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OLLAdd Letters Additional of Sir Oliver Lodge 

Artificial collection of letters and other papers of 
and relating to Sir Oliver Joseph Lodge (1851-
1940), physicist and Principal of the University 
of Birmingham 

Administrative history: Oliver (Joseph) Lodge 
(1851-1940) was born in Penkull, Staffordshire 
in 1851, the eldest of eight sons and a daughter 
of Oliver Lodge of Wolstanton, Staffordshire 
and his wife, Grace (nee Heath). His siblings 
included Alfred Lodge (1854-1937), 
mathematician, Frank Lodge, Sir Richard 
Lodge (1855-1936), historian and Eleanor 
Constance Lodge (1869-1936), historian and 
principal of Westfield College, London. Oliver 
was educated at Newport Grammar School, 
Shropshire and University College, London and 
was awarded a DSc in 1877. He was appointed 
as Professor of Physics at the University 
College, Liverpool, 1881-1900 and then 
became Principal of the University, 1900-1919. 

As a scientist, his research included the 
development of the wireless and telegraphy 
and experiments on relative motion of matter 
and ether. His psychical research was also 
influential. He published extensively and his 
publications included 'The Ether of Space' 
(1909); 'Making of Man' (1924); 'Advancing 
Science' (1931); 'Past Years, an autobiography' 
(1931). 

He served as President of a range of societies 
including President of the Society for Psychical 
Research, 1901-1904 and 1932 and President 
of the British Association, 1913-1914. He 
received numerous awards including honorary 
degrees from British and other universities, he 
was a Farady Medallist and he was knighted in 
1902. He died on 22 August 1940 

Arrangement: This collection is catalogued at 
item or file level and the individual documents 
are numbered in a single numerical sequence 
which reflects the order in which they were 
acquired. The items in this collection are 
mounted in fascicules 

1881-1939 
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221 items 

Access: Open 

Access conditions: Access to all registered 
researchers 

Copyright: Permission to make any published 
use of any material from the collection must be 
sought in advance in writing from the Director of 
Special Collections. Identification of copyright 
holders of unpublished material is often difficult. 
Special Collections will assist where possible 
with identifying copyright owners, but 
responsibility for ensuring copyright clearance 
rests with the user of the material. 

Language: English 

Acquisition: Most items in this collection have 
been acquired by purchase as a means of 
complementing and supporting the collection of 
papers of Sir Oliver Lodge which are held in the 
Special Collections Department.  The collection 
also includes a number of gifts and deposits 
and photocopies of originals held elsewhere. 
For information about the provenance of 
specific items, please contact the University 
Archivist for further details. 

Related material: University of Birmingham 
Information Services, Special Collections 
Department holds other related collections. 
These comprise the papers of Sir Oliver Lodge 
which includes his personal and family 
correspondence (GB 0150 OJL). The official 
archives of the University of Birmingham also 
include the correspondence of Sir Oliver Lodge 
as Principal of the University of Birmingham, 
1900-1919  [Location: Univ Coll 14/ii]  

Associated material: The Society for 
Psychical Research holds a large collection of 
Lodge's correspondence relating to his 
psychical research, 1884-1890; a typescript 
catalogue is available in the Special Collections 
Department for consultation. The University of 
Liverpool, Sp 

OLLAdd/1 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Robert [Lodge] 1889 
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Letter written from 21 Waverley Road, Liverpool 
dated 18 December and addressed 'My dear 
Uncle Robert'. Lodge writes about a medium, 
Mrs Piper. He writes that his interviews with her 
will be published in a few weeks time, and that 
she is currently visiting him to carry out further 
experiments. He discusses plans for a meeting 
between Mrs Piper and Bob, suggesting that 
Bob approach her as 'an utter stranger', without 
mentioning his connection to Lodge. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

OLLAdd/2 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Robert [Lodge] 

Letter written from 21 Waverley Road, Liverpool 
dated 20 December and addressed 'My dear 
Uncle Robert'. Lodge reports on the spirit 
messages he has received [via Mrs Piper] and 
writes that she mentioned 'Uncle Robert' by 
name. He says that he is writing up his notes 
and will send further news later. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1889 

OLLAdd/3 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Robert [Lodge] 

Letter written from 21 Waverley Road, Liverpool 
dated 24 December and addressed 'My dear 
Uncle Robert'. Lodge thanks Robert for trusting 
him with a watch, which he used in a sitting. He 
reports on the messages received as a result, 
writing: 'I may get more tonight but couldn't 
resist sending you the messages at once. 
Strange strange.' 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1889 

OLLAdd/4 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Robert [Lodge] 

Letter written from 21 Waverley Road, Liverpool 
on 'Christmas day', and addressed to 'My dear 
Uncle Robert'. Lodge reports on his spiritual 
experiments, writing about further 
communications received from Uncle Jerry, 

1889 
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whose watch he has been using in sittings.  

The letter is incomplete, any further pages are 
missing. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

Notes: Incomplete 

OLLAdd/5 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Robert [Lodge] 

Letter written from 21 Waverley Road, Liverpool 
dated 2 February and addressed 'My dear 
Uncle Robert'. Lodge thanks Robert for 
obtaining a letter from 'the skipper' and reports 
on its use in his spiritual communications with 
Uncle Jerry. He reports on the use of other 
objects in his sittings. 

The letter is not signed so may be incomplete. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1890 

OLLAdd/6 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Robert [Lodge] 

Letter written from University College, Liverpool 
dated 4 February and addressed 'My dear 
Uncle Robert'. Lodge explains his use of a 
chain (which belonged to his friend's father) in 
his spiritual experiments. He writes that since 
his 'reporter & transmitter of intelligence' Dr 
Phinuit correctly identified its source, it removes 
any suspicion of him 'referring everything to 
Uncle Jerry'. He reports on further 
communications received from Uncle Jerry and 
closes by saying that the last sitting for six 
months took place last night, and he will now 
write up his notes.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

1890 

OLLAdd/7 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Robert [Lodge] 

Letter written from 21 Waverley Road, Liverpool 
dated 8 February and addressed 'My dear 
Uncle Robert'. Lodge writes that Uncle Frank is 

1890 
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unable to answer his questions and Uncle Sam 
will not provide any information for use in 
experiments, as he believes 'that these things 
are necessarily absurd and impossible'. Lodge 
admits that he felt the same three months ago 
but has been convinced by his research and 
experiences. He tells Robert not to be upset by 
Sam's response, writing: 'It needs experience & 
personal examination to satisfy most persons. 
He has had none'. He notes that trivial details 
are the best way to prove the authenticity of the 
spiritual communications because they could 
not be discovered by ordinary means. 

There is an additional page which does not 
follow on from the last. It appears to come from 
an earlier letter, in which Lodge plans to ask his 
Uncles to verify information given by a medium. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

OLLAdd/8 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Alice 

Letter written from Mariemont, Edgbaston dated 
11 April. Lodge writes to [his cousin] Alice to 
postpone a visit. He writes that he will visit Nora 
Myers for a weekend instead. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1911 

OLLAdd/9 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Alice 

Letter written from Euston Hotel, London dated 
11 June. Lodge sends news of family, writing 
that they are grateful for Alice's invitation but 
have decided to go home. He adds that he 
hopes to join them when they visit her. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1911 

OLLAdd/10 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Alice 

Letter written from Mariemont, Edgbaston dated 
13 June. Lodge writes to [his cousin] Alice with 

1911 
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news of his French guests. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

OLLAdd/11 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Robert [Lodge] 

Letter written from Mariemont, Edgbaston dated 
4 May. Lodge reports that Robert's daughters 
seem to be enjoying their visit and writes: 'The 
longer they can stay the better.' 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1912 

OLLAdd/12 Letter from Oliver Lodge to James Marchant 

Letter written from Mariemont, Edgbaston dated 
8 December. Lodge gives permission for the 
use of letters between himself and Dr A. R. 
Wallace [1823-1913, naturalist, evolutionary 
theorist, and social critic]. He writes that he 
cannot agree to a suggestion made by Messrs 
Cassell. 

[James Marchant edited 'Alfred Russel Wallace: 
Letters and Reminiscences', published by 
Cassell and Company, 1916.] 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1915 

OLLAdd/13 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Robert [Lodge] 

Letter written from Mariemont, Edgbaston dated 
14 July. Lodge sends on Wilfred's and 
Cuthbert's letters, commenting: 'The Lodge 
family have been turning up trumps in the latest 
''push'''. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1916 

OLLAdd/14 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Robert [Lodge] 

Letter written from Mariemont, Edgbaston dated 
18 July. Lodge writes that he has prepared 'a 
set of Raymond sittings' from 1915 and 1916 

1916 
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for Robert, which he will send if Robert is 
interested. Lodge notes that a selection will be 
published in the future. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

OLLAdd/15 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Mr Elliott 

Letter written from Gullane, Scotland, dated 9 
August. Lodge writes that the experiences 
Elliott describes are familiar to him and 
comments on the nature of 'physical 
phenomena'. He recommends the recent book 
['On the threshold of the unseen'] by Sir W. 
Barrett [1844-1925, physicist and psychical 
researcher]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1917 

OLLAdd/16 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Mrs Lubbock 

Letter written from Normanton House, Lake, 
Salisbury dated 5 March. Lodge thanks Mrs 
Lubbock for the information about her 
grandfather and promises to correct the 
mistake in 'Pioneers of Science' if a new edition 
is printed. He comments that Sir William and Sir 
John were among his 'youthful heroes'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1928 

OLLAdd/17 Letter from Oliver Lodge to [?] 

