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MS39 Hinton Collection 

Papers assembled by Percival Hinton 
(1896-c1977), journalist and local 
historian comprising scrapbooks of book 
reviews and  record reviews written by 
him for Birmingham newspapers and 
cuttings of articles about Birmingham 
local history, including the history of 
Birmingham theatres, also written for the 
Birmingham press; together with various 
catalogues and bibliographies prepared 
by  Hinton, some lecture and other notes 
and  preparatory work  for his contribution 
to the 'Cambridge Bibliography of English 
Literature'. 

Percival Frank Hinton (1896-c1977) was 
born on 10 May 1896 at Handsworth. He 
was educated at Handsworth Grammar 
School and married Freida Elizabeth 
Devey in 1932. He was director of the 
family firm C.F. Hinton and Co. Ltd, a 
paper and paper bag merchants, 10 
Whittall Street, Birmingham. He was also 
book reviewer (1922-42) and later editor 
(1935-60) for the 'Birmingham Post 'and 
also wrote on Midland history for the 
'Sunday Mercury' and 'Birmingham 
Evening Mail'. His publications included 
'Eden Phillpotts: a Bibliography' 1931and  
'The University of Birmingham '(with Eric 
W. Vincent) 1947. His other interests 
included book collecting, particularly 
eighteenth century literature, nineteenth 
century drama, and also poetry and he 
was a contributor to 'The Cambridge 
Bibliography of English Literature' , 
published in 1940.  

Sources: 'The Birmingham Post Year 
Book and Who's Who 1969-70' and 
'Kelly's Directory for Birmingham  1938'. 

5 manuscript boxes 

Open 

Access to all registered readers 

Permission to make any published use of 

1920-1960 
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any material from the collection must be 
sought in advance in writing from the 
University Archivist, Special Collections 
(email: special-collections@bham.ac.uk). 
Identification of copyright holders of 
unpublished material is often difficult.  
Special Collections will assist where 
possible with identifying copyright owners, 
but responsibility for ensuring copyright 
clearance rests with the user of the 
material.  

English 

Percival Hinton's widow presented this 
collection of  papers to the Special 
Collections Department in 1977. 

MS39/1 Scrapbooks of book reviews  

Scrapbooks of cuttings of  book reviews 
and short notices of new publications, 
written by Percival Hinton for publication 
in the 'Birmingham Post and Journal', 
mainly of fiction and poetry 

3 volumes 

Open 

Volumes are numbered  2-4 by Hinton. 
Volume 1 appears to be missing 

1924-1931 

MS39/1/1 Scrapbook of book reviews, volume 2 

Cuttings of reviews of publications, written 
by Hinton and published  Mar 1924-Jul 
1925; also contains cuttings at the back of 
the volume from national newspapers 
with quotes from reviews written by 
Hinton in the 'Birmingham Post' 

Arranged chronologically from back to 
front 

1 volume 

Open 

1924-1925 
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MS39/1/2 Scrapbook of book reviews, volume 3 

Cuttings of reviews of publications, written 
by Hinton and published  Jul 1925- Dec 
1927 

Arranged chronologically from back to 
front 

1 volume 

Open 

1925-1927 

MS39/1/3 Scrapbook of book reviews, volume 4 

Cuttings of reviews of publications, written 
by Hinton and published Jul 1928-
Dec1931 

Arranged chronologically from back to 
front 

1 volume 

Open 

1928-1931 

MS39/2 Scrapbooks of book reviews, new series, 
titled 'Reviews and Essays' 

Cuttings of reviews and short notices of 
publications, written by Hinton, probably 
for publication in the 'Birmingham Post'. 
Hinton titled these volumes  'Reviews and 
Essays'.  

7 volumes 

Open 

1932-1939 

MS39/2/1 Scrapbook of book reviews 

Cuttings of reviews of publications, written 
by Hinton and published Feb 1932- Dec 
1933; includes author name index 

Arranged chronologically from front to 
back 

1 volume 

Open 

1932-1933 
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MS39/2/2 Scrapbook of book reviews 

Cuttings of reviews of publications, written 
by Hinton and published in 1934; includes 
author name index 

Arranged chronologically from front to 
back  

1 volume 

Open 

1934 

MS39/2/3 Scrapbook of book reviews 

Cuttings of reviews of publications, written 
by Hinton and published in 1935; includes 
author name index 

Arranged chronologically from front to 
back 

1 volume 

Open 

1935 

MS39/2/4 Scrapbook of book reviews 

Cuttings of reviews of publications, written 
by Hinton and published Dec 1935-Dec 
1936; includes author name index.  Also 
contains loose cutting at the front of the 
volume 

