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MAOM Records of the Midland Association of 
Mountaineers 

Records of the Midland Association of 
Mountaineers comprising membership 
records; minutes and associated 
committee papers; correspondence; 
papers of hut committees; publications; a 
small number of papers of the University 
of Birmingham Mountaineering Club; and 
the illustrated alpine mountaineering 
diaries of Hester Norris (1910-1991) 
primarily written between 1934 and 1956. 
Records cover the majority of the 
Association's existence from its inception 
in 1922. The collection comprises no 
material dated after 2000. 

Taken together, the records constitute a 
valuable source for the study of 
mountaineering during the 20th century. 
In particular the records shed light on the 
activities and functions of the Midland 
Association of Mountaineers whose 
primary purpose was to provide a means 
of intercourse between mountaineers in 
the Midlands region of England. 
Furthermore, the alpine mountaineering 
diaries of Hester Norris provide a 
particularly detailed and colourful account 
of the expeditions of an early female 
alpinist. 

The Midland Association of Mountaineers 
was formed on 5 May 1922 primarily 
through the work of Wallace May of Hall 
Green, Birmingham. May initiated the 
formation of the Association following 
correspondence with F. E. Wallbank of 
Wylde Green, E. W. Steeple of King's 
Norton, W. G. Gregory of Penn, 
Wolverhampton and R. E. W. Pritchard of 
Birmingham. 

Minutes indicate that the Association was 
established 'for the purpose of arranging 
occasional meetings of local 
mountaineers and opportunities for 
intercourse on subjects of common 
interest'. The Association encouraged the 
pursuit of mountaineering through a 

1922-2000 
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series of lectures, discussions and a 
programme of outdoor meets. The minute 
book dated 1922 indicates that the 
Association was formed as a breakaway 
from the 'Rucksack Club' whose own 
handbook indicated that there were a 
number of Midland based members 
'without any local facilities for occasional 
meetings of local mountaineers'. The 
Rucksack Club was founded in 1902 and 
was based in Manchester. 

The inaugural meeting of the Midland 
Association of Mountaineers was held on 
24 March 1922 with E. W. Steeple as 
Chairman. A. E. Barker became the 
Association's first President. Wallace May 
became the Association's first Secretary 
and R. E. W. Pritchard and F. E. 
Wallbank joined them to form a 'general 
purposes sub-committee'. Within a few 
years the committee expanded to include 
the Treasurer, Librarian and the 'Honorary 
Organizer of Out-Door Meets'. Committee 
meetings were initially held at various 
Birmingham locations including, courtesy 
of Mr Goode, the offices of Messrs R. L. 
Impney, Cudworth and Company at 26 
Waterloo Street as well as the 
Birmingham Chamber of Commerce on 
New Street and Queen's College. Some 
meetings included entertainment such as 
that held on 25 May 1922 in which the 
President delivered a lecture on 
'Experiences in the Swiss Alps'. Monthly 
meetings were soon arranged and the 
first Annual General Meeting of the 
Association was scheduled for 26 April 
1923 to be followed by a conversazione. 

The Association formed an affiliation with 
the University of Birmingham 
Mountaineering Club (UBMC) whose 
members were also known as 'The 
Stoats'. The UBMC was established in 
1932 and the two organisations have 
retained close links. During the early 
1950s a London Section of the 
Association was established for the 
benefit of members who had moved from 
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the Midlands area. 

The Association remains in existence 
today and currently has some 500 
members. The Association possesses 
two huts for use by members: Glan Dena 
in Ogwen, North Wales and Low House in 
Coniston, Cumbria. Both of these huts are 
run by a Hut Committee. Members of the 
UBMC continued to be affiliated members 
of the Association, enabling them access 
to Association meets and use of the 
Association huts. 

Past presidents of the Association 
include: 

1922-1924 A. E. Barker; 

1924-1925 W. E. Sumpner; 

1925-1927 Julian A. Osler; 

1927-1929 The Right Honourable L. S. 
Amery; 

1929-1931 Wallace May; 

1931-1933 G. A. Lister; 

1933-1935 F. G. Brettell; 

1935-1937 Walter Barrow; 

1937-1939 M. Tatham; 

1939-1941 H. J. H. Sheldon; 

1941-1943 F. E. Wallbank; 

1943-1945 Wallace May; 

1945-1947 J. E. Grosvenor; 

1947-1949 T. Clutterbuck; 

1949-1951 J. Donkin; 

1951-1953 Miss A. M. Jacques; 

1953-1955 D. J. Munns; 
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1955-1957 N. J. Cochran; 

1957-1959 W. O. Duncan; 

1959-1961 Showell Styles; 

1961-1963 C. B. Machin; 

1963-1964 E. Lloyd; 

1964-1965 A. E. Witheridge; 

1965-1966 A. H. Robinson; 

1966-1968 J. G. Brown; 

1968-1970 Gordon S. Major; 

1970-1971 E. Hambly; 

1971-1972 F. M. Campbell; 

1972-1973 S. J. G. Hutchinson; 

1973-1974 Miss B. McLauchlan; 

1974-1975 R. W. Willmer; 

1975-1977 F. R. Robinson; 

1977-1979 R. F. Fletcher; 

1979-1980 S. A. Crawford; 

1980-1982 David M. Roberts; 

1982-1984 Stephen D. Padfield; 

1984-1986 B. A. F. Jones; 

1986-1988 John Scarborough; 

1988-1990 David M. Roberts; 

1990-1992 W. Moores; 

1992-1994 Mike Shaw; 

1994-1996 Roger High; 

1996-1998 Brian Waters; 
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1998-2000 Tony Margetts; 

2000-2002 Barrie Hanson; 

2002-2004 Bill Truscott; 

2004-2006 Dave Thomas. 

Sources: records of the Midland 
Association of Mountaineers; Midland 
Association of Mountaineers website 
available at: http://www.themam.co.uk 
viewed 25 July 2011; University of 
Birmingham Mountaineering Club website 
available at: http://www.ubmc.co.uk 
viewed 25 July 2011. 

These papers have been arranged into 
six series: administrative records; papers 
relating to the running of the huts; 
publications produced by the Association; 
publications collected by the Association; 
papers relating to the University of 
Birmingham Mountaineering Club; and 
miscellaneous material. 

21 boxes 

Open, but subject to some access 
restrictions 

Some files are closed for 100 years from 
their creation under the terms of the Data 
Protection Act 1998 because they contain 
personal information about individuals. 
'Closed' files are indicated as such in the 
catalogue. 

The Midland Association of Mountaineers 
uses the abbreviation 'MAM'. Special 
Collections already hold a separate 
archive collection, Papers of the Mid-
Africa Ministry, which uses the 
abbreviation 'MAM'. Consequently, this 
catalogue uses the abbreviation 'MAOM' 
throughout when referring to the Midland 
Association of Mountaineers. 

There are microfilm copies of part of the 
main committee meeting minutes from 
1926-1974; and microfilm copies of part 
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of the Annual General Meeting minutes 
from 1922 to 1975. Both microfilms 
include a general index. These surrogate 
copies are located in microfilm cabinet 
drawer F10 in the Lois Garratt Room in 
the Cadbury Research Library. 

Permission to make any published use of 
any material from the collection must be 
sought in advance in writing from the 
Director of Special Collections (email: 
special-collections@bham.ac.uk). 
Identification of copyright holders of 
unpublished material is often difficult. 
Special Collections will assist where 
possible with identifying copyright owners, 
but responsibility for ensuring copyright 
clearance rests with the user of the 
material. 

Language: English 

Midland Association of Mountaineers 

Acquired from the Midland Association of 
Mountaineers on permanent loan in 
January 2011. 

Description prepared by Mark Eccleston, 
July 2011, in compliance with General 
International Standard Archival 
Description, ISAD(G), second edition, 
2000. 

A small number of flyers and leaflets 
relating to events organised by the 
Midland Association of Mountaineers and 
the UBMC are held at University 
Collection 17/iv/4. The UBMC account 
book for 1933-1939 is held at University 
Collection 4/iv/11 

MAOM/1 Administrative records 

Papers comprise administrative material 
relating to the Midland Association of 
Mountaineers. These papers include an 
extensive set of membership records, 
from the Association's inception in 1922 
until 1999; minutes and meeting papers 
from 1922-1999; correspondence dated 

1922-1999 
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1928-1995 although the majority of 
correspondence is dated from the 1970s-
1990s; and papers relating to the running 
of the Association's huts. 

9 volumes and 69 files 

Open, but subject to some access 
restrictions 

MAOM/1/1 Membership records 

Papers relating to applications for 
membership of the Association and one 
file of members' changes of address. 

9 volumes and 6 files 

Closed 

1922-1999 

MAOM/1/1/1 Application forms 

Membership application forms contain the 
name, address, signature and occupation 
of prospective members; whether they 
were members of other mountaineering 
clubs and the mountaineering experience 
of each candidate; and the names of the 
applicant's proposer and seconder. Until 
1986 the application forms were been 
kept in volumes, or bundles, for specific 
groups of years. Between 1987 and 1999 
the membership application forms were 
divided into two separate folders, one 
folder for surnames A-J and another 
folder for surnames K-Z. 

For most groups of years the application 
forms have been kept in a rough 
chronological order. The volumes, or 
bundles, are dated but these dates do not 
always match the dates supplied on the 
actually application forms. It appears the 
dates on the volumes refer to the date 
applications were approved by the 
Association, indeed many application 
forms have such dates written across the 
top of the form. 

9 volumes and 5 files 

1922-1999 
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Closed 

MAOM/1/1/1/1 Membership application forms 

Application forms covering the period May 
1922 to May 1928. Also includes letters 
addressed to the Association and copies 
of letters sent from the Association to 
individuals relating to membership; 
agendas of committee meetings, primarily 
relating to the election of new members; 
and membership receipts. 

1 file 

Closed 

Closed until: 31/12/2028 

1922-1928 

MAOM/1/1/1/2 Membership application forms 

19 bundles of application forms dated 
1928 to 1946. The number of surviving 
application forms from this period varies 
between three, for the period 1942 to 
1943, and 37, for the period 1931-1932. 
Although the cover of /19 suggests that 
there were 38 applications for 
membership during 1945 to 1946, only 
seven completed membership forms 
survive in the bundle. 

Arranged into bundles for the following 
periods: 

/1: Applications for the period May 1928-
June 1929. 

/2: Applications for the membership year 
1929/30. 

