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Papers of John and Pauline Phillips

MS61 Papers of John and Pauline Phillips 1937-1995

Papers of, and collected by, [William] John Phillips and
his wife, Pauline. The papers relate to Henry Reed
(1914-1986), poet, radio-dramatist and translator.
They comprise letters and postcards; a number of
Reed's literary works including manuscripts and
typescripts of sonnets, poems and sketches;
newscuttings including two of Reed's published
articles; and two of Reed's unpublished literary works.
Also includes a number of newspaper obituaries
following the death of Henry Reed in 1986

William John Phillips (1914-1995) was born in
Birmingham. He completed a BA Honours degree in
English from the University of Birmingham in 1934,
one year after Henry Reed graduated. Phillips began
his acting career at the Birmingham Repertory Theatre
during the 1930s. During the Second World War he
served in the Royal Warwickshire Regiment and was
awarded the Military Cross.

As an actor, he is perhaps best remembered for his
role as Chief Superintendent Robins in the television
series Z-Cars and Softly Softly (1962-1978). Other
television roles included Danger Man (1962),
Lieutenant Colonel John Whitley in Frontier (1968),
Jack Frazer in The Onedin Line (1972-1976), Grand
Duke Nicholas in Fall of Eagles (1974), Naso in Jesus
of Nazareth (1977), and Dr Charles Langley-Beard in
The Old Men at the Zoo (1983). His early theatre roles
included the Ghost in the 1955 Peter Brook and Paul
Scofield production of Hamlet at the Phoenix Theatre;
the American Ambassador in Peter Ustinov's 1957
production of Romanoff and Juliet; and Prospero in the
1959 production of John Dryden and William
Davenant's version of The Tempest, at the Old Vic.
Phillips continued to work as a stage actor until his
retirement in the 1980s. He died at Oswestry,
Shropshire on 11 May 1995.

John Phillips married Pauline Margaret Francis Phillips
(nee Jones) in 1940. The couple had two sons.
Pauline graduated with a BA Honours degree in
English from the University of Birmingham in 1939.
The couple met through the Birmingham University
Dramatic Society (BUDS). It was here that they formed
a friendship with Henry Reed which lasted until Reed's
death in 1986.
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Further details of the life of Henry Reed can be found
in MS31.

Sources: papers of John Phillips; John Phillips obituary
(http://www.independent.co.uk/news/people/obituaries-
-john-phillips-1619967.html) viewed 8 February 2011;
John Phillips (actor) webpage
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Phillips_(actor))
viewed 8 February 2011.

1 folder, comprising 54 items
Open
Access to all registered researchers.

Permission to make any published use of any material
from the collection must be sought in advance in
writing from the Director of Special Collections (email:
special-collections@bham.ac.uk). Identification of
copyright holders of unpublished material is often
difficult. Special Collections will assist where possible
in identifying copyright owners, but responsibility for
ensuring copyright clearance rests with the user of the
material.

Language: English
Phillips, John and Pauline

These papers were collected by [William] John
Phillips, actor, and his wife Pauline.

Papers presented to Special Collections in April 2001
by John and Pauline Phillips' son.

Papers arranged and described by Mark Eccleston,
February 2011.

The Special Collections department holds the papers
of Henry Reed (finding number: MS31). The
department also holds a separate deposit of letters
addressed to Ed and Sharon Leimbacher from Henry
Reed (finding number: MS672); the papers of Walter
Allen, a contemporary of Henry Reed during their time
at the University of Birmingham in the 1930s (finding
number: MS2); and a copy of Jon Stallworthy's book,
'Henry Reed: Collected Poems’, Manchester: Carcanet
Press, 2007 (shelfmark: r PR 6035.E3). The
Shakespeare Institute library holds 'Hilda Tablet and
others: four pieces for radio' by Henry Reed, London:
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British Broadcasting Corporation, 1991 (shelfmark: PR
6035.E4).

Other isolated material relating to Henry Reed can be
found on the University of Reading's Location
Register: www.locationregister.com

Published writings of Henry Reed

Comprises Reed's published poetry, two published
articles and one radio script.