Letter written from Artillery Mansions [London], 
dated 1 March and addressed 'My dear Sir'. 
Lodge approves emendations to his article and 
asks to be sent a copy when it is published. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

Notes: Written in pencil 

1930 

OLLAdd/18 Letter from Oliver Lodge to the City of London 1913 
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School Committee 

Letter written from The University, Birmingham 
dated 15 September. A note written in the third 
person by Lodge's secretary, declining an 
invitation to dinner. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

OLLAdd/19 Letter from William A. Tilden to Oliver Lodge 

Letter written from The Oaks, Northwood, 
Middx, dated 13 June. Tilden [1842-1926, 
chemist] describes a book entitled 'The 
Intellectual World' which he helped to compile, 
and offers to send a copy to the library at 
University of Birmingham. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

Related material: 'Intellectual world: gallery of 
contemporaries in the realm of arts and 
sciences' by Anton Mansch (Berlin-
Charlottenburg: Adolf Eckstein 1910?) is 
available at Cadbury Research Library Special 
Collections, reference: f CT 158.M3 

1910 

OLLAdd/20 Letter from Oliver Lodge to [William A.] Tilden 

Copy of letter dated 16 June. Lodge thanks 
Tilden [1842-1926, chemist] for his gift to the 
library [see OLLAdd/19]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

Related material: 'Intellectual world: gallery of 
contemporaries in the realm of arts and 
sciences' by Anton Mansch (Berlin-
Charlottenburg: Adolf Eckstein 1910?) is 
available at Cadbury Research Library Special 
Collections, reference: f CT 158.M3 

1910 

OLLAdd/21 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Miss [Muriel A. R.] 
Lynch 

Letter written from The University, Birmingham 

1903 
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dated 15 June. Lodge writes to Lynch about her 
new role in leading the teaching of mathematics 
at [King Edward's] High School. He asks about 
her opinions and methods, and explains that he 
is a governor of the school and particularly 
anxious that teaching of maths in the lower 
forms should improve. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

OLLAdd/22 Signature of Oliver Lodge 

Final sentence and signature from the end of a 
letter. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[Late 19th-
early 20th 
century] 

OLLAdd/23 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Gerald Christy 

Letter written from The University, Birmingham 
dated 26 March. Lodge writes to Christy of The 
Lecture Agency, asking for his name to be 
removed from the list of lecturers. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1901 

OLLAdd/24 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Mr Rowley 

Letter written from Mariemont, Edgbaston dated 
29 June. Lodge writes that he cannot commit to 
anything at present so it is entirely Rowley's 
responsibility if he puts down Lodge's name. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1906 

OLLAdd/25 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Mr Rowley 

Letter written from Mariemont, Edgbaston dated 
24 February. Lodge congratulates Rowley on 
the 'Programme' and orders copies. 

1 item 

1907 
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Access: Open 

OLLAdd/26 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Waggett 

Letter written from The University, Edmund 
Street, Birmingham dated 21 November. Lodge 
regrets that he cannot attend Waggett's lecture. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1907 

OLLAdd/27 Letter from Oliver Lodge to R. J. Buckley 

Letter written from The University, Edmund 
Street, Birmingham dated 29 May. Lodge 
thanks Buckley for sending a review. He writes 
that the book does not appear to be a 'serious 
production' and he does not mind being called 
'unscientific', 'except by people who are able to 
judge'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1908 

OLLAdd/28 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Magnus 

Letter written from Mariemont, Edgbaston dated 
14 April. Lodge returns a form. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1909 

OLLAdd/29 Letter from Oliver Lodge to [?] 

Letter written from Skibo Castle, Dornoch, 
Sutherland dated 2 September and addressed 
'My dear Sir'. Lodge thanks the recipient for his 
kind notice of 'The Ether of Space' in an issue 
of 28 August. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1909 

OLLAdd/30 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Robert J. Buckley 

Letter written from The University, Edmund 
Street, Birmingham dated 16 February. Lodge 
thanks Buckley for reminding him about a letter 

1910 
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in 'The Times'.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

OLLAdd/31 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Mr Hardy 

Letter written from The University, Birmingham 
dated 26 September. Lodge writes that he 
would like to accept Hardy's invitation to stay 
but has already accepted an earlier one from 
Mrs Muirhead of South Lea, St Albans. He will 
see if Mr Seaton Taylor can arrange things. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1912 

OLLAdd/32 Letter from Oliver Lodge to A. O. Granger 

Letter written from The University, Birmingham 
dated 15 April. Lodge answers questions 
relating to electron theory. He suggests that 
Fournier d'Albe's book on the subject may be 
simpler than his own. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1913 

OLLAdd/33 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Caspari 

Letter written from Mariemont, Edgbaston dated 
16 June. Lodge asks whether the Charles E. 
Caspari in the Department of Chemistry at St 
Louis College of Pharmacy, Missouri is the 
recipient's brother, 'who used to be a Chemical 
Student' - if so Lodge would like to write to him. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1913 

OLLAdd/34 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Miss Busk 

Letter written from Mariemont, Edgbaston dated 
13 January. Lodge acknowledges receipt of the 
proofs of his Address. He asks if he can have 
fifty copies in due course, for 'private and partly 
local use'. He is glad the conference went well 

1916 



 © Cadbury Research Library: Special Collections, University of Birmingham 

 
12 

and is sorry he could not stay longer. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

OLLAdd/35 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Mrs Cadbury 

Letter written from Wards Point, dated 2 July. 
Lodge writes: 'Here we are in your most 
hospitable house' and sends news of his visit. 
He mentions his wife, [his sons] Alec and Noel, 
and that he is working on a book. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1916 

OLLAdd/36 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Gerald Christy 

Letter written from The University, Birmingham 
dated 18 July. Lodge informs Christy of the 
Lecture Agency that he is unable to make any 
'outside' lecturing engagements. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1916 

OLLAdd/37 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Gerald Christy 

Letter written from Mariemont, Edgbaston dated 
27 May. Lodge writes to Christy of The Lecture 
Agency asking to be excluded from the list of 
lecturers. He writes: 'For the present I can say 
definitely that I have lectured more than 
enough, and do not propose to offer any more 
lectures for at least a year'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1920 

OLLAdd/38 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Rev J. H. Warner 

Letter written from Normanton House, Lake, 
Salisbury dated 24 February. Lodge agrees 
with Warner's view on miracles, but declines to 
lecture on the subject in Bradford as he is too 
busy. 

1925 
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1 item 

Access: Open 

OLLAdd/39 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Charles Wilson 

Letter written from Normanton House, Lake, 
Salisbury dated 9 September. Lodge writes that 
he is busy but wishes Wilson well in his work. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1925 

OLLAdd/40 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Gerald Christy 

Letter written from Normanton House, Lake, 
Salisbury dated 1 July. Lodge writes to Christy 
of The Lecture Agency declining to lecture in 
Dewsbury due to prior engagements. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1925 

OLLAdd/41 Memo from Oliver Lodge to Mr Weekley 

Written from Rezzola, Pugliola, Prov. di Spezia, 
Italy, dated 21 January. Lodge asks Weekley to 
send a copy of the February Strand to him in 
Italy and one to Miss Morant in London. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1926 

OLLAdd/42 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Charles Wilson 

Letter written from Normanton House, Lake, 
Salisbury dated 23 June. Lodge declines to 
lecture as he is already 'full up with work'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1926 

OLLAdd/43 Letter from Oliver Lodge to [?] 

Letter written from Normanton House, Lake, 
Salisbury dated 20 January. Lodge reponds to 
a request for an article. He sends the 
introduction to the preface to his forthcoming 

1930 
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book, with the consent of his publishers. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

OLLAdd/44 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Colonel [Evan 
Maclean] Jack 

Letter written from The University, Birmingham 
dated 12 March. Lodge thanks Jack [1873-
1951, military cartographer and Director 
General of the Ordnance Survey Office 1922-
1930] for answering his enquiry about hot-wire 
microphones, and notes that he has decided 
not to show one. He plans to show the 
Einthoven Galvanometer but will not mention 
Bull's timing apparatus as he is not acquainted 
with the details. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1919 

OLLAdd/45 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Dr Mary Sturge 

Letter written from Mariemont, Edgbaston dated 
7 February. Lodge informs Sturge [1865-1925, 
medical practitioner] that he cannot attend a 
meeting due to prior engagements, but adds: 
'Whether under any circumstances I could have 
gone to the meeting [...] on the part of a Body 
with which your Society disagrees, is doubtful'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1914 

OLLAdd/46 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Miss [? Rathbone] 

Letter written from 2 Grove Park, Liverpool 
dated 27 July. Lodge writes to the recipient 
about various properties in Birmingham, and 
thanks her for the trouble she has taken in 
helping him find a house. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1900 

OLLAdd/47 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Mr Liddell 1912 
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Letter written from Mariemont, Edgbaston dated 
18 December. Lodge regrets that he cannot 
answer Liddell's enquiry as he does not know of 
a Professor Joseph Young, but he will make 
enquiries. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

OLLAdd/48 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Sidney Lee 

Letter written from The University, Edmund 
Street, Birmingham dated 16 October. Lodge 
asks Lee to answer a letter and to correspond 
with Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 'who wishes to 
help'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1908 

OLLAdd/49 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Lord Aberdeen 

Letter written from Mariemont, Edgbaston dated 
11 September. Lodge thanks Lord Aberdeen 
[1847-1934, first marquess of Aberdeen and 
Temair, politician] for his 'cordial kindness' at 
the British Association meeting. Lodge 
encloses his recent article for Lady Aberdeen, 
and apologises for describing Reverend Dr 
Bryce as a bore, explaining that it was a case of 
mistaken identity. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1908 

OLLAdd/50 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Mr A. F. Turner 

Letter written from The University, Edmund 
Street, Birmingham dated 16 January. Lodge 
comments on a document which he is returning 
to Turner. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1907 

OLLAdd/51 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Mr Methuen 

Letter written from Mariemont, Edgbaston on 

1909 
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'Christmas Day'. Lodge thanks Mr and Mrs 
Methuen for the gift of a book, commenting: 'the 
photographs are excellent'. He adds that all 
twelve of his children are home. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

OLLAdd/52 Letter from Oliver Lodge to [Harold Jalland] 
Stiles 

Letter written from Mariemont, Edgbaston dated 
17 December. Lodge tells Stiles [1863-1946, 
surgeon] that he does not normally help 
autograph hunters but will check whether he 
has a signed letter from Madame Curie [1867-
1934, physicist and chemist] for Stiles's patient. 
He is glad Stiles liked his Address and plans to 
send him a published copy. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1913 

OLLAdd/53 Letter from Harold J[alland] Stiles to Miss 
Graham 

Letter written from 9 Great Stuart Street, dated 
19 December. Stiles [1863-1946, surgeon] 
encloses an item and letter from Oliver Lodge 
[presumably a copy of Marie Curie's signature 
and OLLAdd/52]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1913 

OLLAdd/54 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Mrs Grace Geoyes 

Letter written from Normanton House, Lake, 
near Salisbury dated 15 March. Lodge 
expresses surprise that Geoyes had heard 
about a 'particular kind of ray' before the 
discovery has been published. However he 
writes that the discovery does not seem very 
important to him and that he does not think the 
ray could cause 'any appreciable harm'. 