Arranged chronologically from front to 
back 

1 volume 

Open 

1935-1936 

MS39/2/5 Scrapbook of book reviews 

Cuttings of reviews of publications, written 
by Hinton and published Dec 1936-Nov 
1937; includes author name index. Also 
contains loose cutting at the front of the 
volume 

Arranged chronologically from front to 
back 

1936-1937 
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1 volume 

Open 

MS39/2/6 Scrapbook of book reviews 

Cuttings of reviews of publications, written 
by Hinton and published Nov 1927-Nov 
1938; includes author name index 

Arranged chronologically from front to 
back 

1 volume 

Open 

1937-1938 

MS39/2/7 Scrapbook of book reviews 

Cuttings of reviews of publications, written 
by Hinton and published  Nov 1938-Nov 
1939; includes author name index 

Arranged chronologically from front to 
back 

1 volume 

Open 

1938-1939 

MS39/3 Scrapbooks of gramophone record 
reviews 

Cuttings of reviews of records written by 
Hinton for the 'Birmingham Weekly Post', 
of classical music, light music and jazz 

3 volumes 

Open 

1938-1957 

MS39/3/1 Scrapbook of record reviews 

Cuttings of reviews of records written by 
Hinton and published Aug 1938-Feb 1941 

Arranged chronologically from front to 
back 

1 volume 

Open 

1938-1941 
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MS39/3/2 Scrapbook of record reviews 

Cuttings of reviews of records written by 
Hinton, and published Jul 1941-Dec 1950. 
Most reviews written between 1948 and 
1950 

Arranged chronologically from front to 
back 

1 volume 

Open 

1941-1950 

MS39/3/3 Scrapbook of record reviews 

Cuttings of reviews of records written by 
Hinton and published Mar 1956-May 1957 

Arranged chronologically from the front.  

1 volume 

Open 

The second half of the scrapbook is 
empty 

1956-1957 

MS39/4 Miscellaneous scrapbooks  

These scrapbooks, compiled by Hinton, 
contain newscuttings and printed items on 
subjects of local interest. Subject matter 
of the cuttings include the history of 
Birmingham, the history of Birmingham 
theatres and the Theatre Royal in 
particular,  the Birmingham Music 
Festival, and local  news items 

2 volumes 

Open 

Most items are loose 

mid 20th 
century 

MS39/4/1 Scrapbook of miscellaneous newscuttings 
and printed items 

This scrapbook contains various 
newscuttings, several of which are 
reviews or articles written by Hinton, 
including a number for his column on 

mid 20th 
century 
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local history in the 'Birmingham Post'. 
There are also articles about Birmingham 
that appeared in national newspapers. 
Other cuttings consist of articles about 
topics that interested Hinton, such as 
news items about local theatres and 
concert halls, items about the deaths of 
various Music Hall stars and other 
performers, and cuttings relating to the 
Birmingham Music Festival. Also included 
are programmes for a concert given by 
the City of Birmingham Orchestra in 
December 1924, and for a song, dance 
and piano recital given at St. Mary's Hall, 
Coventy in October 1922, and a menu for 
a dinner celebrating 240 years of the 
'Birmingham Bean Club', held on 11 
October 1900, with a newscutting about  
the event enclosed. 

Some cuttings have a personal 
connection with the Hinton family. A  
cutting dated 1955 about the history of 
the gun trade in Whittall Street, 
Birmingham includes some biographical 
information about Hinton, mentioning his 
commercial interests as director of a 
paper and paper bag merchant's 
company there, and his leisure interests 
as a book collector. Another newscutting 
reports a court hearing at Birmingham 
Magistrates' Court in May 1955 at which a 
man was accused of setting fire to 
Hinton's warehouse in Whittall Street the 
previous February, with intent to defraud. 
The cutting mentions a Maurice Hinton, 
who allegedly assisted the defendant. 

1 volume 

Open 

All items are loose 

MS39/4/2 Scrapbook of newscuttings, printed items 
and correspondence about  Birmingham 
theatres 

This scrapbook contains newscuttings of 
a series of articles written by Hinton on 
the history of the Theatre Royal in 

mid 20th 
century 
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Birmingham and other local theatres. 
Loose newscuttings relating to theatre 
history in general, music hall history, the 
history of theatres in Birmingham, 
especially that of the Theatre Royal, and 
news items about local theatres are also 
included. Some of these newscuttings are 
from the 'Notes and Queries' column in 
the Birmingham Weekly Post, edited by  
Peter Hazlitt.  