/3: Applications for the membership year 
1930/31. 

/4: Applications for the membership year 
1931/32. 

/5: Applications for the membership year 
1932/33. 

/6: Applications for the membership year 

1928-1946 
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1933/34. 

/7: Applications for the membership year 
1934/35. 

/8: Applications for the membership year 
1935/36. 

/9: Applications for the membership year 
1936/37. 

/10: Applications for the membership year 
1937/38. 

/11: Applications for the membership year 
1938/39. 

/12: Applications for the membership year 
1939/40. 

/13: Applications for the membership year 
1940/41. 

/14: Applications for the membership year 
1941/42. 

/15: Applications for the membership year 
1942/43. 

/16: Applications for the membership year 
1943/44. 

/17: Applications for the period October 
1944 to April 1945. 

/18: Applications for the period June 1945 
to December 1945. 

/19: Applications for the period May 1945 
to September 1946. 

1 file 

Closed 

Closed until: 31/12/2046 

MAOM/1/1/1/3 Membership application forms 

Approved application forms covering the 
period November 1946 to December 

1946-1951 



                    Records of the Midland Association of Mountaineers 

10 
© Cadbury Research Library: Special Collections, University of Birmingham 

 

1951. 

1 volume 

Closed 

Closed until: 31/12/2051 

MAOM/1/1/1/4 Membership application forms 

Approved application forms covering the 
period January 1952 to March 1956. The 
earliest application form in this volume is 
dated December 1951. 

1 volume 

Closed 

Closed until: 31/12/2056 

1951-1956 

MAOM/1/1/1/5 Membership application forms 

Approved application forms covering the 
period May 1956 to October 1959. 

1 volume 

Closed 

Closed until: 31/12/2059 

1956-1959 

MAOM/1/1/1/6 Membership application forms 

Approved application forms covering the 
period January 1960 to October 1962. 
The earliest application form in this 
volume is dated December 1959. 

1 volume 

Closed 

Closed until: 31/12/2062 

1959-1962 

MAOM/1/1/1/7 Membership application forms 

Approved application forms covering the 
period December 1962 to June 1964. The 
earliest application form in this volume is 
dated November 1962. 

1962-1964 
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1 volume 

Closed 

Closed until: 31/12/2064 

MAOM/1/1/1/8 Membership application forms 

Approved application forms covering the 
period August 1964 to May 1966. The 
earliest application form in this volume is 
dated February 1964. 

1 volume 

Closed 

Closed until: 31/12/2066 

1964-1966 

MAOM/1/1/1/9 Membership application forms 

Approved application forms covering the 
period June 1966 to December 1968. 

1 volume 

Closed 

Closed until: 31/12/2068 

1966-1968 

MAOM/1/1/1/10 Membership application forms 

Approved application forms covering the 
period January 1968 to December 1971. 
The earliest application form in this 
volume is dated October 1967. 

1 volume 

Closed 

Closed until: 31/12/2071 

1967-1971 

MAOM/1/1/1/11 Membership application forms 

Approved application forms covering the 
period January 1972 to October 1973. 
The earliest application form in this 
volume is dated October 1971. 

1 volume 

1971-1973 
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Closed 

Closed until: 31/12/2073 

MAOM/1/1/1/12 Membership application forms 

Approved application forms covering the 
period December 1973 to December 
1986. Application forms appear to be 
dated for the period October 1973 to 
November 1986. 

1 file 

Closed 

Closed until: 31/12/2086 

1973-1986 

MAOM/1/1/1/13 Membership application forms 

These forms are for the surnames A-J. 

1 file 

Closed 

Closed until: 31/12/2099 

1987-1999 

MAOM/1/1/1/14 Membership application forms 

These forms are for the surnames K-Z. 

1 file 

Closed 

Closed until: 31/12/2099 

1987-1999 

MAOM/1/1/2 Address changes 

Contains one folder detailing change of 
addresses of members between 1972 
and 1986. 

1 file 

Closed 

1972-1986 

MAOM/1/1/2/1 Changes of address 

Forms detailing members' addresses 
covering the period January 1972 to 
October 1986. Largely typescript papers 

1972-1986 
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but also includes some photocopies. 

1 file 

Closed 

Closed until: 31/12/2086 

MAOM/1/2 Minutes and meeting papers 

These papers consist of minutes of the 
main committee of the Association 1922-
1994; minutes of the finance sub-
committee 1970-1994; and minutes of 
Annual General Meetings 1923-1999. 
Coverage appears to be complete from 
the Association's inception in 1922 until 
the 1990s. The minutes provide an insight 
into the organisation and running of the 
Association and indicate the Association's 
strength, concerns and activities 
organised for the membership. 

The routine affairs of the Association 
were managed by a main committee 
consisting of Association officers and six 
elected members. The main committee 
had the power to appoint sub-committees 
for special work and could co-opt other 
members. All officers were elected at the 
Annual General Meeting which was held 
in March or April each year. Members 
holding the office of President were 
restricted to serving for no more than two 
consecutive years. The finance sub-
committee was established in 1970 to 
assist with preparing the Association's 
budget for forthcoming years. 

Note that some minutes relating to the 
running of the Association's huts can be 
found in MAOM/1/5 

15 files 

Open 

1922-1999 

MAOM/1/2/1 Main committee 

Comprehensive set of signed minutes 
from the establishment of the Association 

1922-1994 
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in 1922 until July 1994. Minutes primarily 
relate to membership, rule changes and 
the arrangements surrounding 
forthcoming meets. Agendas, financial 
statements, supporting papers and items 
of loose correspondence are included. 
Some minutes have been annotated. 
There is a duplicate set of unsigned 
minutes covering the period 1966-1983. 

The committee appears to have met on a 
monthly basis from its inception in 1922, 
initially meeting at various locations in 
Birmingham. Later minutes, especially 
those from the 1970s onwards, indicate 
that committee meetings were regularly 
held at either Glan Dena or Low House, 
the two huts owned by the Association in 
North Wales and the Lake District. 

9 files 

Open 

MAOM/1/2/1/1 Minutes 

Signed minutes dated March 1922 to 
March 1945. Minutes are mostly 
typescript and many pages have been 
glued onto A4 sheets of paper, not always 
in chronological order. Some handwritten 
minutes have been attached to the pages 
as well as items of correspondence. 

Minutes from 1922 detail the 
establishment of the Association and lists 
those present at the inaugural meeting 
which was held on 24 March 1922. The 
minutes include the letter sent by Wallace 
May to F. E. Wallbank, W. G. Gregory, E. 
W. Steeple and R. E. W. Pritchard 
regarding the establishment of the 
Association. Minutes of the committee 
meeting held on 25 May 1922 list the 
original members of the Association as 
Arthur L. Bagley, John Poole Junior, Rev 
R. P. Dansey, G. Cowpe, Arthur L. Bill, 
Mrs E. A. Goode, T. Merry, Geoffrey H. 
Wilkinson, Roy Pinsent, W. H. Bennitt, 
Michael H. Wilson, Dr and Mrs Lewis 
Graham, Thomas E. Lowe, W. E. 

1922-1945 
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Sumpner, Lionel M. Jones, J. K. Capper, 
E. A. Watson, G. A. Lister, Miss Ida H. 
Kendall, Dr J. G. Emanuel and Mrs A. E. 
Barker. 

The order of these minutes is in some 
disarray and they do not run in strict 
chronological order. For example, pages 
numbered 2-49 appear to be in 
chronological order from 1922 to 1926, 
but pages numbered 50-94 begin again in 
1922. 

This file also included some minutes of 
early Annual General Meetings up to 
1929. Other Annual General Meeting 
minutes and meeting papers can be 
found in a separate sequence at 
MAOM/1/2/3. The Annual General 
Meeting papers which were originally 
included within this file have been moved 
to MAOM/1/2/3 in order to form one 
sequence. 

1 file 

Open 

MAOM/1/2/1/2 Minutes 

Signed minutes dated January 1946 to 
March 1955. 

1 file 

Open 

1946-1955 

MAOM/1/2/1/3 Minutes 

Signed minutes dated June 1955 to April 
1966. 

Minutes for April 1966 discuss the 
proposed purchase of Low House in 
Coniston, Cumbria. 

1 file 

Open 

1955-1966 
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MAOM/1/2/1/4 Minutes 

Unsigned minutes dated May 1966 to July 
1983. 

During this period committee meetings 
appear to regularly be now held at either 
of the Association's two huts: Glan Dena 
in Ogwen, North Wales or Low House in 
Coniston, Cumbria. 

1 file 

Open 

1966-1983 

MAOM/1/2/1/5 Minutes 

Signed minutes dated 23 May 1966 to 4 
December 1974. 

1 file 

Open 

1966-1974 

MAOM/1/2/1/6 Minutes 

Signed minutes dated 18 January 1975 to 
7 December 1985. 

1 file 

Open 

1975-1985 

MAOM/1/2/1/7 Minutes 

Signed minutes dated 1 March 1986 to 2 
December 1989. 

1 file 

Open 

1986-1989 

MAOM/1/2/1/8 Minutes 

Signed minutes dated 10 February 1990 
to 5 March 1994. Includes financial 
statements and some items of 
correspondence. 

1 file 

Open 

1990-1991 
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MAOM/1/2/1/9 Minutes 

Signed minutes dated 17 February 1992 
to 9 July 1994. Includes some items of 
correspondence and a report entitled 'Low 
House: possible developments for the 
future', December 1991. 

1 file 

Open 

1991-1994 

MAOM/1/2/2 Finance sub-committee 

Minutes dated from the establishment of 
the Finance sub-committee in 1970 until 
1994. Reports, financial statements, 
supporting papers and items of loose 
correspondence are included. 

The Finance sub-committee was 
established on 2 May 1970 with the remit 
to report to the main committee of the 
Association and 'prepare budgets for the 
coming year'. It was envisaged that the 
sub-committee would meet twice a year 
but it appears that in some years, such as 
1981, the sub-committee met on more 
than two occasions. The Finance sub-
committee was appointed annually by the 
main committee and consisted of a 
Chairman who was the Vice-President of 
the Association, the Treasurer, Hut 
Wardens and the Membership Secretary. 
The Chairman also had the power to co-
opt the Association's Secretary to the 
sub-committee it it was deemed 
necessary. 

It appears that the sub-committee 
regularly met at the Glan Dena hut, some 
of their meetings were held immediately 
prior to the meeting of the main 
committee. 