1 item 

1932 
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Access: Open 

OLLAdd/55 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Mrs Simson [(Lena 
Ashwell)] 

Letter written from Mariemont, Edgbaston dated 
27 January. Lodge writes that he will not speak 
on the subject of immortality at Shorncliffe 
Camp, as this would run counter to the wishes 
of the Y.M.C.A. and War Office. He agrees with 
Simson [1872-1957, actress and theatre 
manager] about the needs of the troops but 
feels that the subject 'is under an official ban' 
after the prosecutions and recent outcry in the 
press. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1917 

OLLAdd/56 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Dr [Charles] 
Reinhardt 

Letter written from Mariemont, Edgbaston dated 
30 July. Lodge thanks Reinhardt for sending a 
copy of his book ['Mental Therapeutics; or, 
Faith, Medicine, and the Mind']. He asks 
whether he can send patients to Reinhardt for 
hypnotic treatment and describes a recent 
case. Lodge expresses his interest in testing 
'any asserted cases of clairvoyance as distinct 
from telepathy' and discusses previous 
experiences and possible experiments. He 
writes that he is inclined to think clairvoyance 
possible but cannot claim 'as yet' to have 
proved it, and considers the impact that such 
proof would have on 'spiritistic' interpretations of 
phenomena. He comments on the similarity 
between Reinhardt's and Bergson's views and 
suggests that Reinhardt send Bergson a copy 
of his book. Lodge adds that he has sent a 
copy of Reinhardt's book to Mr J. Arthur Hill of 
Bradford. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1912 

OLLAdd/57 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Dr [Charles] 
Reinhardt 

1912 
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Letter written from Mariemont, Edgbaston dated 
31 July. Lodge continues his discussion of 
Reinhardt's work [see OLLAdd/56]. He argues 
that Reinhardt attaches too much importance to 
the work of Thomson Jay Hudson [1834-1903, 
psychical researcher], writing: 'Your statement 
of theory is much better than his, and is 
likewise much closer to Myer's doctrine of the 
subliminal self'. He points out the 'vaguenesses 
and inaccuracies' in Hudson's work and 
complains: 'critics attacking the subject often 
attack not the S.P.R. [Society for Psychical 
Research] position but their idea of that position 
obtained from Thomson Jay Hudson's book'. 
He compliments the authenticity of Reinhardt's 
observations. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

OLLAdd/58 Letter from Charles Reinhardt to Oliver Lodge 

Copy of letter dated 27 April. Reinhardt reminds 
Lodge of their previous correspondence, and 
writes that he has visited Arthur Hill, met 
Professor Bergson and his sister, and joined 
the Psychical Research Society on Lodge's 
suggestion. He asks if Lodge will write a short 
introduction to the new edition of his book 
['Mental Therapeutics; or, Faith, Medicine, and 
the Mind'] or allow him to reprint portions of his 
letters. He adds that he would be happy for 
Lodge to refer patients to him for 'treatment by 
suggestion'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1914 

OLLAdd/59 Letter from [Charles Reinhardt] to Oliver Lodge 

Copy of OLLAdd/58 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1914 

OLLAdd/60 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Dr Charles 
Reinhardt 

Letter written from Mariemont, Edgbaston dated 

1914 
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28 April. Lodge asks Reinhardt to send 
appropriate quotes from previous letters to help 
him write an introduction for the new edition of 
Reinhardt's book ['Mental Therapeutics; or, 
Faith, Medicine, and the Mind']. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

OLLAdd/61 Copy of introduction to 'Mental Therapeutics; 
or, Faith, Medicine, and the Mind' 

Carbon copy of typescript sent to Oliver Lodge. 
A handwritten note at the end of the document 
written by Ethel Christie, Secretary, states that 
the original typescript was returned by Lodge 
with corrections in punctuation. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

May 1914 

OLLAdd/62 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Dr [Charles] 
Reinhardt 

Letter written from Mariemont, Edgbaston dated 
4 May. Lodge approves the introduction drafted 
on his behalf by Reinhardt [for the new edition 
of Reinhardt's 'Mental Therapeutics; or, Faith, 
Medicine, and the Mind']. Lodge returns the 
draft (with amendments to punctuation) and 
gives permission for its use. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1914 

OLLAdd/63 Letter from Alfred E. Briscoe (on behalf of 
Oliver Lodge) to Dr Charles Reinhardt 

Letter written from Mariemont, Edgbaston dated 
23 September. Briscoe writes that Lodge is 
'astonished' to see an introduction under his 
name in the third edition of Reinhardt's 'Faith, 
Medicine and the Mind' and asks for an 
explanation. 

1 item 

1915 
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Access: Open 

OLLAdd/64 Letter from C[harles] Reinhardt Rutland to 
Oliver Lodge 

Letter written from 21a Savile Row, dated 24 
September. Reinhardt Rutland expresses his 
surprise at Lodge's complaint [see OLLAdd/63]. 
He reminds Lodge that he authorised the 
introduction to 'Faith, Medicine and the Mind' 
and suggests that his secretary has made a 
mistake. With typed copy. 

2 items 

Access: Open 

1915 

OLLAdd/65 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Dr [Charles] 
Reinhardt [Rutland] 

Letter written from Mariemont, Edgbaston dated 
25 September. Lodge explains that he had 
forgotton his previous correspondence with 
Reinhardt Rutland [in which Lodge authorised 
the publication of an introduction to Reinhardt 
Rutland's book, 'Faith, Medicine, and the Mind', 
under his name] and asks to see the letters. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1915 

OLLAdd/66 Postcard from Oliver Lodge to Dr Charles 
Reinhardt [Rutland] 

Written from Mariemont, Edgbaston dated 2 
October. Lodge asks for the 'proof' that he 
corrected and approved an introduction to 
Reinhardt's book ['Faith, Medicine, and the 
Mind']. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1915 

OLLAdd/67 Letter from C[harles] R[einhardt] R[utland] to 
Oliver Lodge 

Copy of letter dated 4 October. Reinhardt 
Rutland writes that he is happy to show Lodge 
their previous correspondence but will not trust 
the originals to the post and suggests that they 

1915 
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meet in Birmingham. He comments: 'It is 
possible that you do not quite realise the 
feelings aroused in my mind by the receipt of 
Mr. Briscoe's letter' and stresses his anxiety 
that the misapprehension should be cleared up. 
In a handwritten postscript Reinhardt Rutland 
adds that the letters could be conveyed by his 
solicitors. With a typewritten copy. 

2 items 

Access: Open 

OLLAdd/68 Letter from Oliver Lodge to [Dr Charles 
Reinhardt Rutland] 

Letter written from The University, Birmingham 
dated 5 October. Lodge explains his reasons 
for challenging Reinhardt Rutland over the 
introduction to his book. He adds that he wants 
to see their previous letters in order to ascertain 
'what is the nature and how great the 
reasonableness of the misunderstanding which 
has evidently arisen'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1915 

OLLAdd/69 Letter from C[harles] Reinhardt Rutland to 
Oliver Lodge 

Copy of letter dated 6 October. Reinhardt 
Rutland explains his actions in relation to the 
printing and publishing of his book with 
reference to Lodge's letters about the 
introduction. He again offers to meet Lodge to 
show him their previous correspondence. He 
writes that he has acted with 'perfect good faith' 
in the matter and expresses his desire to clear 
up the misunderstanding and have his conduct 
vindicated. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1915 

OLLAdd/70 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Dr Charles 
Reinhardt [Rutland] 

Letter written from Mariemont, Edgbaston dated 

1915 
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8 October. Lodge apologises for accusing 
Reinhardt Rutland of publishing an introduction 
without permission. He acknowledges that 
Reinhardt Rutland made his intentions clear, 
and that it is his own fault for relaxing his 
caution in the matter. He writes: 'I have to admit 
that responsibility for consenting to an 
Introduction, and for the informal method of 
concocting it, must fall upon myself'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

OLLAdd/71 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Lord Sanderson 

Letter written from Mariemont, Edgbaston dated 
22 July. Lodge thanks Lord Sanderson for 
sending a marked up copy of a record office 
catalogue. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1912 

OLLAdd/72 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Mr Swan 

Letter written from 21 Waverley Road, Liverpool 
dated 12 March. Lodge writes to Swan about 
the practicalities of a demonstration involving 
an electric spark and mirrors. He writes that an 
event on Saturday was 'rather dreary'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1889 

OLLAdd/73 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Mr Morcom 

Letter written from The University, Birmingham 
dated 28 January. Lodge thanks Morcom for his 
advice about getting a 'Provisional' [patent]. He 
discusses his idea for dealing with the problem 
of 'dirt or short-circuiting in the ignition spark', 
expressing his surprise that it has not been 
done before. He writes that manufacturers 
should consult scientific researchers who have 
the knowledge to solve their problems. 

1 item 

1903 
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Access: Open 

OLLAdd/74 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Mr Rounthwaite 

Letter written from Mariemont, Edgbaston dated 
7 March. Lodge writes that the 'Honolulu 
episode' described in his book does not 
eliminate the possibility of telepathy but does 
rule out the explanation of collusion or fraud. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1917 

OLLAdd/75 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Miss Melby 

Letter written from 26 Waverley Road, 
Liverpool, dated 'Christmas Eve'. Lodge sends 
Christmas greetings. He writes that an advance 
copy of 'Mr R.'s address' was sent this morning. 
With a postcard portrait of Oliver Lodge. 