19 items

Open

Articles

Published articles written by Henry Reed.
2 items

Open

‘Tatty': the year's new word

Newspaper article written by Henry Reed and
published in The Birmingham Post, dated 13 October
1937. The article discusses the history and usage of
the word 'tatty'.

1 item
Open
Towards 'The Cocktail Party' - 1l

Article published in 'The Listener' in which Reed
discusses various authors including William
Shakespeare and T. S. Eliot.

1 item
Open
Poetry

Poetry of Henry Reed. A number of these poems
appear to have been sent to John and Pauline Phillips
as gifts and are signed and dated by Reed.

16 items
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Open
MS61/1/2/1  Falange 1937

Manuscript of poem beginning with the line 'Bilbao's
fallen. Clean your teeth, my sweet'. Signed by Henry
Reed and dated July 1937.

This poem was published in 'Henry Reed: Collected
Poems', edited by Jon Stallworthy.

1 item
Open
MS61/1/2/2 A Map of Verona 12 March
1942
Published poem taken from 'The Listener'.
1 item
Open
MS61/1/2/3  Morning c 1946
Published poem possibly taken from 'The Listener'
beginning with the line: 'Look, my love, on the wall,
and here, at this Eastern picture’'.
1 item
Open
MS61/1/2/4  Chrysothemis 1940s
Typescript of a published poem entitled 'Chrysothemis'
and named after the sister of Electra in Sophocles.
Includes some amendments and signed ‘for Bill &
Pauline with love from Henry'.
This poem was included in 'Triptych' which itself
formed part of 'A Map of Verona'.
Reed mentions this poem in a letter to John Phillips
dated 3 July 1942 (see MS61/3/5).
1 item
Open
MS61/1/2/5  South 1940s
Manuscript of a published poem beginning with the
4
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line 'They had seen for a hundred days their shadows
on ice'. 56 lines, signed by Henry Reed.

This poem was included in 'The Desert' which itself
formed part of 'A Map of Verona'.

1 item
Open
MS61/1/2/6  Sailors' Harbour 1940s
Typescript of poem beginning with the line ‘My
thoughts, like sailors becalmed in Cape Town

harbour'.

This poem was included in 'The Desert' which itself
formed part of 'A Map of Verona'.

1 item
Open
MS61/1/2/7  The Captain 1940s

Typescript of poem beginning with the line 'It was
shipwreck, after all'.

This poem was included in 'The Desert' which itself
formed part of 'A Map of Verona'.

1 item
Open
MS61/1/2/8 Naming of Parts 1940s
Published poem cut from an unidentified newspaper.
1 item
Open
MS61/1/2/9  The Town Itself 1940s

Typescript of poem beginning with the line 'And this is
Verona, the city of a long-held dream'. With
emendations in Reed's hand.

This poem was published in 'Henry Reed: Collected
Poems', edited by Jon Stallworthy.
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1 item
Open
MS61/1/2/10 The Interval 1969

Typescript of poem beginning with the line: 'Knowing
that the only way left to him now was to wander, and
wander forever'. Includes a handwritten note 'to Bill &
Pauline with love from Henry, August 16 1969'.

1 item
Open
MS61/1/2/11  Still 1969

Manuscript of poem beginning with the line: 'At the
thinning end of her life, she wanders, still not idly".
Includes a handwritten note ‘for Bill & Pauline October
8 1969'.

This poem was published in 'Henry Reed: Collected
Poems', edited by Jon Stallworthy, under the title 'Four
People'.

1 item
Open

MS61/1/2/12 A Good Dream 1969-1970
Comprises:

/1: Manuscript of poem beginning with the line: '...And
for some reason | said: "l will not go™. Includes a
handwritten note 'with much love to Bill & Pauline,
August 29 1969'.

/2: Newscutting of poem which was published in "The
Sunday Times' on 4 January 1970.

This poem was published in 'Henry Reed: Collected
Poems', edited by Jon Stallworthy.