2 files 

Open 

1970-1994 
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MAOM/1/2/2/1 Minutes 

Minutes dated 13 March 1972 to 4 
December 1982. Folder also includes the 
'Terms of Reference for Financial Sub-
committee agreed at the Committee 
Meeting', 2 May 1970; and a report of the 
Finance sub-committee to the Main 
committee dated 11 February 1971. 

1 file 

Open 

1970-1982 

MAOM/1/2/2/2 Minutes and financial report 

Minutes dated 8 December 1984 to 4 
December 1993. Includes some items of 
correspondence dated 1983 and a 
financial statement of 'Glan Dena Limited' 
for the year ended 31 December 1994. 

1 file 

Open 

1983-1994 

MAOM/1/2/3 Minutes of Annual General Meetings 

A largely complete set of signed minutes 
from the first Annual General Meeting of 
the Association which was held on 26 
April 1923 to the Annual General Meeting 
held on 23 April 1994. Signed minutes for 
the 1989 and 1995-1999 meetings are 
missing although the agendas and reports 
presented at these meetings survive. 
Minutes primarily relate to the 
presentation of officers' reports, including 
financial reports and reviews of the 
previous year's activities. The file also 
contains the minutes of Extraordinary 
General Meetings. 

Annual General Meetings were held in 
March or April each year at various 
locations. During the 1950s and 1960s 
meetings were held in the library of the 
Birmingham Medical Institute, Great 
Charles Street, Birmingham; for a short 
time during the mid to late 1970s 
meetings were held in Sutton Coldfield; 

1923-1999 
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and from the 1980s venues included the 
Glan Dena hut in North Wales and the 
Village Institute in Coniston, primarily 
used because of its location near to the 
Low House hut. 

4 files 

Open 

MAOM/1/2/3/1 Minutes 

Complete set of signed minutes dated 26 
April 1923 to 18 April 1950. Includes 
agendas, financial statements and copies 
of officers' reports. Some minutes carry 
annotations, such as the minutes for the 
1930 AGM which is annotated with '55 
present'. The folder also contains minutes 
of a Special General Meeting held on 25 
November 1948 regarding the Treasurer’s 
proposal to increase annual 
subscriptions. 

Annual General Meeting minutes for 
1923-1928 were previously stored with 
minutes of the main committee in 
MAOM/1/2/1/1. These minutes have now 
been moved into this file. 

1 file 

Open 

1923-1950 

MAOM/1/2/3/2 Minutes 

Complete set of signed minutes dated 19 
April 1951 to 26 April 1966. Includes 
agendas, financial statements and copies 
of officers' reports. The minutes also 
contain details of an Extraordinary 
General Meeting held on 11 October 
1951 regarding the subscriptions of 
overseas members. 

The minutes also refer to the 
consideration of purchasing a second hut 
in addition to the Glan Dena hut in North 
Wales. In a report to the Annual General 
Meeting of 25 April 1963, 191 members 
were in favour of investigating the 

1951-1966 



                    Records of the Midland Association of Mountaineers 

20 
© Cadbury Research Library: Special Collections, University of Birmingham 

 

possibility of purchasing a new hut in Mid-
Wales against 37. The minutes indicate 
that the search was not entirely fruitful. 
The Association widened their search to 
include the Lake District and held an 
Extraordinary General Meeting on 26 
April 1966 to consider the purchase of 
Low House and Low House Cottage in 
Coniston. 

1 file 

Open 

MAOM/1/2/3/3 Minutes 

Complete set of signed minutes dated 27 
April 1967 to 19 April 1980. Includes 
agendas, financial statements and copies 
of officers' reports. The minutes contain 
details of Extraordinary General Meetings 
including one held on 26 September 1968 
regarding the a proposal to increase 
subscriptions and one held on 7 March 
1975 regarding sleeping arrangements in 
the huts. Some pages have been 
annotated. 

1 file 

Open 

1967-1980 

MAOM/1/2/3/4 Minutes 

Signed minutes dated 4 April 1981 to 23 
April 1994. Signed minutes for the 1989 
and 1995-1999 Annual General Meetings 
are missing although the file does contain 
agendas and reports presented at those 
meetings. For most years the file includes 
agendas, financial statements and copies 
of officers' reports. 

The minutes contain details of 
Extraordinary General Meetings including 
one held on 3 December 1983 regarding 
the proposed rebuilding of the Glan Dena 
hut and the related proposal to increase 
the annual subscription to cover the cost. 
The rebuilding of Glan Dena appears to 
have taken place in 1985-1986. Another 

1981-1999 
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Extraordinary General Meeting was held 
on 20 March 1994 regarding the 
proposed renovation project at Low 
House. 

1 file 

Open 

MAOM/1/3 Correspondence and related papers 

This section contains correspondence 
primarily dated 1970-1995 although there 
are some papers relating to meets dated 
1928-1934. The section also includes 
items other than correspondence which 
have been retained with these papers. 
There are a number of agenda papers 
and minutes of meetings and other notes 
related to the files' subject matter. 

9 files 

Open 

1928-1995 

MAOM/1/3/1 Papers relating to the University of 
Birmingham Mountaineering Club 

Papers, primarily correspondence, 
between the Association and the 
University of Birmingham Mountaineering 
Club (UBMC), otherwise known as 'the 
Stoats'. Includes agendas and minutes of 
joint meetings between the two 
organisations; membership lists of the 
UBMC and details of indoor and outdoor 
meets. Correspondence primarily 
comprises outgoing correspondence sent 
from the Association although there are 
some incoming correspondence. Majority 
of correspondence refers to membership 
and relations between the two 
organisations. 

Members of the UBMC paid an annual 
subscription and were affiliated to the 
British Mountaineering Council as well as 
the Midlands Association of 
Mountaineers. The UBMC was formed in 
1932 and was run by an annually elected 
committee. Committee members 

1975-1995 
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consisted of the club's President, 
Secretary, Treasurer, Equipment 
Secretary, Indoor Meets Secretary, 
Journal Editor, Sub-editor and Freshers' 
Rep. Ordinary members of the UBMC 
were permitted use of the Midland 
Association of Mountaineers’' huts at Glan 
Dena and Low House. The UBMC year 
included both outdoor and indoor meets, 
the later consisting of lectures by well 
known mountaineers and climbers and 
slide or film shows. Members were also 
eligible to attend the MAOM organised 
free lecturers. During the 1980s these 
were often held, once a term, at the 
Wyndley Leisure Centre in Selly Oak. An 
annual journal was also published. The 
UBMC remains a recognised student 
society at the University of Birmingham. 

Note that other papers created by the 
UBMC and acquired by the Association, 
including a log book and two journal 
issues, can be found at MAOM/5. 

Papers arranged chronologically. 

1 file 

Open 

MAOM/1/3/2 Correspondence relating to Annual 
Dinners 

Correspondence, primarily dated 1982-
1994, relating to annual dinners of the 
Association as well as the annual dinners 
of other organisations. Material includes 
letters of thanks sent to the Association 
from those attending dinners. Comprises 
both incoming correspondence and 
outgoing copy correspondence. The file 
includes the guest list of the 1994 dinner 
as well as invitations sent to the 
Association from other mountaineering 
organisations including: 

/2: invitation from Coventry 
Mountaineering Club to their 21st Annual 
Dinner on 10 November 1973. 

1970-1994 
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/3: invitation to the Yorkshire Ramblers' 
Club Annual Dinner on 17 November 
1977. 

/4: invitation to attend the Rucksack Club 
Annual Dinner on 13 November 1982. 

/13: invitation to attend the Alpine Club 
Annual Dinner on 10 December 1983. 

Papers arranged chronologically. 

1 file 

Open 

MAOM/1/3/3 Papers relating to the Mountain Rescue 
Committee 

Includes minutes of meetings of the 
Mountain Rescue Committee dated 14 
November 1987, 21 May 1988, 26 
November 1988. There are also minutes 
of Annual General Meetings of the 
Mountain Rescue Committee dated 17 
November 1990 and 21 May 1994; and 
meeting papers of the Annual Meeting of 
the Internationale Kommission fur Alpines 
Rettungswesen Commission International 
de Sauvetage Alpin held on 8-11 
November 1990. There are some items of 
correspondence between the Association 
and the Mountain Rescue Committee, 
primarily related to minutes from the 
Rescue Committee's meetings. The file 
also includes two issues of the Mountain 
Rescue Committee newsletter dated 
Summer 1993 and Spring 1994. 

Papers arranged chronologically. 

1 file 

Open 

1987-1994 

MAOM/1/3/4 Papers relating to the British 
Mountaineering Council 

The majority of papers are dated 1983-
1995 and include minutes of the British 
Mountaineering Council (BMC) 
Committee of Management meetings 

1973-1995 
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dated 17 February 1993, 24 April 1993, 
26 June 1993, 15 September 1993, 10 
November 1993, 12 February 1994 and 
22 April 1994. Minutes of the BMC Annual 
General Meetings dated 24 April 1993 
and 23 April 1994 are also included. 
Items of correspondence include letters, 
dated 1989-1991, between Mike Shaw, 
Secretary of the Association, and Derek 
Walker, General Secretary of BMC, 
regarding Mike's willingness to represent 
mountaineering interests on the West 
Midlands Sports Council; and 
correspondence, dated September 1991-
February 1992, regarding a grant 
application to the Sports Council 
concerning BMC Rockhall Cottage in the 
Peak District National Park. 

The file also contains reports including a 
1979 report on climbing walls which was 
produced by the Technical Committee of 
the BMC; and the BMC 50th Anniversary 
Report dated 1994. There are three 
issues of the newsletter of the BMC 
Access and Conservation Committee 
dated September 1989, Spring 1991 and 
January 1994. There are also leaflets and 
other promotional literature produced by 
the BMC. 

Papers arranged chronologically and 
divided into two folders: 1973-1992 and 
1992-1995. 

2 files 

Open 

MAOM/1/3/5 Papers relating to meets 

Comprises notices of meetings of the 
Association, including notices of Annual 
General Meetings, outdoor meets, and 
joint meets with other organisations such 
as The Rucksack Club. Dated 1928-1934. 
Also includes correspondence relating to 
outdoor meets of the Association but also 
includes minutes of the 'Outdoor Meets 
Programme Meeting' held on 10 
November 1992 in Rugby and a report of 

1928-1994 
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the 'Outdoor Meets Working Group'. 
There is also an analysis of the outdoor 
meets programme for 1991-1992, notes 
to meets leaders and the proposed 
outdoor meets programme for 1995. Also 
includes correspondence related to a 
questionnaire seeking members' views 
about outdoor meets dated 1992-1994. 