2 items 

Access: Open 

[Late 19th 
century] 

OLLAdd/76 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Miss Melby 

Letter written from 26 Waverley Road, Liverpool 
dated 25 January. Lodge writes to Melby about 
making the most of her time in the laboratory, 
recommending that she arrive as early as 
possible and concentrate solely on experiments 
whilst she is there. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1883 

OLLAdd/77 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Mrs Melby 

Letter written from University College, Liverpool 
dated 25 November. Lodge accepts an 
invitation to dinner but may have to 'run away 
early' as he is very busy with work. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1884 

OLLAdd/78 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Miss Melby 1885 
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Letter written from University College, Liverpool 
dated 27 May. Lodge congratulates Melby on 
being 'the only one who has done both the 
problems'. He writes that they have now been 
through the numerical part and recommends 
that she speak to speak to Miss Pluspratt. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

OLLAdd/79 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Miss Melby 

Letter written from 21 Waverley Road, Liverpool 
dated 16 December. Lodge thanks Melby for 
her 'kind & encouraging' letter about his 
lectures. He hopes that she will be able to 
attend the next set. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1887 

OLLAdd/80 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Miss Eva 

Letter written from 21 Waverley Road, Liverpool 
dated 1 September. Lodge thanks Eva for a gift 
[?of photographs], commenting: 'The likeness 
of old G.G. is excellent [...] I like the frames too 
very much'. He adds that he is going to Leeds 
the next day and wonders if she is going. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1890 

OLLAdd/81 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Mrs Melby 

Letter written from 2 Grove Park, Liverpool 
dated 11 September. Lodge writes to Melby 
about arranging a lunch at college for members 
of 'Section A'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1896 

OLLAdd/82 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Eva Melby 

Letter written from 2 Grove Park, Liverpool 
dated 1 July. Lodge discusses his impending 
move [to Birmingham, to become first principal 

1900 
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of the new University of Birmingham], writing: 'I 
shall hate going for heaps of reasons, 
nevertheless I felt impelled to undertake the 
work - gigantic though it is & looking bigger as 
one comes nearer to it'. He stresses that he has 
arranged for physics to remain a part of his 
work, otherwise he would not have taken the 
position. He hopes to stay in touch with friends 
and return to lecture. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

OLLAdd/83 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Eva Melby 

Letter written from The University, Birmingham 
dated 19 September. Lodge informs Melby: 'we 
have not gone to the British Association this 
time'. He writes that he will be staying with Mrs 
Holt in Liverpool on 12 October. He advises 
that her best hope of getting a published copy 
of the Addresses is to contact the secretary of 
the British Association. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1901 

OLLAdd/84 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Rev. J. Page Hopps 

Letter written from 2 Grove Park, Liverpool 
dated 30 October. Lodge discusses articles 
about [?John Nevil] Maskelyne in the Chronicle, 
writing: 'It is absurd how Maskelyne's one sitting 
is parodied'. He writes that he will not respond, 
but sends Hopps a copy of an article in a local 
newspaper and his reply. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1895 

OLLAdd/85 Letter from Oliver Lodge to William Muir 

Letter written from The University, Birmingham 
dated 14 October. Lodge thanks Muir for his 
letter and parable, writing that there are many 
ways of regarding 'great subjects'. He believes 
that 'several modes of regarding them may 
contain elements of truth and reality, and that 

1904 
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no human mode of regarding them can exhaust 
the truth'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

OLLAdd/86 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Harold F. B. 
Wheeler 

Letter written from The University, Birmingham 
dated 19 June. Lodge writes that he thinks the 
authorities at University of Birmingham would 
be willing to assist in an educational project 
Wheeler has proposed 'if funds such as you 
name were forthcoming'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1905 

OLLAdd/87 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Bache Matthews 

Letter written from The University, Edmund 
Street, Birmingham dated 12 April. Lodge 
declines an invitation to the Birmingham 
Dramatic and Literary Club's Annual 
Shakespeare Dinner as he will not be in 
Birmingham. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1911 

OLLAdd/88 Letter from Oliver Lodge to [William Boyd 
Carpenter, Bishop of Ripon] 

Letter written from Mariemont, Edgbaston, 
dated 5 June and addressed 'My dear Bishop'. 
Lodge sends Carpenter [1841-1918] a 
pamphlet on 'the Horace Ode question', noting 
that a further instalment will appear in the next 
issue of the Proceedings. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1912 

OLLAdd/89 Letter from Oliver Lodge to [Arthur Everett 
Shipley] 

Letter written from The University, Birmingham 

1918 
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dated 29 May and addressed 'Dear Vice 
Chancellor'. Lodge arranges to call on Shipley 
[1861-1927, zoologist and Vice Chancellor of 
the University of Cambridge 1917-1919] during 
a visit to Cambridge. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

OLLAdd/90 Letter from Oliver Lodge to the Editor of The 
Children's Dictionary 

Letter written from Normanton House, Lake, 
Salisbury dated 17 November. Lodge writes 
that he is keen to see the first part of The 
Children's Dictionary with its 'profuse 
illustrations'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1927 

OLLAdd/91 Letter from Oliver Lodge to F. A. H. Eyles 

Letter written from Normanton House, Lake, 
Salisbury dated 8 June. Lodge thanks Eyles for 
a report of a sitting in New Zealand 'at which 
Raymond purported to communicate'. He 
comments that the case seems 'fairly good and 
likely' but is not evidential unless Raymond 
makes reference to it through another channel. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1929 

OLLAdd/92 Letter from Oliver Lodge to F. A. H. Eyles 

Letter written from Normanton House, Lake, 
Salisbury dated 24 July. Lodge thanks Eyles for 
writing to him about supposed communications 
from his relatives through a medium in New 
Zealand, but writes that he has not heard 
anything about them 'on this side'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1929 

OLLAdd/93 Letter from Oliver Lodge to [John St. Loe] 1907 
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Strachey 

Letter written from The University, Edmund 
Street, Birmingham dated 2 January. Lodge 
sends Strachey [1860-1927, journalist and 
journal proprietor] a copy of his Catechism, with 
details of its impending publication in a much 
fuller form. He writes that he only had it printed 
in its current form for the purposes of an 
address he gave to Nonconformist Ministers in 
London, but it has drawn attention from 
newspapers. The letter has been annotated in 
another hand. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

OLLAdd/94 Letter from Oliver Lodge to George Herbert 
Perris 

Letter written from The University, Birmingham 
dated 20 February. Lodge writes to Perris 
[1866-1920, journalist and peace campaigner] 
about the publishing process and asks for 
information about Perris's agency including 'the 
mode of procedure and the advantages 
offered'. [Perris founded the Literary Agency of 
London which operated 1899-1916]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1905 

OLLAdd/95 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Miss A[nnie] 
E[lizabeth] F[redricka] Horniman 

Letter written from The University, Edmund 
Street, Birmingham dated 25 April. Lodge 
writes that Lady Lodge is very interested in the 
plays that Horniman [1860-1937, theatre patron 
and manager] proposes to 'bring down here' 
and will make them known amongst her friends 
and acquaintances. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1907 

OLLAdd/96 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Robert 

Letter written from Mariemont, Edgbaston dated 

1909 
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9 August. Lodge expresses his sympathy for 
Robert's loss. 

In the paper handlist, Robert is identified as 
Lodge's cousin and the loss referred to as the 
death of Robert's son. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

OLLAdd/97 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Robert 

Letter written from Normanton House, Lake, 
Salisbury dated 2 January. Lodge sends news 
of the family and writes that he is very busy with 
work but admits 'I am tempted to smoke too 
much & occassionally doze'. He signs himself 
'Your affectionate cousin, Oliver J. Lodge'. 

With Lodge's signature torn from the end of a 
letter. 

2 items 

Access: Open 

1925 

OLLAdd/98 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Messrs White & 
Son 

Letter written from The University, Birmingham 
dated 19 December. Lodge writes that the plan 
for a furnace sent by Messrs White and Son 
looks hopeful. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1905 

OLLAdd/99 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Messrs White & 
Son 

Letter written from The University, Birmingham 
dated 22 December. Lodge writes that he 
cannot arrange an appointment in Hull. He will 
ask the Professor of Mechanical Engineering 
[Frederick William Burstall, 1865-1934] about 
the possibility of using one of the university's 
boilers in an experiment. 

1 item 

1905 
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Access: Open 

OLLAdd/100 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Messrs White & 
Son 

Letter written from The University, Birmingham 
dated 3 January. Lodge encloses a letter from 
the Professor of Engineering [Frederick William 
Burstall, 1865-1934] who has charge of the 
power station at the university about the 
possibility of using one of the boilers in an 
experiment. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1906 

OLLAdd/101 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Miss Impey 

Letter written from Mariemont, Edgbaston dated 
2 October. Lodge replies to Miss Impey about 
giving financial assistance to Mrs Rogers' 
Home. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1912 

OLLAdd/102 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Miss Impey 

Letter written from Mariemont, Edgbaston dated 
5 October. Lodge sends a donation to Mrs 
Rogers' Homes, which he has heard offer 
'kindness as well as help'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1912 

OLLAdd/103 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Mr [Newman] 
Flower 

Letter written from Mariemont, Edgbaston dated 
9 September. Lodge encloses a review, writing 
that neither he nor his secretaries have any 
recollection of the name Harold Bayley or the 
anthology spoken of. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1918 
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OLLAdd/104 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Mr Newman Flower 

Letter written from Normanton House, Lake, 
near Salisbury dated 17 June. Lodge confirms 
that he will be writing a foreword for Mrs 
Leonard's book, which he is glad is being 
published. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1931 

OLLAdd/105 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Newman Flower 

Letter written from Normanton House, Lake, 
near Salisbury dated 18 August. Lodge 
declines the offer to publish his 'Sunday 
Graphic' articles as a book: 'I am told by my 
family that they are not up to my usual standard 
of writing'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1934 

OLLAdd/106 Photograph of The Views, Penkhull, 
Staffordshire 

With the following description on reverse: 
'Birthplace of Sir Oliver Lodge reproduced from 
a print belonging to Miss B. I. Smee of the 
above address. Photo by the Staffordshire 
Sentinel, Hanley, Stoke. Original returned to 
Miss Smee 27 June 1966'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1966 

OLLAdd/107 Letter from B. I. Smee 

Letter written from The Views, Penkhull, Stoke 
on Trent dated 26 March. Smee asks for help to 
preserve The Views (birthplace of Sir Oliver 
Lodge, first Principal of the University of 
Birmingham). She writes: 'Stoke Council wants 
to demolish it to turn the whole ancient village 
into a Council house estate'. 

