henry William 
Wilberforce 

Has requested the 'Dublin Review' send Martineau a 
copy of his article on the American [Civil] War, and 
thanks Martineau for the help she gave. Comments 
on issues he didn't get chance to cover in his article 
but wants to write another article. Discusses the new 
''enthusiastic feeling in the US on behalf of the 

19 April 
1865 
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negroes'' but thinks it cannot last and will be followed 
''by a reaction when it appears that the negroes are, 
after all, only men, and men who have been 
shamefully ill treated. What will follow?''. Discusses 
possible future courses events might take. 
Wilberforce writes ''Whilst therefore i rejoice in the 
abolition of slavery i am most anxious to see a fair 
solution of the negro question and would gladly do 
my best to contribute to it''. Wilberforce states ''I have 
always felt that if we had among us, in England 
some two million of negroes they would be as 
unpopular here as they have been in the US''.     

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/1024 Autograph letter, signed from [Henry William] 
Wilberforce 

Feels honoured at Martineau's approval of [his article 
on the American Civil War] as she is so highly 
qualified to judge it. Asks what form he could 
reproduce the article ''so as to do good'' and states ''I 
hardly think there is any think in my power which i 
would not gladly do to lessen, much more remove, 
the sad hostility of feeling between England and 
America''. Asks Martineau where he could find facts 
as to the population, white and black, of the slave 
states. He writes he has been in the habit of 
believing the common statement, that the ''whites'' in 
the slave states are 8 million, and the ''coloured 
people'' 4 million, but supposes the numbers of both 
''must have been greatly diminished by the war''. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

26 April 
1865 

HM/1025-
1029 

Correspondence with H. W. Wills, of 'Household 
Words' 

Letters between Harriet Martineau and H. W. Wills. 
They discuss Martineau's view that 'Household 
Words' is an anti-Catholic publication, and also 
Martineau's thoughts about the way 'Household 
Words' reported the Factory Case / Fencing Act. 

H. W Wills' letters are written on head notepaper: 
Office of Household Words. A Weekly Journal 
conducted by Charles Dickens. No. 16 Wellington 

1855 
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Street, North Strand. 

Administrative history: Household Words, an English 
weekly magazine edited by Charles Dickens in the 
1850s. 

5 items 

Access: Open 

HM/1025 Copy of a letter from Harriet Martineau to H. W. Wills 

States her reason in detail for refusing to write an 
article for 'Household Words' as she believes it is an 
anti-Catholic publication. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

26 
September 
1855 

HM/1026 Autograph letter, signed from H. W. Wills, of 
'Household Words' 

Replying to HM/1025. Believes Martineau should not 
have been so quick to make an assessment of him 
after reading only a slender paragraph from an 
American newspaper. Mentions Everal Simpson.    

1 item 

Access: Open 

28 
September 
1855 

HM/1027 Copy of a letter from Harriet Martineau to [H. W. 
Wills] 

Martineau writes about 'her sorrow and disgust' at 
the article in [Household Words] concerning the 
Factory Case / Fencing Act and 'Meddling 
Legislation'. Martineau believes [Charles] Dickens 
''mistakes the law, mis-states the facts, and shows a 
virulence of temper, and uses a brutality of 
language...which will do him more injury than any of 
the many proceeding mistakes he has made on 
social subjects...''. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

Notes: See also HM/976-1015 and HM/1028-1029 

30 
November 
1855 

HM/1028 Autograph letter, signed from H. W. Wills, of 8 
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'Household Words' 

Replying to HM/1027. States the articles Martineau 
refers to were not written by [Charles Dickens] but 
were written by other man quite well acquainted with 
the subject [the Fencing Act / Factory Case]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

Notes: See also HM/976-1015, HM/1027, HM/1029 

December 
1855 

HM/1029 Copy of a letter from Harriet Martineau to H. W. Wills 

Concerns the Fencing Act and the dislike by 
Martineau of the way [Household Words] have 
reported on the matter.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

Notes: See also HM/976-1015, HM/1027-1028 

9 
December 
1855 

HM/1030 Autograph letter, signed from L. Witherley  

Discusses plans for a home for ladies, and her 
experience of mesmerism. Includes envelope. 

2 Items 

Access: Open 

23 
December 
1850 

HM/1031-
1035 

Autograph letters, signed from William Wood 

Correspondence and a printed leaflet by William 
Wood sent to Harriet Martineau asking for support 
for his concept of creating a factory combined with 
an establishment for the board, lodging, instruction 
and training of female workers. The establishment 
would mainly be for ''female orphans, the deaf and 
dumb, and the destitute''. It was proposed highly 
educated ladies would offer training and instruction 
to the workers. The proposed site for the textile 
factory was Monkhill, Pontefract, Yorkshire. 

Administrative history: William Wood, of Monkhill 
House, Pontefract, formerly managing partner of the 
Wilton Carpet Factory. 

1856 
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5 items 

Access: Open 

HM/1031 Autograph letter, signed from William Wood 

Writes to Martineau after reading her remarks on the 
Lowell factories. Discusses his plan to establish a 
factory for ''orphans, deaf & dumb and the generally 
destitute or unfortunate'', and discusses a part of the 
plan to provide training for the education of the 
workers by 'higher class ladies'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

2 January 
1856 

HM/1032 Printed leaflet / circular 'Factory Reform and the 
Employment and Education of Orphans, the Deaf 
and Dumb, and the Destitute'' 

Printed leaflet by William Wood, for private 
circulation, introducing the concept of combining a 
factory with an establishment for the board, lodging, 
instruction and training of female workers. The 
establishment would mainly be for ''female orphans, 
the deaf and dumb, and the destitute'', but suitable 
housing would also be set up for the married and 
single male workers. It was proposed highly 
educated ladies would offer training and instruction 
to the female workers. The proposed site for the 
textile factory was at Monkhill, Pontefract, Yorkshire. 
The capital cost would be raised in part by shares. 

William Wood of Monkhill-House, Pontefract, 
proposed to subscribe five thousand to the capital 
himself due to having ''an intense conviction of the 
immense benefit that would accrue to the parties 
employed, and also with a full belief in its great 
commercial success''    

1 item 

Access: Open 

Notes: Monkhill-House in letters by William Wood is 
written as Monkhill House. 

February 
1856 

HM/1033 Autograph letter, signed from William Wood 

Regards the factory reform, and his hope Harriet 

11 
February 
1856 
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Martineau would support his project in writing. [Wood 
wanted to set up a factory, and create alongside it an 
establishment for the board, lodging, instruction and 
training of 'female orphans, the deaf and dumb, and 
the destitute']. Mentions Lowell [factories]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/1034 Autograph letter, signed from William Wood 

Written to Maria Martineau, and sends good wishes 
to Harriet Martineau as she is ill. Thanks Harriet for 
her article in the 'Daily News' but states it has been 
written from his first circular and there is a second 
edition containing further explanatory details [about 
Wood's plan to set up a factory, and create 
alongside it an establishment for the board, lodging, 
instruction and training of 'female orphans, the deaf 
and dumb, and the destitute']. Wood explains his 
second edition circular sets out in clearer terms the 
intention of making such institutions available for 
employment and training. Wood mentions Miss 
Carpenter, Bristol Superintendent of the Red Lodge 
Reformatory School. Discusses Harriet Martineau's 
differing views from Wood about the proposed 
location of Wood's establishment, and discusses the 
views of mill owners and their workers about the 
proposed scheme.   

1 item 

Access: Open 

19 
February 
1856 

HM/1035 Autograph letter, signed from William Wood 

Thanks Martineau for her kind and encouraging 
note. States her support will be of the greatest 
service to his project. [Regards Wood's plan to set 
up a factory, and create alongside it an 
establishment for the board, lodging, instruction and 
training of 'female orphans, the deaf and dumb, and 
the destitute']. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

8 March 
1856 

HM/1036-
1041 

Correspondence with Addey and Co., Publishers 1853-1856 
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Letters discuss the publication and copyright of 
Martineau's 'The Feats on the Fiord' and 'The 
Playfellow'. 

Administrative history: Addey and Co. (Late Cundall 
and Addey), Booksellers and Publishers. 21 Old 
Bond Street, London. 

6 items 

Access: Open 

HM/1036 Autograph letter, from Addey and Co., Publishers 

States how Smith, Elder have offered Addey and Co 
copyright of Martineau's 'The Playfellow'; also 
enquirers about the terms 'Feats on the Fiord' is 
published in 'Knights Library' [Charles Knight]. 
Discusses publication details. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

25 April 
1853 

HM/1037 Autograph letter, from Addey and Co., Publishers 

States they have written to Mr Knight [Charles 
Knight] about the publication of 'The Feats on the 
Fiord' and comments on his reply. Discusses their 
terms to print the works. Also discuss Martineau's 
'The Playfellow', and a translation they are working 
on. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

29 April 
1853 

HM/1038 Copy letters from Harriet Martineau and Charles 
Knight to [Addey and Co., Publishers] 

Draft copy autograph letter from Harriet Martineau to 
[Addey and Co., Publishers], 30 April 1853. 
Martineau writes she is glad [Addey and Co., 
Publishers] have contacted [Charles] Knight about 
the terms and conditions regarding the publication of 
'The Feats on the Fiord'. Martineau accepts the 
terms offered by [Addey and Co]. Also discuss 
Martineau's 'The Playfellow'.   

Also included on the page is a copy of the letter from 
Charles Knight to [Addey & Co], 28 April 1853, 
regarding 'The Feats on the Fiord' and 'The 

30 April 
1853 
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Playfellow'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/1039 Autograph letter, from Addey and Co., Publishers 

A cheque is offered to Martineau for her copyright of 
'The Playfellow'. Discusses publication issues. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

2 May 
1853 

HM/1040 Autograph letter, from Addey and Co., Publishers 

Regards payment to Martineau for her copyright of 
'The Playfellow', and discusses publication issues. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

29 July 
1853 

HM/1041 Autograph letter, from Addey and Co., Publishers 

Concerns the purchase of copyright of Martineau's 
'The Playfellow', and discusses publication issues. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

30 July 
1856 

HM/1042 Autograph letter, signed from Richard Bentley  

Welcomes Martineau back to England. Asks for the 
right to publish her manuscripts [on America] 
following their conversation at Miss Berry's. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

31 August 
1836 

HM/1043 Copy of draft autograph letter from Harriet Martineau 
to [Richard Bentley] 

Replying to HM/1042, Martineau says she does not 
have any manuscripts to send him at present 

1 item 

Access: Open 

2 
September 
1836 
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HM/1044 Autograph letter, signed from John Chapman 

Regards Martineau's translation of Comte's ['Positive 
Philosophy']. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

8 October 
1851 

HM/1045 [Martineau's] statement about a loan paid to John 
Chapman  

Concerning a loan of £500 [Martineau] sent in April 
1854 on the security of the 'Westminster Review', 
payment of the mortgage of the 'Westminster 
Review', and dealings with creditors. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[c 1858] 

HM/1046 Bill to Martineau from Clowes & Sons 

For printing and corrections, Martineau's publication 
'Addresses'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

22 March 
1838 

HM/1047 Terms proposed by [Henry] Colburn for the 'London 
Edition' 

Suggests various amounts to be paid to Martineau, 
for the 'London Edition', 3 volumes. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1836 

HM/1047a-
1079 

Correspondence, agreements and accounts with 
Charles Fox 

Regarding Martineau's publications and related 
financial matters. 

Administrative history: Charles Fox, Bookseller, 67 
Paternoster Row, London. 

33 items 

1831-1869 
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Access: Open 

HM/1047a Note stating 'Book-accounts, C. Fox. concerning 
publication of Illustrations of Political Economy' 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[19th 
century] 

HM/1048-
1049 

Draft agreements for publishing Martineau's 
'Illustrations of Political Economy' 

Agreement between Charles Fox and Martineau. 

2 items 

Access: Open 

1831-1832 

HM/1050 Autograph letter, signed from [Charles] Fox 

Concerns the terms for publishing [Martineau's 
'Illustrations of Political Economy'].  