2 files 

Open 

MAOM/1/3/6 Papers relating to the Association tie 

Brochures and one item of 
correspondence concerning the design 
for the Association tie. 

1 file 

Open 

1986 

MAOM/1/3/7 Papers relating to the Association archive 

Correspondence relating to the archive 
material of the Association. Includes 
minutes of committee meeting held at 
Glan Dena on 5 March 1994 when the 
possibility of depositing the archive with 
the University of Birmingham was 
discussed. 

1 file 

Open 

1994 

MAOM/1/4 Secretary's papers 

Papers, primarily copies of minutes of 
meetings, collected by Vince Sleigh, 
Secretary of the Association. Includes a 
few items of correspondence as well as 
some papers relating to membership 
proposals. 

1 file 

Open 

1986-1989 
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MAOM/1/5 Papers relating to the running of the huts 

Papers relating to the running of the Glan 
Dena hut in Ogwen, North Wales and the 
Low House hut in Coniston, Cumbria. 
Papers include minutes of hut 
committees, financial records and papers 
relating to the structure of the huts 
including plans for refurbishments. 

38 files 

Open 

1935-1997 

MAOM/1/5/1 Papers relating to Glan Dena 

These papers contain records relating to 
Glan Dena, the Association's hut in 
Ogwen, Bettws-y-Coed in North Wales. 
The papers include a variety of record 
types including reports of the Hut 
Committee, financial records, 
correspondence and papers relating to 
refurbishment plans. The papers are 
largely dated between the 1940s and 
1990s. 

Glan Dena was built in 1935 and was 
purchased by the Association for use by 
its members in 1945. The Association 
carried out substantial internal alterations 
to the property. Money to purchase the 
hut was provided partly through the gifts 
of members. The hut was rebuilt during 
the mid 1980s. 

21 files 

Open 

1935-1997 

MAOM/1/5/1/1 Minutes and related papers of the Hut 
Committee 

Signed minutes dated 19 February 1945 
to 21 November 1945. Also includes 
minutes from 1956 Annual General 
Meeting of the Association and a printed 
agreement concerning water extraction 
dated 1976. The Hut Committee was later 
known as Hut Sub-Committee. 

1945-1956 
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The file also includes an undated 
photograph of members taken outside the 
Glan Dena hut annotated 'Stan Arthur, 
John Skerrett Gordon Major, Helen 
Hartley, Cyril Wickham, Cliff May, Shirley 
Marshall (Jeffray), Barbara McLauchlan, 
Catherine Brown, Phil Smith, Madge 
Robinson, Peggy Smith, Phora 
Parsonage, Jean Styles (?), Eddie 
Hambly, A. H. (Peter) Robinson, Colin 
Bates, Bill Boyson, Jean Allen, Mike 
Shaw, Geoff Fielding, Stan Crawford, 
Murray Campbell, Bill Willmer, Harry 
Sutcliffe (?), Mavis Mottram, Frank 
Goodwin, Kim Beck (?), Olwen Willmer, 
Clinton Parsonage, Pip [Showell] Styles, 
John Brown'. 

Note that the main sequence of 
Association minutes can be found at 
MAOM/1/2 

1 file 

Open 

MAOM/1/5/1/2 Finances 

Comprises financial accounts, receipts 
and statements relating to the running of 
the Glan Dena hut: 

/1: Account book, 1945-1952. 

/2: Account book, 1952-1966. 

/3: Expenditure, 1996. Includes receipts 
and bank statements. 

/4: Expenditure, 1997. Includes receipts 
and bank statements. 

/5: Income, 1996. Includes receipts. 

/6: Income, 1997. Includes receipts. 

6 files 

Open 

1945-1997 
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MAOM/1/5/1/3 Correspondence relating to the building 

Comprises: 

/1: Correspondence and deeds relating to 
purchase and fabric of Glan Dena, 1935-
1956. 

/2: Correspondence and deeds relating to 
water supply, 1935-1954 

2 files 

Open 

1935-1956 

MAOM/1/5/1/4 Correspondence with the National Trust 

Correspondence relates to planting, 
fencing and access to Glan Dena. 

1 file 

Open 

1974-1988 

MAOM/1/5/1/5 Papers relating to refurbishments 

Comprises: 

/1: Papers, 1955-1986. 

/2: Report, 1983. 

/3: Contractual conditions, circa 1985. 

/4: Contract set of plans, 1985. 

/5: Correspondence, 1984. 

/6: Replacement Part 1, 1984-1985, 2 
folders. 

/7: Replacement Part 2, 1984-1985, 2 
folders. 

/8: Correspondence, 1985-1986. 

10 files 

Open 

1955-1986 

MAOM/1/5/1/6 Plans and related papers 

Comprises plans of Glan Dena as well as 

1956-1976 
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correspondence and other papers 
concerning the electrical supply to the 
hut. 

1 file 

Open 

MAOM/1/5/2 Papers relating to Low House 

These papers contain records relating to 
Low House, the Association's hut in 
Coniston, Cumbria. The papers comprise 
a variety of record types including reports 
of the Warden of the Hut Committee, 
financial records, correspondence, papers 
relating to the purchase of the hut and 
papers relating to refurbishment. The 
papers are largely dated between the 
1950s and 1990s. 

Following the advent of a motorway 
network in England in the early 1960s, the 
Association realised that the Lake District 
was a viable location for their second hut. 
After inspecting a number of properties 
across Cumbria, Low House was viewed 
in 1966. An Extraordinary General 
Meeting was held after the Annual 
General Meeting of 26 April 1966 and the 
Association agreed to purchase the 
property. Low House first appeared in the 
Association's handbook for 1967-1968. 
By this date it appears to have been 
ready for use by Association members. 

17 files 

Open 

mid-late 
20th cent 

MAOM/1/5/2/1 Reports of the Hut Warden 

Reports of the Low House Hut Warden 
which were presented to the Association 
at their Annual General Meetings. 
Reports are dated between 1972-1983. 
Also includes unconfirmed minutes of the 
Association's Annual General Meeting 
held on 23 April 1983. 

1972-1983 
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1 file 

Open 

MAOM/1/5/2/2 Finances 

Invoices, accounts, receipts and related 
correspondence concerning financial 
matters related to Low House. Includes 
minutes of the Association's Finance Sub-
committee which were held at Low House 
on 7 December 1991. Also includes 
annual balance sheet for 1991 and the 
Low House Warden's Log Book which 
appears to have primarily been used 
between 1972-1982. This volume 
includes financial accounts as well as 
detailing routine maintenance issues 
related to the hut. 

1 file 

Open 

1972-1991 

MAOM/1/5/2/3 Correspondence 

Material comprises: 

/1: Correspondence concerning Low 
House, 1958-1972. 

/2: Correspondence concerning Low 
House, 1978-1996. Includes article 
entitled 'The Search for Low House' by A. 
H. Robinson and dated February 1978. 
The article describes the history of Low 
House and the events surrounding the 
Association's wish to purchase the 
property. 

/3: Complaints and planning, 1982-1983. 

/4: Correspondence relating to rates and 
valuations, 1981-1982. 

4 files 

Open 

1958-1996 

MAOM/1/5/2/4 Papers relating to Low House prior to 
purchase by the Association 

mid 20th 
cent 
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Deeds, plans, correspondence and 
related notes concerning Low House prior 
to purchase by the Association. Also 
includes photographs. 

1 file 

Open 

MAOM/1/5/2/5 Papers relating to refurbishments 

Material includes: 

/1: Papers relating to improving shower 
and toilet facilities, 1966-1977. 

/2: Papers relating to proposed 
alterations, 1993. 

/3: Statutory instruments regarding Fire 
and Building Regulations, 1972-1974. 

3 files 

Open 

1966-1993 

MAOM/1/5/2/6 Inspection reports 

Material includes: 

/1: Fire inspection reports, 1974-1976. 

/2: Papers primarily relating to fire 
prevention, 1976-1988. 

/3: Papers primarily relating to various 
appliances used in Low House, 1979-
1991. 

/4: Architects report, correspondence and 
related papers, 1966. Includes a number 
of photographs of Low House. 

4 files 

Open 

1966-1991 

MAOM/1/5/2/7 Plans 

Material includes: 

/1: Low House inventory and papers 
relating to insurance and electrical supply, 

mid-late 
20th cent 
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1985-1990. 

/2: Structural plans including plans 
relating to improving the shower and toilet 
facilities. 

/3: Sketch plans showing development of 
premises from 16th century. 

/3 is large and is stored in plan chest 
drawer A8 

3 files 

Open 

MAOM/2 Publications 

Majority of items comprise publications 
produced by the Association. There is 
also a small number of publications 
collected by the Association relating to 
mountaineering and other mountaineering 
organisations in the United Kingdom. 

74 volumes, 1 file and 3 items 

Open 

1945-2000 

MAOM/2/1 Publications produced by the Association 

These papers comprise printed material 
produced by the Association for its 
members. The publications provide 
information about the Association and its 
functions and activities. They comprise a 
large run of handbooks, journal issues, 
newsletters and circulars. The period 
covered by the papers as a whole is 
relatively wide although there are no 
publications from the early period of the 
Association's existence, from 1922-1944. 
Coverage is greatest for the period 1948-
2000. This includes a complete set of 
Association handbooks for 1945-1999; a 
complete set of Journal issues from 1958-
1996, a complete set of newsletters for 
1960-1969; and a complete set of 
circulars for 1958-2000. 

The records are a rich source of 
information for both the activities of the 

1945-2000 
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Association and the exploits of its 
members. Publications contain a 
substantial amount of information about 
mountaineering in both the United 
Kingdom and abroad. 

60 volumes, 1 file and 3 items 

Open 

MAOM/2/1/1 Handbooks 

Complete set of handbooks of the 
Midland Association of Mountaineers for 
the years 1945-1946 to 1998-1999. The 
handbooks have retained much the same 
format during this period and include 
details of committee members; past 
presidents of the Association; 
programmes of indoor and outdoor 
meets; hut rules; details of the 
Association's library including a list of 
books held; rules of the Association; 
information regarding first aid and 
mountain rescue; and an alphabetical list 
of members with their address and 
contact telephone number listed. 

