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RAS Journals and notebooks of Robert 
Aglionby Slaney 

This collection comprises the journals and 
notebooks of Robert Aglionby Slaney, 
politician and social reformer. 

Three journals covering 1815-1817 and 
1825-1826, describe Slaney's daily 
activities, with occasional comments on 
current affairs in Shropshire, and his 
attendance at meetings to assist the poor 
and unemployed. These also contain 
more extensive entries describing his 
travels abroad. Two further journals are 
exclusively travel journals, which record 
details of Slaney's travels in Holland, of 
his visit to Ireland in 1838 with W. E. 
Wynne, who later married his daughter 
Mary, and of a trip to the English Lakes in 
1850. 

The ten notebooks contain Slaney's 
thoughts on some of the political issues 
he was involved with, specifically the 
state of the poor laws in the late 1820s, 
and the condition of the working classes 
in England. Several volumes include his 
suggestions for the improvement of the 
lives of poorer people. One volume 
contains drafts of a paper on 'limited 
liability of partners' read by Slaney before 
the Society of Arts in 1854. Other 
notebooks contain work by Slaney on 
volumes of philosophy he had read, as 
well as notes on Malthus and Adam 
Smith. There is also evidence of an 
interest in theology, and a volume of 
blank verse composed by Slaney.  

Administrative history: Robert Aglionby 
Slaney (1792-1862) was born at Hatton 
Grange, near Shifnal, in Shropshire, and 
was the eldest son of Robert Slaney. He 
studied at Trinity College, Cambridge 
(1810), and was later a barrister at 
Lincoln's Inn (1817), and practised the 
law until 1826, when he became MP for 
Shrewsbury. He served as a member of 
parliament between 1826-1836, 1837-

c 1815-c 
1854 
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1841, and 1847-1862, affiliated to the 
Whig party. He devoted his attention to 
social, economic and rural reform, and 
spoke on the abuses of the poor law, the 
condition of unemployed labourers, and 
on problems of the education and health 
of the poor in urban areas. He was 
chairman of committees on education 
(1838) and the health of town poor 
(1840). He was also commissioner on 
health of towns (1843-1846) and high 
sheriff of Shropshire (1854). Slaney was 
interested in the improvement of the 
condition of the working classes. He was 
a member of the General Committee of 
the Society for the Diffusion of Useful 
Knowledge, founded in 1826, which 
aimed to disseminate useful information 
to all sections of the community, 
especially those without the benefits of a 
formal education.   

He married his cousin Elizabeth, only 
child of W. Hawkins Maccleston, MD, in 
1812, and they had three children, 
Elizabeth Frances, Mary, and Frances 
Catherine. He died from the effects of an 
accident at the International Exhibition.  

His publications included 'An Essay on 
the Employment of the Poor' (1819, 2nd 
edition, 1822); 'Essay on the Beneficial 
Direction of Rural Expenditure' (1823); 'An 
Outline of the Smaller British Birds' 
(1832); 'A Plea for the Working Classes' 
(1847); and two small volumes of verse 
entitled 'A few Verses from Shropshire' 
(1846) and 'A few more verses from 
Shropshire' (1855). 

Sources: Concise Dictionary of National 
Biography; AIM25 web site: University 
College London's Catalogue of the 
Society for the Diffusion of Useful 
Knowledge;  Slaney Family Manuscripts, 
(GB 0150 SL vol VII, pages 77 and 126) 
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Arrangement: Arranged into two series 

15 vols 

Access: Open 

Access conditions: Access to all 
registered researchers 

Copyright: Permission to make any 
published use of any material from the 
collection must be sought in advance in 
writing from the Director of Special 
Collections. Identification of copyright 
holders of unpublished material is often 
difficult. Special Collections will assist 
where possible with identifying copyright 
owners, but responsibility for ensuring 
copyright clearance rests with the user of 
the material 

Language: English 

Custodial history: These volumes were 
assigned library book numbers 406171 to 
406185. The book labels inside each 
volume bear a 'Slaney MS' number, but 
these volumes do not appear to have 
been catalogued. 

Acquisition: This collection was 
purchased in 1956. It was purchased from 
a bookseller, but the provenance of the 
collection is unknown.  

Related material: Birmingham University 
Information Services, Special Collections 
Department  holds two related collections: 
the Eyton Letters  (GB 0150 EYT) and the 
Slaney Family Manuscripts (GB 0150 SL) 
The Eyton Letters include letters to  
Slaney. The Slaney Family Manuscripts 
contain, among other items, pamphlets 
relating to the parliamentary elections at 
Shrewsbury, 1721-1840; manuscript and 
printed items relating to the cholera 
epidemic of 1832, including a letter from 
Slaney to the Central Board of Health in 
Whitehall, and the reply; a biographical 
newspaper article; and a copy of the 
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Slaney family tree.  