2 items
Open
MS61/1/2/13 The River and Three Words mid 20th
Photocopy of a galley proof containing the poems The cent
6
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River' and 'Three Words'.
1item
Open

Three Words mid 20th

cent
Photocopy of a galley proof beginning with the line

'What strangeness lies unseen behind our words'. Also
includes some emendations in Reed's hand. Includes
a handwritten note 'for Bill and Pauline, with love from
Henry'.

1 item
Open

Bocca Di Magra mid 20th

cent
Typescript of poem beginning with the line "This must

endure'. Signed by Henry Reed. Contains some minor
differences to 'Bocca Di Magra' which was published in
'Henry Reed: Collected Poems', edited by Jon
Stallworthy.

1 item

Open

Radio scripts 1971
1item

Open

The Two Mrs Morlis November

1971
A short script for a radio play improvised in the studio.

With some emendations and a note stating 'Recorded
Nov 1971'.

1item
Open

Unpublished writings of Henry Reed c 1937-
1940s
Comprises unpublished work including a dramatic

revue sketch for a University of Birmingham production
in the 1930s and an unpublished pastiche based on
the work of Marcel Proust.
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An unpublished sonnet entitled 'Another Nice Sonnet
No.3'is included in an item of correspondence (see
MS61/3/2).

2 items
Open
Nocturne in Birmingham and Mattinata

Manuscript sketch for a University of Birmingham
Revue. Reed notes that 'the sketch should not
exaggerate the local accent [the Birmingham accent],
which is terribly grim (& of course unintelligible) when
over-done'. 12 pages.

1item
Open
Seascape with frieze of Brighton Rock

Manuscript of an unpublished pastiche based on the
work of Marcel Proust.

1 item
Open
Correspondence

Correspondence addressed to Bill [William John]
and/or Pauline Phillips. One item of correspondence is
addressed to Mrs Francis Jones. It is likely that this
letter was intended for Pauline Phillips as her maiden
name was Pauline Margaret Francis Jones.

The letters span a wide date range and include items
of correspondence during the Second World War.
Some letters during this period refer to Reed's
experience of life in the army and one letter, written in
1942, discusses the decline of the British Empire.
Many of the letters discuss Reed's literary works and
Bill's acting career whilst some later letters indicate the
extent of Reed's failing health.

MS61/3/2 also comprises an unpublished sonnet
which was included with the letter.

26 items
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Open
MS61/3/1 Postcard from Henry Reed to 'Dear Bill' c 1937

Addressed from Hotel Capri, Capri and addressed to
'‘Egr. Sgr. W. J. Phillips, 9 Blythswood Road, Tyseley,
Birmingham'. Reed states his disapproval of ‘all the
affectionate young men wandering around with their
arms fondly embracing each other'. He jokes that there
is plenty of room for both him and the mosquitos under
his mosquito net. Mentions visiting Rome before
arriving in Capri.

1item
Open
MS61/3/2 Letter and sonnet from Henry Reed to 'Dear Bill' c 1937

Addressed from 25 Holliday Road, Erdington. Offers
advice on visiting Paris, noting that E. V. Lucas'
'‘Wanders in Paris' is good. Recommends various
restaurants in Paris but states ‘for God's sake don't
order a thing called Tete de Vean Vinaigrette - it is
horrid to look at & has sometimes a big melancholy-
looking eye left in it'. Mentions restaurants near the
Cluny metro station and along the Boulevard St
Germain. Also recommends famous cafes such as the
Cafe de la Paix, the Dome, the Canpole, the Triannons
and the Cloreine des Lilas: 'l get a kick from sitting on
"the golden seats that other bums have warmed™.
Mentions Sylvia Beach's shop on the rue de I'Odeon
but closes by saying that 'this is all a big vague but
Paris is a place where everyone must work out his
own damnation'.

Encloses a sonnet entitled 'Another nice Sonnet No.3'
beginning with the line 'l do not love the lobster in your
loins'. The reverse of this sonnet includes a sketch of a
street plan in Paris detailing the Madeleine, the Place
de la Concorde and the Louvre.