1 item 

1965 



 © Cadbury Research Library: Special Collections, University of Birmingham 

 
32 

Access: Open 

OLLAdd/108 Memorandum from [Robert Aitken] to Professor 
[Philip Burton] Moon 

Note dated 22 April, in which the V.C. [of the 
University of Birmingham, Robert Aitken, 1901-
1997] asks Moon [1907-1994, nuclear physicist] 
for advice [regarding letter received from B. I. 
Smee, OLLAdd/107]. Signed 'R.S.A.' 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1965 

OLLAdd/109 Memorandum from P[hilip] B[urton] Moon to 
[Robert Aitken] 

In response to Aitken's memo, Moon writes that 
the university's interest [in The Views, 
birthplace of Oliver Lodge] is 'purely 
sentimental'. He adds that if preservation 
societies were involved 'it would seem 
reasonable for us to give encouragement'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[1965] 

OLLAdd/110 Letter from [Robert Aitken] to [B. I.] Smee 

Letter dated 27 April. [Robert Aitken, 1901-
1997, Vice Chancellor of University of 
Birmingham] replies to Smee about the 
birthplace of Oliver Lodge. He writes that the 
university has a sentimental interest in the 
property and suggests that she approach the 
Ministry of Housing and national preservation 
societies. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1965 

OLLAdd/111 Letter from Deaconess B. I. Smee 

Letter written from The Views, Penkhull, Stoke 
on Trent, dated 17 December. Smee writes that 
the University's correspondence with Stoke 
Corporation about The Views (birthplace of 
Oliver Lodge) has been reported in the local 
paper. She sends information about the 

1965 
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property and her fight to preserve it. She asks if 
the university will make any suggestions to the 
council. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

OLLAdd/112 Letter from Mrs N. M. Francis (Vice 
Chancellor's secretary) to B. I. Smee 

Letter dated 20 December. Francis 
acknowledges Smee's letter, which will be put 
before Sir Robert [Aitken] on his return from a 
trip abroad. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1965 

OLLAdd/113 Letter from Harry Taylor (Town Clerk) to Sir 
Alfred Owen 

Letter written from Stoke-on-Trent Town Hall, 
dated 21 December, copied to Dr H. M. Taylor 
and Sir Robert Aitken [1901-1997]. Taylor 
writes to Alderman Sir Alfred Owen [1908-1975, 
industrialist] enclosing a copy of his letter to the 
Registrar of University of Birmingham. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

Physical description: Photocopy 

1965 

OLLAdd/114 Letter from Harry Taylor (Town Clerk) to the 
Registrar, University of Birmingham 

Letter written from Stoke-on-Trent Town Hall, 
dated 21 December. Taylor enquires about the 
university's position regarding the demolition or 
preservation of The Views (birthplace of Sir 
Oliver Lodge). 

1 item 

Access: Open 

Physical description: Facsimile 

1965 

OLLAdd/115 Letter from Harry Taylor (Town Clerk) to the 1965 
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Registrar, University of Birmingham 

Copy of letter written from Stoke-on-Trent Town 
Hall, dated 21 December (see OLLAdd/114), 
copied to Dr H. M. Taylor and Sir Robert Aitken 
[1901-1997]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

Physical description: Photocopy 

OLLAdd/116 Letter from Alfred Owen to Sir Robert Aitken 

Letter written from Darlaston, South Staffs., 
dated 3 January. Owen [1908-1975, 
industrialist] writes to Aitken [1901-1997, Vice 
Chancellor of University of Birmingham] about 
the birthplace of Sir Oliver Lodge. He has heard 
that the house will not be demolished 'in the 
near future' and writes about the possibility of 
putting a plaque on the property, remarking: 'it 
seems a pity that we do not in this country 
seem to maintain as much as we should some 
of the historical landmarks [...]'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1966 

OLLAdd/117 Letter from G. L. Barnes to S. F. Burman 

Letter written from the University of 
Birmingham, dated 5 January. Barnes asks 
whether the preservation of the birthplace of Sir 
Oliver Lodge should be raised formally. He 
believes that the university would not want to 
be 'saddled with a piece of property in this area' 
and adds that there is already a plaque marking 
the location of Lodge's original residence on 
Westbourne Road. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

Physical description: Facsimile 

1966 

OLLAdd/118 Letter from Mrs N. M. Francis (secretary) to Sir 
Alfred Owen 

1966 
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Copy of letter dated 6 January. Francis 
acknowledges receipt of Owen's letter, which 
the Vice-Chancellor [Sir Robert Aitken, 1901-
1997] will answer on his return from France. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

OLLAdd/119 Letter to Secretary to Sir Alfred Owen 

Copy of letter dated 6 January. The author 
informs the secretary that they have forgotton 
to send an enclosure. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1966 

OLLAdd/120 Memorandum from the Secretary to the Bursar 

Dated 7 January. The Secretary informs the 
Bursar that the Pro-Chancellor will raise the 
subject of the birthplace of Sir Oliver Lodge at a 
Planning and Priorities meeting, but: 'It is not 
anticipated that any action will be taken'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

Physical description: Facsimile 

1966 

OLLAdd/121 Letter from Miss E. Ramsden to Mrs N. M. 
Francis 

Letter written from Darlaston, South Staffs., 
dated 7 January. Ramsden (Private secretary 
to Sir Alfred Owen) sends Francis [Secretary to 
Robert Aitken] an enclosure, apologising for its 
omission from a previous letter. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1966 

OLLAdd/122 Letter from Secretary to H[arry] Taylor 

Copy of letter dated 11 January. The author 
informs Taylor that his letter about The View, 
Penkhull (birthplace of Sir Oliver Lodge) has 
been submitted to the Planning and Priorities 

1966 
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Committee. The university does not intend to 
be involved in the question of the property's 
preservation or demolition but would like 
photographs of the building for its archives. The 
secretary adds that there is a plaque marking 
the location of Lodge's house on Westbourne 
Road. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

Physical description: Facsimile 

OLLAdd/123 Letter from Secretary to H[arry] Taylor 

Copy of letter dated 19 January. The author 
writes that they have found that they already 
possess a photograph of the birthplace of Sir 
Oliver Lodge. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

Physical description: Facsimile 

1966 

OLLAdd/124 Letter from Deaconess B. I. Smee to Sir Robert 
Aitken 

Letter written from The View, Penkhull, Stoke 
on Trent, dated 25 January and marked 
'Private'. Smee writes to Aitken [1901-1997, 
Vice Chancellor of University of Birmingham] 
about the University's plan to take photographs 
of her house (the birthplace of Sir Oliver 
Lodge). She describes her dispute with the 
council about the preservation of the property 
and asks for the University's help. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1966 

OLLAdd/125 Letter [from Sir George Cartland] to Sir Alfred 
Owen 

Copy of letter dated 23 February. The author 
writes to Owen [1908-1975, industrialist] about 
the birthplace of Sir Oliver Lodge, enclosing a 
copy of a letter from the Secretary of the 
University to the Town Clerk of Stoke. He writes 

1966 
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that the University would be willing to contribute 
towards a plaque if this idea were pursued. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

OLLAdd/126 Letter from Sir Alfred Owen to Sir George 
Cartland 

Letter written from Darlaston, South Staffs., 
dated 9 March. Owen [1908-1975, industrialist] 
thanks Cartland (Registrar, University of 
Birmingham) for his letter and enclosure of 23 
February. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1966 

OLLAdd/127 Letter from Deaconess B. I. Smee 

Letter written from The Views, Penkhull, Stoke 
on Trent, dated 20 June. Smee asks that the 
University communicate with her about taking 
photographs of her house (the birthplace of Sir 
Oliver Lodge) and possible uses of the 
property. She writes that 'the Queen has now 
stepped in' [regarding the preservation of the 
property] and asks for the return of a 
photograph so that she can send it to London. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1966 

OLLAdd/128 Letter from Registrar's Secretary to Miss B. I. 
Smee 

Copy of letter dated 22 June. The author 
apologises for not acknowledging Smee's letter 
of 25 January and arranges for the return of a 
photograph of the birthplace of Sir Oliver 
Lodge. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1966 

OLLAdd/129 Letter from Registrar's Secretary to Miss B. I. 
Smee 

1966 
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Copy of letter dated 27 June. The author 
returns a photograph of the birthplace of Sir 
Oliver Lodge with thanks, writing: 'We have had 
it copied for our records'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

OLLAdd/130 Letter from Deaconess B. I. Smee [to Sir 
George Cartland] 

Letter written from 2, The Views, Penkhull, 
Stoke on Trent, dated 7 March. Smee reports 
that her house (the birthplace of Sir Oliver 
Lodge) has been saved from demolition and 
sends thanks for interest and support. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1968 

OLLAdd/131 Letter from Assistant to the Registrar to Miss B. 
I. Smee 

Copy of letter dated 13 March. The author 
writes that Sir George Cartland has left the 
University [of Birmingham] but will be informed 
of the good news regarding the preservation of 
the birthplace of Sir Oliver Lodge. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1968 

OLLAdd/132 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Mrs Anstruther 

Letter written from Mariemont, Edgbaston dated 
23 October. Lodge writes to Anstruther about 
distributing copies of 'The London Magazine' to 
hospitals and camps through the Red Cross, St 
John's and Camp's Library. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1917 

OLLAdd/133 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Professor [Henry] 
Morley 

Letter written from 17 Parkhurst Road, dated 8 
May. Lodge writes that he is considering 

1881 



Letters Additional of Sir Oliver Lodge 

  
 © Cadbury Research Library: Special Collections, University of Birmingham 39 
 

 

applying for the Chair in Applied Mathematics 
at Owens College Manchester and the 
Professorship of Physics at University College 
Liverpool and asks Morley [1822-1894, 
apothecary, journalist, and literary scholar] to 
provide a testimonial. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

Physical description: Photocopy 

OLLAdd/134 Letter from Oliver Lodge to E. Chapman 

Letter written from 2 Grove Park, Liverpool 
dated 16 August. Lodge regrets that he was 
unable to visit Chapman's laboratory whilst in 
Oxford. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

Physical description: Photocopy 

1892 

OLLAdd/135 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Professor Corfield 

Letter written from The University, Birmingham 
dated 4 July. Lodge thanks Corfield for his 
congratulations. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

Physical description: Photocopy 

1902 

OLLAdd/136 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Forster Morley 

Letter written from Clouds, Salisbury dated 16 
April. Lodge thanks Morley for an 'important 
testimony to Foster Watson'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

Physical description: Photocopy 

1903 

OLLAdd/137 Letter from Oliver Lodge to J. W. Wilson M.P. 1909 



 © Cadbury Research Library: Special Collections, University of Birmingham 

 
40 

Letter written from The University, Edmund 
Street, Birmingham dated 22 July. Lodge hopes 
that Wilson will speak at the Deputation on 
Monday, suggesting that he say a few words on 
'Afforestation'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

Physical description: Photocopy 

OLLAdd/138 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Mr Price 

Letter written from The University, Birmingham 
dated 23 October. Lodge asks Price for more 
information about his new programme of 
lectures, writing: 'Do I understand that the new 
series is also on the European Crisis? because 
if so, I do not know that I am competent'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

Physical description: Photocopy 

1914 

OLLAdd/139 Letter from Oliver Lodge to [Mr] Barrett 

Letter written from Mariemont, Edgbaston dated 
18 January. Lodge thanks Barrett for sending a 
copy of his article from 'The Quest' magazine. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

Physical description: Photocopy 

1918 

OLLAdd/140 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Dr C. Hay Murray 

Letter written from Normanton House, Lake, 
Salisbury dated 13 May. Lodge writes that Hay 
Murray is right to look for sense in popular 
superstitions but feels that in this case he is 
jumping to conclusions. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

Physical description: Photocopy 

1925 
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OLLAdd/141 Letter from Oliver Lodge to R. C. Canton 

Letter written from Normanton House, Lake, 
near Salisbury dated 20 March. Lodge confirms 
that he will write an article as requested but 
notes that it may be difficult to keep it within the 
1000-word limit. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

Physical description: Photocopy 

1931 

OLLAdd/142 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Mr Carton 

Letter written from Normanton House, Lake, 
near Salisbury dated 8 June. Lodge sends an 
article for the Faraday Centenary Number of 
'The Times'.  