Also included are a page from 'The 
Weekly Entertainer' for August 1791, 
containing an 'Occasional Prologue' 
written by Antohny Pasquin Esq., 
intended to have preceded a play for the 
benefit of the General Hospital in 
Birmingham; a copy of the auction 
catalogue for the fittings of the Theatre 
Royal in 1902; a copy of 'Theatre 
Notebook' for January 1946 containing an 
article written by Hinton on the dramatic 
library of the old Theatre Royal, and a 
photograph of a print depicting a street 
puppet show, entitled 'Il Casotto dei 
Burattini in Roma'. 

The scrapbook also contains 
correspondence addressed to Peter 
Hazlitt, editor of the 'Notes and Queries' 
section of the Birmingham Weekly Post, 
relating to theatre  history.  

1 volume 

Open 

Many items are loose 

MS39/5 Hinton's typescript and published works 

3 volumes and 4 files 

Open 

c  1920 -  
c  1960 

MS39/5/1 Catalogue of the R. Crompton Rhodes 
Collection of the  manuscript plays in the 
dramatic library of the Theatre Royal, 
Birmingham 

This catalogue  was compiled by Hinton 

1936-1937 
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from the collection of printed and 
manuscript plays and orchestral scores 
from the dramatic library of the Theatre 
Royal, Birmingham, held in the 
Birmingham Reference Library. It also 
gives details of the provenance and 
content of the collection, and explanatory 
information about the cataloguing process 
and organisation. It includes loose 
correspondence between Hinton and 
H.M.Cashmore, City Librarian of 
Birmingham Reference Library (2 letters), 
and Hinton and Allardyce Nicoll, chairman 
of the Department of Drama at Yale 
University (7 letters), 1936-1938 about 
arrangements for listing the collection. It 
also includes some loose leaves listing 
some prompt and part copies of plays 
from the collection 

1 file 

Open 

MS39/5/2 Notes for the Cambridge Bibliography of 
English Literature 

Handwritten and typescript notes for 
Hinton's contribution to the Cambridge 
Bibliography of English Literature,  on the 
subject of Eighteenth century poetry, with 
annotated printed pages from the 
Bibliography, and press cuttings of book 
reviews written by Hinton in the 1940s, 
presumably for the Birmingham Post. 

1 volume 

Open 

All items are loose 

c  1940 

MS39/5/3 Catalogues of Hinton's library 

Catalogues of books published up to 
1800, nineteenth and twentieth century 
poetry, and nineteenth century drama 
contained in Hinton's library 

1 volume 

1947-1960 
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Open 

MS39/5/4 Bibliography of F. M. Hueffer  

Bibliography compiled by Hinton of the 
works of F. H. Hueffer, later known as 
Ford Madox Ford, with handwritten and 
typescript notes on each work. A loose 
letter is enclosed with the bibliography, 
from Bertram Rota, bookseller, to Hinton, 
dated July 1942, regarding two books 
with a Hueffer connection. 

Ford Herman Hueffer, (he adopted the 
name Ford Madox Ford in 1919), was 
born in 1873. He was the son of Francis 
Hueffer, musicologist, and his maternal 
grandfather was  Ford  Madox Brown, the 
Pre-Raphaelite painter. His first novel was 
published in 1892. He was a prolific 
author and critic. He died in Deauville, 
France in 1939. 

1 file 

Open 

c  1938 

MS39/5/5 Copy of 'The Poetry Review', May-June 
1920. Birmingham supplement 

Includes articles on 'Poetry in 
Birmingham' by  E.M.Rudland, and 
'Ballads of Old Birmingham' by 
R.Crompton Rhodes. The 'New Verse 
Supplement' includes a poem written by 
Percival Hinton 

1 volume 

Open 

1920 

MS39/5/6 Lecture notes on the subject of book 
collecting 

Hinton's typescript notes for a lecture on 
book collecting, with handwritten 
annotations, dated July 1947 

1 file 

Open 

1947 



Hinton Collection 

12 
© Cadbury Research Library: Special Collections, University of Birmingham 

 

MS39/5/7 Excerpts from 'Dance of the Quick and 
the Dead' by Sacheverell Sitwell 

Typescript of excerpts made by Hinton 
from part of 'Dance of the Quick and the 
Dead', published October 1936.  

Sacheverell Sitwell was born in 1897, the 
son of Sir George Sitwell and brother of 
Osbert and Edith Sitwell, and was a 
prolific author and poet. He died in 1988. 

1 file 

Open 

c  1936 

 