1 item 

Access: Open 

30 August 
1833 

HM/1051 Autograph letter, signed from [Charles] Fox 

Concerns the terms for publishing Martineau's 
'Illustrations of Political Economy'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

5 
September 
1833 

HM/1052 Terms of agreement regarding the publication of 
'Illustrations of Taxation' 

Between Martineau and Charles Fox.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

11 
February 
1834 

HM/1053 Autograph letter, signed from [Charles] Fox 

Regards account details for publishing a new edition 
of Addresses, with Prayers. 

1 item 

6 February 
1838 
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Access: Open 

HM/1054 Autograph letter, signed from [Charles] Fox 

Regards Martineau's publication 'Traditions of 
Palestine', and discusses a possible reprint. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

13 
February 
1843 

HM/1055 Autograph letter, signed from [Charles] Fox 

Discusses publication issues and costs for a reprint 
of Martineau's ['Traditions of Palestine']. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

20 
February 
1843 

HM/1056 Autograph letter, signed from [Charles] Fox 

Discusses publication costs for a reprint of 
Martineau's ['Traditions of Palestine']. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

21 
February 
1843 

HM/1057 Autograph letter, signed from [Charles] Fox 

Approached by Routledge with an offer to purchase 
the remaining copies of some of Martineau's 
publications. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

21 January 
1845 

HM/1058 Autograph letter, signed from [Charles] Fox 

Clarified the offer by Routledge [to purchase the 
remaining copies of some of Martineau's 
publications] will not interfere with the copyright. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

27 January 
1845 

HM/1059 Letter from Harriet Martineau to [Charles] Fox 

Concerns a mistake in the accounts Fox sent. 

[c mid 19th 
century] 
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1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/1060 Copy of a letter from George E. Fox, executor to 
[Charles Fox], to Harriet Martineau 

Concerning business affairs of the late Charles Fox. 
Details the number of Martineau's books [Charles] 
Fox had in stock, sales, and expenses incurred. 
Offers to send the large stock of 'Sticks and Strikes' 
pamphlet back to Martineau. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

6 
December 
1869 

HM/1061 Financial accounts for publishing 'Tales' [Illustrations 
of Political Economy] 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1832 

HM/1062 Financial accounts for publishing 'Tales' [Illustrations 
of Political Economy] 

1 item 

Access: Open 

July 1832 

HM/1063 Financial accounts for publishing 'Tales' [Illustrations 
of Political Economy] 

1 item 

Access: Open 

August 
1832 

HM/1064 Financial accounts for publishing Traditions of 
Palestine, and Devotional Exercises 

1 item 

Access: Open 

January 
1833 

HM/1065 Financial accounts from Charles Fox 

For Martineau's publications. On Fox's headed 
notepaper: Charles Fox, Bookseller, 67 Paternoster 
Row, London. 

January 
1833 
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1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/1066 Financial accounts from Charles Fox 

For Martineau's publications for the year 1833. On 
Fox's headed notepaper: Charles Fox, Bookseller, 
67 Paternoster Row, London. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

January 
1834 

HM/1067 Draft financial accounts from Charles Fox 

1 item 

Access: Open 

August 
1832 

HM/1068 Financial accounts 

1 item 

Access: Open 

August 
1832 

HM/1069 Financial accounts [Charles] Fox and Gibbons and 
Roe, Wholesale Stationers, Walbrook, London  

1 item 

Access: Open 

January 
1832 

HM/1070 Financial accounts to [Charles] Fox, from Gibbons 
and Roe, Wholesale Stationers, Walbrook, London  

Regarding Martineau's 'Tales' [Illustrations of 
Political Economy]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

March 
1832 

HM/1071 Financial accounts to [Charles] Fox, from Gibbons 
and Roe, Wholesale Stationers, Walbrook, London  

Regarding Martineau's 'Taxation'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

11 March 
1834 

HM/1072 Financial accounts to [Charles] Fox, from Gibbons April 1834 



Harriet Martineau Papers 

 

261 
© Cadbury Research Library: Special Collections, University of Birmingham 

 

and Roe, Wholesale Stationers, Walbrook, London  

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/1073 Financial accounts to W. Clowes from [Charles] Fox 

Regarding [Martineau's] Illustrations of Political 
Economy. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1832 

HM/1074 Financial accounts to W. Clowes from [Charles] Fox 

Regarding printing Martineau's Illustrations of 
Political Economy and other publications. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

11 
September 
1832 

HM/1075 Financial accounts to W. Clowes from Charles Fox 

Regarding printing Martineau's Illustrations of 
Taxation. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

22 April 
1834 

HM/1076 Receipt of [Charles] Fox on account of [Harriet] 
Martineau 

The sum of thirty three pounds, five shillings and six 
pence. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

January 
1832 

HM/1077 Receipt of [Charles] Fox on account of [Harriet] 
Martineau 

The sum of seventeen pounds eight shillings as per 
the bill for 'No. 2 The Hill and the Valley'. For G. 
Smallfield and Clifford. 

1 item 

February 
1832 
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Access: Open 

HM/1078 Receipt of [Charles] Fox on account of [Harriet] 
Martineau 

For printing No. 3 of Martineau's 'Tales'. For G. 
Smallfield. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

6 April 
1832 

HM/1079 Accounts from Martineau to George Smallfield 

For printing matters. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[c mid 19th 
century] 

HM/1080-
1083 

Autograph letter, to and from George Jacob 
Holyoake 

Discusses Professors who might be able to assist 
Martineau with the mathematical portion of Comte 
[Positive Philosophy]; the sale of Higher Education 
books; and brief mentions of Holyoake's publication, 
the 'Reasoner'. 

Administrative history: Holyoake, George Jacob 
(1817-1906), atheist and freethinker, self-proclaimed 
'agitator', champion of the working class, and co-
operator. Holyoake coined the term 'secularism', 
which he promoted in the journal he established 
called 'The Reasoner'. 

4 items 

Access: Open 

1851-1853 

HM/1080 Autograph letter, signed from [George Jacob] 
Holyoake 

Apologies for not replying sooner but 'The Reasoner' 
shows how he has been occupied in London. 
Holyoake is staying with Reverend [Edmund] Larken 
of Burton Rectory, and Larken has suggested 
Professor Boole of Cork College and Queen's 
College Cork would be a person to contact regarding 
the mathematical portion of Comte [Positive 
Philosophy]. Professor Radford Young of Belfast 

19 October 
1851 
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College is also suggested.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/1081 Autograph letter, signed from [Reverend] Edmund R. 
Larken to [George Jacob] Holyoake 

Regrets to report that Professor Boole [of Cork 
College and Queen's College Cork] doesn't have 
time to assist Martineau with the mathematical 
portion of Comte [Positive Philosophy]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

7 
November 
1851 

HM/1082 Autograph letter, signed from [George Jacob] 
Holyoake 

Regards the sale of Higher Education books, and the 
possible profit. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

17 January 
1852 

HM/1083 Autograph letter, signed from [George Jacob] 
Holyoake 

Discusses the 'Reasoner', and books he is promised 
for publication; mentions the house on Fleet Street 
he has secured. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

6 
September 
1853 

HM/1084-
1089 

Financial accounts of Rowland Hunter with Harriet 
Martineau 

Regards accounts for Martineau's Devotional 
Exercises, and Addresses. 

6 items 

Access: Open 

1824-1832 

HM/1084 Financial accounts of Rowland Hunter with Harriet 
Martineau 

1824 
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Regards Martineau's Devotional Exercises, and 
Addresses. Covers the period 1823-1824.   

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/1085 Financial accounts of Rowland Hunter with Harriet 
Martineau 

Regards Martineau's Devotional Exercises, and 
Addresses. Covers the period 1824-1827.   

1 item 

Access: Open 

1827 

HM/1086 Financial accounts of Rowland Hunter with Harriet 
Martineau 

Regards Martineau's Devotional Exercises, and 
Addresses. Covers the period 1827-1829.   

1 item 

Access: Open 

1829 

HM/1087 Financial accounts of Rowland Hunter with Harriet 
Martineau 

Regards Martineau's Devotional Exercises, and 
Addresses. Covers the period 1829-1830. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1830 

HM/1088 Financial accounts of Rowland Hunter 

Regards Martineau's Devotional Exercises, and 
Addresses. Covers the period 1830-1831. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1831 

HM/1089 Financial accounts of Rowland Hunter with Harriet 
Martineau 

Regards Martineau's Devotional Exercises, and 
Addresses. Covers the period 1831-1832. 

1832 
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1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/1090-
1112 

Autograph letters, signed from Charles Knight 

Letters and account statements regarding 
publications by Martineau, including 'Deerbrook'; 
'The Settlers at Home'; 'The Playfellow'; the 'Hour 
and the Man'; the 'Peasant and the Prince', 'Feats on 
the Fiord', 'Crofton Boys'; 'Illustrations of Political 
Economy', and 'The Billow and the Rock'. 

23 items 

Access: Open 

Notes: Feats on the Fiord is currently often written as 
Feats on the Fjord.   

1839-1846 

HM/1090 Autograph letter, signed from Charles Knight 

Thanks Martineau for the notes on Macbeth; French 
books on India; and gives his opinion on Martineau's 
'Deerbrook'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

3 April 
1839 

HM/1091 Autograph letter, signed from Charles Knight 

Explains he has been abroad and why he has taken 
time to reply to Martineau; Martineau's notes on 
Shakespeare's Italian plays. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1 
September 
1839 

HM/1092 Autograph letter, signed from Charles Knight 

Discusses Shakespeare's Italian plays; milliners; 
Martineau's ill health, and time in Newcastle. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

3 October 
1839 

HM/1093 Autograph letter, signed from Charles Knight 

Concerns financial payments; Grainger; and 

26 
February 
1840 
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Martineau's 'Deerbrook'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/1094 Autograph letter, signed from Charles Knight 

Discusses his illness and mental anxiety; business 
and financial discussion; Shakespeare; The 
Playfellow; writes about publishing and discusses 
numbers of copies and finances involved; asks 
Martineau to write another publication. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

23 
September 
1840 

HM/1095 Autograph letter, signed from Charles Knight 

Discusses financial terms for a new publication; 'The 
Playfellow'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

30 
September 
1840 

HM/1096 Autograph letter, signed from Charles Knight 

Sending copies of 'The Playfellow'; discusses other 
Shakespeare plays, and publishing news. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1 March 
1841 

HM/1097 Autograph letter, signed from Charles Knight 

Account to Martineau regarding payment for 'The 
Settlers at Home'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

24 March 
1841 

HM/1098 Autograph letter, signed from Charles Knight 

Regards 'The Playfellow'; the 'Hour and the Man'; 
and discusses other Shakespeare plays. 