Associated material: Other material of 
Robert Aglionby Slaney is held in 
Shropshire Records and Research 
Centre: diaries, essays, accounts, travel 
journals and election papers, 1818-1849 
(GB 0166 Morris-Eyton collection) and a 
foreign travel journal, 1861-1862. The 
British L 

RAS/1 Journals of Robert Aglionby Slaney 

Three volumes of journals kept by R. A. 
Slaney, covering 1815-1817 and 1825-
1826, in which he records details of his 
daily activities both in London and 
Shropshire, his reading matter, 
information about his legal work, and 
about his involvement in political 
meetings and interest in poor law reform. 
The volumes also include extensive 
entries about his travels abroad during 
this period. 

Two further volumes comprise travel 
journals kept during a visit to Holland, and 
during a trip to Ireland in 1838 and to the 
English Lakes in 1850. These volumes 
contain detailed daily entries describing 
activities and sight-seeing, as well as 
giving some information about local 
society and culture. 

5 vols 

Access: Open 

1815-1850 

RAS/1/1 Journal 

This is a daily journal kept by Slaney 
between April 1815 and July 1816, while 
living in London. He records brief details 
of his daily activities, with occasional 
comments on current affairs and reading 
matter. He includes more extensive 
entries describing a trip to Derbyshire in 
June 1815, to Hampshire in December 
1815, and a visit to France in October 
1815. This last visit was undertaken with 
'Eliza', his wife and he spent most of his 

1815-1816 
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time in Paris, sightseeing, travelling back 
via Amiens. He mentions seeing his 'little 
girl' on his return to England, presumably 
one of his daughters.  

1 vol 

Access: Open 

RAS/1/2 Journal 

The journal begins in July 1816, and 
continues from the previous volume 
(RAS/1/1). The entries cover a period 
when Slaney was staying at his 
Shropshire residence, and include details 
of his attendance at  Shrewsbury Assizes 
on 7 August and at a meeting in 
Shrewsbury to 'assist the poor out of 
employment', 7 October.  He mentions 
attending  further meetings to assist the 
poor and unemployed, and this is a 
prominent theme in the volume. He also 
includes occasional comments on local 
current affairs, details of his studying and  
reading matter, and his daily activities. 

He records some plans for the future, 
including his decision not to 'continue the 
pursuit of the law', but instead to remain 
in Shropshire until the end of 1817 and 
continue learning Italian until his tour to 
Italy. He also intended to produce an 
essay 'on the best means of employing 
the poor, to be offered to the Board of 
Agriculture', and in the longer term to 
pursue the duties of a country gentleman 
and 'that part of the law that may be 
useful to a magistrate'. 'Political economy 
seems to me the study most useful in 
practical result'. 

1 vol 

Access: Open 

1816-1817 

RAS/1/3 Journal 

This journal covers the period from April 
1825 to January 1826. Slaney gives his 
Shropshire and London address at the 

1825-1826 
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front of the volume. Entries are not daily, 
but are long and more detailed than most 
in previous journals. He gives details of 
his daily activities, especially his studies. 
He spends the summer near Bangor in 
North Wales. Slaney records his feelings, 
thoughts and opinions on various topics, 
and gives details of social activities in 
Shropshire.  

1 vol 

Access: Open 

RAS/1/4 Journal of a tour of Holland 

Although the journal is undated, the 
journey must have taken place after 1826, 
when Slaney became member of 
parliament for Shrewsbury, as he 
mentions that he set out on 3 June - 
'parliament being unusually early in 
adjournment'. Slaney gives his name and 
London address on the fly-leaf, and the 
journal contains detailed entries about his 
travels, including the various towns he 
visited, and records his experiences of 
the people he met and of local society 
and culture. He also includes many 
details about the situation of the poor in 
Holland.  

The volume includes a single enclosure: a 
newspaper cutting pinned to one of the 
back pages from 'The Morning Herald', 30 
Aug. 1845, comprising an article entitled 
'Stray Notes from the Rhine', about a visit 
to Dusseldorf. 

1 vol 

Access: Open 

nd [mid 
19th 
century] 

RAS/1/5 Journal of a 'Tour in Ireland 1838' and 
'The English Lakes 1850' 

On the first page Slaney gives his 
Shropshire address, and has written 'Tour 
in Ireland with W. E. Wynne afterwards 
my son in law'. Slaney then provides 
detailed daily entries about his tour to 

1838-1850 
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Ireland, which begins on 31 July 1838. 
The last entry is for 25 August. Slaney 
travels from Dublin to Waterford, Cork, 
Kilkenny, Limerick, Galway, Clifden, 
Westport, Ballyshannon, Enniskillen and 
then back to Dublin. The daily entries not 
only include descriptions of the sights 
seen, but also form a record of the living 
conditions of the poor in many of the 
towns visited, with such additional 
information as details of local wages. 