Some handbooks have been annotated 
and there are duplicate copies for some 
years. The handbooks are pocket sized 
and contain advertisements. Earlier 
reports provide a membership count: 
membership as of September 1945 was 
238, by September 1954 it was 350, 
September 1965 was 442 and December 
1955 was 460. From the 1950s the 
handbook provides details of the London 
Section of the Association, which was 
established for members who had 
relocated to the capital, as well as 
providing a list of 'Huts of the Kindred 
Clubs' which Association members were 
permitted to use through a reciprocal 
arrangement with other mountaineering 
clubs. 

Handbooks contain lists of Association 
officers. In the earlier handbooks the 
officers consisted of President, Treasurer, 
Librarian, Organiser of Meets and 

1945-1999 
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Secretary. The 1999 handbook indicates 
that by this time the pool of officers had 
increased to include a Membership 
Secretary, Secretary of the London 
Section, Hut Booking Secretary, Assistant 
Treasurer for subscriptions, Hut Wardens 
for both Glan Dena and Low House, 
Journal Editor, Archivist, Assistant 
Wardens for both Glan Dena and Low 
House, Assistant Treasurers for both 
Glan Dena and Low House and an 
Engineering Consultant. 

Some handbooks also list the original 
members of the Association and list 
Honorary Members detailing their year of 
election to honorary membership. There 
is a supplement for 1984-1985 which 
primarily lists changes of addresses of 
members. 

52 volumes 

Open 

MAOM/2/1/2 Journal of the Midland Association of 
Mountaineers 

Issues of the Journal of the Midland 
Association of Mountaineers from 1958-
1991. Issues were produced annually and 
each issue is quite substantial, regularly 
amounting to some 70 pages. Many 
issues include images, sketches, book 
reviews and notices. The majority of each 
issue comprises articles regarding 
mountaineering in both the United 
Kingdom and abroad. Many issues also 
include obituaries of Association 
members, articles relating to Association 
meets, letters and notices. 

The journal is accompanied by three 
indexes which are presented in 
chronological order according to volume, 
author and category. These indexes 
appear to have been compiled circa 1995. 

The editors of the Journal from 1933-
1995 were: 

1958-c 
1996 
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1933-1939: E. W. Steeple and Guy 
Barlow; 

1947-1956: Showell Styles; 

1956-1967: Mike Shaw; 

1967-1969: John Harwood; 

1969-1980: Dave Roberts; 

1980-1982: Harry Sutcliffe; 

1982-1990: Graham Willison; 

1990-1995: Dave Roberts. 

The four bound volumes are labelled '3', 
'4', '5' and '6' on the spine, suggesting that 
journal issues produced prior to 1958 
were included in volumes '1' and '2' but 
these earlier volumes are not included in 
the archive. 

4 volumes and 3 items 

Open 

MAOM/2/1/2/1 Journal of the Midland Association of 
Mountaineers, Volume 3 

Bound volume from Volume III, Number 
2, 1958 to Volume III, Number 6, 1962. 
Issues were edited by Michael Hall. 

Issues contain obituaries of G. A. P. 
Knapp, Christopher Southall (1875-1957) 
and Mrs H. K. Hockenhull. The 1962 
issue also includes book reviews and a 
competition corner. 

1 volume 

Open 

1958-1962 

MAOM/2/1/2/2 Journal of the Midland Association of 
Mountaineers, Volume 4 

Bound volume from Volume IV, Number 
1, 1963 to Volume IV, Number 5, 1967. 
Issues were edited by Michael Hall. 

1963-1968 
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Issues contain obituaries of Rev J. E. 
Grosvenor, Philip H. Pethybridgen, Cyril 
Bruce Machin, Wallace May - founder 
member of the Association, Ernest 
Edwards, Richard Southall, Frederick 
Gilbert Brettell, J. A. Best, David P. Wild 
and Thomas Clutterbuck. 

1 volume 

Open 

MAOM/2/1/2/3 Journal of the Midland Association of 
Mountaineers, Volume 5 

Bound volume from Volume V, Number 1, 
1969 to Volume V, Number 6, 1977-1978. 
Volume V, Issue 1 was edited by John 
Harwood, the remaining issues were 
edited by Dave Roberts. 

Issues contain obituaries of Elsie Stafford, 
C. W. H. Thomson, Mrs K. Palmer, Doug 
Wilson, H. W. Owen, C. E. Rodgers, 
Dennis Johnstone Munns, Rev W. 
Priestley Phillips MA, Joseph Harold 
Sheldon CBE, Frank W. Salter, Walter 
Reizes-Reid, Frank Wallbank - the last 
surviving founder member, Peter N. Holt, 
Mary Lavalette nee Sollitt, J. Clinton 
Parsonage, Geoffrey Redman, Howard 
W. Vaughan, Stanley Arthur, Talbot Clay, 
Harold Restall and Madge Robinson. 

1 volume 

Open 

1969-1978 

MAOM/2/1/2/4 Journal of the Midland Association of 
Mountaineers, Volume 6 

Bound volume from Volume VI, Number 
1, 1979-1980 to Volume VI, Number 6, 
1991. Issues were edited by Dave 
Roberts and Graham Willison. 

Issues contain obituaries of T. K. Beck, A. 
H. Robinson, C. Slade, V. C. Slator, H. K. 
Hockenhull, Miss Ailsa M. Jacques - past 
President 1951-1953 and an early 
member elected in 1924, Ken Townsend, 

1979-1991 
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Bryan Hall, Oliver Jones, Bob Davis, John 
Donkin, Marjorie Stych, David Owen 
Hughes, Geoffrey H. Mottram, John 
Charles Cow, Babs Solari, William Ogilvy 
Duncan, Andrew Kamper, Dorothy Lloyd, 
Stephen Padfield, Peter Wild and John 
Willison. 

These issues also contain a number of 
articles relating to the Association's huts. 
These include an article following the 
refurbishment of the Glan Dena hut 
entitled 'Glan Dena Re-Opening', Volume 
VI, Number 4, 1985-1986. 

1 volume 

Open 

MAOM/2/1/2/5 Journal of the Midland Association of 
Mountaineers 

Loose issues of the Journal of the 
Midland Association of Mountaineers. 
Issues dated prior to 1991 are also 
included in the bound volumes in this sub-
series. Loose issues include: 

/1: 1977-1978 edited by Dave Roberts. 
Includes obituaries of Stanley Arthur, 
Talbot Clay, Harold Restall and Madge 
Robinson. 

/2: 1981-1982 edited by Harry Sutcliffe. 
Includes obituaries of H. K. Hockenhull, 
Miss Ailsa M. Jacques, Ken Townsend 
and Bryan Hall. 

/3: 1983-1984 edited by Graham Willison. 
Includes obituaries of Oliver Jones, Bob 
Davis, John Donkin, Marjorie Stych, 
David Owen Hughes,  

/4: 1985-1986 edited by Graham Willison. 
Includes obituaries of Geoffrey H. 
Mottram, John Charles Cow, Babs Solari 
and William Ogilvy Duncan. 

/5: 1987-1988 edited by Graham Willison. 
Includes obituary of Frank Hall. 

1977-1996 
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/6: 1990-1991 edited by Dave Roberts. 
Includes obituaries of Andrew Kamper, 
Dorothy Lloyd, Stephen David Padfield, 
Peter Wild and John David Willison. 

/7: 1991-1992 edited by Dave Roberts. 
Includes obituaries of Stuart John Grant 
Hutchinson and A. J. 'Robin' Knowles. 

/8: 1993-1994 edited by Dave Roberts. 
Includes obituaries of Eileen Ruth Munns, 
Trevor Charles Savage, Vince Sleigh and 
John Shakespeare. 

/9: 1995-1996 edited by William Moores. 
Includes obituaries of Reginald William 
Wilmer and Peter Wilson (1938-1996). 

9 volumes 

Open 

MAOM/2/1/2/6 Indexes 

Three indexes of the Association journal. 
The indexes cover all issues from Volume 
I, Number 1 in 1933. Also included is an 
unnumbered publication dated 1924 
which largely comprises of the President's 
reports for the previous two years. The 
three indexes are presented in 
chronological order: 

/1: Index by volume. 

/2: Index by author. 

/3: Index by category. 

Note that only journal issues produced 
between 1958 and 1996 are included in 
the archive. 

3 items 

Open 

c 1996 

MAOM/2/1/3 Newsletters and circulars 

Bound volumes which contain Association 
newsletters and circulars. The newsletters 
appear to have been produced quarterly 

1958-2000 
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and typically included reports from recent 
meets, committee news, notes from the 
President, news from the London Section 
and notes from climbing grounds. The 
summer newsletter often included reports 
which had been presented at the 
Association's Annual General Meeting 
which was normally held in March or 
April. 

Association circulars were produced on a 
monthly basis. These have been bound 
into volumes with the newsletters. 
Circulars initially provided a calendar of 
forthcoming events and other brief notices 
such as listing new members and 
detailing changes of address. Initially the 
newsletters and circulars ran 
concurrently. After May 1969 it appears 
that the circular replaced the newsletter. 
After this date the circular became more 
detailed. 

4 volumes and 1 file 

Open 

MAOM/2/1/3/1 Newsletters and circulars 

Bound volume of newsletters dated 
Autumn 1960 to Summer 1968 and 
circulars dated August 1958 to December 
1968. 

The first part of this volume contains 
newsletters from 1960 to 1968 followed 
by the circulars from 1958-1968. Also 
includes circulars from the London 
Section. 

A number of newsletters are not dated 
although their dates have been annotated 
on the issue in pencil. 

1 volume 

Open 

1958-1968 

MAOM/2/1/3/2 Newsletters and circulars 

Bound volume containing one newsletter 

1969-1978 
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dated May 1969 and circulars dated 
January 1969 to December 1978. It 
appears that newsletters ceased to be 
produced after May 1969 and these were 
replaced by a more detailed version of the 
Association's circulars. 

1 volume 

Open 

MAOM/2/1/3/3 Circulars 

Bound volume of circulars dated January 
1979 to December 1988. 

1 volume 

Open 

1979-1988 

MAOM/2/1/3/4 Circulars 

Bound volume of circulars dated January 
1989 to December 1998. 

1 volume 

Open 

1989-1998 

MAOM/2/1/3/5 Circulars 

Loose issues of circulars dated January 
1999 to March 2000. 