1 item 

30 March 
1841 
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Access: Open 

HM/1099 Autograph letter, signed from Charles Knight 

Account to Martineau regarding payment for the 
'Peasant and the Prince'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

19 June 
1841 

HM/1100 Autograph letter, signed from Charles Knight 

Discusses his financial troubles; 'Playfellow'; and 
'Feats on the Fiord'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

29 July 
1841 

HM/1101 Autograph letter, signed from Charles Knight 

Regards the fourth volume of 'Playfellow'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

11 
September 
1841 

HM/1102 Autograph letter, signed from Charles Knight 

Account for the third part of the 'Playfellow'; 'Feats 
on the Fiord' 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1 October 
1841 

HM/1103 Autograph letter, signed from Charles Knight 

Account for 'Feats on the Fiord'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

8 October 
1841 

HM/1104 Autograph letter, signed from Charles Knight 

Account for 'Crofton Boys'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

20 January 
1842 
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HM/1105 Autograph letter, signed from Charles Knight 

Account paid and copies of 'Crofton Boys'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

24 January 
1842 

HM/1106 Autograph letter, signed from Charles Knight 

Discusses financial troubles. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

16 
February 
1843 

HM/1107 Autograph letter, signed from Richard Martineau  

Concerns financial business with [Charles] Knight. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

8 March 
1843 

HM/1108 Autograph letter, signed from Charles Knight 

Agreement over copyright of Martineau's 
publications. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

19 May 
1843 

HM/1109 Autograph letter, signed from Charles Knight 

Discusses Martineau's recovery; mesmerism; 
business; 'Illustrations of Political Economy'; and 
'Feats on the Fiord'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

7 October 
1844 

HM/1110 Autograph letter, signed from Charles Knight 

Discusses business; Martineau's 'Feats on the 
Fiord'; 'Playfellow'; and 'Illustrations of Political 
Economy'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

30 January 
1845 
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HM/1111 Autograph letter, signed from Charles Knight 

Discusses reprinting several of Martineau's 
publications. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

19 July 
1845 

HM/1112 Autograph letter, signed from Charles Knight 

Regards the sale of 'The Billow and the Rock', and 
other publications 

1 item 

Access: Open 

17 
September 
1846 

HM/1113-
1116 

Correspondence and accounts relating to Edward 
Lombe  

Regards Martineau's translation of Comte's 'Positive 
Philosophy', funded by Lombe. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1851-1853 

HM/1113 Autograph letter, signed from Edward Lombe  

Proposing to finance Martineau's translation of 
Comte's 'Positive Philosophy', and matters 
surrounding the translation. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

27 
November 
1851 

HM/1114 Account of money received by Martineau from 
[Edward] Lombe 

In respect of Martineau's translation of Comte's 
'Positive Philosophy'. Covers the period 1851-1853.  
See also HM/1115. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1853 

HM/1115 Account of money received by Martineau from 
[Edward] Lombe 

1853 
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In respect of Martineau's translation of Comte's 
'Positive Philosophy'. Covers the period 1851-1853. 
Possibly a draft of HM/1114, but includes additional 
information. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/1116 Autograph letter, signed from John Chapman to 
Richard Martineau  

Acknowledging receipt of money from the [Edward] 
Lombe fund to Harriet Martineau. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

22 July 
1853 

HM/1117-
1174 

Autograph letters and account sheets from Edward 
Moxon 

Discusses issues regarding the publication, publicity 
and sale of Martineau's books: 'Deerbrook'; 'Hour 
and the Man'; 'Forest and Game Law Tales'; ''Life in 
the Sick Room'; 'Eastern Life; and 'Household 
Education'. Also includes accounts detailing the 
sales, profits and expenses occurred in producing 
the books. 

23 items 

Access: Open 

Notes: 'Life in the Sick Room' is sometimes written 
as Life in the Sick-room', and 'Forest and Game Law 
Tales' often now written as 'Forest and Game-law 
Tales'.  

1839-1875 

HM/1117 Autograph letter, signed from Edward Moxon 

Thanks Martineau for intrusting her novel 'Deerbrook' 
to his care. Moxon states no exertion will be spared 
to promote the sale of the book and promises to 
send a Memorandum of Agreement to Martineau.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

7 January 
1839 

HM/1118 Autograph letter, signed from Edward Moxon 17 
February 
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Regards sales of Martineau's novel 'Deerbrook', 
mistakes in the book, printing of the volume, and 
discusses the price of the novel when sold.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

1840 

HM/1119 Autograph letter, signed from Edward Moxon 

Discusses terms to publish Martineau's new volume 
[thought to be 'Hour and the Man']. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

5 October 
1840 

HM/1120 Autograph letter, signed from Edward Moxon 

Concerns Martineau's publication 'Hour and the 
Man'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

2 January 
1841 

HM/1121 Autograph letter, signed from Edward Moxon 

Informing Martineau 50 copies of her book 'Hour and 
the Man' have been sold. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

6 January 
1841 

HM/1122 Autograph letter, signed from Edward Moxon 

Discusses sales of Martineau's 'Hour and the Man', 
and offers a suggestion to create a cheaper version 
to increase sales. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

30 January 
1841 

HM/1123 Autograph letter, signed from Edward Moxon 

Concerns the statement of account for copies sold of 
Martineau's publications. 

1 item 

24 June 
1841 
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Access: Open 

HM/1124 Autograph letter, signed from Edward Moxon 

Concerns the low sales of Martineau's two 
publications [probably 'Hour and the Man', and 
'Deerbrook'], and suggests reprinting each novel in 
single volumes to increase sales. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

4 March 
1842 

HM/1125 Autograph letter, signed from Edward Moxon 

Discusses the financial offer he has received to buy 
the stock of two of Martineau's volumes [probably 
'Hour and the Man', and 'Deerbrook'], and suggests 
delaying the printing of the new editions for a time.   

1 item 

Access: Open 

21 March 
1842 

HM/1126 Autograph letter, signed from Edward Moxon 

Moxon gives his approval for another party to reprint 
Martineau's volumes [probably 'Hour and the Man', 
and 'Deerbrook']. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

8 
November 
1842 

HM/1127 Autograph letter, signed from Edward Moxon 

Discusses how many copies Martineau will receive 
of her new publication [probably 'Life in the Sick 
Room']. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

30 
September 
1843 

HM/1128 Autograph letter, signed from Edward Moxon 

Moxon discusses his thoughts and the interest 
around Martineau's new publication ['Life in the Sick 
Room'], and asks Martineau whether she would like 
the book to be printed as post octavo size. 

4 
November 
1843 
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1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/1129 Autograph letter, signed from Edward Moxon 

Describes the positive reaction to Martineau's 
publication ['Life in the Sick Room'], and states 
number of copies sold. Moxon lists the people to 
whom he sent copies of the book to, and writes how 
he was rather disappointed to find the book was not 
noticed by the periodicals, but supposes the subject 
''is one which they feel requires to be touched upon 
with delicacy''. Moxon reports he is sorry to hear 
Miss Lamont's book does not sell.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

5 January 
1844 

HM/1130 Autograph letter, signed from Edward Moxon 

Moxon asks Martineau if she has any corrections for 
her book, 'Life in the Sick Room', as he will order a 
second edition to be printed. Recommends the same 
shape be kept, but to consider printing a smaller 
cheaper version in the future. Congratulates 
Martineau on her book's ''complete success''. States 
he will do all he can for Miss Lamont. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

26 
February 
1844 

HM/1131 Autograph letter, signed from Edward Moxon 

Regarding a statement of accounts for Martineau's 
new editions of the novels. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

20 
November 
1844 

HM/1132 Autograph letter, signed from Edward Moxon 

Moxon thanks Martineau for allowing him to reprint 
'the Letters', and confirms the selling price. Asks 
Martineau to confirm the title she would like for her 
book.  

1 item 

7 
December 
1844 
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Access: Open 

HM/1133 Autograph letter, signed from Edward Moxon 

Reports disappointing sales of Martineau's 
publications 'Hour and the Man' and 'Deerbrook', and 
asks Martineau if he can sell his remaining copies for 
the offer he has had at 1/9 per copy. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

7 March 
1845 

HM/1134 Autograph letter, signed from Edward Moxon 

Pleased to hear Martineau is in good health and 
intends to build a cottage at the Lakes. Moxon states 
he would be proud if Martineau would allow him to 
publish her two volumes of Tales [possibly 'Forest 
and Game Law Tales']. Moxon mentions he 
published a political work which has had success in 
promoting a better understanding of 'the Irish 
question', and believes Martineau's 'Tales' could also 
be used as it concerns a subject of great public 
interest. Suggests Martineau issue her works a part 
or volume at a time and to be very cheap, and 
suggests offering 'The League' copies at a reduced 
price. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[September 
1845] 

HM/1135 Autograph letter, signed from Edward Moxon 

Discusses the printing of Martineau's publication 
[probably 'Forest and Game Law Tales'], and 
enquires how they should divide the profits. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

26 
September 
1845 

HM/1136 Autograph letter, signed from Edward Moxon 

Discusses the sale price of Martineau's publication 
[probably 'Forest and Game Law Tales'], and terms 
of splitting the profit. Moxon happy to receive orders 
from the League. 

1 item 

6 Oct. 1845 
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Access: Open 

HM/1137 Autograph letter, signed from Edward Moxon 

Discusses printing options and selling price for 
Martineau's publication [probably 'Forest and Game 
Law Tales']. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

21 October 
1845 

HM/1138 Autograph letter, signed from Edward Moxon 

Moxon is pleased Martineau likes the appearance of 
her new book [probably 'Forest and Game Law 
Tales']. Reports the American steamers now run only 
once a month so couldn't get copies to Mr Bowles 
sooner. Believes the Game Laws will come in for 
public attention.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

4 
December 
1845 

HM/1139 Autograph letter, signed from Edward Moxon 

Writes sending £50 to Martineau for her second 
edition of 'Life in the Sick Room'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

19 
December 
1845 

HM/1140 Autograph letter, signed from Edward Moxon 

Discusses possible sales with 'The League', 
proposals by [John] Bright, and publicity [probably 
related to Martineau's 'Forest and Game Law Tales']. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

29 January 
1846 

HM/1141 Autograph letter, signed from Edward Moxon 

Pleased to hear Martineau is enjoying her new 
house, and reports he feels in better health after 
rambling for a fortnight in the Isle of Wight. Also 
gives details of disappointing sales of Martineau's 
[Forest and Game Law Tales] publication which has 
surprised Moxon given the favourable coverage 

11 May 
1846 
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especially in the provincial papers. Moxon ponders 
whether 'the public are indifferent to the question, or 
whether they have made up their minds respecting it 
and therefore don't care to read more on the 
subject''. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/1142 Autograph letter, signed from Edward Moxon 

Mentions sales of various Martineau's publications, 
and enclosed memorandum of the sums for 
'Deerbrook'; 'Hour and the Man', and [Life in the] 
Sick Room'. Moxon asks if he may be permitted, due 
to the slow sales of [Forest and Game Law Tales], if 
he could sell off the stereotype plates in order to 
repay himself the balance due to him. Moxon had 
expected the Corn Law League would take a large 
number of copies and thus ordered the stereotype 
plates. 

2 items 

Access: Open 

June 1847 

HM/1143 Autograph letter, signed from Harriet Martineau to 
Edward Moxon 

States [John] Murray has declined to publish 
Martineau's 'Eastern Travels' [Eastern Life]. 
Martineau explains why Murray declined to publish, 
and discusses the purpose of her book and why she 
feels it is important to publish. Asks Moxon if he 
would be happy to publish her book instead and help 
make known as widely as possible Murray's conduct. 
Discusses publishing terms with Moxon. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1 March 
1848 

HM/1144 Autograph letter, signed from Edward Moxon 

Writes in reply to HM/1143, Moxon says he is most 
happy to publish Martineau's book [Eastern Life]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

2 March 
1848 
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HM/1145 Autograph letter, signed from Edward Moxon 

Suggests a smaller print run for Martineau's book 
[Eastern Life] as there have already been a lot of 
books published 'on the East'; discusses financial 
terms for publishing. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

8 March 
1848 

HM/1146 Autograph letter, signed from Edward Moxon 

Regards the sale and promotion of Martineau's book 
[Eastern Life], and discusses the sheets to be sent to 
America and whether to have illustrations. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

13 March 
1848 

HM/1147 Autograph letter, signed from Edward Moxon 

States the publication of Martineau's book [Eastern 
Life] will be ready by Easter, and discusses [John] 
Murray's 'alarmed' reaction to the manuscript. Moxon 
mentions Sir Gardner Wilkinson's new book Travels 
in Dalmatia was offered to him. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

27 March 
1848 

HM/1148 Autograph letter, signed from Edward Moxon 

States Mr Miller will send the sheets by steamer 
leaving Liverpool 14 April, and Martineau is to 
receive £20 for them and more to follow if the book is 
successful [Eastern Life]. Moxon describes his 
opinion on Martineau's book and ponders on 
possible sales. Moxon pleased Martineau has been 
'requested to enlighten the lower classes on the true 
character of the recent changes in France'.   

1 item 

Access: Open 

13 April 
1848 

HM/1149 Autograph letter, signed from Edward Moxon 

Regards Martineau's 'Household Education', with 
Moxon offering to publish it in a separate volume. 

14 October 
1848 
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Sets out his terms if this publication goes ahead and 
suggests printing details.   