2 items
Open
MS61/3/3 Letter from Henry Reed to 'Dear Bill' c 1938

Addressed from 31 Holliday Road [Erdington,
Birmingham]. Offers advice and criticism about a piece
of Phillips' writing, recommending that he sends it to
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either 'Lilliput' [The Lilliput Press] or ‘Men Only' for their
consideration. Reed states 'l think it'll stand a very
good chance'.

1item
Open
MS61/3/4 Letter from Henry Reed to 'Dear Bill' c 1940

Addressed from 25 Holliday Road [Erdington,
Birmingham]. Refers to an unpublished short story by
Dorothy Baker and asks whether Phillips likes it too.
Mentions that he has been writing for the 'Midland
Counties Daily'. Enquires whether the two can meet
next week. The reverse of the letter includes 'a list of
words given as a spelling test to Joe's class (Gladys's
Joe) by another teacher' [Joe was married to Reed's
sister Gladys]. Reed states the list is 'quite donnish, |
think?".

1 item
Open

MS61/3/5 Letter from Henry Reed to 'Dear Bill & Pauline' 3 July

1942
Addressed from 10 West View, New Bradwell,

Buckinghamshire. Reed offers his apologies for not
meeting them recently: 'l had already promised to
spend my day off, Sunday, at the convalescent home |
was at near Leicester'. States he needs as holiday and
that he has caught a number of ‘exhausting chills'.
Jokes that he feels old, is rather grey and should be
known as 'the Grand Old Man of English Letters if only
| had written the letters'. Mentions that he has finished
a new poem called 'Chrysothemis’, named after the
sister of Electra in Sophocles (see MS61/1/2/1). Notes
that John Lehmann wants to publish the poem but
doubts the poem 'will be out' before the autumn. Notes
that a classics don, a Mr Wormell, from Trinity College,
Dublin has been staying with him. Reed jokes that his
landlady, Mrs Bunce, absent-mindedly calls him Mr
Rommel [Erwin Rommel, a German Field Marshall in
the Second World War and known as the 'Desert Fox].

Reed asks what Bill and Pauline thought of a recent
political debate and states that he was pleased
[Winston] Churchill weathered it: 'my fear of his being
replaced by [Anthony] Eden is so great'. Reed also
describes his feelings about the Second World War.

10
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He states that he has 'rather lost the ability to feel
badly about disasters' and no longer feels ‘anything
like | did' about the German advancement through
France and the Ukraine. He remembers that he used
to feel as if they [the German army] 'were crawling
over the inside of one's own belly'.

Reed also mentions the decline and fall of the British
Empire: it 'doesn't depress me: it seems part of the
general change & | hope we shall make no effort to
"recapture” Singapore, Burma etc'. Records his anger
and opinion about the fall of Malaya and Singapore to
the Japanese. He closes the letter by noting that the
War Office have informed him he could join the Home
Guard.

1 item
Open

MS61/3/6 Letter from Henry Reed to 'Dear Pauline' 17 March

1944
Addressed from Bletchley, Buckinghamshire. Reed

states that he is suffering with a swollen jaw. He also
discusses infant-furniture for Pauline's young son,
John, and that Reed's sister, Gladys, will be able to
loan a number of items.

1 item
Open
MS61/3/7 Postcard from Henry Reed to Pauline Phillips c 1944

Postcard depicting a scene from St Austell and
addressed to Mrs W. J. Phillips, The Manor House,
Tamworth. Thanks Pauline for her recent letter and
mentions he is taking a large amount of vitamins whilst
on holiday: 'in consequence | am bulging with health'.
Hopes that Pauline is hearing from Bill regularly [whilst
he is serving with the British Army].

1item
Open
MS61/3/8 Letter from Henry Reed to 'Dear Pauline' [1944]

Addressed from Bletchley, Buckinghamshire and
dated 6 June [1944]. Thanks Pauline for her recent
letters and states that her and Bill are much in his
thoughts [Reed believed Bill was in the first wave of
11
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the Normandy (D Day) landings].