1 file 

Open 

1999-2000 

MAOM/2/2 Publications collected by the Association 

Various publications relating to 
mountaineering that appear to have been 
collected by, or donated to, the 
Association. Titles include: 

/1: 'The Journal of the Manchester 
University Mountaineering Club' 1964-
1965. 

/2: 'Sheffield University Mountaineering 
Club: Annual Journal' 1965-1966. 

1964-1992 
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/3: 'Edinburgh University Mountaineering 
Club: Journal' 1965-1966. 

/4: 'Nottingham University Mountaineering 
Club: NU Journal' 1969/1970. 

/5: 'Lairig Club' 1970. 

/6: 'Mountaineering', Volume V, Number 
7, Summer 1970. 

/7: 'Bristol Mountaineering' 1977. 

/8: 'Cambridge Mountaineering' 1986. 

/9: 'Cambridge Mountaineering' 1989. 

/10: 'Cambridge Mountaineering' 1990. 

/11: 'Cambridge Mountaineering' 1991. 

/12: 'Development, Design and 
Management of Climbing Walls' London: 
British Mountaineering Council, 1988, 
ISBN 0906577829. 

/13: 'The Fell and Rock Journal', Volume 
XXIV (3), Number 71, 1988. 

/14: 'The Fell and Rock Journal', Volume 
XXV (2), Number 73, 1992. 

14 volumes 

Open 

MAOM/3 Papers of the University of Birmingham 
Mountaineering Club 

Log book and two journal issues relating 
to the University of Birmingham 
Mountaineering Club (UBMC). 

Note that correspondence between the 
UBMC and the Association can be found 
at MAOM/1/3/1. 

The University of Birmingham 
Mountaineering Club (UBMC), whose 
members were also known as 'The 
Stoats', was established in 1932. An 
affiliation developed between the UBMC 

1947-1989 
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and the Midland Association of 
Mountaineers and the two organisations 
have retained close links. The UBMC is 
still an active student society with regular 
meets and events throughout the year. 

For the 1932-1933 session J. R. Jenkins 
was the UBMC's first President, C. R. 
Nicholls was Secretary and R. P. 
Verschoyle was Treasurer. According to 
the UBMC constitution as at April 1958, 
the object of the club was to assist 
members in their mountaineering 
activities. Membership was open to all 
members of the University of Birmingham 
Guild of Students and the club was 
administered by a committee comprising 
the President, Secretary, Treasurer and 
three other members. Annual General 
Meetings were held during the summer 
term and members paid an annual 
subscription. Upon leaving the University 
members could pay a subscription to 
entitle them to Life Membership of the 
club. 

1 volume and 2 items 

Open 

MAOM/3/1 Log Book of activities 

Log book of UBMC activities labelled 
'Volume II 1947-1958'. The volume 
begins by listing the Presidents, 
Secretaries and Treasurers of the club 
from the 1932-1933 session to the 1958-
1959 session. The log book includes 
notes and minutes relating to the Annual 
General Meetings of the club which were 
held between 1947 and 1958, often listing 
the members present. It also provides 
accounts of indoor meets as well as joint 
meets with the Midland Association of 
Mountaineers. There are notes relating to 
expeditions, a number of photographs 
including some photographs of UBMC 
members and news cuttings taken from 
unidentified issues of the University of 
Birmingham's 'Guild News'. The volume 
concludes with the UBMC constitution as 

1947-1958 
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at April 1958. 

The log book was not used between 1950 
and 1954. Following a note dated July 
1954 there follows a retrospective 
account of events from the previous four 
years. 

1 volume 

Open 

MAOM/3/2 Journals of 'The Stoats' 

Two journal issues which include articles 
relating to mountaineering, poems, 
tongue-in-cheek correspondence with the 
University of Birmingham Wayfarers club 
and cartoons: 

/1: 'The Stoats' 1987-1988 edited by Neil 
Clarke. 

/2: 'Stoats Journal' 1988-1989. 

2 items 

Open 

1987-1989 

MAOM/4 Papers of Hester Norris 

Material includes 14 volumes of Hester 
Norris' diaries. These diaries provide a 
detailed insight into alpine 
mountaineering in Europe, primarily 
during the period 1934-1956. The diaries 
are also notable for providing detailed 
accounts of expeditions written by an 
early female alpinist. The diaries describe 
mountaineering in The Alps in 
Switzerland and France and in The 
Dolomites in Italy. Norris' diary for 1939 is 
particularly interesting due to the 
impending Second World War. Also 
includes DVD copies of the diaries and a 
small amount of correspondence relating 
to their acquisition by the Midland 
Association of Mountaineers. 

Hester Norris (1910-1991) was a member 
of the Midland Association of 
Mountaineers from 1949 to 1965. She 

1934-1994 
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visited the Alps regularly during the 
1930s-1950s. Two of her diaries refer to 
Association expeditions in Norway and in 
northern Italy. In 1955 Norris suffered a 
stroke and this curtailed her 
mountaineering activities. 

14 volumes, 18 CDs and 1 file 

Open 

MAOM/4/1 Diaries 

Volumes are substantial and contain 
detailed information about Hester Norris' 
mountaineering holidays. The holidays 
were primarily taken in The Alps, but the 
volumes also describe trips to The 
Dolomites in Italy and to Norway as well 
as trips in the United Kingdom. 

Each diary is an account of one Alpine 
season from 1934 to 1956 sometimes 
covering over 200 pages. Norris appears 
to have missed some seasons, most 
notably during the years of the Second 
World War. Accounts describing some of 
her most enjoyable days are over 30 
pages long. It appears that Norris' 
technique at first was to write her diaries 
in the evenings and on rest days. Later 
she took to making notes, often while on 
a climb, using these to jog her memory 
while writing up the diary at a later date. 

The volumes are particularly attractive 
with annotations and indexes. They 
include numerous photographs, 
postcards, diagrams, drawings and maps, 
sometimes with the route taken on a 
mountain marked in coloured pen. 

14 volumes 

Open 

1934-1978 

MAOM/4/1/1 Diary 

This volume describes a mountaineering 
holiday to Zermatt in 1935. Norris 
travelled to Newhaven on her motorbike, 

1932-1935 
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named Archibald, and then took the train 
to Zermatt in Switzerland. She did some 
training on the Gorner Glacier, the 
Riffelhorn and the Furggengrat before 
tackling a traverse of the Untergabelhorn. 
Times she left her hut and lengths of 
stops are all carefully noted. She 
describes traversing the Rimpfischhorn 
which she viewed as more difficult than 
tackling the Matterhorn. 

Following the end of the holiday, the diary 
summarises Norris' winter sports holidays 
in Lenk from 1932-1935, the first of these 
being in charge of a group of schoolgirls. 
The diary also describes a ski ascent of 
the Wildhorn with Hans Griessen in 
January 1935. She mentions her first 
rock-climbing holiday in England at 
Wasdale Head during Easter 1935 with 
Harry Lucas. 

The volume includes a sketch map of the 
area around Zermatt, an extract from 'On 
High Hills' by Geoffrey Winthrop Young 
and an index of contents. 

1 volume 

Open 

MAOM/4/1/2 Diary 

Entitled 'Zermatt. Includes Winter Sports 
Holiday 1936 and Easter at Wasdale' 

The diary for 1936 begins with bad 
weather. Norris ascended the Riffelhorn 
and the Breithorn. She writes of the 
usefulness of this as altitude training. 
Other mountains climbed included the 
Klein Matterhorn and the Dufourspitze of 
Monte Rosa which took over five hours to 
ascent some 6000 feet. She traversed the 
Obergabelhorn via the 'Old Route' by the 
Gabelhorn Glacier and down via the 
Arbengrat. A photograph taken from the 
Obergabelhorn is captioned 'The Rothorn 
Ridge of the Zinal Rothorn. Oh how I 
have set my heart on climbing this ridge. I 
wonder when I shall do it, if ever; but I 

1936 
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must!' Due to poor weather they were 
turned back from an attempt on the Zinal 
Rothorn. She used this time for abseiling 
practice whilst it was snowing heavily. 

The volume includes a supplement which 
covers other mountaineering activities 
during 1936. This includes a short 
summary of a winter sports holiday in 
Lenk, Easter at Wasdale and ten days 
with a novice climber identified as 'Lewis' 
in the Lakes during the Spring. She also 
visited Scotland and climbed the 
Buachaille Etive Mor and Ben Nevis. With 
no explanation the volume also includes 
some photographs taken in 
Newfoundland during November 1936. 

1 volume 

Open 

MAOM/4/1/3 Diary 

Entitled 'Lenk. Includes Easter at 
Wasdale' 

Norris visits the Bernese Oberland with 
her guide, Hans Griessen, whom she 
describes as 'a good all-round 
mountaineer and not one of the 
moneygrubbers!' They trained on the 
Spielgarten and toured around Wildhorn 
and Wildstrubel. This was followed by a 
long trip through Bliimlisalphorn, Breithorn 
and Lauterbrunnen. From there they went 
by Kleine Scheidegg to Grindelwald. Due 
to snow they retreated to Boltigen where 
they spent a day on the crags. A number 
of photographs are included in the diary 
depicting the crags. 

The volume includes a supplement which 
describes Easter 1937 at Wasdale. There 
are numerous photographs. Inserted in 
the rear of the volume are photographs 
taken on Tryfan which depict members of 
the family of Professor G. I. Finch, later to 
become the President of the Alpine Club; 
Clare and Berridge Mallory, daughters of 
G. L. Mallory; and G. W. Young with the 

1937 
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Finches at Pen y Pass. 

1 volume 

Open 

MAOM/4/1/4 Diary 

Entitled 'Grindelwald. Includes Winter 
sports at Lenk and climbing in North 
Wales' 

The volume describes a trip to 
Grindelwald with Hans Griessen. They 
traversed the Kingspitz and the next day 
traversed the Klein and Gross Simelistock 
which she notes was 'highly enjoyable'. 
The descent was by abseiling down the 
McDonald Chimney in increasing mist. 
Two days of poor weather saw the pair 
move to the Dossen Hut and up the 
Dossenhorn. Then they made a long trek 
to the Wettersattel and climbed the 
Wetterhorn. After their descent they 
teamed up with another guide, Christian 
Inabit, and his client and then traversed 
the Klein Schreckhorn. Due to bad 
weather they 'snatched' the Eiger by the 
West Flank in deep snow. 