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/1150 Autograph letter, signed from Edward Moxon 

Regards Martineau's ['Household Education'], and 
Moxon is pleased Martineau is allowing him to 
publish it in a cheaper edition. Believes Martineau's 
'Eastern Life' will reach a second edition. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

20 October 
1848 

HM/1151 Autograph letter, signed from Edward Moxon 

Concerns the sales of 'Eastern Life', and advises not 
to go to press with the second edition until the 
remaining copies are sold. Includes a note indicating 
number of copies sold. 

2 items 

Access: Open 

November 
1848 

HM/1152 Autograph letter, signed from Edward Moxon 

Concerns the dissolving of partnership between 
Wiley and Patnam publishers, and the resulting 
impact on the offer to Martineau. [Possibly regrading 
Eastern Life]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[1848] 

HM/1153 Autograph letter, signed from Edward Moxon 

Concerns sales of 'Forest and Game Law Tales'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1 February 
1849 

HM/1154 Autograph letter, signed from Edward Moxon 

Reports the last copy of 'Life in the Sick Room' has 
been sold and suggests a reprint in a cheaper 

22 March 
1849 
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format. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/1155 Accounting note [from Edward Moxon] 

Detailing the number of copies sold and number on 
hand of 'Eastern Life' and 'Household Education'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1 July 1849 

HM/1156 Autograph letter, signed from Edward Moxon 

Concerns payment for sales of 'Household 
Education', and asks for corrections to 'Eastern Life' 
for the new edition, which Moxon will print at his own 
risk.   

1 item 

Access: Open 

27 January 
1850 

HM/1157 Accounting note [from Edward Moxon] 

Detailing the number of copies sold and number on 
hand of 'Eastern Life' and 'Household Education'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1 January 
1850 

HM/1158 Accounting note [from Edward Moxon] 

Detailing the number of copies sold and number on 
hand of 'Household Education'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1 January 
1851 

HM/1159 Autograph letter, signed from Edward Moxon 

Discusses arrangements and financial terms for the 
sale of 'Household Education'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

28 January 
1852 
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HM/1160 Autograph letter, signed from Edward Moxon 

Proposes a financial offer for the remaining copies of 
'Household Education'. Letter is missing its second 
page. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

21 
February 
1852 

HM/1161 Autograph letter, signed from Edward Moxon 

Letter enclosing an inventory of copies sold and 
remaining of 'Household Education'. 

2 items 

Access: Open 

26 
February 
1852 

HM/1162 Autograph letter, signed from Edward Moxon 

Discusses number of copies sold for 'Eastern Life', 
'Life in the Sick Room', and 'Household Education'. 
Informs Martineau she is now at liberty to reprint all 
or any one of them.    

1 item 

Access: Open 

11 May 
1853 

HM/1163 Account sheet from Edward Moxon 

Accounts and details of copies sold for 'Hour and the 
Man', and 'Deerbrook'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1841 

HM/1164 Account sheet from Edward Moxon 

Accounts for 'Deerbrook'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

June 1840 

HM/1165 Account sheet from Edward Moxon 

Accounts for binding work in 1839 for 'Deerbrook'. 

1 item 

31 
December 
1842 
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Access: Open 

HM/1166 Account sheet from Edward Moxon 

Accounts and details of copies sold for 'Hour and the 
Man', and 'Deerbrook' between 1839-1842. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

June 1842 

HM/1167 Account sheet from Edward Moxon 

Accounts and details of printing and copies of 'Hour 
and the Man', and 'Deerbrook', in 1843 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1845 

HM/1168 Account sheet from Edward Moxon 

Accounts and details of printing, and number of 
copies of 'Forest and Game Law Tales'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1846 

HM/1169 Account sheet from Edward Moxon 

Accounts for 'Eastern Life' and other related 
expenses, 1848-1850. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1851 

HM/1170 Account sheet from Edward Moxon 

Accounts for 'Household Education', 1850-1852. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1852 

HM/1171 Account sheet from Edward Moxon 

Accounts for 'Household Education', and 'Life in the 
Sick Room', 1851-1852. 

1 item 

1852 
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Access: Open 

HM/1172 Account sheet from Edward Moxon 

Accounts for 'Household Education'.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

February 
1852 

HM/1173 Account sheet from Edward Moxon 

Accounts for 'Household Education'.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

26 
February 
1852 

HM/1174 Memorandum of Agreement between Harriet 
Martineau and E. Moxon Son & Co., publishers, 
Warwick 

Sets out the terms and conditions for producing an 
edition of Martineau's 'Eastern Life'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

29 May 
1875 

HM/1175-
1181 

Letters to and from Martineau; John Richard 
Robinson of the Daily News; and Ward, Lock and 
Tyler 

Regards the publication of a reissue of Martineau's 
'Eastern Life'. 

7 items 

Access: Open 

1875 

HM/1175 Autograph letter, signed from John Richard 
Robinson of the Daily News 

Discusses the firm Ward and Lock [Ward, Lock and 
Tyler] with regards to publishing ['Eastern Life']. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

21 May 
1875 

HM/1176 Autograph letter, signed from John Richard 
Robinson of the Daily News 

24 May 
1875 
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Discusses making Martineau's writing more 
accessible, and assures Martineau that Ward and 
Lock [of the publishing firm] are respectable people 
who would be happy to look at Martineau's proofs. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/1177 Autograph letter, signed from John Richard 
Robinson of the Daily News 

Arrangements for sending the [publishing firm] Ward 
and Lock a copy of Martineau's book.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

5 June 
1875 

HM/1178 Autograph letter, signed from Ward, Lock and Tyler 
[to John Richard Robinson] 

Regards the publication by E. Moxon and Co of a 
one volume edition of 'Eastern Life'.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

20 May 
1875 

HM/1179 Copy of a letter Harriet Martineau sent to Ward, Lock 
and Co.  

Martineau writes she is pleased Ward, Lock and Co. 
[Ward, Lock and Tyler] will reissue 'Eastern Life' 
following the death of Mr Moxon, and is happy to 
accept the firm as the publishers of her book. 
Discusses terms for publishing.    

1 item 

Access: Open 

25 May 
1875 

HM/1180 Autograph letter, signed from Ward, Lock and Tyler 

Regards the publication and reissuing of 'Eastern 
Life'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

28 May 
1875 
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HM/1181 Autograph letter, signed from Ward, Lock and Tyler 

Regards the publication and reissuing of 'Eastern 
Life'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1 June 
1875 

HM/1182-
1191 

Autograph letters, to and from John Murray 

Concerns the publication of Martineau's ['Eastern 
Life Past and Present']. Murray agreed in 1847 to 
publish Martineau's book, but later on reading the 
content, declined to publish. In letters dated 
February 1848, he explains his reasons and returns 
the manuscript to Martineau. 

10 items 

Access: Open 

1847-1848 

HM/1182 Autograph letter, signed from John Murray 

Discusses issues surrounding publishing Martineau's 
work, and thanks Martineau for looking over 
Wilkinson's sheets. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

June 1847 

HM/1183 Autograph letter, signed from John Murray 

States he would be happy to publish Martineau's 
work and suggests terms.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

17 June 
1847 

HM/1184 Copy of letter, signed from Harriet Martineau to 
[John] Murray 

Discusses the terms offered by Murray to publish her 
book, and talks highly of Murray's father..  

1 item 

Access: Open 

18 June 
1847 
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HM/1185 Autograph letter, signed from John Murray 

Thanks Martineau for her kind expressions regarding 
his father. Confirms he will publish Martineau's book 
'Eastern Travels' [published as 'Eastern Life Past 
and Present']. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

19 June 
1847 

HM/1186 Autograph letter, signed from John Murray 

Reports Martineau's manuscript arrived safely and is 
very informing, discusses Martineau's health, and 
family news. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

8 February 
1848 

HM/1187 Autograph letter, signed from John Murray 

Discusses why he can no longer publish Martineau's 
book [Eastern Life Past and Present'], and returns 
the manuscript to Martineau. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

25 
February 
[1848] 

HM/1188-
1189 

Copy of letter, signed from Harriet Martineau to 
[John] Murray 

Martineau expresses her reaction to Murray's 
decision to no longer publish her book [Eastern Life 
Past and Present'], and asks him to reconsider. 

The content of the two letters are the same, but one 
is a draft version.  

2 items 

Access: Open 

27 
February 
1848 

HM/1190 Autograph letter, signed from John Murray 

States and clarifies his reason for not wishing to 
publish Martineau's ['Eastern Life Past and Present']. 

1 item 

29 
February 
1848 
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Access: Open 

HM/1191 Copy of Autograph letter, signed from Harriet 
Martineau to [John Murray] 

Reacts to Murray's decision not to publish her book.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

3 March 
1848 

HM/1192-
1194 

Autograph letters, signed from William S. Orr & Co. 

Regards Martineau's publication 'History of the 
Peace' / 'History of the Thirty Years Peace'. Letters 
are on headed notepaper, Amen Corner, Paternoster 
Row, London. Also contains a title page of 
Martineau's publication. 

3 items 

Access: Open 

1852 

HM/1192 Autograph letter, signed from William S. Orr & Co. 

Regards Martineau's publication 'History of the Thirty 
Years Peace'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1 January 
1852 

HM/1193 Autograph letter, signed from William S. Orr & Co. 

Regards Martineau's publication 'History of the 
Peace'. Letter dated 1851, but thought to be 1852. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

5 January 
1852 

HM/1194 Title page of Martineau's 'History of the Peace' 

Part one. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

January 
1852 

HM/1195 Autograph letter, signed from Edward Pyott of the 
Daily News  

Concerns a book by Major [Thomas] Evans Bell on 

6 January 
1865 
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the Mysore case in India, and Pyott requests a 
review. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/1196 Rough manuscript notes by [Harriet Martineau] 

Reviewing the book by Major [Thomas] Evans Bell 
on the Mysore case in India.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

1865 

HM/1197-
1203 

Autograph letter, signed from William Sharpe 

Letters regard publishing terms for [Illustrations of 
Political Economy]; publication of a supplement; and 
[Charles] Fox's accounts with Harriet Martineau. 

7 items 

Access: Open 

1834-1839 

HM/1197 Autograph letter, from [William Sharpe] 

Regards publishing terms for [Illustrations of Political 
Economy]; publication of a supplement; [Charles] 
Fox's accounts with Harriet Martineau. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

6 February 
1834 

HM/1198 Autograph letter, from William Sharpe 

Regards publishing terms for [Illustrations of Political 
Economy]; publication of a supplement; [Charles] 
Fox's accounts with Harriet Martineau. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

14 
February 
1834 

HM/1199 Autograph letter, from William Sharpe 

Regards publishing terms for a supplement; 
[Charles] Fox's accounts with Harriet Martineau. 

1 item 

17 
February 
1834 
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Access: Open 

HM/1200 Autograph letter, from William Sharpe 

Discusses the prepared a Power of Attorney.   

1 item 

Access: Open 

5 July 1834 

HM/1201 Autograph letter, from William Sharpe 

Setting out details of accounts for [Illustrations of] 
Political Economy. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

7 
December 
1837 

HM/1202 Autograph letter, from William Sharpe 

Concerns an annuity. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1 
November 
1838 

HM/1203 Autograph letter, from William Sharpe 

Setting out details of accounts for [Illustrations of] 
Political Economy and other publications. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

3 April 
1839 

HM/1206-
1210 

Autograph letters, signed from [George] Smith, [of 
Smith & Elder] 

Discusses publication matters regarding 'Deerbrook'; 
'[The] Playfellow', and '[The] Hour and the Man'. 

5 items 

Access: Open 

1853 

HM/1206 Autograph letter, signed from [George] Smith 

Turns down a request to publish children's books; 
Deerbrook; Playfellow; discusses the health of 
[Charlotte] Bronte and comments that 'Villette' 
appears to be better liked by the public. 