1 item

Open

Letter from Henry Reed to 'Dear Pauline' [1944]

Addressed from Pier Guest House, Charlestown, St
Austell, Cornwall and dated 17 October [1944]. Refers
to a recent talk he has given: 'l expect | bawled &
shouted rather a lot'. Mentions a painting of him and
sarcastically states 'l can't help feeling it misses out a
little of my habitual rollicking cheerfulness'. Mentions
the delay of Bill's release [from the Army] and states
that he 'got out' a few days after VJ Day. Notes he will
be in Birmingham in December to broadcast 'on films
on four successive weekdays!

Reed also mentions his writing and that his book [A
Map of Verona] should be due out 'in the early months
of next year'. He also states that his brother-in-law,
Joe [Winfield] has been demobbed from the Army.

1 item
Open

Postcard from Henry Reed to Pauline Phillips 23

February
Postcard depicting the American actress Betty 1945

Compson and addressed to Mrs W. J. Phillips, The
Manor House, Tamworth. Postcard is franked from
Bletchley, Buckinghamshire. A short note informing
Pauline that his poem Chard Whitlow is soon to be
broadcast on radio. Reed notes that this poem is 'my
own favourite'.

1 item
Open
Letter from Henry Reed to 'Dear Pauline’ c 1945

Addressed from 31 Holliday Road, Erdington,
Birmingham and dated 'Sat'. Notes that he is glad she
liked his poem The P and the P' [The Place and the
Person]. Is glad that Bill's release [from the Army] is
imminent. States that he enjoyed giving a recent film
talk on the radio.

12
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1item
Open

MS61/3/12  Letter from Henry Reed to 'Dear Bill & Pauline' [April

1946]
Addressed from 31 Holliday Road [Erdington,

Birmingham]. A short note to express his pleasure that
'Bill is to come home' on the day at Reed's book is due
out [A Map of Verona].

1 item
Open

MS61/3/13  Letter from Henry Reed to 'My dear Bill' 5 February

[1947]
Addressed from Lovells Farm, Marnhull, Sturminster

Newton, Dorset. Thanks Bill for his comments on the
recent BBC broadcast of his radio play entitled ‘Moby
Dick'. Mentions his anxiety during rehearsals,
comments on the production of the play and indicates
his reservations thoughts of the actors.

Also refers to Bill's comments about 'the Rep' [the
Birmingham Repertory Theatre]: 'surely it should be
publicly ventilated somewhere?’

1 item
Open

MS61/3/14  Postcard from Henry Reed to Bill Phillips 14 July

1947
Postcard depicting a scene from Capri and addressed

to 'W. J. Phillips Esq., Repertory Theatre,
Birmingham'. Describes a holiday visiting Paris with
Michael Ramsbotham and then visiting Rome and
Naples by himself. Mentions meeting a mutual
acquaintance, Norman Douglas, in Naples.

1 item
Open
MS61/3/15  Letter from Henry Reed to ‘My dear Bill and Pauline’ c 1947

Typewritten letter addressed from Gable Court,
Yetminster, Dorset dated 13 May. Refers to Reed's
radio work, broadcasting translations of Giacomo
Leopardi. Notes that ‘it had occupied my thoughts for
over a year, Giacomo, Carlo and Paolina being as real

13
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to me as people | know' [Carlo and Paolina being
Giacomo's siblings]. States that there is more to be
broadcast and he is 'now trying to make it radiogenic'.
Talks about some cuts that were made in the radio
broadcast. Mentions that he looks forward to writing for
the stage: 'l have a lovely theme for a historical
coschume [sic] play, and at the thought of it my tum
turns and gurgles with delight'. Also mentions that he
plans to continue to work on Thomas Hardy.
Discusses Gladys Young and that she is 'enormous
fun to watch through the window from the [radio]
control room'. Also describes his feelings, not always
flattering, of the other actors and actresses.

1 item
Open
MS61/3/16  Letter from Henry Reed to 'My dear Pauline’ c 1947

Addressed from Savile Club, 69 Brook Street, W1 and
dated 26 August. States that he and Michael
Ramsbotham are moving to Gable Court, Yetminster,
near Yeovil.