The supplement contains a two page 
summary of Norris' 1938 Winter holiday in 
Lenk and another summary, 
accompanied by numerous photographs, 
of two weeks in Snowdonia during April 
1938. She was accompanied in 
Snowdonia by the Finches and met some 
members of the Climbers' Club including 
Brenda Ritchie. 

1 volume 

Open 

1938 

MAOM/4/1/5 Diary 

Entitled 'Chamonix, nb eve of World War 
Two'. 

Unlike the earlier volumes, this describes 
a visit to Chamonix. Norris was 
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accompanied by Harry Lucas and as 
soon as they arrived in France she notes 
that everything was grinding to a halt due 
to the impending Second World War. 
Hotels were closing, guides were 
unavailable as they were being mobilised 
into the armed forces and some huts had 
been taken over by mountain troops. The 
pair did manage to hire a guide, Armand 
Couttet, and went up to Montenvers. But 
upon their arrival Couttet was summoned 
to report for military service immediately. 
He soon found a replacement, Marcel 
Bozon, who led Norris and Lucas up to 
Petits Charmoz and the Pelerins. The 
volume includes a photograph of a 
smiling Marcel with Norris and the caption 
'here I am just itching to be off again for 
some more: happiness personified'. She 
records that Marcel was unfailingly patient 
with her and Lucas. 

Returning to Chamonix they had difficulty 
finding somewhere to change money and 
Lucas decided to return to England whilst 
the trains were still running rather than 
risk losing his job. Norris remained and 
tackled the Grepon with Marcel. Shortly 
after this they learnt that Great Britain had 
declared war on Germany. Norris writes 
that she and Marcel spent some time with 
his family and were deeply worried about 
what would become of them. Her journey 
home took three and a half days of 
uncertainty, catching what she implies 
was one of the last ferries to leave 
Dieppe. She writes 'it remains to be seen 
when the world will be able to resume its 
normal activities once more... In the 
meantime I must be content with the 
glorious memories contained in my five 
Alpine diaries'. 

The diary also includes a list of all the 
mountains Norris had climbed in order of 
merit. She placed Matterhorn first and 
Grepon second. Harry Lucas also added 
a short summary of his recollections of 
this trip. During the war years visits to the 
hills appear to have been almost 



                    Records of the Midland Association of Mountaineers 

49 
© Cadbury Research Library: Special Collections, University of Birmingham 

 

impossible. That said Norris appears to 
have climbed Snowdon in 1942 and 1943. 

1 volume 

Open 

MAOM/4/1/6 'V.E. Holiday: Sunshine and Snow' 

From this volume onwards Norris has 
given her diaries specific titles. There are 
two diaries for 1946 and 'Sunshine and 
Snow' is the first. It describes a ski-
mountaineering holiday in Lenk. 

The volume commences with an extract 
from 'Finale' by G. W. Young: 'I have not 
lost the magic of long days; I live them, 
dream them still...' Norris notes that the 
ban on private travel to Switzerland was 
lifted on 1 April 1946 and by 6 April 1946 
she was on her way. She describes the 
rail journey across France as tedious but 
the welcome she received in Lenk 
compensated for this. She notes that not 
much had changed in Lenk and soon 
started on an ascent of the Wildhorn, the 
Rohrbachstein, the Weisshorn and the 
Wildstrubel before descending to 
Kandersteg. She notes that she got badly 
sunburnt and states that 'it was 
exceedingly painful to smile'. After 
travelling by train to the Jungfraujoch she 
skied to the Concordia Hut and toured 
around the Finsteraarhorn Hut and the 
Rollandia Hut. An attempt on the 
Ebnefluh was called off before it was time 
to return home. She notes that 'now at 
least I was happy in the knowledge that I 
was not leaving the Alps indefinitely and 
that it would only be a matter of months 
before I would be among them again'. 

1 volume 

Open 

1946 

MAOM/4/1/7 'V.J. Holiday: Making the Best of a Bad 
Deal' 

Through careful saving Norris was able to 

1946 
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return to the continent in 1946. She notes 
that her pre-war guide, Marcel Bozon, 
had survived the war and had been 
exempt from active service as he was the 
father of seven children. As a guide he 
had spent much of the war training 
mountain troops. Norris describes France 
as chaotic. She was inconvenienced by a 
sudden train strike at Dijon and she 
records that most items were extremely 
expensive and food was severely 
rationed. Inserted onto one page are 
some French food coupons for cheese, 
coffee, meat, vegetables and wine. 

This volume is relatively short. This is due 
to the fact that there was little climbing to 
record because of bad weather. From the 
Couvercle Hut they climbed the Moine. 
Then they wandered through the Aiguilles 
Rouges, crossing into Switzerland, before 
returning. After traversing the Aiguille de 
Belvedere in wintry conditions, Norris 
relates how she got stuck in a hole in the 
toilet. On the final page Norris states 'this 
concludes yet another of my Alpine 
Diaries, my seventh, and the least 
interesting of them all'. The volume 
includes a number of photographs which 
are captioned and it appears that Norris 
was becoming interested in photography 
and in doing her own developing and 
printing. 

1 volume 

Open 

MAOM/4/1/8 'Dauphine; High Life in L'Oisans' 

The volume begins with Norris writing that 
1947 had been one of the most enjoyable 
years of her life. This trip to Dauphine 
with Marcel Bozon appears to have 
added to that enjoyment. The holiday 
began with the pair traversing from the 
Col de Lautaret to La Berarde via the 
Tour Carree and the Pic Nord des 
Cavales. They followed this with a 
traverse of the Meije and carried on to La 
Grave. She notes that 'I shall cherish my 

1947 
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memories of the Meije among the very 
best of my mountain memoirs'. 

They traversed the Pic de la Grave and 
Les Tetes du Replat before tackling the 
south face of the Ecrins. Conditions were 
poor and Norris found the ascent difficult: 
'it had been a dangerous, more than 
difficult, day in my opinion but it was good 
to feel that we had accomplished my 
second ambition of the holiday...' They 
then tackled the Roche Paillon in poor 
weather before returning to La Berarde 
where the pair separated. Norris 
described this trip as 'one of the best of 
my Alpine Holidays'. 

1 volume 

Open 

MAOM/4/1/9 'Castles in the Air' 

The volume begins with Norris stating that 
she had 'decided to ''bag'' as many 
Oberland giants with Hans Griessen as 
weather and funds would permit'. But, yet 
again, the weather was poor and these 
plans became 'Castles in the Air'. She 
notes Griessen was pessimistic as many 
peaks had witnessed no ascents that 
season and a leading Grindelwald guide 
had recently been killed in an avalanche 
[Hans Schlunegger]. Due to the poor 
weather the pair spent time on the lesser 
peaks near Lenk although they did climb 
the Morgenhorn on a better day. 
Following this they traversed the 
Mittaghorn which Norris described as 
'another peak for when I am sixty' but 
then they did manage the Finsteraarhorn, 
the highest point in Oberland. 

In Concordia it began to snow, much to 
Norris' frustration. During this time she 
met a large British party who taught her to 
play 'liar dice' which helped to soothe her 
irritable mood. They went to Kleine 
Scheidegg where Norris was involved in 
an incident with railway staff. She writes 
'the Kl. Scheidegg station officials must 
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have a very low I.Q.' She writes that she 
had been in correspondence with Arnold 
Lunn and she met him for tea in 
Grindelwald before she began her journey 
home. 

The diary concludes with a short essay on 
her improving skills as a photographer. 
Besides the numerous Alpine 
photographs included in the volume is a 
portfolio taken in England depicting 'The 
Changing Seasons'. Some of these 
images had been taken in Snowdonia 
with the Rydal Hillwalkers and others 
were taken on the Carneddau. 

1 volume 

Open 

MAOM/4/1/10 'Norsk Enterprise' 

Following Norris' election to the Midland 
Association of Mountaineers she was 
pleased to discover that the summer meet 
for 1949 was intended for the Sunnmore 
area of Norway, led by Showell 'Pip' 
Styles and Cyril Machin. Norris dedicates 
this volume to the two of them and each 
has added a short contribution at the end. 
Norris climbed with Cyril and Olwen 
James and she writes that 'such success 
as Olwen and I achieved was entirely due 
to his brilliant leadership'. 

The first fifty pages of the diary are 
concerned with the Association's 
members, the journey to Norway and her 
first impressions of the country. They had 
training days on Slogen and Setertind and 
Norris, with the Jameses, ascended the 
south-west face of Smorskredtind. The 
ascent was difficult and Norris writes of 
her distress during the climb. After 
reaching the top their descent was a long 
succession of towers and they completed 
their descent at 10.30pm. They later 
discovered that they had made the first 
British and the first female ascents of the 
route. 

1949 
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The trio also climbed Brekketind and 
Norris writes that the descent was long 
and complex. It was dark and they 
eventually gained access to the hotel 
through a toilet window at 2.15am. 

1 volume 

Open 

MAOM/4/1/11 'Madness of the Heart: 1950 or Dolomites 
Adventures' 

Norris notes that her family were 
concerned by her wish to climb the 
Dolomites. She notes that they called it 
'Madness of the Heart', hence the title of 
this volume. The trip was organised by 
the Midland Association of Mountaineers 
but comprised different personal from 
those who partook in the Association's trip 
to Norway the previous year, although 
Cyril Machin attended again. The party 
had two guides, Johann and Toni 
Demetz. 

Norris writes of ascending various routes 
on the first and second Sella Towers and 
the Gross and Klein Fermeda Towers. 
She describes a trek to Mount Boe 
followed by a 13-hour day on the 
Langkofel. They then went to the 
Adangkamin and Norris includes a 
number of photographs in the volume. 

The party then went to the Winklerturm 
and Norris writes she required a pull up 
on the rope on the notorious Winkler 
Crack. Following the end of the meet, 
Norris hoped to tackle the Cevedale but 
was prevented by bad weather. Although 
she did struggle up the Punta Madreccino 
and Cima Pozzo. A number of 
photographs accompany Norris' account 
and there is evidence that photography 
was becoming an important hobby. She 
records that she had two photographs 
accepted for the Blackwell's Alpine 
Calendar. 

The final section of this volume is entitled 

1950 
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'Armchair reflections'. Norris notes that 
she doubted she would attend the 
Association meet in 1951 as it was 
scheduled for Austria and she wanted a 
bigger challenge. With regard to domestic 
climbing, Norris visited the Association's 
hut at Glan Dena in Ogwen, often 
climbing with Cyril James and Showell 
'Pip' Styles. 