18 March 
1853 
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1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/1207 Autograph letter, signed from [George Smith]   

Says he will make a bargain with publishers for her 
friend's manuscript, and will re-negotiate for the 
'[The] Playfellow' at the same time; discusses cost 
and printing of 'Deerbrook', and asks to buy 
copyright. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

21 March 
1853 

HM/1208 Autograph letter, signed from [George Smith]   

Is pleased Martineau has accepted his offer to 
purchase [copyright] for 'Deerbrook' and will send 
her a copy for alterations to be made. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

26 March 
1853 

HM/1209 Autograph letter, signed from [George Smith]   

Reports publishers have declined 'Playfellow', but 
another publisher is considering publication. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

23 April 
1853 

HM/1210 Autograph letter, signed from [George Smith]   

Pleased to learn Addey & Co. will publish 
'Playfellow'; discusses publication of 'Hour and the 
Man'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

5 May 
1853 

HM/1211 Autograph letter, signed from William Tait, [publisher 
of Tait's Edinburgh Magazine] 

Proposal to publish an abridgement or a cheaper 
edition of Martineau's book on America, disappointed 
by the review by his friend Mrs Johnstone. 

13 July 
1837 



Harriet Martineau Papers 

 

290 
© Cadbury Research Library: Special Collections, University of Birmingham 

 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/1212 Copy notes by Trubner & Co.,  

About the cost involved and printing issues for a new 
edition of [Martineau's translation of Auguste Comte]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

October 
1874 

HM/1213-
1218 

Autograph letters, from and about, John Weale, 
publisher 

Letters concern Weale's invite to Harriet Martineau 
to write 15 volumes of elementary history books in a 
popular form for public instruction and schools. On 
Harriet's behalf, Richard Martineau makes enquiries 
into the character of Weale in the book trade and 
several letters regard Weale's suitability as a 
publisher to do business with. 

6 items 

Access: Open 

1849 

HM/1213 Autograph letter, signed from John Weale 

Asking if Harriet Martineau will write 15 volumes of 
elementary history books in a popular form for public 
instruction. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

13 April 
1849 

HM/1214 Autograph letter, signed from John Weale 

Thanks Martineau for her positive reply to his 
request [inviting Martineau to write some history 
books] for popular reading and for schools and 
discusses details of the books.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

17 April 
1849 

HM/1215 Autograph letter, signed from John Weale 

Discusses financial terms for Martineau writing 

21 April 
1849 
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proposed history books.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/1216 Autograph letter, signed from Richard Martineau 

Concerns [John] Weale, and gives a favourable 
account of him as a bookmaker to Harriet Martineau; 
wrote to Richard Kinder asking for information about 
Weale.    

1 item 

Access: Open 

23 April 
1849 

HM/1217 Autograph letter, signed from [Richard] Kinder to 
[Richard] Martineau 

Concerns [John] Weale, and gives a favourable 
account of his character in the book trade. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

23 April 
1849 

HM/1218 Rough notes by Harriet Martineau  

Regarding the proposal by Weale for Martineau to 
write 15 books. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[1849] 

HM/1219-
1222 

Bills and receipts from Simon Wilkin, Bookseller and 
Printer, Norwich 

For books, and work done on the printing and 
advertising Martineau's 'Devotional Exercises'. 

4 items 

Access: Open 

1823-1832 

HM/1219 Bill for books supplied to Harriet Martineau 

From S. Wilkin, Bookseller and Printer, Norwich. 

1 item 

1823 
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Access: Open 

HM/1220 Bill for printing and advertising Martineau's 
'Devotional Exercises' 

From S. Wilkin, Bookseller and Printer, Norwich. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1824-1826 

HM/1221 Receipt to James Martineau from S. Wilkin, 
[Bookseller and Printer, Norwich] 

1 item 

Access: Open 

11 July 
1827 

HM/1222 Accounts for Martineau's 'Devotional Exercises' 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1832 

HM/1223 Maria Martineau's Will 

Maria Martineau, Edgbaston. Leaving money to her 
aunt, Harriet Martineau, and her two sisters Susan 
and Jane. The will is unsigned. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

8 June 
1858 

HM/1224 Note by Harriet Martineau about a loan to her 
nephew, Edward Kentish Martineau 

£250 from Harriet Martineau, £20 the property of 
Maria Martineau.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

7 
September 
1861 

HM/1225 Memorandum on Harriet Martineau's sewing-
machine 

Stating it was formerly the property of Maria 
Martineau's. 

1 item 

17 
September 
1863 
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Access: Open 

HM/1226 Autograph letter, signed from Maria Martineau to 
[Harriet Martineau]  

Discusses possible people to contact and sources 
for articles on 'factory girls'; tight-lacing of girls; and 
cholera. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[19th 
century] 

HM/1227 Autograph letter, to H signed from [? Ellen 
Martineau] about medical attendance and billing. 

[The name Higginson is written in pencil at the top of 
the letter. [Perhaps related to HM/1230] 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[19th 
century] 

HM/1228 Autograph letter, not signed, on behalf of Harriet 
Martineau to Ambleside council  

Concerning the Trustees of the Free Grammar 
School; project to erect reading rooms and baths; 
and the Mechanics [Institute] of Ambleside; states 
no-one in Ambleside is competent to lecture on the 
subject of Mesmerism. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

19 July 
[1852?] 

HM/1229 Draft of letter, written on behalf of Harriet Martineau 
replying to unknown recipient 

Concerns errors in 'Biographical Sketches'. 
Martineau states the letter should have been sent to 
the editor of 'Biographical Sketches' and will forward 
the letter on. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[1869?] 

HM/1230 Note recording number of Mr King's visits and cost 
[Harriet Martineau's record of doctor's visits] 

Note at bottom: 'Higginson's on Mr King'. [Perhaps 

1874 
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related to HM/1227].  

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/1231 Autograph letter, signed from Richard Martineau 
concerning a Post Office order 

1 item 

Access: Open 

19 October 
1844 

HM/1232 Letter concerning S. Stansfield and annual settlings 
at Candlemas. 

With envelope, addressed to Harriet Martineau. 

2 items 

Access: Open 

11 
December 
1848 

HM/1233 Notes and comments copied from Archbishop 
Whately's 'Life', regarding Harriet Martineau's 
'Illustrations of Political Economy'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

7 January 
1833 

HM/1234 Handwritten copy of review from 'Spectator' on 
Martineau's 'Biographical Sketches 1852-1868, 2nd 
edition' 

1 item 

Access: Open 

15 May 
1869 

HM/1235 Copy of letter to Dr [William] Hyde Wollaston from 
Admiral [Sir Francis] Beaufort 

The original letter was written 1825. Taken from the 
autobiography of Sir John Barrow, Bart. Concerns an 
account by Beaufort of his near drowning 
experience. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[c 1825] 

HM/1236 Autograph letter, signed from Emma, London 7 May 
1854 
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Sending thanks for a gift. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/1237 Autograph letter, from unknown sender (last page 
missing) 

Thanks Martineau for her invitation, but states that at 
present, they are unable to visit. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

11 October 
1856 

HM/1238 Note of thanks, from [Emily Napier?], Gale Bank. 

With envelope. 

2 items 

Access: Open 

29 
December 
1863 

HM/1239 Note advising Martineau to drink beef tea daily 

With envelope. 

2 items 

Access: Open 

[19th 
century] 

HM/1240 Part of letter about Martineau's book [British Rule in 
India] 

Sender unknown. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[c 1857] 

HM/1241 Notes about the manufacture of ribbons 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[19th 
century] 

HM/1242 Note of thanks for a gift of lilies 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[19th 
century] 
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HM/1243 Printed circular: 'Cure of cholera without opium' 

The circular states the method of healing was learnt 
in Spain, and has been successful in treating cases 
in Cairo.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

30 October 
1848 

HM/1244 Autograph letter, unsigned  

Account of husbandry on Harriet Martineau's small-
holding. Sections include 'In cultivating the ground'; 
'The produce of the land last year'; 'The produce of 
the meadow'; 'Summer management of cows'; 
'Winter management', and 'Drinks'. Account provided 
by Jane and Robert. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

7 
December 
1849 

HM/1245-
1260 

Testimonial to Harriet Martineau 

Documents in this section relate to the testimonial to 
Harriet Martineau, and regards the public 
subscription commenced at the suggestion of friends 
for the purpose of ''expressing their sympathy and 
esteem, and as a testimonial of the sense they 
entertain of the valuable public services rendered'' 
[by Martineau, see: HM/1248]. 

They list some of the subscribers and contributors, 
give details of amount raised and items purchased 
for Martineau, correspondence between Hensleigh 
Wedgwood and Harriet Martineau, a letter from 
Harriet's Uncle Peter Martineau, and also two drafts 
of letters from Harriet to the contributors thanking 
them for their financial gift to her. 

15 items 

Access: Open 

1843 

HM/1245-
1246 

Lists of subscribers to the testimonial to [Harriet] 
Martineau 

One is just a list of names, and the other gives 
name, financial amount, and place. 

1843 
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2 items 

Access: Open 

HM/1247 Bill for a silver service set bought at T. Cox Savory's 
show room, Cornhill, London 

Lists individual items, such as silver coffee pot, forks, 
spoons etc, and the price of each item. Addressed to 
Harriet Martineau, but also has the name H. 
Wedgwood at the top of the bill [probably in 
connection to HM/1248].  

1 item 

Access: Open 

9 August 
1843 

HM/1248 Autograph letter, signed from Hensleigh Wedgwood 
and others 

Regards the public subscription commenced at the 
suggestion of friends of Harriet Martineau, for the 
purpose of ''expressing their sympathy and esteem, 
and as a testimonial of the sense they entertain of 
the valuable public services rendered'' [by 
Martineau].   

1 item 

Access: Open 

10 August 
1843 

HM/1249 Autograph letter, signed from Coutts & Co about the 
purchase of some shares 

Purchased by Hensleigh Wedgwood for [Harriet 
Martineau, in connection with HM/1248].  

1 item 

Access: Open 

14 August 
1843 

HM/1250 Autograph letter, signed from Peter Martineau 

Harriet Martineau's Uncle writes to express his joy in 
hearing Harriet has been recognised by the public. 
He writes it gives him pleasure seeing ''a generous 
public come forward not only to merit award, but to 
offer a small return for the very great pleasure of 
information given them by your writings''. Discusses 
family news, mentioning Harriet's mother, family in 
Newcastle, and sister Fanny. 

14 August 
1843 
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1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/1251 Autograph letter, signed from [Hensleigh] Wedgwood 

Asks [Harriet] Martineau how he should send the 
money he has for her, and discusses his family and 
their course of measles. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

August 
1843 

HM/1252 Autograph letter, signed from [Hensleigh] Wedgwood 

Discusses how best Martineau could address and 
write to the subscribers to thank them. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[August 
1843] 

HM/1253 Autograph letter, signed from [Hensleigh] Wedgwood 

Writes he is pleased to hear [Harriet] Martineau 
approved of the plate and cake basket that was sent, 
and states he expects a few more pounds to be 
collected in future for Harriet. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

22 August 
1843 

HM/1254 Draft letter of thanks from Harriet Martineau 

Expresses her thanks to the contributors of the fund, 
and explains what the money and gifts meant to her 
and her future financial security. 

   

Following suggestions by Hensleigh Wedgwood, see 
HM/1255, this letter was modified by Harriet and the 
final version sent to contributors can be seen at 
HM/1259. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

25 August 
1843 
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HM/1255 Autograph letter, signed from [Hensleigh] Wedgwood 

Acknowledges Harriet Martineau's letter of thanks to 
the subscribers and says he will send a copy to as 
many people as possible, but explains the difficulties 
in knowing the addresses of most. Offers 
suggestions for the slight modification of Martineau's 
letter to the subscribers. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

30 August 
[1843] 

HM/1256 Draft letter of thanks from Harriet Martineau 

Modified letter of thanks to the contributors of the 
fund, and explains what the money meant to her and 
her future financial security. 

Printed version, see HM/1259. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1 
September 
1843 

HM/1257-
1258 

Printed covering note which was to be sent to the 
subscribers along with Harriet Martineau's letter of 
thanks 

States the amount subscribed and given to Harriet 
Martineau (£1358). 2 identical copies. For 
Martineau's letter of thanks, see HM/1259.  