1 item 

Access: Open 

Physical description: Photocopy 

1931 

OLLAdd/143 Postcard from Oliver Lodge 

Undated (the year 1918 appears on the 
postmark). Lodge writes that he 'only sat under 
Dr. Brock occasionally'. He declines to address 
a group as he is too busy. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

Physical description: Photocopy 

[1918] 

OLLAdd/144 Postcard from Oliver Lodge to Hugh Rees 

Postcard sent from Normanton, near Salisbury 
dated 24 June. Lodge instructs Hugh Rees, 
bookseller of Lower Regent Street, to send two 
books to Miss Florence Upton. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1922 
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OLLAdd/145 Postcard from Oliver Lodge to Mr Weekley 

Postcard sent from Normanton, Lake, near 
Salisbury dated 17 June. Lodge writes to Mr 
Weekley of Hugh Rees, bookseller of Lower 
Regent Street, about 'Rain' by Somerset 
Maugham. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1925 

OLLAdd/146 Postcard from Oliver Lodge to Messrs Hugh 
Rees Ltd 

Postcard sent from Normanton, Lake, near 
Salisbury dated 3 April. Lodge writes that his 
books have not arrived. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1924 

OLLAdd/147 Postcard from Oliver Lodge to Mr Weekley 

Postcard sent from Normanton, Lake, near 
Salisbury dated 8 February. Lodge asks 
Weekley, of [booksellers] Hugh Rees Ltd, to 
send a copy of Sir Henry Hadon's book on 
music to Miss Morant. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1925 

OLLAdd/148 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Mr Weekley 

Letter written from Normanton, Lake, Salisbury 
dated 1 July. Lodge writes to Weekley [of Hugh 
Rees, booksellers] that Robert Blatchford's 
'More Things in Heaven and Earth' 'ought to be 
a good seller' and requests copies to be sent to 
Rev. J. M. Lloyd Thomas, Rev. Dr Murray and 
Dr Fraser Harris. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1925 

OLLAdd/149 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Mr Weekley 

Letter written from Normanton, Lake, Salisbury 

1925 
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dated 16 July. Lodge asks Weekley [of Hugh 
Rees, booksellers] to look out for second hand 
copies of Rollins' 'Ancient History', Roche's 
'Collection of French Poets', and Laud's 
'Modern Europe' for Lady Lodge. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

OLLAdd/150 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Mr Weekley 

Letter written from Normanton, near Salisbury 
dated 9 January. Lodge asks Weekley [of Hugh 
Rees, booksellers] to send a copy of Walpole's 
'Maradick at Forty' to Miss Morant and requests 
copies of music. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1926 

OLLAdd/151 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Mr Weekley 

Letter written from Rezzola, Pugliola, Spezia, 
Italy dated 25 February. Lodge acknowledges 
receipt of three books. He asks Weekley [of 
Hugh Rees, booksellers] to send the March 
number of the Strand and writes that he would 
like to see Sullivan's 'Three Men Discuss 
Reality' and Gilbert Frankau's 'Masterson' when 
back in England. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1926 

OLLAdd/152 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Mr Weekley 

Letter written from Normanton House, Lake, 
Salisbury dated 26 March. Lodge asks Weekley 
[of Hugh Rees, booksellers] to send him a book 
of sermons by Robertson of Brighton. He adds: 
'I listened in to your brother at Nottingham on 
DR. JOHNSON AND WORDS'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1926 

OLLAdd/153 Postcard from Oliver Lodge to Mr Weekley [1926] 
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Postcard sent from Normanton, Lake, near 
Salisbury dated 8 October. Lodge asks 
Weekley [of Hugh Rees, booksellers] to send a 
copy of Carruthers' new novel 'Adam's 
Daughter' to Miss Morant. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

OLLAdd/154 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Mr Weekley 

Letter written from Normanton House, Lake, 
Salisbury dated 28 August. Lodge thanks 
Weekley [of Hugh Rees, booksellers] for 
congratulations and requests books for himself 
and others. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1927 

OLLAdd/155 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Mr Weekley [of 
Hugh Rees, booksellers] 

Letter written from Normanton House, Lake, 
Salisbury dated 8 May. Lodge returns a book 
by Rose Macaulay, writing that Lady Lodge 
read one and 'wishes never to see another in 
the house!' 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1928 

OLLAdd/156 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Mr Weekley 

Letter written from Normanton House, Lake, 
Salisbury dated 16 May. Lodge asks Weekley 
[of Hugh Rees, booksellers] to send Miss 
Morant 'The Age of Reason' by Sir Philip Gibbs, 
describing it as 'a striking study of modern 
times'. He requests a copy of 'Youthful 
Anarchy', also by Gibbs. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1928 

OLLAdd/157 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Mr Weekley 

Letter written from Normanton House, Lake, 

1928 
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Salisbury dated 17 May. Lodge writes to 
Weekley [of Hugh Rees, booksellers], stating: 
'Yes, please get me Lysaght's Poems'. He adds 
that his new book, 'Why I Believe in Personal 
Immortality', will be issued in June. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

OLLAdd/158 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Mr Weekley 

Letter written from Normanton House, Lake, 
Salisbury dated 22 May. Lodge informs 
Weekley [of Hugh Rees, booksellers] of the 
'timely' re-publication of his book, 'Man and the 
Universe'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1928 

OLLAdd/159 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Mr Weekley 

Letter written from Normanton House, Lake, 
Salisbury dated 5 December. Lodge asks 
Weekley [of Hugh Rees, booksellers] for advice 
about editions of Shakespeare's Works, as he 
would like to give a copy as a Christmas 
present. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1928 

OLLAdd/160 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Mr Weekley 

Letter written from Normanton House, Lake, 
Salisbury dated 11 January. Lodge asks Mr 
Weekley [of Hugh Rees, booksellers] to send a 
copy of the 'Illustrated Catalogue' of Dutch 
pictures at Burlington House for Lady Lodge. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1929 

OLLAdd/161 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Mr Weekley 

Letter written from Normanton House, Lake, 
Salisbury dated 5 March. Lodge sends a leaflet 
(see OLLAdd/162) which he has had privately 

1929 
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printed for family and friends of Lady Lodge 
[Mary Fanny Alexander Marshall, 1851-1929]. 
He asks Weekley, of Hugh Rees [booksellers], 
to send books by Conrad and Swinburne to 
Miss Margaret Morant. With envelope. 

2 items 

Access: Open 

OLLAdd/162 'Mary F. A. Lodge In Memoriam' by Oliver 
Lodge 

Printed leaflet in which Lodge reflects on the 
death of Lady Lodge [Mary Fanny Alexander 
Marshall, 1851-1929]. 

Probably sent to Mr Weekley [of Hugh Rees, 
booksellers] with OLLAdd/161. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[1929] 

OLLAdd/163 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Mr Weekley 

Letter written from Normanton House, Lake, 
Salisbury dated 27 June. Lodge asks Weekley 
[of Hugh Rees, booksellers] to send a copy of 
'The Sleeping Fury' by Martin Armstrong. He 
lists three other books that he would like to see 
when in London. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1929 

OLLAdd/164 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Mr Weekley 

Letter written from Normanton House, Lake, 
Salisbury dated 12 March. Lodge plans to call 
in to look at books on Athens and Greece. He 
asks Weekley [of Hugh Rees, booksellers] to 
send a copy of 'Wave Mechanics and the 
Quantum Theory' by Professor Haas of Vienna. 
He adds: 'Your brother's book is most amusing'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1930 

OLLAdd/165 Postcard from Oliver Lodge to Messrs Hugh 1930 
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Rees Ltd 

Postcard written from Normanton, Lake, near 
Salisbury dated 23 May. Lodge asks Weekley 
[of Hugh Rees, booksellers] to send a copy of 
Aldous Huxley's new book 'Brief Candles'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

OLLAdd/166 Postcard from Oliver Lodge to Mr Weekley 

Postcard written from Normanton, Lake, 
Salisbury Plain dated 4 November. Lodge asks 
Weekley, of Hugh Rees [booksellers], to send a 
copy of the Rede Lecture by Sir James Jeans 
entitled 'The Mysterious Universe'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1930 

OLLAdd/167 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Mr Weekley 

Letter written from Normanton House, Lake, 
Salisbury dated 25 November. Lodge asks 
Weekley [of Hugh Rees, booksellers] to send a 
copy of Shaw's 'Apple Cart' when it is published 
on 11th December. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1930 

OLLAdd/168 Postcard from Oliver Lodge to Mr Weekley 

Postcard sent from Normanton, Lake, near 
Salisbury, postmarked 12 December. Lodge 
asks Weekley, of Hugh Rees [booksellers], to 
send a copy of Hardy's 'Mayor of Casterbridge'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1930 

OLLAdd/169 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Mr Weekley 

Letter written from Normanton House, Lake, 
Salisbury dated 11 February. Lodge asks 
Weekley [of Hugh Rees, booksellers] to send a 
copy of 'Lord Balfour and Science' by Lord 

1931 
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Rayleigh. He thanks Weekley for donating to 
the Hampstead Hospital. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

OLLAdd/170 Postcard from Oliver Lodge to Mr Weekley 

Postcard written from Normanton, Lake, near 
Salisbury dated 12 February. Lodge asks 
Weekley of Hugh Rees [booksellers] to find him 
a copy of Sir William B. Hardy's Huxley lecture, 
'The Physical Basis of Life'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1931 

OLLAdd/171 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Mr Weekley 

Letter written from Hotel Royal Westminster, 
Menton dated 5 April. Lodge writes that he is on 
a motoring tour in south eastern France and 
asks Weekley [of Hugh Rees, booksellers] to 
send him a guidebook to the area. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1931 

OLLAdd/172 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Mr Weekley 

Letter written from The Linga Private Hotel, 
Gullane, East Lothian dated 23 August. Lodge 
asks Weekley [of Hugh Rees, booksellers] to 
send him a book about a castle. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1931 

OLLAdd/173 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Mr Weekley 

Letter written from Normanton House, Lake, 
near Salisbury dated 7 December. Lodge asks 
Weekley [of Hugh Rees, booksellers] to send 
him Hogben's 'The Nature of Living Matter' and 
Frank Harris' 'Life of Bernard Shaw'. 