A record of Slaney's tour of the English 
Lakes is found towards the back of the 
volume. This began on 13 August 1850, 
starting from Windermere, and the last 
entry is for 18 August. Slaney gives 
details of his activities and sight seeing.  

A newspaper cutting, stuck on the first 
page, is a short notice about the sale of 
the Martin estates in County Galway. The 
last few pages of the volume contain 
notes, some of which are in pencil, and a 
pencil sketch labelled 'O Hara's field 
lodge, Connemara' is on the last page.  

1 vol 

Access: Open 

RAS/2 Notebooks of Robert Aglionby Slaney 

Notebooks kept by R. A. Slaney to record 
his thoughts on contemporary political 
issues, such as the poor laws, the quality 
of life for the poor and unemployed, and 
economic reform, in connection with his 
work as a member of parliament. Some 
volumes also contain notes taken by 
Slaney on various subjects he was 
studying, including economics, chemistry, 
and theology. There is also a volume 
containing blank verse. 

10 vols 

Access: Open 

c 1815-c 
1854 
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RAS/2/1 Notebook on contemporary political 
issues 

The notebook is labelled on the first page 
'Plans for Improvement 1827', and 
contains Slaney's notes on various 
political issues of the late 1820s, including 
notes on the Poor Laws, on the East India 
question, and on the Catholic question 
1829. 

1 vol 

Access: Open 

1820s 

RAS/2/2 Notebook entitled 'Improvement of the 
situation of the working classes' 

The notebook contains Slaney's pencilled 
thoughts on  the causes of discontent 
among the working classes, followed by 
draft reports on the problem, and 
suggestions for improvements in housing, 
education and employment conditions. 

1 vol 

Access: Open 

1820s-
1830s 

RAS/2/3 Notebook entitled 'Suggestions for the 
improvement of the condition of the poor' 

On one of the front pages of the volume 
Slaney states that these suggestions for 
'improving the condition of the working 
classes in the south of England' are made 
in his role as chairman of the 'late 
committee on the abuses of poor laws - to 
which is added the report of that 
committee'. Particular problems of 
unemployment are also discussed.  

1 vol 

Access: Open 

1820s-
1830s 

RAS/2/4 Notebook entitled 'Sketches of 
characters, illustrations etc for differ[en]t 
ranks according to happiness' 

The volume is labelled on the cover: 
'sketches of characters illustrations…for 

1820s-
1830s 
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differ[en]t rank… happiness. Slaney gives 
his London and Shropshire addresses on 
the front page. The volume contains his 
thoughts on the condition of the human 
mind, according to social status. 

1 vol 

Access: Open 

RAS/2/5 Notebook entitled 'Happiness 2' 

The entries in this notebook continue the 
theme of the previous volume, with 
Slaney's suggestions on how to improve 
the lives of poorer people. 

1 vol 

Access: Open 

1820s-
1830s 

RAS/2/6 Notebook entitled 'limited liability of 
partners' 

The volume is entitled on first page: 
'paper on limited liability of partners by R. 
A. Slaney MP, read before Society of Arts 
1854', and contains drafts of this paper, 
and notes, not necessarily all related to 
the paper. 

1 vol 

Access: Open 

1854 

RAS/2/7 Notebook on various subjects  

Slaney has used a volume with pre-
printed instructions entitled 'Illustration of 
the Commonplace Book' on how to 
construct entries, with specimen pages. 
However, he does not appear to have 
followed these instructions, and the major 
part of the volume contains his written 
thoughts on various subjects, from works 
of philosophy he had read, and his notes 
on Malthus's work on Population, Smith's 
Wealth of Nations and Burke's speeches 
on economic reform 1808, to notes on the 
poor law, on agriculture and rural affairs 
and chemistry. The volume also includes 
a list of books he read, newspaper 

c 1813-c  
1837 
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cuttings and loose notes. 

1 vol 

Access: Open 

RAS/2/8 Notebook entitled 'Blank verses' 

The volume is labelled on the cover: 
'blank verses', and contains verses 
composed by Slaney for various 
occasions. One composition is written 
horizontally across the length of the page, 
and fills most of the volume. 

1 vol 

Access: Open 

c 1830 

RAS/2/9 Notebook on Biblical study 

The notebook is labelled on the cover: 
'Greek &c', but contains extracts from the 
bible, mainly from the new testament, and 
seems to comprise work on a theological 
problem Slaney was studying.  

1 vol 

Access: Open 

1820s-
1830s 

RAS/2/10 Notebook on theological themes 

This notebook contains a bibliography of 
works on various theological themes, 
such as miracles, prophecy, the 
interpretation of the new testament, trinity, 
baptism and ecclesiastical history. 

1 vol 

Access: Open 

1820s-
1830s 

 