2 items 

Access: Open 

1843 

HM/1259 Printed letter of thanks from Harriet Martineau to the 
contributors 

Sent to the subscribers and contributors to the 
Testimonial to Martineau.  

This is a printed version of HM/1256. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1 
September 
1843 

HM/1260 Autograph letter, signed from Northumberland & 
Durham District Bank. 

26 
December 
1843 
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Concerns money paid to 'Harriet Martineau's 
memorial' [in relation to the testimonial, see 
HM/1245-1260]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/1261 Cash book titled 'Messrs John and Joseph 
Martineau' 

From 1831 the book records lots of people's names 
with amounts given, but the reason is not stated. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1826-1831 

HM/1262-
1263 

Rough accounts 

Two pages of rough accounts. One lists accounts 
1824-1828 detailing cash to Hunter, and Houlston, 
and Unit Association. The other page has an entry 
for 1824, but dated 1826, listing how many of the 
800 copies (of a book?) were sold. 

2 items 

Access: Open 

1824-1828 

HM/1264 Rough accounts [by Harriet Martineau ?] 

One page of accounts. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1823-1831 

HM/1265 Receipt from Coutts & Co to Martineau 

1 item 

Access: Open 

22 October 
1838 

HM/1266 Note on amount of soap used by 'Leaversley and 
Hands' in dying silk and cotton 

During the period 7 April-9 October 1852.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

1852 
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HM/1267 A list of men's wages 

Recorded on 3 January 1852. Workplace 
unspecified. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1852 

HM/1268 Bill for goods bought from James Allen, of Kendal 

Linen and Woolen Draper. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

14 October 
1862 

HM/1269 [Harriet Martineau's] yearly accounts 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1863 

HM/1270 [Harriet Martineau's] yearly accounts 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1864 

HM/1271 [Harriet Martineau's] yearly accounts 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1865 

HM/1272 [Harriet Martineau's] yearly accounts 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1868 

HM/1273 [Harriet Martineau's] yearly accounts 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1869 

HM/1274 Rough calculation of [Harriet Martineau's] assets. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[1868?] 
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HM/1275 Comparison on Harriet Martineau's income for 1869 
and 1870 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1870 

HM/1276 Accounts 

1 item 

Access: Open 

March 
1876 

HM/1277 Note on quantities of silk and cotton dyed by the 
manufacturers at Coventry, and quantities of soap 
used in such process 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[1851] 

HM/1278 Calculation of Harriet Martineau's income from 
periodicals 

1 item 

Access: Open 

19th 
century 

HM/1279-
1301 

Windermere Benefit Building Society and Harriet 
Martineau's cottage property 

This section includes rules, regulations and a 
prospectus of the Windermere Benefit Building 
Society, letters relating to the Society and details in 
1856 of its closure. Includes Harriet Martineau's 
accounts with the Windermere Benefit Building 
Society, and letters concerning purchase of land 
from Elizabeth Jesser Reid for Harriet Martineau, in 
Ambleside. 

See also HM/1302-1318. 

23 items 

Access: Open 

1848-1856 

HM/1279 Printed rules and regulations of the Windermere 
Benefit Building Society 

1 item 

1849 
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Access: Open 

HM/1280 Prospectus of the Windermere Permanent Land, 
Building, and Investment Association 

Printed prospectus setting out the terms and aims of 
the association, the object of which was ''to place 
within reach of every member the means of securing 
a comfortable existence in old age...To make all men 
owners of property, so that they may become their 
own landlords''. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1848 

HM/1281 Autograph letter, signed from John Crosfield about 
purchase of land [in Ambleside] 

Lists who bought plots, and the value.   

1 item 

Access: Open 

13 
November 
1849 

HM/1282 Autograph letter, signed from John Crosfield about 
purchase of land [in Ambleside] 

Also discusses dwelling houses locally and in 
Cornwall. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

20 
November 
1849 

HM/1283 Harriet Martineau's Building Society accounts  

Lists payments for land, rent, poor rate, cottage 
repairs etc 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1851-1856 

HM/1284 Mortgage document from the Windermere Benefit 
Building Society 

Concerns the purchase of land known as Eller Rigg, 
Ambleside, from Elizabeth Jesser Reid for Harriet 
Martineau in Ambleside. The Windermere Benefit 
Building Society confirmed the buildings due to be 
erected on the land would be ample security for the 

1851-1856 
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money advanced to Martineau. Dated 18 November 
1851, with a note on the reverse saying 'discharged 
March 1856'.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/1285 Memorandum of deposit for securing a loan 

Setting out the terms of the loan from Windermere 
Benefit Building Society to Harriet Martineau. The 
loan was used by Martineau to purchase land in 
Ambleside from Elizabeth Jesser Reid. Witnesses: 
Jane Halliday Arrowsmith and Martha Fulcher. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

20 
November 
1851 

HM/1286 Bill from James Cleminson to Harriet Martineau 

For legal work undertaken for Martineau regarding 
her mortgage with the Windermere Benefit Building 
Society, and land purchased from Reid. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

20 
November 
1851 

HM/1287 Quarterly receipt of payment from Harriet Martineau    

On account of Henry George Atkinson, as purchase 
money of one share in the Windermere Benefit 
Building Society. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

10 
November 
1852 

HM/1288 Accounts with the [Windermere Benefit Building] 
Society 

Three sets: [Henry George] Atkinson, 1852-1856; Mr 
J. Holme, 1854-1856; and Mr Holt, 1852-1856. 
Detailing monthly payments, rates, transfer fees etc. 
[Accounts connected to Harriet Martineau, see 
HM/1294]. 

3 items 

1852-1856 
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Access: Open 

HM/1289 Autograph letter, signed from William Barton 

Regarding the financial state of the Windermere 
Benefit Building Society, and its possible closure. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

5 February 
1856 

HM/1290 Harriet Martineau's copy of her letter sent to William 
Barton  

In reply to HM/1289, concerning Martineau's 
dealings with the [Windermere Benefit] Building 
Society, shares held by Martineau and her friends, 
and comments on the possible closure of the 
Building Society. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

6 February 
1856 

HM/1291 Autograph letter, signed from William Barton 

Gives Martineau a statement of her shares and the 
financial state of the [Windermere Benefit Building 
Society] as it prepares for closure. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

12 
February 
1856 

HM/1292 Autograph letter, signed from George Holt, Liverpool 

Discusses the [Windermere Benefit] Building 
Society, and thoughts on its planned closure. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

16 
February 
1856 

HM/1293 Autograph letter, signed from William Barton 

Informs Martineau the [Windermere Benefit Building 
Society] will close 'at the end of its year', and sets 
out what will happen to current shares and 
shareholders.  

1 item 

20 
February 
1856 
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Access: Open 

HM/1294 Autograph letter, signed from William Barton 

Gives a statement of accounts showing the amount 
of return for shares and shareholders as the 
Windermere Benefit Building Society prepares to 
close, and details the accounts connected to Harriet 
Martineau. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

25 March 
1856 

HM/1295 Receipt from the Windermere Benefit Building 
Society 

Of payment received from Harriet Martineau, paying 
in full her liability. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

31 March 
1856 

HM/1296 Harriet Martineau's final settlement accounts with all 
parties  

Gives details of accounts connected to Martineau 
and the [Windermere Benefit Building Society]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

31 March 
1856 

HM/1297 Autograph letter, signed from William Barton 

Final details of cheques and receipts for Martineau 
as the Windermere Benefit Building Society closes, 
also detailing the settling of affairs at the meeting of 
the Society. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

2 April 
1856 

HM/1298 Receipt from James Holme, [Windermere Benefit] 
Building Society 

For money received from Harriet Martineau, being 
the balance due.  

5 April 
1856 
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1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/1299 Autograph letter, signed from James Holme 

Writes of financial matters, [Windermere Benefit] 
Building Society]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

5 April 
1856 

HM/1300 Receipt from Elizabeth Jesser Reid 

For money received from Harriet Martineau, being 
the balance due after the closing of the Windermere 
Benefit Building Society. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

11 April 
1856 

HM/1301 Autograph letter, signed from William Barton 

Regards the closure of the Windermere Benefit 
Building Society and the desire to safely preserve 
the papers of the Society; thanks Martineau for her 
offer with regards to Barton's ''much prized book'' 
and asks Martineau to ''mark it in the way you 
propose''. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

16 April 
1856 

HM/1302-
1318 

Harriet Martineau's property at Ambleside 

This section covers Harriet Martineau's property at 
Ambleside. Her house, the Knoll, Ambleside, and 
details of the work commissioned to build two 
cottages. Documents include a plan of Martineau's 
house 'The Knoll'; printed plan of double cottages for 
agricultural districts; legal documents regarding 
Elizabeth Jesser Reid and the land known as Eller 
Rigg or Ellerigg, Ambleside; financial documents 
regarding the building work of the two cottages and 
rent and rate charges; adverts for water closets; and 
a letter about sanitary reports and drainage from 
Chadwick. 

1845-1855 
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See also HM/1279-1301. 

17 items 

Access: Open 

HM/1302 Plan of the Knoll, Ambleside 

Harriet Martineau's house. Note on the reverse 
states 'built 1845=1846'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1845 

HM/1303 Autograph letter, signed from Edwin Chadwick 

Discusses sending Martineau sanitary reports, and 
reports on land drainage and house drainage for her 
attention; preparation for lectures to be delivered to 
builders and has parts on absorbent walls, fireplaces 
etc and has suggestions for improvements. Asks 
Martineau how useful material outlined in the report 
would be useful in her neighbourhood. Mentions Mrs 
Chadwick is staying at Ardwick Hall, Manchester. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

7 
September 
1848 

HM/1304 Printed drawing and plan of double cottages for 
agricultural districts 

On the reverse, page 4, an article The Labourer's 
Friend: 'Working Men's Prize Essay on the Sabbath'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

19th 
century 

HM/1305 Legal document regarding the Manor of Ambleside, 
County Westmoreland 

Concerns the granting of land known as Eller Rigg 
situated above Ambleside, to Elizabeth Jesser Reid 
of 21 York Terrace, Regents Park, London, upon the 
surrender of John Mackereth of Ambleside. 

  

Also mentioned: Lawrence Harrison, Penrith, 
Steward of the Manor of Ambleside; and William Earl 

6 May 
1851 
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of Lonsdale, Lord of the Manor of Ambleside. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/1306 Agreement between Mrs Reid, and Arthur Jackson 
and Henry Cousins 

Details of the two cottages Jackson and Cousins 
were commissioned to build for [Elizabeth Jesser 
Reid] and her tenant, Harriet Martineau. A 
description of the work involved is given, along with 
financial details. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

7 June 
1851 

HM/1307 Receipt for rent charge belonging to a field known as 
Eller Rigg, Ambleside 

Due to the Rector of Grasmere. Received of Mr Bell. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

12 
December 
1851 

HM/1308 Bill for extra building work, [Elizabeth Jesser] Reid, 
to [Arthur] Jackson and [Henry] Cousins 

Itemised extra requirements for the [cottages] at 
Ambleside, with costs.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

December 
1851 

HM/1309 Specification of work for building two cottages in 
Ambleside, for Harriet Martineau 

Signed by Harriet Martineau, Arthur Jackson and 
Henry Cousins. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

16 
December 
1851 

HM/1310 Bill for plumber's work and materials re the cottages 
in Ambleside, for Harriet Martineau 

1851-1852 
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1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/1311 Notice of First Assessment under the Income Tax 
Acts 

Harriet Martineau's two cottages, Ambleside.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

1853 

HM/1312 Agreement between John Russell and Harriet 
Martineau  

Agreeing terms by which Martineau let her cottage 
No.1 at Ellerigg to tenant John Russell. Rent and 
rates are agreed.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

21 May 
1853 

HM/1313-
1314 

Fire insurance receipts 

Norwich Union Fire Assurance Society receiving 
payment from Harriet Martineau. 