1 item 

1931 
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Access: Open 

OLLAdd/174 Postcard from Oliver Lodge to Mr Weekley 

Postcard written from Normanton, Lake, near 
Salisbury dated 16 December. Lodge asks 
Weekley [of Hugh Rees, booksellers] to send a 
copy of 'Point Counter Point' [by Aldous Huxley] 
and offers to send a copy of his autobiography. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1931 

OLLAdd/175 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Mr Weekley 

Letter written from Normanton House, Lake, 
near Salisbury dated 18 December. Lodge asks 
Weekley [of Hugh Rees, booksellers] to send a 
copy of 'The Mastery of Sex', which he has 
seen favourably reviewed in 'The Modern 
Churchman'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1931 

OLLAdd/176 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Mr Weekley 

Letter written from Normanton House, Lake, 
near Salisbury dated 1 April. Lodge advises 
Weekley [of Hugh Rees, booksellers] to stock J. 
Arthur Findlay's 'On the Edge of the Etheric' as 
he plans to mention the book in a lecture. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1932 

OLLAdd/177 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Mr Weekley 

Letter written from Normanton House, Lake, 
near Salisbury dated 3 November. Lodge 
thanks Weekley [of Hugh Rees, booksellers] for 
sending a copy of his brother's latest book. He 
asks for a copy of 'Science Progress' for 
October. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1932 
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OLLAdd/178 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Mr Weekley 

Letter written from Normanton House, Lake, 
near Salisbury dated 2 January. Lodge asks 
Weekley [of Hugh Rees, booksellers] to send 
the 1933 edition of 'Who's Who' when it is 
available. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1933 

OLLAdd/179 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Mr Weekley 

Letter written from Normanton House, Lake, 
near Salisbury dated 8 January. Lodge writes 
that he ought to see C. J. Smith's 'Intermediate 
Physics' and asks Weekley [of Hugh Rees, 
booksellers] to send a copy. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1933 

OLLAdd/180 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Mr Weekley 

Letter written from Normanton House, Lake, 
near Salisbury dated 20 July. Lodge asks 
Weekley [of Hugh Rees, booksellers] to reply to 
an enquiry he has received from an unknown 
correspondent in America. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1933 

OLLAdd/181 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Mr Weekley 

Letter written from Normanton House, Lake, 
near Salisbury dated 2 May. Lodge asks 
Weekley [of Hugh Rees, booksellers] to find 
him a copy of 'The Risen Master' by Latham. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1935 

OLLAdd/182 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Mr Weekley 

Letter written from Normanton House, Lake, 
near Salisbury dated 20 May. Lodge asks 
Weekley [of Hugh Rees, booksellers] to get him 

1935 
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a copy of 'Chess Strategy' by Capablanca. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

OLLAdd/183 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Mr Weekley 

Letter written from Normanton House, Lake, 
near Salisbury dated 20 December. Lodge asks 
Weekley [of Hugh Rees, booksellers] to send a 
copy of Dr Jacks' 'Education through 
Recreation' to Rowland Waterhouse with his 
compliments. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1935 

OLLAdd/184 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Mr Weekley 

Letter written from Normanton House, Lake, 
Salisbury dated 29 November. Lodge instructs 
Weekley [of Hugh Rees, booksellers] to send a 
copy of 'The Life and Work of Mrs Piper' by Alta 
L. Piper to Mrs Osborne Leonard with his 
compliments. He asks to be sent a copy of 
'Psychological Methods of Healing' by Dr 
William Brown. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1938 

OLLAdd/185 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Mr Weekley 

Letter written from Normanton House, Lake, 
near Salisbury dated 26 April. Lodge instructs 
Weekley [of Hugh Rees, booksellers] to send a 
copy of 'The Yearling' by Marjorie Kinnan to 
Noel Lodge. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1939 

OLLAdd/186 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Mr Weekley 

Letter written from Normanton House, Lake, 
near Salisbury dated 29 August. Lodge asks 
Weekley [of Hugh Rees, booksellers] to find a 
second-hand edition of Plato's Dialogues for 'a 

1939 
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lady in Sofia' who he would like to help. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

OLLAdd/187 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Mr Weekley 

Letter written from Normanton House, Lake, 
near Salisbury dated 8 September. Lodge asks 
Weekley [of Hugh Rees, booksellers] to forward 
a copy of Plato's Dialogues to a correspondent 
in Sofia 'if it is possible to send books there in 
these war days'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1939 

OLLAdd/188 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Mr Weekley 

Undated letter written from Branksome Tower 
Hotel, Branksome Park, Bournemouth. Lodge 
instructs Weekley [of Hugh Rees, booksellers] 
to send a copy of 'So you're going to Paris' to 
Lady Morant at the Siamese Legation in Paris. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

[20th 
century] 

OLLAdd/189 Letter from Oliver Lodge to [L. P.] Jacks 

Letter written from Mariemont, Edgbaston dated 
5 March. Lodge thanks Jacks for his 'helpful 
letter & hint' about an unspecified issue. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1904 

OLLAdd/190 Letter from Oliver Lodge to [L. P.] Jacks 

Letter written from Mariemont, Edgbaston dated 
1 July. Lodge praises Jacks' review of Wells in 
the Hibbert [The Hibbert Journal, published 
1902-1968]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1917 
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OLLAdd/191 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Mrs Jacks 

Letter written from Normanton House, Lake, 
Salisbury dated 11 August. Lodge reports that 
he and his wife have arrived home, where they 
are replying to letters. He writes that they are 
'full of pleasant reminiscences'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1926 

OLLAdd/192 Letter from Oliver Lodge to [L. P.] Jacks 

Letter written from Normanton House, Lake, 
near Salisbury dated 16 February. Lodge 
praises Jacks' talk last night. He discusses his 
concerns about the relationship between 
scientific research and the development of 
weapons such as explosives and poison gas. 
He comments: 'Science is truly international, 
and that is its great hope [...] A catastrophe to 
mankind is a calamity however it be brought 
about, and is not mitigated by the circumstance 
that the injured are only foreigners'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1938 

OLLAdd/193 Letter from Oliver Lodge to the Editor of The 
Times 

Letter written from The University, Birmingham, 
dated 21 January and marked 'Private'. Lodge 
thanks the recipient for publishing a discussion 
on 'Water Finding', mentioning the articles of 
Professor Barrett in particular. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

Physical description: Photocopy 

1905 

OLLAdd/194 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Rev C. Paul 
Gliddon 

Letter written from Normanton House, Lake, 
Salisbury dated 24 October. Lodge writes that 
he cannot help with an unspecified issue due to 

1924 
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his engagements. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

Physical description: Photocopy 

OLLAdd/195 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Nancy Price 

Letter written from Normanton House, Lake, 
Salisbury dated 15 October. Lodge comments 
on Price's scheme for a People's Theatre and 
writes: 'I do not know what relation you have 
with Miss Lena Ashwell's scheme. Perhaps you 
can send me a brief word in reply'. [Nancy 
Price, 1880-1970, actor, author and co-founder 
of the People's National Theatre]. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

Physical description: Photocopy 

1930 

OLLAdd/196 Letter from Oliver Lodge to the Editor of The 
Sunday Times 

Letter written from Normanton House, Lake, 
near Salisbury dated 20 October. Lodge writes 
that he has cut the Myers review down as 
requested. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

Physical description: Photocopy 

1939 

OLLAdd/197 Letter from W. E. Lishman to Oliver Lodge 

Letter written from 4 Field House Terrace, 
Durham dated 30 April. Lishman (mining 
engineer) sends a copy of the January issue of 
the 'Westminster Review' containing his article 
on the 'Evolution of Matter'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1911 

OLLAdd/198 Letter from Oliver J. Lodge to Miss Emma S. 1895 
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Busk 

Letter written in pencil from 2 Grove Park, 
Liverpool to Miss Busk at Hotel du Cygne, 
Montreux, Switzerland in which he apologises 
for the delay in replying which is due to an 
attack of influenza. He says that he has stayed 
at the Hotel de Londres in Genoa but had not 
heard that there was a haunted room: 'The way 
in which an old emotion lingers among 
inanimate objects (apparently) is most curious, 
& it's not uncommon'. The letter, which is 
possibly a draft,  is dated 21 February [18]95 

1 item 

Access: Open 

OLLAdd/199 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Sir William Huggins 
[(1824-1910), pioneer of astrophysics] 

Letter written from Mariemont, Edgbaston 
[Birmingham] in which Lodge writes about a gift 
from Sir Joseph Swan of 'a splendid portrait of 
yourself produced by his process; but he now 
informs me that it has been sent at your order'. 
He thanks Sir William and Lady Huggins for the 
gift which he proposes to hang in his study. The 
letter is dated 17 November 1906 

Administrative history: Sir Joseph Swan 
(1828-1917) was the inventor of the Swan 
incandescent filament lamp and of the carbon 
process for making permanent prints and it is 
this process to which the letter makes 
reference.  Sir William Huggins (1824-1910) 
was a pioneer of astrophysics 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1906 

OLLAdd/200 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Mr Rubin 

Letter written from Normanton House, Lake, 
Salisbury in which Lodge thanks Rubin for the 
copy of the poem which he had dedicated to 
Lodge. However, much of the letter relates to 
Lodge's views on world peace, the likelihood of 
war and the role of aeroplanes in any future 
acts of aggression. He agrees with Rubin's 

1931 
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sentiments about world peace initiatives and 
that 'peace pacts and armaments are 
inconsistent' but states that the 'progress of 
aviation' is impossible to stop. He sees the 
future of aeroplanes as 'the police-force of the 
future, which, by being rapid in locomotion, can 
be concentrated on any perturbed spot in order 
to restrain any threatened hostility'. He also 
sees America having an important role, 
possibly being 'entrusted with such a police-
force, under the control of some central 
international body. The letter is dated 5 June 
1931 

1 item 

Access: Open 

OLLAdd/201 Letter from Adolf F[erdinand] Weinhold to 
Professor Oliver J. Lodge   

Letter written from Chemnitz, Germany to 
Lodge at 6 Waverley Road, Sefton Park, 
Liverpool. It is dated 26 March 1882 

Administrative history: Adolf Ferdinand 
Weinhold (1841-1917)  

1 item 

Access: Open 

Physical description: Letter inserted in 
'Physikalische Demonstrationen: Anleitung zum 
Experimentiren im Unterricht an Gymnasien, 
Realschulen und Gewerbschule' by Dr Adolf F. 
Weinhold, held in the printed book collections in 
the Cadbury Research Library: Special 
Collections at classmark rQC 23.W4 

Language: German 

1882 

OLLAdd/202 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Mrs Simon 

Letter written from Mariemont, Edgbaston 
[Birmingham] in which he thanks Mrs Simon for 
a letter of sympathy following the death of his 
son [Raymond]. He writes 'the blow is a terrible 
one, & we have no details, beyond the fact that 
he was wounded & subsequently died. He was 
a fine lad, full of humour & life'. Letter is dated 

1915 
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23 September 1915 

Administrative history: Lodge and his wife 
had six sons and six daughters. Their youngest 
son, Raymond, was killed in the First World 
War. Lodge wrote a book about this event in 
1916, in connection with his work on psychical 
research.  