1 volume 

Open 

MAOM/4/1/12 'Belinda's Great Adventure' 

Norris writes that Belinda was her small, 
red MG convertible car which had been 
part of the Preston Mobile Police Force 
until 1945. She had bought the car in 
1949 and imbued Belinda with a life and 
character of its own. Norris talked of her 
as a member of the party rather than 
solely a means of transport. This volume 
contains numerous pen and crayon 
sketches, many featuring Belinda in a 
variety of situations. The plan for this 
holiday appears to have primarily been a 
driving holiday with Norris' friend Sally 
Jones. The majority of the diary describes 
their adventures on the roads and Norris 
reports that Belinda sustained a broken 
spring and a broken half shaft. 

They drove through Belgium, along the 
Rhine and into Switzerland. The pair 
visited Lenk but did not climb, Norris 
having sprained her ankle shortly before 
setting out. They returned home via a 
circuitous route which included the Italian 
Lakes, Genoa, Monte Carlo and Lyon. 

1 volume 

Open 

1953 

MAOM/4/1/13 'Belinda Goes Abroad Again' 

This volume has been divided into two 
parts. Part 1 is entitled 'Belinda Goes 
Abroad Again!' and Part 2 is entitled 
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'Putting the Clock Back Twenty Years'. 

Part 1 concerns the drive to Zermatt and 
Part 2 refers to the climbing once there. 
The journey to Zermatt appears to have 
been uneventful although Norris had 
concerns whether Belinda would be 
suitable for future trips to the continent. 
Norris' companion on this trip was 
Marjorie Garner. Garner was a fellow 
member of the Midland Association of 
Mountaineers but was a walker rather 
than a climber. Norris states that the plan 
was to walk with or without Garner and 
then engage a guide to assist in her 
ambition to climb the Rothorn by the 
Rothorngrat. Victor Biner introduced 
Norris to Walter Biner who agreed to act 
as her guide. They were initially thwarted 
by poor weather but after a few days 
ascended to the top of the Dent Blanche 
in six and a half hours: she wrote 'it was a 
wonderful climax to a most enjoyable 
holiday. Thank you, Walter Biner, for 
making it such a wonderful day... the 
happiest day for years and years'. 

1 volume 

Open 

MAOM/4/1/14 'Belinda's last trip abroad' 

This volume has been divided into two 
parts. Part 1 is entitled 'Belinda's Last Trip 
Abroad' and Part 2 is entitled 'From Sea 
Level to 14,219 ft'. The volume also 
includes some later additions including 
'1956 Nature's Decision: Chamonix' and 
'What Next: Further Adventures from 
1956 to 1966'. 

The majority of the volume details Norris' 
1955 trip to the Alps to join the Midland 
Association of Mountaineers on their 
meet in Saas Fee. Norris travelled out 
with Isabel Boag and she records that her 
car, Belinda, sustained a broken spring 
and a cracked chassis on the way. At this 
point there is a break in Norris' narrative 
and a note dated 1978 is inserted. Here 
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Norris explains that at this point in writing 
up the diary after the holiday her urge to 
write died. Consequently most of the diary 
was written up 23 years later from notes 
made at the time. The result of this is that 
much of the account is in note form rather 
than her usual extended narrative. Norris 
notes that in 1955 she began to learn to 
play the violin, spending much time 
practising each day. 

Whilst at Saas she climbed the 
Mittaghorn, Pontjengrat, Weissmies and 
the Nadelhorn. Then she completed a 
traverse of the Fluchthorn and the 
Strahlhorn before the trip was curtailed 
due to poor weather. She writes that in 
September 1955 she drove with her 
brother John to Aviemore, caught the 
train to Blair Atholl and the traversed Glen 
Tilt and the Lairig Ghru. This was written 
up in 1978 and she adds 'I am so thankful 
that I made the most of those days when 
my energy never seemed to flag... I 
accumulated a store of the happiest 
memories that life can offer'. 

The section of the diary covering 1956 is 
titled 'Nature's Decision'. Norris explains 
that she had been spending less time 
mountaineering but joined a small group 
of Association members in Chamonix. 
She writes she felt unfit and tired. She 
began to suffer from breathing problems, 
fearing she had tuberculosis: 'I wanted to 
curl up and just be left in the snow'. They 
moved to the Alpes Maritimes and in 
Grenoble she suffered a minor stroke. 
This affected her speech and her right 
hand. She was warned not to partake in 
any further physical activities. Upon 
returning to England, further investigation 
indicated that she had a damaged heart 
valve, the legacy of rheumatic fever as a 
child. She wrote that her love for 
mountaineering remained and in 1958 
she visited Skye and walked up Sgurr na 
Banachdich. In 1959 she returned to Lenk 
and with the guide Arnold Ludi she 
completed her last Alphine peaks, the 
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Wildhorn and the Wildstrubel. She writes 
that it was 'My Last Ambition: Zermatt 
Once Again' in 1960 where Norris went 
on a number of walks. 

Further trips followed such as a visit to 
the Shetland Islands where she ascended 
Ben Loyal and Ben Klibreck, a tour of 
Ireland by car and pony trekking in 
Scotland. In 1965 she underwent surgery 
on her damaged heart valve and in Spring 
1966 paid her last visit to Lenk. The 
account concludes with her noting that in 
the 1970s 'at last the wanderlust has 
died'. 

The volume contains a short postscript 
dated August 1978. Her last entry is 
entitled 'Concluding clap-trap' and ends 
her mountain saga. 

1 volume 

Open 

MAOM/4/2 DVD copies of diaries 

Box of 18 DVDs containing scanned 
images of all Hester Norris' diaries. DVDs 
are labelled: 

/1: 1934. 

/2: 1936 and 1938 Part 2. 

/3: 1938 Part 1. 

/4: 1937 and 1953 Part 2. 

/5: 1953 Part 1. 

/6: 1939 Part 1. 

/7: 1939 Part 2 and 1947. 

/8: 1946 V.E. 

/9: 1947 V.J. 

/10: 1949 Part 1. 

c 2000 
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/11: 1949 Part 2 and 1950 Part 2. 

/12: 1950 Part 1. 

/13: 1954. 

/14: 1948 Part 1. 

/15: 1948 Part 2 and 1955. 

/16: Master files for creating a CD and 
DVD containing diaries in pdf format for 
on-screen viewing and menu software. 

/17: Working copy CD: Images of Hester 
Norris Diaries in pdf format for on-screen 
viewing. 

/18: Working copy DVD: Images of Hester 
Norris Diaries in pdf format for on-screen 
viewing. 

18 CDs 

Open 

MAOM/4/3 Correspondence 

Four letters relating to the acquisition of 
Hester Norris' diaries. The file also 
includes an envelope containing 
photographs from the Hester Norris 
collection. 

1 file 

Open 

1990-1994 

MAOM/5 Slides 

Largely glass lantern slides depicting 
Alpine scenes. Also includes some Kodak 
slides depicting Low House and an 
Association meet at Arran in 1978 

7 slide boxes and 1 folder 

Open 

mid-late 
20th cent 

MAOM/5/1 Glass lantern slides 

Includes: 

mid 20th 
cent 
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/1: 49 Glass slides with accompanying 
index. The slides illustrate a visit to Arolla, 
the Rhone Valley and Sion. It appears the 
slides were used to accompany a talk. 

/2: 37 Glass slides with accompanying 
index. 

/3: 40 Glass slides with accompanying 
index titled 'Arolla'. 

Some slides are missing and others are 
not in the same order as their index 
listing. Where slides have not been 
matched to the index, they have been 
numbered sequentially to reflect their 
order at the time of deposit 

3 slide boxes 

Open 

MAOM/5/2 Slides depicting Alpine scenes 

/1-6: Glass slides of Alpine scenes 
including Arolla, Zermatt, Argentiere and 
Bertel. 

These slides were previously stored in six 
separate slide boxes. They have been re-
housed into one slide box. 

1 slide box 

Open 

mid 20th 
cent 

MAOM/5/3 Slides, possibly taken by F. G. Brettell 

/1-6: Glass slides. The majority are 
unidentified and not captioned although 
one slide, MAOM/5/3/4/4, is labelled Pen 
Helig. 

These slides were previously stored in six 
separate slide boxes labelled 'F. G. 
Brettell'. MAOM/5/3/3 and MAOM/5/3/4 
were labelled 'Lliwedd' and MAOM/5/3/6 
was labelled 'Maps'. F. G. Brettell was 
Association President for the period 1933-
1935. The slides have now been re-
housed into one slide box. 

mid 20th 
cent 
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1 slide box 

Open 

MAOM/5/4 Slides depicting Low House and Arran 
meet 

Folder contains Kodak slides depicting 
Low House and slides of an Association 
meet at Arran in May 1978. 

1 folder 

Open 

late 20th 
cent 

MAOM/5/5 Unidentified slides 

Unidentified glass lantern slides. Not 
captioned although one slide, 
MAOM/5/5/34 is dated 1934. 

2 slide boxes 

Open 

mid 20th 
cent 

MAOM/6 Miscellaneous 

Comprises papers relating to Special 
Meets of the Association including meets 
in Norway, Austria and Christmas meets 
at Low House; and a printer's die. 

3 files and 1 object 

Open 

1934-late 
20th cent 

MAOM/6/1 Material relating to Special Meets 

Miscellaneous material relating to Special 
Meets of the Association in Norway and 
Austria. Also includes notes and 
ephemera relating to Christmas meets 
which were held at the Low House hut 
during the 1970s. 

3 files 

Open 

1934-1979 

MAOM/6/1/1 Maps and notes for Norway 

Includes maps, photographs, receipts and 

1961 
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notes relating to an Association 
expedition to Norway in 1961. 

1 file 

Open 

MAOM/6/1/2 Notes for Austria 

Notes relating to the Association's 'Alpine 
Meet' in Austria which was held from 18 
July to 7 August 1965. Primarily 
comprises maps of the area in Austria. 

1 file 

Open 

1965 

MAOM/6/1/3 Notes for Christmas meets at Low House 

Primarily relating to catering and lunch 
menus for the meets. 

1 file 

Open 

1971-1979 

MAOM/6/2 Printer's die 

Die engraved 'The Midland Association of 
Mountaineers'. 

1 object 

Open 

mid-late 
20th cent 

 