2 items 

Access: Open 

1854-1855 

HM/1315 Poor Rate receipt for money paid by Harriet 
Martineau to Kendal Union, Ambleside  

1 item 

Access: Open 

20 
February 
1855 

HM/1316 Note regarding payment to the Rector of Grasmere 

From Harriet Martineau for rent charge, and payment 
to Reade.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

1855 

HM/1317-
1318 

Printed advertisements by J.C. Stokes, water closest 
manufacturer 

Adverts are for a cabinet water closet, Stokes's 

[c 1851] 
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newly invented high pressure tap, improved shoe 
valve, and round valve. J.C. Stokes was successor 
to W. R. Marston. 2 Monmouth Street, Birmingham. 
London Agent, 22 Old Fish Street.    

2 items 

Access: Open 

HM/1319-
1337 

Material concerning strikes and unions 

Correspondence regarding strike action, unions, 
working conditions and pay. Sent to Harriet 
Martineau in 1859 for her article about the 
organisation of Trades Unions. Several letters are by 
Harriet Martineau's nephew, Robert Francis 
Martineau [1831-1909]. Also includes pamphlets, 
monthly reports, printed Addresses, and information 
about Associations rules and regulations. 

Letters are not in strict date order within the 
section/bound volume. 

19 items 

Access: Open 

1858-1859 

HM/1319 Autograph letter, signed from Charles Bray 

Discusses the Ribbon Weavers' Protection 
Association, and the Factory Operatives' Protection 
Association; wages; strikes; silk trade; and trades 
unions. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

12 August 
1859 

HM/1320 Autograph letter, signed from Charles Bray 

Concerns piece work and wages. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

17 August 
1859 

HM/1321 Autograph letter, signed from [Robert Francis] 
Martineau  

Written to aunt [Harriet Martineau]. Discusses 
material for Harriet's article about the organisation of 
Trades Unions. Gives examples from his 

7 August 
1859 
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experiences in Birmingham, and the makeup of the 
workforce. Discusses how the situation is different to 
other places that have a greater uniformity of labour, 
and how in Birmingham a large proportion ''work in 
their own little shops'' rather than in large mills. 
Discusses strike action, low strike pay and an 
incident concerning a man who worked during the 
strike; information from Mr Browett a partner in the 
Birmingham firm Griffiths Browett; a recommended 
account by Mr Perry; an account of how machinery 
reduced the wages of men making candlesticks; 
accounts of trade, work and strikes in Birmingham, 
Coventry, Wolverhampton and Derby. 

R. F. Martineau writes he would like to have a 
definite idea of Harriet Martineau's object and states 
if she were writing for the workmen themselves it 
would do immense good but adds the workmen don't 
read review. Discusses how her article might impact 
on the literary public, or the masters, or workmen. 
Suggests Harriet Martineau verify the reliability of 
information from the weaver from Macclesfield. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/1322 Autograph letter, signed from [Robert Francis 
Martineau] 

Written to aunt [Harriet Martineau] explaining he is 
continuing to enquire about wages in different 
manufacturing trades; discusses working practises in 
Birmingham and reactions by the Trade Unions 
when businesses employed boys rather than 
working men. Additional information from Mr Browett 
[a partner in the Birmingham firm Griffiths Browett] 
concerning the tin plate workers and 'the trade'.       

1 item 

Access: Open 

9 August 
1859 

HM/1323 Autograph letter, signed from [Robert Francis 
Martineau] 

Written to aunt [Harriet Martineau]. Discusses 
information from Dr [George] Lloyd [Lloyd and 
Summerfield, Park Glass Works, Birmingham] about 
the great turnout by the glass makers being a 
'lockout' by the masters not a 'strike', and money 

15 August 
1859 
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available to the men out of work some of which was 
lent by the 'United Funds Protection Society' in 
London. Details the results of the lockout and on the 
Union.   

See also HM/1325 which pre-dates this letter. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/1324 Autograph letter, signed from [Robert Francis 
Martineau] 

Written to aunt [Harriet Martineau]. Sends papers 
from Dr George Lloyd, [of Lloyd and Summerfield], 
chairman of the Masters Association and passes on 
his address being Park Glass Works, Birmingham 
Heath. Suggests to Harriet she ought to get 
information about the Preston Strike as he heard the 
social effects would ''last for years to come, in 
increased idleness drunkenness and prostitution''.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

23 August 
1859 

HM/1325 Autograph letter, signed from [Robert Francis 
Martineau] 

Written to his sister [Maria Martineau] stating he had 
hoped for more information for [Harriet Martineau] 
about the glass makers. Hopes to have a letter of 
introduction from Dr [George] Lloyd, of Lloyd and 
Summerfield [Birmingham] and gives details about a 
strike, different trades and unions in Birmingham 
(see also HM/1323). Final page believed missing. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

14 August 
1859 

HM/1326 Autograph letter, signed from [Robert Francis 
Martineau] 

Written to his sister [Maria Martineau] and gives 
family news following a visit to his parents. Gives 
details of the glass trade, union membership, and 
union funds for the purpose of his aunt [Harriet 
Martineau's] article on the working classes. Cases in 
Birmingham and Sheffield are mentioned. Robert 

25 March 
1859 
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discusses how he sets about getting new products 
produced by workers. Recommends a book by 
Sargant, and offers to investigate the case of the 
glass blowers. Explains why he doesn't think 
[Birmingham] is a good example from which to draw 
any inference. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/1327 Autograph letter, signed from [Susan Martineau ?] 

Written to aunt [Harriet Martineau]. Discusses the 
views of her father concerning manufacturers, terms 
for the 'working man', strike action particularly by 
glass workers and tin plate workers, Trades Unions, 
and conditions needed for strikes to occur.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

6 August 
1859 

HM/1328 Autograph letter, signed from [George] Lloyd to [R. 
F. Martineau] 

Discusses Trades Unions and strikes. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

22 August 
1859 

HM/1329 Pamphlet by John Plummer, 'Strikes: their causes 
and their evils, especially with regard to the machine 
question in Northamptonshire, Staffordshire, and 
other places'  

John Plummer, the Kettering Factory Operative. 
Pamphlet dedicated to the Right Hon. Lord 
Brougham. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1859 

HM/1330 Pamphlet by John Plummer, 'Freedom of Labour: 
being a defence of the rights of industry, addressed 
to the people of the United Kingdon, especially the 
boot and shoe makers of Northamptonshire  

Pamphlet dedicated to the Right Hon. Lord 

1859 
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Brougham. Third edition. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/1331 Monthly report of the Amalgamated Society of 
Engineers 

Lists the branch name, date of arrival, number of 
members, state of trade, department of trade, 
members on donation, total on donation, members 
on sick benefit, and superannuation.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

July 1859 

HM/1332 Balance sheet of the Silk Velvet Weavers' Society 

Also contains information for the 'Committee's 
Address'.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

Aug-Nov 
1859 

HM/1333 Printed address to the members of the Flint Glass 
Makers' Friendly Society 

Giving details of the vote by members on whether to 
strike. Stourbridge and Birmingham district. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

29 
November 
1858 

HM/1334 Newscutting from the Daily Post 'The Edinburgh 
Review and the Glass Makers' 

Letter to the editor from the Central Committee 
regarding the lock out and strike action of workers in 
the Flint Glass trade and the Glassmakers Society. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

22 October 
1859 

HM/1335 The Midland Association of Flint Glass 
Manufacturers Address to the Flint Glass Trade 

Printed Address concerning the formation of an 

16 
November 
1858 
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Association of the Glass Masters in the districts of 
Birmingham, Stourbridge and Dudley. Includes the 
rules of the Association.   

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/1336 Extracts from the rules and regulations of the Flint 
Glass Makers Friendly Society 

Revised at a conference in London. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

June 1858 

HM/1337 Extracts from Factory Inspectors reports 

Handwritten extracts taken from reports dated 1849-
1855. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[mid 19th 
century] 

HM/1338-
1357 

Presscuttings about Harriet Martineau's 'Biographical 
Sketches' 

20 items 

Access: Open 

1869 

HM/1358-
1383 

Miscellaneous printed items 

27 items 

Access: Open 

19th 
century 

HM/1358 'Sketches from Life: XII. The stock farmer', by Harriet 
Martineau 

Printed in the 'The Leader'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[19th 
century] 

HM/1359 Newscutting [from the Daily News] 

Regarding the changes made in the rules of the 
National Board of Education, Ireland.   

[19th 
century] 
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1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/1360 Newscutting from the Derry Standard 

Regarding the Board of National Education [National 
Board of Education]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[19th 
century] 

HM/1361 Newscutting from the Daily News 

Regards Harriet Martineau's translation of Comte, 
and the changes in the twenty years since that 
publication re the influence of Comte and 
philosophy.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

19 August 
1875 

HM/1362 Newscutting regarding the National Board of 
Education 

Vacancy following the death of Dean Meyler. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[19th 
century] 

HM/1363 Newscutting from the Saunders's Newsletter and 
Daily Advertiser 

Regarding the Church Education Society, Ireland.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

16 
December 
1863 

HM/1364 Newscutting from the Saunders's Newsletter and 
Daily Advertiser 

Regarding the Church Education Society, Ireland.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

5 January 
1864 

HM/1365 Newscutting from The Montreal Daily Witness 28 May 
1868 
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Regarding the Foundling Hospital of the Soeurs 
Grises, Canada.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/1366 Leaflet detailing a proposal by Miss Seeley to open a 
school for boys at Windermere  

1 item 

Access: Open 

[19th 
century] 

HM/1367 Pamphlet regarding 'The Ladies Club Mansion'  

Titled 'Suggestions for improving the condition, and 
adding to the comforts of ladies of the middle 
classes, by the wife of a clergyman'. Sent to Harriet 
Martineau, asking for her support to carry into effect 
suggestions for bettering the condition of the upper 
classes of 'unprotected females'.   

1 item 

Access: Open 

1850 

HM/1368 Medical Education of Women printed list of 
Executive, Edinburgh, and General Committees   

Sets out the reasons for forming the committee for 
securing a complete medical education to women in 
Edinburgh. Proof. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1871 

HM/1369 Leaflet advertising a lecture on the medical 
education of women 

With special reference to the events in the University 
of Edinburgh. Lecture delivered by Miss S. Jex-
Blake.   

1 item 

Access: Open 

[c 1871] 

HM/1370 Prospectus for The Ladies College, 47 Bedford 
Square, [London] 

[1851] 
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Administrative history: [The Ladies College, later 
known as Beford College, was founded in 1849 by 
Elisabeth Jesser Reid as a higher education college 
for women] 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/1371 Printed pamphlet by Francis Robert Bertolacci  

'A voice for all subjects; or, A scheme for the 
consideration of conflicting theories and principles, 
and for expanding the minds of the working class, to 
teach them the value of civil and religious liberty, and 
the use of acquired power, especially with reference 
to the extension of the suffrage''.     

1 item 

Access: Open 

1851 

HM/1372 Printed pamphlet 'Description of a view of Nimroud'  

Exhibiting at the Panorama, Leicester Square. 
Proprietor Robert Burford.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

[19th 
century] 

HM/1373 Printed pamphlet 'The Census of Coventry', 1851 

Also includes sections headed 'Progress of the 
ribbon trade in Coventry; and 'The town accounts'.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

[c 1851] 

HM/1374 Printed pamphlet in a letter format addressed 'To the 
members of the Jamaica Committee' 

Concerns the conduct of Mr Eyre, Governor of 
Jamaica. From John Stuart Mills, Chairman; P. A. 
Taylor, Treasurer; F. W. Chesson, Hon. Sec.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

15 July 
1868 

HM/1375 Printed information about the later Sir James A. January 
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Gordon, G. C. B., Admiral of the Fleet 

Gordon died 8 January 1869. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1869 

HM/1376-
1377 

Invitation to Harriet Martineau to a private view of the 
series of pictures of the English Lake Scenery, 
painted by J. B. Pyne  

With a leaflet headed 'The Lake Scenery of England, 
a series of twenty-five pictures, by J. B. Pyne. 
Opinions of the Press'. Also includes an envelope. 