Sources: 
http://www.city.vision.ministries.org.uk/tijoc/part-
1/chapter5.htm, accessed Jan 2003,  Who Was 
Who 

1 item 

Access: Open 

OLLAdd/203 Letter from Oscar Browning to Sir Oliver Lodge 

Letter written on headed note paper of King's 
College, Cambridge and addressed 'My dear 
Lodge'. Browning (1837-1923), historian, 
solicits Lodge's help in getting an article by an 
old pupil of his, Mr J. Plowden Wardlaw, 
published in the 'Hibbert Journal'.  The letter is 
dated 21 January and has been endorsed by 
Lodge: 'For Mr Jacks not wanted back OJL'  

1 item 

Access: Open 

1905 

OLLAdd/204 Letters from Oliver Lodge to Rev. F. G. 
Montagu-Powell 

Letter dated 20 March 1905 and written from 
the University of Birmingham in which he writes 
'I think your idea about the connexion between 
the Trinity and three dimensions of space is 
original on your part: at any rate I can lay no 
claim to it...' 

1 item 

Access: Open 

Access conditions: Access to all registered 
readers 

Custodial history: The provenance of this item 

1905-1916 
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is unknown. 

OLLAdd/205 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Mr. W. A. Parsons 

Letter dated 16 September 1916 and written 
from the University of Birmingham. Lodge 
acknowledges receipt of Parson's letter but 
apologises for not being able to reply to it 
properly due to 'pressure of work'. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1916 

OLLAdd/206 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Annie Horniman  

Letter dated 22 March and written from 
Mariemount, Edgbaston. He addresses her as 
Miss Horniman and thanks her for a letter, 
written inadvertently to him in reply to one from 
which had been sent by his eldest son.  

He writes to Annie Horniman (1860-1937), a 
renowned repertory theatre pioneer, about 
'improving the Drama in this place'. He refers to 
Professor de Selincourt's steps to begin a 
Drama Society but hopes to eventually be able 
to follow what she has done in Manchester 
[where she took over the Gaiety Theatre and 
established it as what is recognised as the first 
full-scale modern repertory theatre]. He 
expresses admiration for her work, referring to 
a visit of her company which included putting 
two of them up at his own house, and what she 
has accomplished in Dublin [where she was 
involved in the establishment of the Abbey 
Theatre in 1904] as well as Manchester. He 
writes that he will be grateful for advice when 
he is in a position to take any development 
further 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1911 

OLLAdd/207 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Albert S. Crockett 

Typescript letter dated 24 December and 
written from Mariemount, Edgbaston to Albert 
S. Crockett, 103 Park Avenue, Pershing 
Square, New York. 

1919 
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Lodge thanks Crockett for sending him the 
interesting account of his 'remarkable 
experiences' which appears to relate to  his 
psychic experiences following the death of his 
child. He offers advice about the appropriate 
way and place of publication of these 
experiences and suggests that Crockett should 
also contact others interested in psychical 
research in America, namely  Professor 
[James] Hyslop and Dr Walter [Franklin] Prince. 
Lodge also writes that he will pass Crockett's 
letter on to Mr J. Arthur Hill in England 

Administrative history: Albert Stevens 
Crockett (1873-1969) was an American author; 
his most famous book being written on the 
subject of cocktails 

1 item 

Access: Open 

Access conditions: Access to all registered 
readers 

OLLAdd/208 Letters from Oliver Lodge to George Carey 
Foster 

Photocopy of letter written from University 
College, Liverpool and signed O J Lodge in 
which he refers to the enclosure of a copy of his 
'EMF Paper', presumably a reference to his 
research on the electromagnetic fields.  He 
thanks the recipient - addressed merely as 
Foster but identified by the context as Lodge's 
old professor at University College, London, 
George Carey Foster (1835-1919, physicist)  - 
for  'the kind suggestion by which it happened 
that I was asked to take up the subject'. The 
letter is dated 24 July [18]85 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1885 

OLLAdd/209 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Lewis S. Benjamin 

Typescript letter of two pages written on 
headed notepaper bearing the address of 
Normanton House, Lake, Salisbury, and dated 
19 November. The letter is headed 'To Lewis S. 

1923 
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Benjamin Esq' [Lewis Saul Benjamin, (1874-
1932), writer as Lewis Melville].     

Lodge addresses his correspondent as 'Dear 
Sir' and the content of the letter is on the 
subject of Benjamin's play 'Outward Bound'.  
Lodge requests the reservation of two seats to 
see the play again as there were 'one or two 
points on which I did not completely realise the 
intention of the Author'. He also refers to his 
neighbour, Lady Grey, who had seen the play 
twice and offers her comments and passes on 
her request to meet Benjamin. Lodge refers to 
Benjamin throughout the letter in the third 
person as 'the Author'  

1 item 

Access: Open 

OLLAdd/210 Letter from Oliver Lodge to The Midvale Steel 
Company 

Letter, written on headed notepaper of The 
University, Birmingham, and addressed 
'Gentlemen' is dated 22 May. Lodge offers his 
opinion on ways of tackling 'smoke nuisance',  
his preference being for 'improved methods of 
combustion' rather than an 'electrical method of 
deposition'  

1 item 

Access: Open 

1905 

OLLAdd/211 Letter from Oliver Lodge to Philip Carr 

Letter, written on headed notepaper of The 
University, Edmund Street, Birmingham, and 
addressed 'Dear Sir' is dated 15 May. Lodge 
indicates that he is unlikely to be able to attend 
an unidentified meeting and has telegraphed 
his apologies to Lord Lytton 

1 item 

Access: Open 

1908 

OLLAdd/212 Notes for Oliver Lodge written by J. Arthur Hill 

5 pages reflecting Lodge's interest in 
spiritualism and psychic research these papers 

c 1911 
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are titled 'Notes for Sir Oliver Lodge's private 
information' and contain a brief list of psychics 
and an account of an experience with a 
medium named Watson.  The first two pages 
consist of the names of medium's and sitter's 
and a brief assessment and description of 
some of them. They are primarily based in 
Halifax and the names noted with pseudonyms 
are: Miss MacDonald (Miss McCreadie), 
Watson (Aaron Wilkinson), Frank Knight (W.E. 
Jenkinson), Joseph Oddy (J.W. Nicholl), Miss 
Napier (Miss Marriott). The final three pages of 
the notes contain the report of a sitting with the 
medium Watson and how he contacted the 
dead mother of their mutual acquaintance, 
'Knight'. The notes are clearly written by 
someone close to Lodge since they have a 
personal tone, presumably by John Arthur Hill 
(1872-1951) author of the book in which these 
notes were found and for whom Oliver Lodge 
wrote the introduction. 

1 item 

Access: Open 

Physical description: This item was found 
inserted in the book 'New Evidences in 
Psychical Research', 1911, by J. Arthur Hill, 
located in the Cadbury Research Library: 
Special Collections department at classmark r 
BF 1371. 

OLLAdd/213 Letter to Mr Surr 

Photocopy of letter from Oliver Lodge to Mr 
Surr, written in sympathy on the death of his 
son, Rudolph Vincent Surr, a graduate of the 
Faculty of Commerce who had been killed in 
the First World War. Letter dated 10 February 
[1917] 

Rudolph Vincent Surr was awarded a B.Com 
(First Class) in 1913. He served as Lieutenant 
with the 5th Battalion, Worcestershire Regiment 
and was killed in action in France.  

For copies of other letters of condolence see 
LAdd/6352-6353 

1917 
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1 item 

Access: Open 

OLLAdd/214 Letter from Percy Gardner to Oliver Lodge 

Letter written from 105 Banbury Road, Oxford 
and addressed 'Dear Sir Oliver' is dated 31 
October. He comments on a book by Lodge 
which he has been reading about Christology 
and writes that Lodge's view 'is really very 
much that of Arius'. He also remains 
unconvinced that communications from the 
dead are possible. 

He sends Lodge a copy of his own book in 
return for the one that Lodge sent him 

1 item 

Access: Open 

Physical description: This item is inserted in 
the book 'Modernity and Churches' by Percy 
Gardner (London: Williams & Norgate, 1909), 
located in the Cadbury Research Library: 
Special Collections department, classmark r BT 
28. 

1910 

OLLAdd/215 Photograph of Jeremiah Lodge 

Jeremiah Lodge was uncle to Sir Oliver Lodge 

1 item 

Access: Open 

late 19th cent 

OLLAdd/216 Letter from Charles Drayton Thomas to Sir 
Oliver Lodge 

Letter written from South Hill Lodge, Bromley 
Kent, signed C. Drayton Thomas and 
addressed 'Dear Sir Oliver Lodge, dated 3 June 
[19]22. He sends a complimentary copy of his 
book ['Some New Evidence for Human 
Survival'] with thanks for Lodge's kindness 'in 
looking over my notes of tests last year' and for 
his 'suggestions in choosing items for the 
Second Portion of this book' 

1 item 

1922 
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Access: Open 

Physical description: Inserted in presentation 
copy of 'Some New Evidence for Human 
Survival' by the Rev Charles Drayton Thomas 
(London: W. Collins Sons & Co Ltd 1922), held 
in Special Collections, classmark r BF1261. 

Acquisition: Transferred to Special 
Collections, June 2011 

 