1 item
Open
MS61/3/17  Letter from Henry Reed to '‘My dear Bill' c 1947

Addressed from Marnhull and dated Tuesday. Thanks
Bill for entertaining him recently. Critically describes a
recent production of 'Romeo’ he has seen and states it
suffered from 'careless over-exuberance' although he
does approve of the acting of Paul Scofield and
Beatrix Lehmann. Hopes he will see Bill performing
Shakespeare plays at Stratford-upon-Avon.

1item
Open
MS61/3/18  Note from Henry Reed to 'Dear B & P’ 1940s

Dated Tuesday. A short note accompanying an
unidentified book [possibly Map of Verona].

1 item

Open

14
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Letter from Henry Reed to Mrs Jones

Addressed from Savile Club, 69 Brook Street, W1.
Offers his thanks for her hospitality during his recent
visit. Mentions he is due to start work on a script
concerning 'a Dorset by-election in the nineties' but is
dismayed to discover that a number of useful
newspapers held at the British Library were burned
during the Blitz: 'Dare | invent?' he jokes.

1item
Open
Letter from Henry Reed to 'Dear Bill'

Short letter addressed from 9 Upper Montagu Street,
W1. Discusses a number of books he has read
including one which was 'rather macabre, & being on
the subject of euthanasia, also rather "with it™.

1item
Open
Note from Henry Reed to 'Dear Bill & Pauline'

Short note, possibly accompanying a gift. Dated
'N.Y.E. [New Year's Eve] 1968'.

1item
Open
Letter from Henry Reed to 'Dear Bill and Pauline'

Addressed from 9 Upper Montagu Street, W1. Refers
to a blue plaque [in Sirmione, Italy] marking the home
of the author, actress and broadcaster Naomi Jacob
(1884-1964).

1 item
Open
Note from Henry Reed to 'Dear Pauline'

Addressed from 9 Upper Montagu Street, W1. Refers
to a book Pauline had recently given to him. Also
mentions seeing a play in which Bill had a part.
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1item
Open

MS61/3/24  Letter from Henry Reed to 'Dear Pauline & Bill' 9 March

1976
Addressed from 9 Upper Montagu Street, W1. A short

letter concerning some entries in the Oxford English
Dictionary.

1item
Open

MS61/3/25  Letter from Henry Reed to 'Dear Pauline & Bill' 30

October
Addressed from 9 Upper Montagu Street, W1. A short 1980

note thanking them for their recent letters. Reed also
comments on his failing health. Accompanied by a list
of possible answers for quiz questions.

1item
Open
MS61/4 Material relating to Henry Reed 1937-1995

Includes a cutting relating to Reed's time in the BUDS
(Birmingham University Dramatic Society); a book
review of Jon Stallworthy's 'Collected Poems of Henry
Reed'; and a number of newspaper obituaries
following Reed's death in 1986.

7 items
Open

MS61/4/1 The Merchant of Venice 5 March

1937
Newscutting from The Birmingham Post of a

photograph of members of the Birmingham University
Dramatic Society's (BUDS) production of 'The
Merchant of Venice'. The caption notes that Shylock
was played by lan Alexander. Henry Reed is pictured
alongside him.

1 item

Open

16

© Cadbury Research Library: Special Collections, University of Birmingham



MS61/4/2

MS61/4/3

Papers of John and Pauline Phillips

Going for Parnassus 28

November
Book review, by Robert Nye, of '‘Collected Poems of 1991

Henry Reed', edited and introduced by Jon
Stallworthy. This cutting is from an unidentified
newspaper.

1 item

Open

Obituaries and remembrances 1986-1995
Comprises:

/1: Obituary published in "The Times' on 9 December
1986.

/2: Obituary published in "The Birmingham Post' on 10
December 1986.

/3: Obituary published in "The Telegraph' on 10
December 1986.

/4: Obituary [published in "The Independent' on 11
December 1986] and was written by Douglas
Cleverdon.

/5: Obituary from an unidentified newspaper.

/6: Photocopy of a remembrance of Henry Reed
entitled 'Writer Remembered: Henry Reed' by L. W.
Bailey and published in 'The Author', Spring 1995.
5 items

Open

17
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