3 items 

Access: Open 

26 January 
1852 

HM/1378 Summons, Sophia Louisa Jex-Blake and others, 
against the Senatus Academicus of Edinburgh 
University, and Chancellor thereof  

Regarding entitlement to attend the classes at 
Edinburgh University. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

Notes: [Jex-Blake, Sophia Louisa, 1840-1912, was 
an English physician, teacher and feminist. She led 
the campaign to secure women access to a 
University education] 

23 May 
1872 

HM/1379 Statement addressed to the Proprietors of University 
College, London 

Concerns the resolution of the Council declining to 
appoint Rev James Martineau to the Professorship 
of Mental Philosophy and logic. [Written by Professor 
Malden]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[19th 
century] 

HM/1380 Printed catalogue of the exhibition of sketches and 
drawings by English artists 

Concerns the resolution of the Council declining to 

1851 
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appoint Rev James Martineau to the Professorship 
of Mental Philosophy and logic. [Written by Professor 
Malden]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/1381 Prices of dyeing fine silk, by the firm of Leavsley & 
Hands, Coventry 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[19th 
century] 

HM/1382 Publication by George R. Gliddon 'Ancient Egypt. 
Her monuments, hieroglyphics, history and 
archaeology'  

Tenth edition.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

January 
1847 

HM/1383 Small flyer advertising 'The Casquet of Literature', 
edited by Charles Gibbon 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[c 1879] 

HM/1384 Two wax seals 

Fixed on a card stating: S' Pieter Van Der Piete, 15th 
century, found near Crosby Lane. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[c 15th 
century] 

HM/1385 Handwritten note regarding the birth of Ann, 
daughter of Arthur Mackereth, yeoman   

Date of birth 4 May 1790 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[19th 
century] 

HM/1386 Small handwritten note regarding living out [19th 
century?] 
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1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/1387-
1390 

Martineau's 'History of the Forty Years' Peace' 

['History of the Thirty Years' Peace' 1816-1846 was 
begun by publisher Charles Knight and completed by 
Harriet Martineau. The period covering 1846-1854 
was written later by Martineau when the book was to 
be republished in America, 1864]. The items in this 
section include Martineau's working notes for 
inclusions in her new update; preface to the 
American edition, manuscript 'Book VII: Last years of 
the peace'; and directions and corrections to the 
printer for the updated publication. 

4 items 

Access: Open 

[1850s-
1860s] 

HM/1387 Directions to the printer for [Harriet Martineau's] 
'History of the Forty Years' Peace' 

Contains a list of corrections to be made, including 
changing the wording 'Thirty Year's Peace' to 'Forty' 
throughout. [Martineau published 'History of the 
Thirty Years' Peace' 1816-1846, in 1849. Martineau 
brought the book up to date by adding the date 
range 1846-1854 when it was due be republished in 
America, 1864]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[c 1860s] 

HM/1388 Harriet Martineau's 'History of the Forty Years' 
Peace': Preface to the American edition 

[Martineau brought her book 'History of the Thirty 
Years' Peace' 1816-1846, up to date by adding the 
date range 1846-1854 when it was due be 
republished in America, 1864]. This preface contains 
16 manuscript pages.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

27 
November 
1863 

HM/1389 'Book VII: Last Years of the Peace', [Harriet 
Martineau] 

[1863] 
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[Martineau's manuscript addition to her 'History of 
the Thirty Years' Peace', to be reprinted in America 
as 'History of the Forty Years' Peace']. Contains 85 
manuscript pages.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/1390 Harriet Martineau's working copy chart of dates and 
events for the extension of her book ['History of the 
Forty Years Peace'] 

Brief notes are recorded for each year 1847-1853, 
under headings such as political; events; 
memorabilia; country; foreign; and colonial. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[c 1853-
1863] 

HM/1391 'Life in the Criminal Class', [by Harriet Martineau] 

Contains 50 manuscript pages. [Written for the 
Edinburgh Review in 1865], based on Mary 
Carpenter's 'Our Convicts' (1864), and 'Memoirs of 
Jane Cameron. Female convict', by a prison matron, 
1864.    

1 item 

Access: Open 

[1864] 

HM/1392 Manuscript article: 'Admiral Napier' [Sir Charles 
Napier, 1786-1860] 

Contains 9 manuscript pages [by Harriet Martineau]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1860 

HM/1393 Manuscript article: 'As much as I can remember of 
the story of young Mr Langtree', by Harriet 
Martineau. 

An account of Mr Langtree, a repeal advocate who 
wrote from Dublin, Ireland, asking for Harriet 
Martineau's assistance.   

1 item 

December 
1873 



Harriet Martineau Papers 

 

324 
© Cadbury Research Library: Special Collections, University of Birmingham 

 

Access: Open 

HM/1394-
1395 

Preface to the new edition of 'Eastern Life, Present 
and Past', by Harriet Martineau  

A rough draft and a copy, both manuscript.  

2 items 

Access: Open 

4 June 
1875 

HM/1396 Manuscript article: 'Father d'Estelan's Christmas 
Morning', [by Harriet Martineau]  

Contains 18 manuscript pages about a Jesuit Priest 
from Paris and his missionary work in China, 18th 
century. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[19th 
century] 

HM/1397 Manuscript draft 'Preface to the History of the Thirty 
Years Peace', [by Harriet Martineau] 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[19th 
century] 

HM/1398 Manuscript article 'Lord John Russell', by Harriet 
Martineau 

Contains 10 manuscript pages. [Russell, John, 1st 
Earl Russell, 1792-1878, Prime Minister]. The 
manuscript is written as an obituary 'The present 
topic - the death of Lord John Russell…', but was 
written well before the actual death of Russell. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

May 1854 

HM/1399 Manuscript draft 'The Present Portion of the Great 
Powers', [by Harriet Martineau] 

The extensive article discusses the situation of 
various countries such as England, France, 
Germany; politics and world events. 

1 item 

[c 1850s] 



Harriet Martineau Papers 

 

325 
© Cadbury Research Library: Special Collections, University of Birmingham 

 

Access: Open 

HM/1400 Manuscript 'Sketches from Life: The stock farmer. 
Concluding part', [by Harriet Martineau] 

Contains 7 manuscript pages. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[mid 19th 
century] 

HM/1401 Preface to the third edition of 'Traditions of Palestine. 
Times of the Saviour', by Harriet Martineau  

Also includes two quotes, from Keble, and from 
Paradise Lost. 

2 items 

Access: Open 

February 
1870 

HM/1402 Manuscript article 'Two true stories about 
clairvoyance' [by Harriet Martineau] 

About an experience in 1849 with Mrs Darbishire  / 
Duckingfield Darbishire, and Emma. Also includes an 
envelope dated 1870 addressed to Harriet Martineau 
marked 'Emma of Bolton. Clairvoyance H. 
Martineau's narriative' (sic). 

2 items 

Access: Open 

[c 1870] 

HM/1403 'Daily News' review of 'Villette', by Currer Bell 
[Charlotte Bronte]   

Handwritten copy. Date of review, 3 February 1853.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

[1853] 

HM/1404 Manuscript article 'The Year 1865', [by Harriet 
Martineau] 

Contains 34 manuscript pages. A review of the year 
and world events. 

1 item 

[1865-
1866] 
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Access: Open 

HM/1405 Notes about the Dallaway family and sanitary 
conditions in Birmingham 

Mr Dallaway was a basket maker who worked in 
Birmingham, Dale End. He was married with three 
daughters. Mrs Dallaway was appointed teacher of 
basket making at a school for the blind, near Five 
Ways. The notes discuss the health conditions of the 
Dallaway family, and the 'connection' between close 
contact with ''blind folks'' and developing headaches 
and eye problems. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[19th 
century] 

HM/1406 Manuscript notes [by Harriet Martineau] on her 
political views 

Discusses the old Corn Law, Sir [Robert Peel], and 
other political events and politicians.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

[mid 19th 
century] 

HM/1407 Notes on medical matters, sanitation, etc 

8 pages of manuscript notes, mentioning dates 
1665-1839 and various places such as Egypt, 
London, and German cities. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[19th 
century] 

HM/1408 Short list, possibly characters for fictional work 

Such as the governess, factory boys, the burglar etc. 
Most have been crossed through. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[19th 
century] 

HM/1409 A few lines of notes under the heading 'Irish 
Education' 

1 item 

[19th 
century] 
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Access: Open 

HM/1410 Draft notes under the heading 'Dalhousie' 

[Possibly The Earl of Dalhousie, 1812-1860]. 
Working page of rough notes mentions Punjab, and 
H. Lawrence.     

1 item 

Access: Open 

[19th 
century] 

HM/1411 Handwritten copy of article from the 'Nation' about 
the Prince of Wales 

Concerns [Albert Edward Prince of Wales] visit to 
India. [Later becoming Edward VII].   

1 item 

Access: Open 

4 
November 
1875 

HM/1412 Draft notes possibly about several people 

Rough notes recording terms such as bad time for 
business, prosperous, etc for various years, 1840s-
1860s. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[mid 19th 
century] 

HM/1413 Epitaph from a church in High Ercall, Shropshire 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[19th 
century] 

HM/1414 Brief notes, possibly taken at, or made, at a 
reformatory meeting  

Regards the teaching of adults, and difficulties faced 
when the adult school first opened. The name or 
place of the school is not mentioned, but two names 
are given, being Miss Murray and Miss Scott. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[19th 
century] 

HM/1415 Brief draft notes under the heading 'minor states' [19th 
century] 
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Notes on various countries such as Bavaria, 
Germany, Italy etc. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/1416 Letter to [Harriet Martineau] from Sampson Low, Son 
and Co, English, American and Colonial Booksellers 
and Publishers 

Replying to Martineau's enquiry about Walker Wise 
and Co publishers of Boston. On the reverse of the 
letter, not dated, is a list of alterations for volume two 
of an unspecified work. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1863 

HM/1417 Draft notes listing key events 1845-1857 

Some entries from the 'British Almanac and 
Companion'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[c 1857] 

HM/1417a Envelope addressed to Miss Martineau 

From the Secretary of State's Office, the General 
Board of Health. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1849 

HM/1417b Envelope addressed to Miss Martineau 

Postmark stamped from Brighton. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1872 

HM/1418 Autograph manuscript 'Harriet Martineau's 
Autobiography' 

Written by Harriet Martineau in 1855, her 
autobiography was published posthumously in 1877.  

1855 
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The original manuscript pages have been bound into 
7 fascicles. The page numbers given in the content 
page for volume one match the 1877 printed 
published edition held at the Cadbury Research 
Library, book collection classmark r DA3.M4. 

1 and 1/2 boxes 

Access: Open 

HM/1418a Receipt on account of [Harriet Martineau's] 
Autobiography 

John Garnett in account with Harriet Martineau, 
1855-1856, for paper and printing work 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1856 

HM/1419 Autograph manuscript [by Harriet Martineau] of Book 
VI ['History of England during the thirty years peace, 
1816-1846'] 

The 418 original manuscript pages have been bound 
into 5 fascicles. Some of the 418 pages have 
additional text or annotations on the reverse. [The 
'History of England during the thirty years peace' was 
published 1849]. 

1 and 1/2 boxes 

Access: Open 

[1840s] 

HM/1420 Autograph manuscript [by Harriet Martineau] of 'A 
Tale of the Tyne' 

['Illustrations of Political Economy', published 1834]. 
The 127 original manuscript pages have been bound 
into a fascicle. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[c 1830s] 

HM/1421 Autograph manuscript by Harriet Martineau 'Poor 
Laws and Paupers Illustrated, No. 3. The Town. A 
Tale'  

[Published 1834]. The 148 original manuscript pages 
have been bound into two fascicles. 

[1834] 
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1 item 

Access: Open 

HM/1422 Autograph manuscript by Harriet Martineau 'Poor 
Laws and Paupers Illustrated, No. 1. The Parish. A 
Tale' 

[Published 1833]. The 207 original manuscript pages 
have been bound into two fascicles. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[1833] 

HM/1423 Autograph manuscript by Harriet Martineau 'Poor 
Laws and Paupers Illustrated, No. 4. The Land's 
End. A Tale' 

[Published 1834]. The 156 original manuscript pages 
have been bound into two fascicles. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[1834] 

 


